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HOME EDUCATION RESEARCH

FACT SHEET IIIc prepared by National Home Education Research Institute
Active and Visible in American Life
Growing at the rate of 7%-15% per year, there are 1.5-1.9 million children (grades K-12) home educated during 2000-2001.1
"Not once but twice yesterday, the House corrected a problem in an education bill that had home schoolers in an uproar and
congressional switchboards swamped for a week." The House voted with home educators, 424-1.2
Patricia Lines of the U. S. Dept. of Education concludes: home education families "... have not turned their backs on the broader social contract as understood at the time of the Founding [of America]. Like the Antifederalists, these homeschoolers are asserting their historic individual rights so that they may form more meaningful bonds with family and community. In doing so, they
are not abdicating from the American agreement. To the contrary, they are affirming it." 3
Home education families are not dependent on public, tax-funded resources - they save taxpayers many millions of dollars.4

Academic Achievement
The largest data set on the academic success of the home educated reveals positive things. 16,311 students from across the
country were tested with the nationally normed Iowa Test of Basic Skills. The nationwide average for the homeschooled on the
Basic Battery (i.e., reading, language, and math) was the 77th percentile. They were at the 79th percentile in reading, the 73rd in
language, and the 73rd in math. (The national average is the 50th percentile.) See the table below. 5
Canada's largest study of its kind revealed similar findings on the academic success of the home educated. Dr. Brian Ray found
the students scoring, on average, at the 80th percentile in reading, the
Reading Language Math
76th in language, and the 79th in math. Students whose parents were
certified teachers did no better than the other students. 6
Conventional schools 50
50
50
Form of Education

Dr. Steven Duvall compared the academic engaged time (AET) and
basic skill development of learning disabled students who were home
educated to those in public school special education programs. Higher
rates of AET and greater academic gains were made by the home educated. "... parents, even without special education training,
provided powerful instructional environments at home..." (p. 11).7

Home Education

79

73

73

Repeatedly, across North America, the home educated score as well as or better, on average, than those in conventional
schools.8
The Home Educated as Adults
Drs. Paulo de Oliveira, Timothy Watson, and Joe Sutton studied Christian college-age students at a large liberal arts, Christian
university. They compared four groups - those who had graduated from two types of private schools, from public schools, and
those from homeschools. There were no statistically significant differences in various critical thinking skills among the student
groups. That is, the home educated did as well as the others. 9
Public school, conventional Christian school, and homeschool graduates at a large, Christian liberal arts university were examined and compared for their college academic preparedness and college academic achievement. Dr. Rhonda Galloway found
that the home educated performed as well or better than the others on these measures. 10
Dr. Gary Knowles, of the University of Michigan, explored adults who were home educated. None were unemployed and none
were on welfare, 94% said home education prepared them to be independent persons, 79% said it helped them interact with individuals from different levels of society, and they strongly supported the home education method. 11
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
The National Home Education Research Institute gathers and distributes a wealth of information and NHERI is actively engaged in collecting and analyzing original
research data. Most of the research cited in this sheet is explained and fully documented in Home Schooling on the Threshold and the Home Centered Learning Annotated Bibliography available from NHERI. Tax-deductible donations greatly assist the essential work of the non-profit, 501(c)(3), NHERI.

NATIONAL HOME EDUCATION RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Brian D. Ray, Ph.D., President
PO Box 13939, Salem, Oregon 97309, (503) 364-1490, fax (503) 364-2827, www.nheri.org
COPYRIGHT © 2001 by Brian D. Ray To order multiple copies of this fact sheet, contact NHERI.
Endnotes (Full citations are in the Home Centered Learning Annotated Bibliography available from NHERI):
1. Patricia M. Lines, 1991; Brian D. Ray, 1997.
2. Carol Innerst, The Washington Times, 2/25/94.
3. Patricia M. Lines, 1994.
4. Brian D. Ray, 1995.
5. Home School Legal Defense Association, 1994.
6. Brian D. Ray, 1994.
7. Steven F. Duvall, 1994.
8. Brian D. Ray, 1992.
9. Paulo Oliveira, Timothy G. Watson, & Joe P. Sutton, 1994.
10. Rhonda A. Galloway, 1994
11. J. Gary Knowles, 1991.
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HOME EDUCATION RESEARCH

FACT SHEET IIe prepared by National Home Education Research Institute
General Characteristics
Continued growth in the parent-led homeschool movement parallels a simultaneous decline in the enrollment in other forms of
education.1 About 1.5 to 1.9 million students in grades K to 12 were home educated during 2000-2001.2
Key reasons for home educating are the transmission of a distinct set of beliefs and values to children, close family relationships,
controlled and positive peer social interactions, quality academics, alternative approaches to teaching and learning, and the safety
(e.g., physical, drug-related, psychological, emotional, and sexual) of children and youth. 3
Social Responsibility and Mutual Respect
Patricia Lines of the U. S. Dept. of Education concluded that home education families "… have not turned their backs on the
broader social contract as understood at the time of the Founding [of America]. [They are] … asserting their historic individual
rights so that they may form more meaningful bonds with family and community. In doing so, they are not abdicating from the
American agreement. To the contrary, they are affirming it."4
Home educators and their families are not dependent on public, tax-funded resources. (In Oregon in 1997, they appeared to be
saving taxpayers at least $61 million per year.5) Neither do they, in general, have a strong desire for access to tax-funded resources. Their children are learning well, they do not need or want more state regulation and will strongly oppose it, and the parents will not likely be coaxed into more regulation by the lure of offered services. They want to be understood and treated as people and educators of integrity.6
Academic Achievement
Dr. Howard Richman and his colleagues have found that the home educated in Pennsylvania score, on average, at the 86th percentile in reading and the 73rd percentile in math.7 (The national average is the 50th percentile.)
Repeatedly, across the nation, the home educated score as well as or better than those in conventional school-15 to 30 percentile
points higher. (See the book Strengths of Their Own mentioned below and Fact Sheets 1 and 2.)

Social and Emotional Adjustment
Dr. Larry Shyers observed children in free play and group interaction activities. Conventionally schooled children had significantly
more problem behaviors than did the home educated. This is probably because the primary models of behavior for the home educated are their parents.8
Home educated children are more mature and better socialized than are those sent to school, according to Thomas Smedley's
personal interaction and communications approach to understanding socialization.9
Dr. Gary Knowles, of the University of Michigan, explored adults who were home educated. None were unemployed and none
were on welfare, 94% said home education prepared them to be independent persons, 79% said it helped them interact with individuals from different levels of society, and they strongly supported the home education method.10
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
The National Home Education Research Institute gathers and distributes a wealth of information. NHERI is also actively engaged in collecting and
analyzing original research data. This type of information could be invaluable in helping you educate legislators, friends, media, grandparents, and
others. Home Schooling on the Threshold: A Survey of Research at the Dawn of the New Millennium is the latest (1999) summary of research on
various topics (e.g., achievement, socialization, history, practice); Strengths Of Their Own-Home Schoolers Across America (1997) is a book on
the most in-depth nationwide study of home schooling ($12.95); Home School Researcher is a quarterly journal keeping readers abreast of new
research ($25/year individual, $40/year organization). An extensive bibliography and various research papers are also available. Tax-deductible
donations greatly assist the essential work of the non-profit, 501(c)(3) NHERI. Please add 20% to your order for shipping and handling.
NATIONAL HOME EDUCATION RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Brian D. Ray, Ph.D., President,
PO Box 13939, Salem, Oregon 97309, (503) 364-1490, fax (503) 364-2827,
www.nheri.org
COPYRIGHT © 2000 by Brian D. Ray, Ph.D. To order multiple copies of this fact sheet, contact NHERI.
Endnotes (Full citations are in the Home Centered Learning Annotated Bibliography available from NHERI):
1. Thomas Toch, Dec. 9, 1991.
2. Patricia M. Lines, 1991; Brian D. Ray, 1992, 1997, 1999.
3. Lesley A. Taylor, 1993.
4. Patricia M. Lines, 1993.
5. Brian D. Ray, 1997.
6. Brian D. Ray, Maralee Mayberry, & J. Gary Knowles, 1992; Phillip Adams, 1992.
7. Howard B. Richman, William Girten, & Jay Snyder, 1992.
8. Larry E. Shyers, 1992.
9. Thomas C. Smedley, 1992.
10. J. Gary Knowles, 1991
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Careful Study Finds Homeschool
Advantage
By Brian D. Ray, Ph.D.

Maybe just rich people homeschool. Or, as storyteller Garrison
Keillor of “A Prairie Home Companion” radio show fame might imply: “Maybe homeschooling is the realm, simply by nature’s design,
where ‘all the women are strong, all the men are good-looking, and
all the children are above average.”1 And perhaps this is why their
children consistently score above average in readin’, ’ritin’, and
’rithmetic. (Oh, and science and social studies.) This is one hypothesis the negative critics of home-based education have that is
worth considering.
Context
Multiple studies over thirty years have consistently found positive
things associated with homeschooling. Some critics—both of the
research and of home-based education—claim, however, that almost no research tells us anything significant about the academic
achievement of the home educated.2

subtests. . . . Thus, all seven subtests were used as
dependent variables, and schooling group (public
school and structured homeschool) was the independent variable. . . . all the variables showed a medium or
strong effect. . . . In conclusion, when comparing the
test scores of the children attending public school and
children receiving structured homeschooling, it becomes clear that the latter group has higher scores
across a variety of academic areas. Moreover, there
is no evidence that this difference is simply due to the
family’s income or the mother’s educational attainment. (p. 5)
The researchers reported a very small sample size for the unstructured homeschool-family students. Based on this, they wrote that “.
. . our exploratory analyses suggest that the unstructured homeschooled children generally score below their expected grade level
on the standardized test, and that even with this small sample,
performance differences are relatively substantial” (pp. 5–6).
One should keep in mind, however, that the sole measure of learning in this study is standardized tests and the students are rather
young. The researchers wisely hypothetically wondered “. . . whether the children receiving unstructured homeschooling would eventually catch up, or even surpass, their peers given ample time” (p.
7).

One of the most recent studies on home education, by academics
Sandra Martin-Chang, Odette Gould, and Reanne Meuse, however, supports the hypothesis that at least a certain form of homebased education causes higher academic achievement than does
public schooling.3 Their research, titled “The Impact of Schooling on
Conclusions
Academic Achievement: Evidence from Homeschooled and Traditionally Schooled Students,” is
worth a close look.
“. . . evidence presented here is

in line with
the assumption that homeschooling offers
benefits over and above those experienced
in public school”.

Martin-Chang and her colleagues considered some of
the limitations on research to
date and worked for a design
with more built-in controls. For
example, they chose solely home-educated and solely publicschooled students, and matched homeschool and public school
students on variables such as geographical area in which they
lived, did fresh achievement testing of both groups, and found that
all but one of the mothers were “married or living in committed relationships.” In other words, the researchers tried to make sure that
the children’s families were very similar on variables that are typically significantly related to academic achievement. Some of these
are parental education level, household income, and marital status
of parents.

Although the sample sizes involved probably appear small to a lay
audience—37 homeschool and 37 public school students of ages 5
to 10—it should be kept in mind that having a “large” sample size is
not necessarily more important than carefully controlling for certain
variables. For example, the researchers statistically adjusted test
scores for the mothers’ educational attainment and household income, even though “mothers’ education and median income were
slightly higher for the public school group” (p. 6). In a sense, they
used a matched-pair design and were exploring for causal relationships.
Findings
Once into the study, the researchers found that “structured” and
“unstructured” homeschoolers—regarding how the parents delivered curriculum and education in general to their children—were
two distinct groups. The authors focused their analysis on comparing students from structured homeschool settings with public school
students.
The children who received structured homeschooling were superior
to the children enrolled in public school across all seven subtests
(p. 5). The seven subtests were these: Letter-Word, Comprehension, Word Attack, Science, Social Science, Humanities, and Calculation. Further, the researchers reported the following:
To gain a broad perspective of the level of standardized achievement in each group, we conducted a
multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) that included the scores from all seven Woodcock-Johnson
~3~
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Martin-Chang and her colleagues concluded that the “. .
. evidence presented here is
in line with the assumption
that homeschooling offers
benefits over and above those
experienced in public
school” (p. 6).

It will be fascinating to see whether future research that incorporates more careful controls as did these researchers continues to
find an academic homeschool advantage. Are home-educated children doing well simply because only strong women, good-looking
men, and above-average children choose to homeschool or because there is an advantage to home-based education that causes
good effects?
Brian D. Ray, Ph.D., is president of the National Home Education
Research Institute, a nonprofit research/education organization. Dr.
Ray is internationally known for his research on homeschooling, and
often serves as an expert witness in courts, before legislatures, and is
often interviewed by the media. Brian is married to Betsy and they have
eight children and four grandchildren. The Ray family lives on a small
farm in western Oregon. Feel free to send questions about research
related to homeschooling and raising children to mail@nheri.org.
Endnotes:
1. Retrieved October 31, 2011, from prairiehome.publicradio.org/about/podcast.
2. Ray, Brian D. (2010, February 3). Academic achievement and demographic
traits of homeschool students: A nationwide study. Academic Leadership Journal,
8(1). Retrieved February 10, 2010 from http://www.academicleadership.org/
emprical_research/Academic_Achievement_and_Demographic_Traits_of_Home
school_Students_A_Nationwide_Study.shtml.
3. Martin-Chang, Sandra; Gould, Odette N.; Meuse, Reanne E. (2011, May 30).
The impact of schooling on academic achievement: Evidence from homeschooled
and traditionally schooled students. Canadian Journal of Behavioural Science/
Revue canadienne des sciences du comportement, pp. 1–8.
Copyright, 2012. Used with permission. All rights reserved by author. Originally
appeared in The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, January 2012. Read this digital,
interactive magazine free by visiting: www.TOSMagazine.com or read on your
Kindle Fire or Apple and Android devices by downloading the free TOS apps.

Overview of methods and philosophies
(Some resources, too!)
PHILOSOPHY

Traditional

Textbook, workbook, teachers’ manual with specified scope and sequence; a traditional public
school classroom approach. Now available on
video, computer and CD. The strength of this approach is that everything is laid out for ease of use.

textbook

Classical
education

A Middle Ages method of instruction using three
stages:
1. Grammar stage (elements of language, memorization of facts and observation, Latin);
2. Dialectic stage (use preceding stage to draw
conclusions, debate opinion and argue logic);
3. Rhetoric stage (develop the use of persuasive
language).

Unit study

Charlotte Mason or
Living Books
Approach

Topical studies which integrate all subjects. Example: (From Elijah Co. catalog) A unit study on birds
could include reading & writing about birds and
famous ornithologists (language arts), studying the
parts, functions, and life cycles of birds and the
aerodynamics of flight (science/math), determining
the migration paths & habitats (social studies), and
sketching birds (art).

Children involved in real-life situations; read ‘living
books’; teach children the basics then expose to
best sources of knowledge for all other subjects.
This approach encourages creative thinking and a
love of learning while stressing the development of
good character and life-long habits.

Unschooling

Child pursues own interest; parent provides resources; an unstructured method providing a discipleship model of learning; creates self-learners.

Principle Approach

Three key concepts: 1. Knowledge of American
Christian history; 2. An understanding of our role
in the spread of Christianity; 3. Living according to
the biblical principles upon which our country was
founded.

RESOURCES
•

A Beka Books

•

Bob Jones University Press

•

Alpha Omega

•

Classic Curriculum

•

Christian Liberty Press

•

Rod and Staff

•

Seton Home Study (Catholic)

•

Trivium Pursuit

•

Veritas Press

•

Recovering the Lost Tools of Learning by Douglas
Wilson

•

Designing Your Own Classical Curriculum and
The Harp and Laurel Wreath by Laura Berquist
(Catholic)

•

The Well-trained Mind: A Guide to Classical Education at Home, Jesse Wise and Susan Wise
Bauer (W.W. Norton, 1999).

*

KONOS

•

Advanced Training Institute

•

Alta Vista

•

How to Create Your Own Unit Study by Valerie
Bendt

•

Sonlight curriculum

•

For the Children’s Sake by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay

•

Charlotte Mason Companion by Karen Andreola

•

Educating the Whole Hearted Child by Clay &
Sally Clarkson

•

Growing Without Schooling magazine

•

The Unschooling Handbook by Mary Griffith

•

The Relaxed Homeschool by Mary Hood

•

Homeschooling for Excellence by David & Micki
Colfax

•

Guide to American Christian Education for the
Home and School: The Principle Approach by
James B. Rose

•

Come Let Us Reason by Kris Bayer

•

Home Grown Kids by Raymond and Dorothy
Moore

Delayed academics

Education begins when the child is developmentally ready; parents know best.

Compiled by G. Biby with gratitude to the Elijah Company catalog and the internet.

METHOD

Google or Bing any of the above to access free resources at their information-packed Websites.
www.ndhsa.org
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Top Educational Websites for 2012/2014
Homeschool.com chooses the top 100 education websites annually. That’s a lot of websites! The following includes some picked by the editor for usefulness to Christian home educators. Not all sites are
‘Christian’ but you’re a smart gal, you know what will work for your family better than I do. Homeschool.com based the selection on the following criteria:

•

Is the site educational?

•

Is the site well organized and easy to use?

•

Does the site make good use of the latest Internet technology?

•

Is the site interesting and informative?

Top Sites for 2012
www.education.com
www.spellingcity.com
http://pbskids.org
wwww.starfall.com
www.readingeggs.com
www.sheppardsoftware.com
www.donnayoung.org
www.khanacademy.com
www.time4learning.com
www.homeschoolfreebie.wholesomechildhood.com
www.softschools.com
www.dltk-kids.com
2014 Recommendations

Kidzmet
http://www.kidzmet.com
Kidzmet acts as a Learning GPS (Guided by Passions and Strengths)
and helps parents have the tools to learn how to speak in their kids'
learning languages. $15/year.
Cathy Duffy Reviews
www.cathyduffyreviews.com
A top ten among Homeschool.com readers—this site provides homeschool reviews of core curricula plus so much more.
The Old Schoolhouse
www.theoldschoolhouse.com
Free digital magazine available at www.TOSMagazine.com or on mobile apps at www.TOSApps.com.
Homeschool Share
www.homeschoolshare.com
Many minds make light work—a site where homeschoolers can submit
and share their lessons.
Homeschool Helper Online
http://homeschoolhelperonline.com
Where homeschoolers share resources they have written.

Homeschooling METHODS

The Well-Trained Mind
www.welltrainedmind.com
A guide to Classical education at home.
Simply Charlotte Mason
http://simplycharlottemason.com
Free curriculum guide, living books, narration/dictation ideas, CM Organizer, and more.
Project Based Homeschooling
http://project-based-homeschooling.com
A blog about self-directed, learner-centered education.
Unschooling
http://unschooling.com
Learn what unschooling is all about...and the resources to support it.
Eclectic Homeschool Online
http://eclectichomeschool.org
Homeschool resources, reviews, articles, and more.

Multiple subjects

Time4Learning http://www.time4learning.com
Affordable online curriculum for preschool to 8th grade. Printables,
interactive lessons and more. $19.95/mo.
Khan Academy www.khanacademy.org
Over 2,700 videos covering everything from arithmetic to physics, finance, and history, plus 253 practice exercises.
Click Schooling www.clickschooling.com
Website sends you one free web-based curriculum idea a day.
~5~
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Yes, this is three years ago, but these
sites are likely still functioning. Just
google any titles and see what you
get! You will be surprised at the
amount and the variety.

Soft Schools http://www.softschools.com
Pre-K through middle school math, language arts, science, social studies and more.
Donna Young www.donnayoung.org
I have been recommending this site for years. A homeschooling mom
has put together lessons on history, handwriting, math, science, art,
English and more. The printables are extensive.
Neok 12 www.neok12.com
K-12 educational lessons, videos, games, quizzes and puzzles.

Miscellaneous

How Stuff Works http://www.howstuffworks.com
Lots of fun stuff covering engineering, environmental science, forces of
nature, innovation and lots more.
Songs for Teaching http://www.songsforteaching.com
Thousands of children’s songs, lyrics, sound clips, and teaching suggestions. Songs about science, mathematics, social studies, the fine
arts, life skills, and more. You can listen online for free or purchase
songs.

Mathematics

Math Goodies http://www.mathgoodies.com
Features interactive lessons, worksheets, and homework help for
grades 5-8. Webquests, puzzles, games, and more.
Math Playground http://www.mathplayground.com
For elementary and middle school; videos, games, logic puzzles, and
more
Algebra Help http://www.algebrahelp.com
Lessons, calculators, worksheets. Step-by-step solutions.
Home School Math http://www.homeschoolmath.net
Lessons, tips, worksheets, games, ebooks, curriculum guide, reviews,
and more.
Math-U-See www.MathUSee.com
Designed for the homeschool ‘tutor’ environment by a homeschool dad.
Covers general math through calculus. Cost depends on subject. I used
the geometry (loved it!) and wished I had used Math-U-See for Algebra—it would have been a lot less painful.
Math www.Math.com
Basic math-calculus. General info free.
Math Drills www.math-drills.com
More than 10,000 free math worksheets with answer keys.

Science

Chem 4 Kids http://www.chem4kids.com
Learn about matter, atoms, elements, the periodic table, reactions, and
biochemistry. Links to cosmos4kids.com; biology4kids.com; geography4kids.com; and physics4kids.com.
NASA for Students http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/
index.html and http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov.
Includes educational programs, NASA eClips, Podcasts, and more.
Starchild is geared toward kids interested in ‘space stuff’.
Extreme Science www.extremescience.com
Find the biggest, baddest, and best in the world. Learn about the science behind what makes each the most extreme example of its kind.

Reading

Starfall http://www.starfall.com
Provides systematic phonics approach, with phonemic awareness practice for preschool-2, special ed, homeschool and English language
development.

Project Gutenberg http://www.gutenberg.org
Over 36,000 free ebooks to download to PC, Kindle, Android, iOS or
other portable device.

Spelling, Writing, and English

Vocabulary Spelling City http://www.spellingcity.com/
Spelling, vocabulary, writing, handwriting and more. Membership fee.
Kids Spell http://www.kidsspell.com/
Spelling lists and games. More than 6,000 words to practice.

Social Studies, History, and Government

The Civil War Homepage http://www.civil-war.net
The Oregon Trail http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Oregontrail.html
Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/homepage/lchp.html
A plethora of information.
History—Many subjects http://history.com
Truly a one-stop site for history!

Geography

States and Capitals http://www.50states.com
All the basic information!
National Geographic http://www.nationalgeopraphic.com/kids and
http://education.nationalgeographic.com
Despite its overt evolutionary belief system, NG still provides hours and
hours of interesting and useful instruction.

Homeschooling

Homeschool.com http://www.homeschool.com
~Printables http://www.homeschool.com/printables
~Resource Guide http://www.homeschool.com/resources
~Free Stuff http://www.homeschool.com/freestuff.asp
~Local Resources http://www.homeschool.com/
supportgroups
~Forum http://www.homeschool.com/forum
~Product Reviews http://www.homeschool.com/
productreviews
Homeschool Freebie www.homeschoolfreebie.wholesome childhood.com A favorite among Homeschool.com readers.
The Old Schoolhouse http://www.thehomeschoolmagazine.com
Subscription magazine—really big quarterly with great articles!
A to Z Home’s Cool http://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com
Homeschooling and curriculum information.
Home School Legal Defense Association www.hslda.org
Membership fee, but lots and lots of great information available. Find
out the laws in any state.

General

Preschool

Amazon www.Amazon.com
A great source for just about anything. I have saved hundreds of dollars
on books by purchasing used.
You Tube www.youtube.com/education
Hundreds of educational videos.

Special Needs

Answers in Genesis www.AnswersinGenesis.com
Free power-point presentations. Products for purchase, too. Their magazine, Answers, is absolutely the best for creation science
(www.AnswersMagazine.com); $24/yr.
Old Fashioned Education http://www.oldfashionededucation.com
Free homeschool curricula, literature and text books.

Hubbards Cupboard www.hubbardscupboard.org/index.html
Math, literacy, social studies, and Christian resources for Pre-K and K.
Preschool Learners www.preschoollearners.com
More than 400 free printable worksheets. Others can be purchased for
five cents. Covers English, geography, things we use, and more.
SEN Teacher http://www.senteacher.org
Teaching and learning resources for students with special needs and
learning disabilities. Math, reading, writing and other printables.

Christian

High School

Colleges Rankings and Reviews http://colleges.usnews. rankingsandreviews.com/college
Lots of information.
List of online Colleges www.onlinecolleges.org
Unbiased information about college programs started by a college professor.
The HomeScholar http://www.thehomescholar.com
Entire site devoted to homeschooling high school students. Free information and items to purchase.

Open Courses Online

MIT Open Courseware www.ocw.mit.edu
Lecture notes, exams, videos from MIT; 200 courses available.
Hippo Campus http://www.HippoCampus.org
High-quality, multimedia content on general subjects e.g. algebra, calculus, physics, statistics, U.S. history, biology and more.
Free-Ed http://www.free-ed.net/free-ed
Courses in the arts and humanities, business and economics, computer
science and information technology, social sciences, math and many
more.

Foreign Language

Mango www.mangolanguages.com
Complete language learning solution; many to choose from; interactive
course-$79.

Music

Classics for Kids http://ClassicsforKids.com
Information on classical music, instruments, composers, etc.

Educational Games

Fun Brain http://www.funbrain.com
Math and reading games for both kids and parents.
FileFolder Fun www.filefolderfun.com
Run by Christian homeschooling family. Pre-school-3.
Learning Games for Kids www.learninggamesforkids.com
Games for just about every subject, even brain games.

Worksheet and Printables

Worksheet Place www.worksheetplace.com
More than 2,000 worksheets in math, phonics, grammar, science and
more.
School Express http://www.schoolexpress.com
More than 16,000 free worksheets.
Handwriting Worksheets www.handwritingworksheets.com
Lots of practice sheets.

Homeschool.com is the #1 homeschooling site according to Google,
Yahoo & Forbes Magazine.

Top Choice Homeschool Curriculum 2014

Accelerated Christian Education
A.C.E. Lighthouse Christian Academy
New! BookShark
Christian Online High School
Dover Publishing
Global Student Network
How to Learn
International Virtual Learning Academy
King Alfred's English
K-12
Keystone
Laurel Springs School
Lulu Jr.
NFC Academy Online
Oak Meadow Curriculum & School
REA Test Prep
Science4Us.com
Spanish for You!
SpellingCity.com
Songs for Teaching®
Time4Learning.com
Time4Writing.com
Ultimate Phonics Reading Program
Uplifting Education
WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group

Arts and Crafts

Incredible Art www.incredibleart.org
Lesson plans for early childhood through grade 12.
DLTK www.dltk-kids.com
Crafts, printables, worksheets, games and more.
www.ndhsa.org ~6~

Scope & Sequence
By Gail Biby
A ‘scope and sequence’ is simply a plan. It contains a
course of study for various grade levels and spells out
the content of a particular curriculum. Another way to put
it: It is a guide for instruction. It allows the parent educator to plan ahead and to prepare for learning experiences that coincide with the material being used. It is
helpful for parent educators to use such a guide primarily
because we live in a state which mandates standardized
testing in grades 4, 6, 8 and 10, unless the parent
holds academic qualifications and chooses to opt
out for religious, philosophical or moral reasons.

grade level you are interested in; secular worldview.
•Veritas Press has another fine S & S for the classical education approach to instruction; go to:
http://www.veritas press.com/store

•Sonlight Curriculum® is a Christian homeschooling
company that specializes in literature-based homeschooling programs and has a very simplified S & S
at:
http://www.sonlight.com/scope_and_sequence.html

I retrieved all of the above and placed them in a 3-ring
binder for quick and easy reference.

Remember: this is only a guide and the parent educator
Standardized achievement tests are designed to test
can follow it as closely or as casually as desired. The
curriculum with a certain scope and sequence. If you
purpose is to help you demust continue or choose to
velop a course of study
continue to test, it is in your
appropriate to your child
best interest and your child’s
There is nothing sacred about a
and worldview. Make the
to have some guideline for
scope
and
sequence
chart.
.
.
.
Like
scope and sequence work
education similar to governfor you and your homea
formal
curriculum,
the
scope
and
ment schools.
school, not the other way
around.
sequence document should be
Clearly the worldview represented by current and future
Additionally, it can alleviate
considered only a tool to help a
standardized achievement
some of the natural contests will not be Biblical which
homeschooling parent, not an end
sternation that occurs
could affect your child’s test
in itself.
among beginning home
scores. This is another reason
educators. Can I really do
to work to remove the testing
this? How will I be sure
provisions for ALL homeKathi Kearney, Founder of Hollingworth Center
that my child is learning
schoolers, not just those with
for Highly Gifted Children everything he needs to at
academic qualifications. After
this grade level? Can I be
all, these tests are designed
somewhat assured my child
specifically to test public
will test reasonably well?
school children. However, the
The scope and sequence
fact remains: in North Dakoprovides you with a guide to assist you as you develop
ta, if you wish to comply with the law, home educayour educational plan … it is only a guide.
tors must test as prescribed by the NDCC unless
they have opted out as prescribed by law.
One other thought: If you are seriously strapped for
Many curriculum options provide a free scope and secash, with a good scope and sequence you can develop
quence with their materials. If you are using an eclectic
your own educational program by using your local public
approach or a non-textbook approach you can retrieve
library, the state library or a college/university library in
scope and sequences on the Internet. Listed below are a
your city. Obviously this would require an enormous
few sources:
commitment on the part of the parent educator, but it
could be done.
•A Beka Book - Nursery through grade 12; includes
Gail Biby has been working with home educators
in North Dakota for more than 26 years. She is
Bible training; very detailed; you can download it at:
www.abeka.com/Resources/ScopeAndSequence.html

•Trivium Pursuit offers a suggested course of study
for the Classical education approach.
www.triviumpursuit.com/articles/
suggested_course_of_study.htm

•Bob Jones University Press offers a detailed S & S;
you need Adobe to download; paper-based available
for no fee or go to:
www.bjup.com/catalog_pdfs/04_05scope_ sequence.pdf

•Detailed list can be downloaded at:
www.geocities.com/Heartland/4082/k-3.html

•World Book Encyclopedia has a detailed S & S
which you can print at www.worldbook.com Click the
button for ‘Parent Resource Center’ and click on the
~7~
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Getting Started in Home Education
By Gail Biby

Familiarize yourself with the
North Dakota law.
Carefully read the "Summary of the Law" section of this document. Considering N.D. history, our many legal struggles, and
the continued legislative challenges, we now have an easy to
understand and relatively easy to implement law. Read and
comprehend the law thoroughly to give you confidence in your
communication with school officials, family members, and other
concerned people. With a good grasp of the law, you are less
apt to be intimidated and fall prey to unnecessary requests and
demands. Often requirements requested by local superintendents are the result of ignorance on their part regarding the
current home schooling laws. A complete copy of the law is
found in this publication.

UPDATE: new

freedoms with
passage of 2017
bill...check it out in the
section on the law.

Be wise & polite in your interactions
with school authorities.
Keep a positive, respectful attitude. If relationships with the local school have been difficult you may want to have all communication in writing. If you find yourself being hassled, let HSLDA
intercede. The NDHSA is available to answer questions and
discuss concerns. It is recommended that you file your statements of intent by certified mail, especially if you anticipate difficulties. It is the obligation of home educators to maintain respectful and responsible relationships with their school district
of residence.

SEEK OUT SUPPORT

1. Join the North Dakota Home School Association, if you
have not done so already. The NDHSA provides assistance,
No parental qualifications except
advice and counsel. Though no attorney is on staff, the staff is
high school diploma or G.E.D.
knowledgeable on home education issues. NDHSA publishes a
1. Following the 2009 legislative session and the 2011 session monthly e-newsletter, The Eclectic Report; hosts an annual
(which removed the sunset clause and made this section of the spring convention featuring nationally-known speakers, numerous workshops, exhibit hall, used book sale, art exhibition, and
law permanent) the only qualification to homeschool in North
Dakota is to have a high school diploma or G.E.D. This was an a special evening session; oversees statutory changes during
the biennial legislative session; encourages the development of
enormous victory for parent educators. If you have neither the
local support groups; provides expertise in the area of educaaforementioned then you must be monitored by a N.D. state
tion and; publishes the N.D. Guide to Home School High
certified teacher for at least two years.
2. Remember, under the monitoring provision you can request School, a manual available for $20. Each NDHSA board member is or has been actively involved in educating their children.
that your local school district provide you with a monitor and
(Board member list on page 51.)
they must do so free of charge. Or you can privately contract
with any willing state certified teacher. The only qualification is
2. Contact your nearest support group. A list of area support
that she be currently certified in N.D.
3. If you must qualify using the monitoring option, be certain you group leaders/contact families. Please fill out the “contact supunderstand exactly what is required of you, the certified teach- port group” form on our website. Find other homeschooling families to fellowship with in order to support one another in this
er monitor, and the school. This will keep you from giving in to
important endeavor.
unnecessary requirements and from opening yourself to harassment. An article on the monitor’s duty and a copy of the
monitor’s progress report is found in this publication. RECOM- 3. Subscribe to publications written for home educators.
MENDATION: Take the G.E.D. and avoid the monitoring provi- Publications include: Practical Homeschooling (Mary Pride's
sion.
Magazine for Living & Learning at Home), Home Life, PO Box
1190, Fenton, MO 63026-1850, www.home-school.com; The
Old Schoolhouse, (the largest and widest-read magazine for
Join the Home School Legal Defense Associahomeschoolers), customer service 1.888.718.HOME or
tion and the NDHSA.
www.thehomeschoolmagazine.com; Home School EnrichHSLDA can give you expert advice, prevent you from making
ment, P.O Box 163, Pekin, IL 61555, 800.558.9523,
mistakes, support you in your efforts to teach your children and www.HSEMagazine.com; and The Court Report, HSLDA’s
handle problems you may encounter with school officials. It is
valuable member publication, www.hslda.org.
well worth the annual fee. To guarantee legal coverage, be certain you follow their guidelines. The NDHSA strongly recomThese publications can be very helpful and provide practical
mends that all home educators in N.D. become members of
assistance for the homeschooling family. They are written from
HSLDA. An HSLDA application can be retrieved at:
a Christian perspective. And there are many other informational
www.hslda.org
online magazines. Just ‘google’ or ‘bing’ to find additional resources.
Home educators in N.D. who are members of the NDHSA can
apply for membership in HSLDA using the Group Discount Plan
PHILOSOPHY AND GOALS
provided by the North Dakota
1.
Do
you
know
why you want to educate your child? DeHome School Association. You will
veloping
your
educational
and life philosophy
benefit from annual savings using
will help you keep focused. It will also help you
this program. ASIDE: Currently
articulate your thoughts when called upon to
attorney fees range from about
defend your decision to home educate. Take
$150-$300 per hour, much higher
time to learn and understand the different phifor some. HSLDA services are available to member families for
losophies of homeschooling. Read homea fraction of the cost through the annual membership fee.
school magazines and other periodicals. Even
some curriculum

YOUR membership matters!
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catalogs have words on the subject. Talk to other homeschoolers. Join in a discussion blog. In your process of learning, you
may discover the need to liberate yourself from your own public
school experience. See ‘Overviews of Methods and Philosophies’ this publication.
2. It helps to write out your own personal philosophy of
education. Don’t be overly fastidious about this. Your philosophy will develop as you continue your home education program.
Be realistic, but make a start. You can refer to it for encouragement. You may want to share it with others as the opportunity
arises. As your confidence and understanding of the educational process grow you will want to revise or redefine your philosophy. Thinking it through will help you persevere and sharpen
your focus. Again, it will aid you in articulating your reasons for
home educating your children.
3. Make a list of your goals in homeschooling. Where are
you headed? What do you want to accomplish? Be specific.
Refer to your goals in the weeks ahead. They will keep you on
track. You will find yourself developing new goals and abandoning some initial ones as you mature in your educational endeavors. A scope and sequence can assist you in developing academic goals (See article on same in this publication.). For the
Christian homeschooling family spiritual goals will play a very
important part.

needs. Unused and used nonconsumable material costs can be
recouped during the used book sale at the annual spring convention hosted by the North Dakota Home School Association.
Some local support groups also hold used book sales.
4. How much can you expect to spend? Cost depends on
your budget, the age of your child, resources already on hand
and your own creative time and energy. Pre-school through first
grade can be accomplished for under $50/year if you keep it
simple, make your own charts and worksheets, and maximize
use of the library. As the child gets older you will need to purchase more material. Some parents spend as much as they
would sending their child to a private school.
There are many ways to keep the costs down. Purchasing used
books can decrease costs. Reproducible and nonconsumable
material can be used by younger children in the years ahead.
Again, when you are finished with your resources, you can recover some of the costs at used book sales held by your local
support group or at the annual convention. Suggested purchase: Homeschool Your Child for Free by Gold & Zielinski;
filled with money saving tips and resources.

5. Gradually build a good library. Talk to people who read a
great deal. They may be able to tell you which of the "classics"
1.Before you start looking for teaching materials, decide what really are classics. Encyclopedias are passé because so much
is available on the internet. If you choose not to use the intermethod of teaching you will use. Do you prefer a correnet, look over the encyclopedias in the public library. Choose a
spondence course? Will you use a textbook approach, have
set your child will read. Encyclopedias cost too much to just sit
your children use workbooks and other self-directed study, or
perhaps unit studies are more your style. You may use a combi- on the shelf. They are now available on CD which is both a
money and space saver. Purchase a comprehensive dictionary
nation of these. Take time to read about teaching methods.
and maybe a smaller one for easy reference and a thesaurus.
You can find such information in curriculum manuals and books Again, all these resources are available online free of charge.
such as: Cathy Duffy’s Christian Home Educators‘ Curriculum Look for a world atlas, an almanac, a globe and basic art supplies. REMEMBER: Just about every kind of resource is now
Manual (available for elementary years and for junior/senior
high through various suppliers); and Debra Bell‘s The Ultimate available free online.
Guide to Homeschooling available at her website
www.DebraBell.com. Also, I strongly recommend Mary Pride’s In spite of the fact that the National Geographic is written from
publication, Mary Pride’s Complete Guide to Getting Started in an evolutionary belief system, a subscription will provide hours
and hours of good reading related to peoples and places. The
Homeschooling. This manual is comprehensive and can be
purchased for about $30 (it is worth every penny!) from: Home maps they provide periodically are without equal. The Institute
Life, PO Box 1190, Fenton, MO 63026 or call 636.529.0137 or for Creation Research ( ICR, P. O. Box 2667, El Cajon, CA
92021) also provides a monthly newsletter for a small annual
www.home-school.com.
fee. Answers magazine published by Answers in Genesis is an
amazing resource. Published quarterly for $24/ year; Answers
Many more resources are included in the resource list in this
publication. Also, for development of one’s educational philoso- in Genesis, POB 510, Hebron, KY 41048;
phy read: The Christian Home School by Gregg Harris and The www.AnswersMagazine.com.
Heart of Home Schooling by Chris Klicka. All of the aforementioned books/manuals are likely available at Amazon.com for a Some home educators have extensive personal libraries and
may be willing to 'check-out' their resource materials. It goes
fraction of the publisher’s SRP.
without saying (although I will say it anyway) that timely return
of borrowed materials in good condition is a must!
2. Next, look over the curriculum that is available. Browse
through curriculum catalogs or quicker yet, check out the interJan Bloom has
net. ‘Google’ or ‘bing’ ‘homeschool curriculum’. You will be
amazed. Look over material at curriculum fairs. See what those written a valuable reference, Who Should We Then Read?,
in your support group are using. You may want to send for sam- which will assist you to develop a fine home library. I have enples. Look for a curriculum consistent with the values you want hanced my personal library
to pass on to your children. Choose materials that help them
considerably by
think.

CURRICULUM AND RESOURCES

At the annual spring convention hosted by the NDHSA, curriculum providers in the exhibit hall can assist home educators.
Check with your local Christian bookstores. Some are now carrying curriculum for home educators. Many local support groups
schedule curriculum nights where families have an opportunity
to listen to reviews of curriculum made by families who have
used or are using the materials. These can be beneficial.
3. Not everything you order will work for you. Throughout
your homeschooling experience, you can expect to regularly
sample, test, discard and retain methods and materials, periodically reevaluating to be sure they are meeting your child's
~9~
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purchasing good used books from reputable vendors. Many
used materials are available at the annual convention for very
reasonable fees during the used-book sale.
Internet sites can provide you with many options for savings on
books. Two sites are www.amazon.com and www.buy.com
but there are many other sites where you can purchase good
used books.
Keep at your library building. Consider yourself in it for the long
haul. Good libraries take time, be patient. I continue to grow my
library with the plan to someday divide it between my six grandchildren, so I collect items specific to each child’s interests. Also, in our technoage, Kindle, iPads and the like will revolutionize home libraries. My concern: How will one pass those ‘books’
on to the next generation because in a year or less those technologies will be obsolete?

ORGANIZATION, SCHEDULES AND RECORDS
1. Plan for school space in your home. Most find it helpful to
have a specific place for lessons. Arrange the area to encourage concentration. You will want bookshelves, storage space
and files for good organization of supplies and records. If you
have cramped living quarters, use the kitchen table to work on.
Empty a cupboard and use it to store books and supplies. Be
creative! Education has very little to do with the area in which it
takes place. We have a library room, but mostly we use our
kitchen table.
2. Decide how much material to be covered in the school
year. Divide it by the number of days you will have school (4
hours/day for 175 days required by law in N.D.). This will give
you a rough idea of how to make your weekly lesson plans. You
may have to make adjustments according to your child's learning pace. It is not a race!
3. You may want to keep records such as attendance, lesson
plans, progress reports and health records. You can obtain
forms from curriculum suppliers or ideas on how to make your
own in curriculum manuals and other "how-to" books. There are
several organizers sold in the form of loose leaf notebooks specifically created for home schoolers. Christian Home Educators’
Curriculum Manual contains reproducible records including:
curriculum calendars, subject or unit worksheets, weekly study
logs, grade and attendance records, master schedules, daily
responsibilities (useful for planning your entire home life), charts
for tracking books read, transcripts, planning charts and standardized achievement test records. An excellent website for all
sorts of forms is www.donnayoung.org. The North Dakota
Century Code requires that the parent educator “shall maintain an annual record of courses taken by the child and the
child’s academic progress assessments, including any
standardized achievement test results.” Keeping good records is far more important in the high school years as you will
use these records to prepare your high school transcript for
college admission. During the elementary years record keeping
can (and probably should) be less detailed. The only time you
need to present your records for inspection is if you put your
child into a government or nonpublic school and the records are
requested.
4. Establish a routine that works for your family. Include time
for you to make preparations for each new week. I strongly suggest Marilyn Rockett’s Homeschooling at the Speed of Life for
help in this area.
5. Learn to run your household in an efficient manner. It is
difficult to teach with a mountain of housework looming and
clutter underfoot. Teach your children to do some of the chores
as a part of your family living skills course. Read books on the
subject and implement a plan. Since we serve a God of order,
orderliness ought to be an integral part of our lives. If your family has the means, hire a maid (I did this for our daughter during
the time she was caring for a toddler with a baby on the way).
This can free mom up to concentrate on more important educa-

tional and spiritual endeavors.
6. Do NOT become too busy. As you start this new chapter in
your life, you may need to drop most of your extra activities for
awhile. Life has seasons. Right now concentrate on the responsibilities God has given you--home and family. For wife and
mother there is no greater responsibility with such eternal consequences than the wise raising and nurturing of children.

PRACTICAL TIPS
1. Do not neglect the spiritual perspective. For the devout,
quiet time is not an option. You need God's strength for true
success and for wisdom to teach. However, do not become so
rigid in this pursuit that you lose the joy of communion with our
Heavenly Father and with your children. After all, God is with
His children at all times; one can commune even, and sometimes especially, during the hectic course of our day. He is an
ever-present help at all times.
2. Begin gradually or you may quickly "burn out.” Begin with
the basics: reading, writing, arithmetic and Bible. When you
and the children have a handle on that much, gradually add
other subjects. A wide range of good books from your public or
church library can painlessly enrich your child with knowledge in
other subject areas while you increase your skill and confidence.
3. Be careful with curriculum designed for classroom use.
Teaching at home is a tutor-student relationship. Therefore, you
can expect to make alterations as you prepare your lesson
plans. Eliminate wasteful busywork and repetition of skills
already mastered. That’s not to say repetition isn’t important—it
is, but doing worksheets for the sake of doing worksheets when
the child has clearly mastered the material is … well, silly. Move
at the child’s pace and do not become a slave to the clock, the
lesson plan or the expectations of others.
4. Fear of the standardized testing can cause undue pressure. Relax. Standardized testing is required by law in N.D. for
grades 4, 6, 8, and 10 unless you have parental academic qualifications that allow you to opt out of testing. Find out the general skills your child should know for his age level. What Your
child Should Know When is a skills evaluation guide for grades
1-8 available through various catalogs. Or call the Sycamore
Tree (800-779-6750) or visit their website for their Scoring High
practice tests.
5. When you are feeling overwhelmed, back off. Give you
and your children time to refresh yourselves and gain perspective. You will be a more effective teacher and the children will
be more enthusiastic students. It is not sinful to feel overwhelmed at times, but it might be sinful to stay that way!
6. You cannot teach everything there is to know to your
children. All honest educators realize that there is so much
knowledge that no one person, even in a life time, could ever
know all there is to know. Calm down. With a good scope and
sequence you can teach with confidence and your child will
have a well-rounded education.
The primary goal ought to be to make your child a faithful student of God’s Word, a lover of true wisdom and a life-long
learner.
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GOOGLE: Homeschool resources for further
resources and updated information. You will
be surprised at the plethora of helpful materials available!

Resource list

Compiled by Gail M. Biby
Legal contacts:
Home School Legal Defense Association
P.O. Box 3000
Purcellville, VA 20134 540-338-5600
mailroom@hslda.org www.hslda.org
Books:
Things We Wish We’d Known edited by Bill & Diana Waring.
Emerald Books.
Anecdotes from a wide variety of veteran home educators including
Monte and Karey Swan, Jessica Hulcy, Sharon Grimes, Miriam Heppner, and many more. I strongly recommend all of Diana Waring writings, especially Beyond Survival. She’s a real gem!
The Right Choice—Home Schooling by Christopher Klicka.
Noble Publishing.
An absolute must for every homeschool library. Deals with failure of
government education and covers legal, historical and practical issues.
The Heart of Home Schooling by Christopher Klicka
Broadman & Holman Publishers
A deep, probing and practical book on the real value of parent directed
education. Elisabeth Elliot states in the forward, “I have never seen a
better [book] for parents who are seeking to bring up their children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” That’s good enough for me!

The Future of Home Schooling by Michael Farris. Regnery Publishing.
A book of insight and encouragement plus a good deal about the history
of the movement along with answers to some of the most commonly
asked questions; some great appendices, too!
The Homeschooling Father by Michael P. Farris
Deals perceptively and honestly with the real role of the homeschooling
father. Quick and easy to read but filled with useful thoughts.
A Survivor’s Guide to Home Schooling
By Luanne Shackelford & Susan White. Crossway Books.
Mary Pride says this is a “Hilarious, upbeat, realistic guide to homeschooling … a great book for both the veteran and the timid beginner.”
Filled with both humor and reality.
Hints on Child Training by H. Clay Trumbull. Wolgemuth & Hyatt Pub.
Written in the late 19th Century by an ancestor of Elisabeth Elliot it is
filled with godly, though highly thought-provoking advice on discipling
and disciplining your children.
Books Children Love by Elizabeth Wilson. Crossway Books.
Outstanding reference book for developing a list of worthwhile books for
your library and/or reading pleasure. Divided into sections from animals
and art to science and technology.
Home Grown Kids by Raymond & Dorothy Moore. Word Books.
Moore’s have written many books on the subject of parent directed education. This book deals with most of the commonly asked questions.
Shepherding a Child’s Heart by Tedd Tripp. Shepherd Press.
A biblically based, jam-packed book dealing with the real issues of raising a godly generation.
The Way They Learn by Cynthia Tobias. Focus on the Family.
Filled with helpful information on determining your child’s learning style
using four dominate combinations.
The Christian Home School by Gregg Harris. Noble Publishing Associates, Gresham, OR.
An excellent book for those developing their philosophy of parent directed education. Overview of the biblical basis and the process.
Education, Christianity and the State by J. Gresham Machen. The Trinity Foundation.
~11~
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A thoughtful and thought-provoking attack on antiintellectualism written by one of the 20th Century’s greatest
intellectuals.
Passion and Purity by Elisabeth Elliot. Fleming H. Revell.
Okay, so EE is my favorite author and I highly recommend any of her
books, however, this is one book to add to your library and require it be
read by your blossoming youth. I have given many of these as gifts.
Facts not Fear by Michael Sanera and Jane S. Shaw. Regnery Pub.
A no-nonsense approach to teaching children about the environment
that won’t require tree hugging or animal deifying; lots of great stats
about what’s really happening with the ozone, deforestation, acid rain,
global warning and much more.
What Your Doctor May Not Tell You About Children’s Vaccinations
By Dr. Stephanie Cave. Warner Books.
I serendipitously found this little goldmine at Wal-Mart for only $3.94. It
addresses an issue many home educators are cautious about … state
mandated immunizations. But this isn’t your usual diatribe against all
vaccines. Instead this is a wise and balanced approach to assist parents
in making health care decisions for their children. I went back to WalMart and purchased every book on the shelf and gave them away.
The Underground History of American Education by John Taylor Gatto.
Oxford Village Press.
Here’s a tome that will put stiffness in your spine and give you the
gumption to begin or continue home education. Gatto’s work is one the
most startling books on government education in America. For a much
briefer look at the topic read Dumbing Us Down by Gatto. Quick, easy,
but troubling read!
Who Should We Then Read by Jan Bloom. Self-published.
www.abebooks.com then Booksbloom
This handy comprehensive, spiral-bound book contains information on:
care and repair of books, guide to references, multiple book listings by
categories and numerous biographies of authors. This is a real treasure
and will help you to build a useful home library.
For the Children’s Sake by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay. Crossway Bks.
This little jewel is filled with sage advice to change your thinking on what
an education is … and what it isn’t. Encourages respect for each child’s
learning style; a gentle approach to teaching a child to their own individuality; strongly encourages using real life, real people, real nature and
real books.
Across the Kitchen Table by Pam von Gohren. Beaver’s Pond Press,
Edina, MN; to order www.isd.net/home-ed-pro.com
A wise, witty and wonderful book written by a talented writer who’s been
in the homeschool trenches for more than two decades. Delightful!
Educating the WholeHearted Child by Clay & Sally Clarkson. Whole
Heart Ministries, www.wholeheart.org
Well-written, comprehensive and designed for the Christian homeschooler. Covers teaching models and methods, learning styles, home
management, and education resources. Reproducible forms.
The Harsh Truth About Public Schools by Bruce Shortt. Chalcedon,
POB 158, Vallecito, CA 95251.
Feeling a little weak-kneed about your abilities to homeschool? Think
your local school district isn’t like the rest of the country? Think a ‘highly
trained professional’ is better equipped to educate your children? Here’s
a must-read for every parent, particularly Christian parents. The information contained is well-researched with extensive end notes.

The Case Against Standardized Testing by Alfie Kohn. Heinemann.
packages.
You may have a definite repellence to forced standardized testing, but
here is a book that will help you figure out why and give you information Saxon Publishers
to verbalize your opposition.
2450 John Saxon Blvd., Norman, OK 73071 1-800-284-7019
www.saxonpub.com
Homeschooling at the Speed of Life by Marilyn Rockett. B&H Pub.
Offers the famous Saxon math program and Saxon phonics materials.
There are many books on the market telling you how to, why to, when
to and where to, but Mrs. Rockett describes how to sensibly balance
School of Tomorrow
home, school, and family for YOUR family.
P.O. Box 299000, Lewisville, TX 75029 1-972-315-1776
Biblical curriculum, multimedia & computer; individualized; K 3-12.
Curriculum:
(Editor’s note: This is just a very brief listing; everybody seems to be
Sing, Spell, Read & Write
writing their own curriculum these days. Go online and ‘google’ home1000 112th Cir. N Ste. 100, St. Petersburg, FL 33716
schooling curriculum. Plenty available.)
1-800-321-8322 www.singspell.com
Language arts curriculum employing the memory power of music.
A Beka Book, P.O. Box 19100, Pensacola, FL 32523-9983
1-877-223-5226 www.abeka.org/cfs
Sonlight Curriculum Ltd.
Traditional textbook approach for K-12. Widely-respected and chal8042 South Grant Way
lenging curriculum. Also complete video program.
Littleton, CO 80122-2705
303.730.6292 http://www.sonlight.com/
Alpha Omega Switched On Schoolhouse
Sonlight provides complete Christian Homeschool Curriculum with literAlpha Omega Publications, 300 N. McKemy Ave., Chandler, AZ
ature-rich, Christ-centered programs.
85226-9912 1-800-622-3070
An interactive CD-ROM curriculum for grades 3-12. Includes choices in Trivium Pursuit
Bible, language arts, math, history, geography, science, state history,
Harvey & Laurie Bluedorn
Spanish, health and college planning. Also, supplier of Power-Glide
PMB 168, 139 Colorado St., Muscatine, IA 52761 1-309-537-3641
language courses.
trivium@muscanet.com www.muscanet.com/~trivium
Classical education approach. Wonderful materials. Their book, The
Bob Jones University Press
Fallacy Detective, ought to be a part of every homeschool library.
Greenville, SC 29614 1-800-845-5731 www.bjup.com
Traditional classroom-style curriculum; highly respected; widely-used
Disabilities:
testing services. Test administrator must be approved by BJU.
NATHHAN
Tom Bushnell
BJU HomeSat
P.O. Box 39, Porthill, ID 83853 1-208-267-6246
1700 Wade Hampton Blvd., Greenvillle, SC 29614 1-800-739-8199
nathhanews@aol.com
www.NATHHAN.com
www.homesat.com
Teaching and training children with special needs; a national support
Video courses via satellite for K-12; recorded or aired live from studios; group.
interactive classes; initial set-up fee plus monthly rate.
National Academy for Child Development
Calvert School
P.O. Box 380, Huntsville, UT 84317 1-801-621-8606 www.nacd.org
105 Tuscany road, Baltimore, MD 21210 1-888-487-4652
Individualized programs for ADD, ADHD, autistic, PDD, Down Synwww.calvertschool.org
drome, gifted, learning disabled and dyslexic.
Secular K-8 classical curriculum materials.
Magazines:
Christian Light Education
Answers
POB 510, Hebron, KY 41048 800.350.3232
P.O. Box 1212-TM, Harrisonburg, VA 22801-1212 1-540-434-0750
Six basic subjects, phonics, optional full services include teacher train- www.answersmagazine.com
ing, telephone assistance & diplomas; more than 20 electives; Christian The best magazine on the market for creation science. A quarterly publibrary books.
lication I used in our homeschool.
Covenant Home Curriculum
N63 W23421 Main St., Sussex, WI 53089-3235
www.covenanthome.com
K-12 materials for use with the classical approach; subject modules,
prepared test sets, grade auditing services.
Greenleaf Press
3761 HWY 109N Unit D, Lebanon, TN 37087 1-800-311-1508
www.GreenleafPress.com
Winner of Practical Homeschooling’s Reader’s Choice Award for best
history program; unit studies; also titles on literature, art, music, science
& nature study.
KONOS
P.O. Box 250, Anna, TX 75409 1-972-924-2712 www.konos.com
Unit study approach; recently revised and made even more parent
friendly; publishes special election year handbook.

Landmark’s Freedom Baptist Curriculum
2222 E. Hinson Ave., Haines City, FL 33844-4209 1-800-700-LFBC
Bible-based, self-paced; operated as a ministry of Landmark Baptist
Church, fundamental, KJV only; K-12.
The Learnables
International Linguistics Corp. 1-800-237-1830 www.learnables.com
Foreign language courses featuring Spanish, French, German, Hebrew,
Chinese, Japanese, Russian and Czech.
Rod and Staff Publishers, Inc. , P.O. Box 3 HWY 172
Crockett, KY 41413-4348 1-606-522-4348
Traditional Mennonite materials: reading (widely used), foreign language, Bible, maps & timelines, reference and complete curriculum

God’s World News
P.O. Box 2330, Asheville, NC 28802 1-800-951-5437
A ‘weekly reader’ from a Christian worldview with free teacher’s guide
and posters.
Practical Homeschooling
Home Life
P.O. Box 1190, Fenton, MO 63026-1190 1-636-529-0137
www.home-school.com
A Christian bimonthly published by the Bill and Mary Pride family; loaded with great stuff!
The Old Schoolhouse
POB 8426, Gray, TN 37615 www.thehomeschoolmagazine.com
A quarterly magazine with helpful articles, reviews and interviews; a
really GREAT magazine!
WORLD magazine
P.O. Box 2330, Asheville, NC 28802 1-704-253-8063
www.worldmag.com
Like Time or Newsweek but from a Christian perspective. Must-read for
the Christian who wants to be well-informed on current political and
social issues.
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Manuals/curriculum guides:
Mary Pride’s Complete Guide to Getting Started in Homeschooling
About $30 from Home Life, Inc., P.O. Box 1190, Fenton, MO 63026
www.home-school.com
Gives new meaning to the word comprehensive! If this is the only volume you own, you will have a thorough understanding on a host of
issues. I will use this book for years to come. It’s my pick for the most
worthwhile addition to any homeschool library.
Christian Home Educators’ Curriculum Manuals (K-6 and 7-12) by
Cathy Duffy. Grove Publishing. 16172 Huxley Circle, Westminster, CA
92683 www.grovepublishing.com
Extensive information dealing with the philosophies of education, learning styles and teaching methods, goal setting, myriad reviews of materials, record keeping helps, and lots, and lots of resources addresses.
Home-designed High School Self-published by Diana Johnson.
Home-Designed Schooling, PO Box 133044, Tyler, TX 75713
Email: djohnson@thescroll.org
A mega-detailed scope and sequence! Contains oodles of useful information for the parent educator during the high school years. Deals with
the specifics of each high school course.
The Ultimate Guide to Homeschooling (with CD-ROM)
Tommy Nelson, Inc. Debra Bell Home School Resource Center, 1425
E. Chocolate Ave., Hershey, PA 17033 1.717.533.1669
debra@hsrc.com www.debrabell.com
Wow! This has everything: philosophy, curriculum, organization, homeschooling teens, computers and a resource guide.
North Dakota Guide to Home School High School
Published by the NDHSA, this guide has a plethora of great articles by
folks like Debra Bell, Cafi Cohen, David Callihan, Chris Klicka, Elisabeth Smith and many more. Compiled and edited by Gail M. Biby.
Available by contacting: office@ndhsa.org or www.ndhsa.org
Choosing & Using Curriculum by Joyce Herzog
Joyce Herzog.com 1.800.745.8212
A very helpful manual giving good guidance to curriculum choices.
Charlotte Mason Companion by Karen Andreola
Charlotte Mason Research and Supply Company, PO Box 758, Union,
ME 04862
Oh, if only I would have known about this gentle approach to education
years ago! This manual will help you in your daily homeschooling life,
assist you in developing your personal philosophy of education, and will
make you a better person.
The Story of North Dakota by Llora J. Knight. Self-published.
Knight Publications, 10740 44th St. SW, Dickinson, N.D. 58601
701.225.9042 or Email: knight_publishing@hotmail.com
Mrs. Knight wrote this comprehensive curriculum to fulfill requirements
for her university degree. It is complete with worksheets, tests, Native
American studies, natural resources, famous North Dakotans, government and cities. If your child completes this study program he/she will
have a very good understanding of the great state of North Dakota.
Reminder: N.D. studies are required in grades 4 and 8.
North Dakota Studies Project, State Historical Society of North Dakota
Bismarck, N.D. www.NDstudies.org
Research:
National Home Education Research Institute
Dr. Brian Ray, P.O. Box 13939 , Salem, OR 97309-3939
1-503-364-1490 mail@nheri.org www.nheri.org
The national research organization providing great material for use
against the most zealous of parent-directed education opponents. Dr.
Ray has published N.D.-specific research, too.
Home Educated and Now Adults by Dr. Brian Ray
Here’s a handy tool for quieting the skeptics. Dr. Ray’s research discovered some very reassuring information about adults who were homeschooled and the news is very good. Available from NHERI Publications at www.nheri.org
At the time of publication the website addresses, phone numbers and
addresses were correct. They may have changed so simply ‘google’ or
‘bing’ to find updated information. Also, I formerly included a listing of
website addresses, but they have become so numerous that I will simply leave space for you to write in your own choices.
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What Curriculum Should You Use?
When you hear the word curriculum, you probably think of books.
While your curriculum will most likely include quite a few books,
curriculum is simply a course of study (from the French courir: to
run). There is no such thing as The One, Perfect Curriculum, but
some approaches and materials will be a better fit for your child
than others. (This can even vary from child to child within one
family!)
“What curriculum should I use?” is the same as asking, “How do I
get there?” on this homeschooling journey. What you are really
asking for is a road map to successful home education. If I
asked you for directions, what’s the first thing you’d probably want
to know? Right—you’d want to know where I was trying to go, and
from where I was starting. To get somewhere, I need to know my
starting point and my destination, so I can determine the best
course to get me there. Following is some information to help you
make curriculum decisions.

Making a Plan

1. Where is my child now (figuratively speaking) and where do I
want him to be next year? Five years from now?
2. Why am I homeschooling? Once you determine where you
are going, will you take the “shortcut” or the “scenic route”? Are
you catching up or are you leisurely learning? This will influence
your curriculum choices.
3. Set your family goals. For what am I preparing my child?
What relationships, skills, or content knowledge do I need to cultivate in him? Goals should be measurable and attainable.
4. Understand differences in worldviews. You have a
worldview, and the publisher and author of the materials you use
have a worldview. Are they similar, or will you spend a lot of time
“correcting” the values presented? This is especially important
when training our little ones; for older students, this can be a timely opportunity to discuss differing views.
5. Research the various approaches. This is your “mode of
transportation” in the home education journey. Below is a basic
listing of the most common approaches. One particular approach
may be a great fit for your family or you may find that an eclectic
approach—mixing and matching or combining from several different approaches—may help you incorporate the ideal materials for
your student’s learning style. There is not one “right” way to
homeschool!
Common Learning Approaches
•
Traditional
•
Classical (includes Principle Approach)
•
Living Books
•
Unit Studies
•
Relaxed/Unschooling
•
Read about the pros and cons of various approaches
•
Read about homeschool teaching methods
6. Alternative routes and detours can be helpful. Have you
ever gotten behind the “Follow Me” truck in a construction zone?
Wouldn’t it be nice to have a lead vehicle when you’re homeschooling? Some of us need to start the drive with some assistance or a “lead car” like the Follow-Me truck in the construction
zone. This is especially true if you are beginning homeschooling
mid-year or “all of a sudden” and you wish you’d had more time to
plan a course, but you didn’t. You might choose a simple course
to get you “on the road” while researching your options for adjustments for later in the year or next year. For example, you could
just select a language program and a math program (for example,
Learning Language Arts through Literature combined with Saxon
math) and add living books from the library for science, history,
etc. Or you could select from the many prepackaged curricula
available, especially helpful for the first year, such as:
• Christian Liberty Academy
• BJU Press Homeschool
• Alpha Omega has paper-based LifePacs or their CDROM-based Switched-On Schoolhouse that can be

done independently or as correspondence courses.
ABeka correspondence or prepackaged
Sonlight prepackaged
Calvert
Christian Light
School of Tomorrow (Formerly ACE)
My Father’s World
Other various pre-packaged materials, or correspondence or online academies
Use such a program exclusively or select subjects to use. The
next year, you may choose to branch out from there, or continue
the program for the entire homeschool journey. Be prepared for
detours and alternative routes. Once, I was coming home from
Pittsburgh for at least the sixth time in a few months and suddenly
found myself in unfamiliar surroundings. I called my husband at
work (collect!) and asked, “If I’m on Skyline Drive, have I missed a
turn?” He sighed knowingly and got a map to help me figure an
alternative route to get back on track. You may make adjustments
along the way to get back on your homeschooling track—or you
may simply decide to revise your destination. Changing course to
reach your desired goal is not failure!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cost

7. How much will all this cost? Homeschooling costs more than
public school, but less than private school. That may sound pretty
non-committal, but the average of $500 can sound like a burden
or a relief, depending on your previous education experience!
Some expenses you’ll want to consider include:
•
Curriculum (most likely your greatest expense)
•
Testing fees
•
Home library
•
School supplies
•
Extracurricular activities/lessons
•
Professional memberships
•
State convention
8. Where do I find materials?
•
Curriculum fairs
•
State homeschool conventions
•
Book stores
•
Catalogs
•
Internet (search for the subject + homeschool curriculum)
•
Used curriculum shops
•
Support group swaps/fairs/used book sales
Before you buy, ask yourself:
•
How much time do I have?
•
How much money do I have?
•
Are there good books on this subject that I could
buy with the money?
•
How much structure do I want/need?
•
Does this material convey my values?
•
Does it encourage my children in the goals we’ve
set?
•
Is the material a good “fit” for my child?
Not only does homeschooling give you greater opportunity to encourage your child to achieve his academic potential, but it can
give you time and growth in character development and life skills.
Retrieved from Home School Legal Defense Association’s website April 2012. Contact HSLDA for information on many aspects
of private, parent-directed home education at: www.hslda.org.
The NDHSA strongly suggests membership in HSLDA.
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These are
‘yesterday’s’ prices so consider the
cost to be
a bit more.

What Does it Cost to Homeschool?
By Vicki Bentley
HSLDA Early Years
Coordinator
If you are considering home
education, you are very likely a
single-income family, and if
you’re like most of us, your
budget is pretty tight. Although I
have read that the average
homeschool family spends
about $500 per student per year, I have never personally spent
nearly that much.

KONOS curriculum, Diana Waring’s history
guides, Bible Study Guide for All Ages, Greenleaf Press, Five in
a Row, Student of the Word, Janice Van Cleave’s science
books, Beautiful Feet guides, etc.). The same applies if you can
re-use the material for a later student (such as math textbooks,
Learning Language Arts through Literature, most unit study
guides, or other non-consumable items).
Example of a bare-bones generic curriculum for grade seven, at
full retail pricing:
If you didn’t re-use this package for another child, you could resell all of it for approximately 50–75% of your original cost (in
decent shape, of course), bringing back $60–$90 of your original $125 investment (I subtracted roughly $3 for the consumable Land of Fair Play tests). If you re-use it and then sell it, your

My most expensive year was my first year, when I used a prepackaged curriculum and spent over $600 for three children
Saxon Algebra 1/2 Homeschool Kit
(okay, with inflation, maybe it would be $800 now!). As we have
accumulated non-consumable materials (“living books” or text- Learning Language Arts through Literature
books vs. workbooks), our home library has grown to the point
Janice Van Cleave’s Earth Science for Every Kid
of just adding a few supplemental materials each year.

$75
$25
$12

Land of Fair Play (with tests, answer keys)

Homeschooling costs more than public school, but less than
private school. That may sound pretty non-committal, but $500
can sound like a burden or a relief, depending on your previous
education experience! What are some of the expenses that you
should consider in drawing up an education budget?

(Prices vary greatly.)

$13
TOTAL

$125

per-child rate goes down tremendously.

Most expensive: The most expensive route would be schoolCurriculum
by-satellite, video courses, correspondence schools, or allThis is the broadest category and will most likely be your largest inclusive curriculum packages. These can run anywhere from
expense:
$500 to over $1000 per student. However, this is still less than
the cost of private school!
Least expensive: Some parents keep costs to a bare minimum
by borrowing or renting curriculum from a friend or a support
Testing or Evaluation Fees
group. Other options include utilizing the library, using discard- Standardized tests cost about $25–$45 per student; if you
ed school textbooks (be sure you also get the teacher guides), would like to hire someone else to actually administer the test,
or using all-inclusive basic curricula (such as thick, grade-level plan to pay an additional $25–50 per student. A private evaluaworkbooks available at discount stores, etc.).
tion can cost from $50 into the hundreds, depending on your
evaluator. You may also choose to have your child tested in the
E. D. Hirsch’s Core Knowledge series (What Your 1st Grader
local public school system if the school is testing at your child’s
Needs to Know, and subsequent grade levels) or the State
grade level (be aware that the results will be sent to the school).
Standards of Learning or What Your Child Needs to Know
(See N.D. law regarding testing.)
When used with library books would be examples of these options.
Professional Memberships
•
Local support group—$0-$30/year, depending on group.
A unit study approach utilizing borrowed books for content area •
N.D. Home School Association—$35/year.
subjects such as science and history, combined with discount•
Home School Legal Defense Association—$115/year (or
ed or used materials for skills subjects such as math and lan$95 if you are a member of a discount group).
guage arts, could cost less than $50 per older elementary child.
Home Library
For a primary student, combining Ruth Beechick’s Three R’s of (Not specifically curricular)
Learning (math, language, reading for K–3rd, $12 at the time of •
Resource books for mom and dad (consider it in-service
this publication) with Five in a Row (literature-based unit studtraining): $20–100
ies, $25) is one example of a well-rounded, parent-friendly cur- •
Homeschool magazine
riculum combination for less than $40.
subscription for mom and dad: $15–18/year
Moderate: A reasonable estimate would be about $250–350
Children’s resource books/magazines (God’s World, Nature
per child, including games, software, and books. You can keep Friend, etc.): $10–20
your bill down to a reasonable amount by selecting your materials from a variety of publishers. Some or all of these materials
can be purchased used at about a 30- to 50-percent savings.
Many publishers waive shipping if you purchase from them at
curriculum shows or state conventions (A Beka and Bob Jones
University Press both offer this discount, often at shows held at
area hotels throughout the spring and at a state convention).
Another budget saver is multi-level and/or reusable curriculum.
Those dollars seem to stretch if you can use the same contentarea program for all or most of your students (examples:
~15~
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Annual State Convention
are not necessarily critical items.
•
Full 2-day registration for parents, two elementary children,
Sample for three children in a sateland one teen: $80 + cost of children’s sessions, used-book sale
lite program (K, 2nd, and 8th) includtable rental, meals, special events. (e.g. ladies’ tea)
ed in bottom box.
•
On-site accommodations—2 nights: $200
At this cost per student for the year,
this is still less than the average. In
•
Food/parking: varies
subsequent years, the supplies may
cost substantially less because you
Extracurricular Lessons
are buying basically just paper and
In our area, music lessons cost approximately $15 per hour
pencils, or you may forego extra
(group rates are considerably less). Our homeschool band is
$285 per year, plus instrument, for a total of about $485. Ballet lessons, or put together your own
curriculum package for considerable
or gymnastics classes are about $25 per month for nine
months, for a total of $225. Individual or family membership in a savings of up to several hundred
gym or the local YMCA will vary. Local sports association fees dollars.
also vary, from $8 for our homeschool softball league to several
hundred dollars for varsity sports.
Be sure to purchase your core curriculum first, then add items
from the other categories as your budget allows. Once you
have an idea of what you plan to spend, divide it by 52 and set
I have recently paid $25 per two-hour class for my daughter to
that much aside each week in a “homeschool budget” fund.
take oil painting from a local artist, while one of our moms
teaches a weekly drawing class for $45 per month. Our support
group’s learning co-op fee is $10 per family per month (for supIf you have a lump sum of money at a particular time each year
plies); other co-ops charge per class.
(such as tax time), consider setting your budget amount aside
then. Many of these purchases can be made as funds allow, so
you might purchase school supplies in August, join the support
School Supplies and Other Items
This figure will depend on whether you buy brand-name binders group in September, pay for band in monthly installments, register for the state convention in April, pay for testing in May, buy
or budget spirals, how many children you are outfitting with
supplies, etc. Needs and desires will vary from family to family: curriculum in June, etc. Because I buy very little curriculum at
this point, I have actually begun a homeschool year with no
Many of these items will be one-time purchases, while others
resources or curriculum outlay, paying as we went for memberwill need restocking each year.
ships, classes, etc.

•

desks

•

markers,

•

scissors

•

sofa

•

dry erase markers

•

glue,

•

computer

•

marker board

•

science equipment

•

file cabinets

•

lesson plan book

•

•

bookcase

•

file folders

items specific to
your plans

•

storage unit

•

pencil boxes

•

paper

•

notebooks

•

hole punch

•

eraser,

•

stapler

•

globe

•

tape

•

paints

•

pens and pencils

•

calculator

Last, but certainly not least, pray about the needs you have for
your homeschool and ask God to provide for these things.
(Prices were accurate at time this article was posting; some
prices have likely changed since publication.)
Retrieved from HSLDA’s website April 2012. Visit
www.hslda.org for a plethora of information on beginning your
homeschool journey.
The NDHSA strongly recommends membership in Home
School Legal Defense Association. Visit their website and click
on the N.D. map for state specific information.

Miscellaneous
Field trips, gas money, admission for activities such as skating
or bowling, phone calls, school photos, yearbook, co-ops, outside classes, anything else that is not listed above. Again, these
•Curriculum—$700
•Annual testing—$25+ depends on service used, number of children and cost of test administrator
•Professional memberships—$95 HSLDA, $35 NDHSA

•Home library $you decide
•Annual convention (parents) $50
•School supplies $you decide
•Art lessons (1 mo, oldest) and softball $ dependent on number of students and classes
•Miscellaneous $ will often be more than expected

Total

YOU DETERMINE BASED on your finances and needs.
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Homeschooling on a Shoestring
By Vicki Bentley
HSLDA Early Years Coordinator

•
•

Science in the Creation Week
Considering God’s Creation

In homeschooling vernacular, expensive is a relative term.
Re-use your material for a later
While the average cost is about $500 a year per child, this goes
student.
down a bit in families with more children, since resources can
Invest in reusable, non-consumable texts
be shared, membership costs are not multiplied, etc.
rather than workbooks. This works
especially well for:
If your children have been in private school for $4,000–10,000 a •
Math textbooks
year per child, you’re probably planning a vacation with your
•
Language arts texts
homeschooling savings and are only reading this article to kill
•
Most unit study guides
some time!
•
Games
But if they’ve been in a conventional school setting or are just
Living books (including both fictional
beginning school, it’s prudent of you to count the cost, to be
and non-fiction literature).
prepared. You’ll want to invest in your core curriculum materials
first, then add other items as your budget allows
Don’t make it complicated.
Math + language arts + well-rounded reading/hands-on discovIt is possible to homeschool with just a Bible and a library card, ery in other subject areas = a common sense basic curriculum
but most of us will add a bit. I was able to homeschool seven
for little money. For example:
children at a time for less than $100 in a year, once I had accu- •
K-3rd—Ruth Beechick’s The Three R’s of Learning ($12 for
mulated a few non-consumable resources. Here are a few idemath, reading, and language) + Five in a Row ($25 for literas to homeschool on a shoestring budget:
ature-based unit studies) + Bible + library card = $37 and
all items are non-consumable (re-sellable)
Save on textbooks and other curricular materials.
•
4th-8th—Learning Language Arts through Literature ($27;
•
Borrow or rent books—check with your local support group.
activity book optional) + Saxon math ($70) + Bible + library
•
Purchase used books.
= $97 (all non-consumable)
•
Public school give-aways. (Use with extreme caution beThese totals would be even lower if the materials were purcause of worldview content and the need for teacher texts chased used; books could be re-sold to recoup some of the
that you usually won’t get—but I’ve seen atlases, encyclo- funds at the end of the year.
pedias, typing practice books, maps, and more.)
•
Library sales.
Save on school supplies and furniture.
•
Educational “wish lists” to family members for gift-giving
•
Stock up on inexpensive spiral notebooks in August—they
times.
won’t be that inexpensive again all year, and they are good
•
Use your state’s standards of learning listing and check out
for school work, phone messages, and more. The wideappropriate library books.
ruled ones give more space for lettering and numbers for
•
Use World Book’s standards of learning with library books.
younger students, while the college-ruled variety are more
•
Use a major textbook publisher’s scope and sequence with
popular for middle schoolers.
library books.
•
Paper—again, lowest pricing of the year
•
Use What Your Child Needs to Know When or The Check- •
Home computer—doesn’t need to have bells and whistles;
list (or Teaching Children by Diane Lopez) as a guide to
check classified ads in print and online. Some stores offer
what to teach, then use library books or living books.
educator discounts on hardware as well as software.
•
Utilize an all-in-one program such as What Your 3rd Grad- •
Art-quality colored pencils—Not the cheap, waxy ones.
er Needs to Know or comprehensive workbooks (not an
These are worth a little more, since they are easily sharpideal long-term solution, but helpful in a financial pinch).
ened, store well, offer good paper coverage and true colors
(and don’t melt in the car!).
Laminate your books and answer keys with clear Contact™
paper for durability.
Budget-minded lesson planning.
•
Inexpensive spiral notebook
Use multi-level curriculum.
•
Print planning pages from the Internet (if in the
Use grade-specific materials for each child for skills subjects
public domain)
such as math and language arts, then use multi-level materials
•
Computer
for content-area subjects such as science, social studies, char•
White board
acter/Bible, art, health, etc, working with all of your children
•
Journal
together, to economize on time and money! Here are a few
suggestions:
A planbook with spaces large enough for several children.
•
Konos curriculum
•
Diana Waring’s history guides
Frugal field trips
•
Bible Study Guide for All Ages
Field trips can help excite a child about an upcoming topic, or
•
Greenleaf Press
give closure to a topic already covered. Many facilities offer
•
Five in a Row
group rates; invite another family to join you to meet the
•
Student of the Word
•
Janice Van Cleave’s science books
mum and provide “socialization” at the same time! Other venues offer student discounts or family discounts (one family of 12
•
Beautiful Feet guides
got a group discount and the cashier gave the husband the bus
•
Daily Bread
driver freebie!). Theme parks, state fairs, historic sites, and oth•
Valerie Bendt’s Unit Studies Made Easy
er public attractions often promote discount days for home•
Heart of Wisdom
schoolers.
•
Tapestry of Grace
~17~
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minimum and provide “socialization” at the same time! Other
venues offer student discounts or family discounts (one family
of 12 got a group discount and the cashier gave the husband
the bus driver freebie!). Theme parks, state fairs, historic sites,
and other public attractions often promote discount days for
homeschoolers.
Join your state and local
groups.
Consider joining your state organization and local support group,
where you will often find timely
information on discounts, contests, workshops, book and clothing swaps, sports programs, field trips, and more—what a bargain for a small fee each year. The membership itself will often
qualify you for an educator’s discount, and membership in
some state organizations yields a nice discount on your HSLDA
membership!
Math tools on a tight budget.
•
Manipulatives—beans, popsicle sticks (rubberbanded by tens for place value, with ten-stacks
tied with ribbons to denote hundreds), homemade
flash cards
•
Math games—True Math, Monopoly, Set, 24,
Number Jumbler
•
Anything with money or points
•
Family Math
•
Measuring cups, scales, tape measures
•
Food (evenly cutting a pizza = fractions, fairly
distributing M&M’s = division)
•
Cooking
•
Calculator skills
•
Calendars
•
Car gauges
•
Clocks and watches

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Animal habitat studies
Weather observation
Geology of your yard
Broken appliances to be disassembled to figure
out how things work
Batteries, flashlights
Kitchen chemistry (melting/freezing/boiling points;
solutions; etc.)
Food chemistry! (crystallization in fudge; yeast
multiplication, gluten and carbon dioxide development in bread; caramelization)
Cars, bicycles, lawn mowers-machines/
maintenance
Scout handbooks
Camping (rustic)
Extension service, Master Gardener program, etc.
Local clubs, including robotics and other interests

Science and nature museums, observatories, botanical
gardens, zoos, farms.

Social Studies on a shoestring.
•
Large map on the table, protected by a clear plastic layer (available by the yard at fabric departments; generally under $3)
•
Fill-in blank maps of countries, continents, states, etc.
•
Ethnic restaurants
•
Genealogy research
•
Look up the day they were
born (library research, also
falls under Language Arts!)
•
Government publications
•
Local museums, historical societies
•
History re-enactments
•
Historic landmarks
•
Travel
Language arts aids.
•
Geography of various regions you have visited (or
•
Language games such as Scrabble, Guggenheim,
would like to visit!)—foods, people, topography,
Taboo, The Play’s the Thing, Scattergories, etc.
history, government, etc.
•
Dictionary and thesaurus
•
Town and state government buildings and
•
Tape recorder/video camera
meetings
•
Computer
•
Homemade timeline
•
Puppet theater in a doorway (a sheet tossed over
a tension rod, with Dollar Store hand puppets)
•
Newspaper (a day old from the neighbors is prob- Retrieved from HSLDA’s website April 2012. Check out their
ably timely enough)
site at: www.hslda.org. They have many great helps for those
•
Penpals—especially relatives
just beginning the homeschool adventure. Home School Legal
•
Toastmasters club
Defense Association is the homeschool watchdog at the na•
Book signings at a local bookstore
tion’s capitol and works to keep homeschooling legal in North
•
Spiral notebook with magazines, scissors, and
Dakota and is diligently at work around the world where in
gluesticks (Cut out things that make a B sound
some places homeschoolers are persecuted and prosecuted.
and glue onto the B page; cut out M words and
Join today. If you are a member family of the NDHSA you will
glue onto the M page ….)
receive a 10% discount on HSLDA membership fees. Not a
member yet? Go to: www.ndhsa.org
Collections—build organization and classification skills;
can help with alphabetizing.
Science on a dime.
•
Backyard botany
•
Raising animals (for fun and profit!)
•
Nature journals
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Student Contests: A Real Motivator
By Debra Bell
Used with permission.

standard procedures. Students learn to think logically, defend
their points reasonably, and gain a great deal of confidence in
their ability to articulate their passions publicly. Plus, in the process of friendly competition, your kids will make friends with
home schoolers from around the country. You will always find a
lively discussion going on in the debate folder of the Homeschool Channel Forums. (www.hslda.org)

Want to spark some interest in your kids in a subject they lack
motivation? Have you considered participating in one of the
many academic competitions now open to homeschoolers?
This approach sure beats nagging, and it has been a favorite
activity not just for my kids and their friends – but the parents as
well. Here are some we’ve really enjoyed:
Knowledge Open Academic Competition: Elementary
through high school levels
I found this competition for my sons when they said they didn’t
Pizza Hut Book-It Program: Preschool-6th
really like competing against their friends (as in our local Geog(www.bookitprogram.com) -This well-known national incenraphy Bee), but rather wanted to work with them. Knowledge
tive program awards kids a personal pan pizza monthly if they
Open quizzes kids across the curriculum, so you build a team of
complete the reading goals set by their parents. Homeschoolstudents with strengths in a variety of academic areas. On the
ers must organize themselves into groups and Pizza Hut no
day of the competition, teams take a timed quiz via computer.
longer offers the end of the program pizza party, but we still
The quiz is automatically scored and submitted to the national
underwrite it at our co-op and the local Pizza Hut gives us a
headquarters. The top scoring teams in a variety of categories
good discount on the dozen or so pizzas we order.
(school size, age of students) are ranked and published.
Knowledge Open provides inexpensive resources for preparing
your team, and in the process all the kids will master content in
Math Olympiad: Grades 4-8 (www.moems.org) - You need
at least four kids and a math coach to run this program, but it is a variety of subject areas. There are competitions throughout
the year; you can participate as much as you like or can afford.
well worth your time. I have worked with kids who have only
(www.greatauk.com).
used the Math Olympiad program and the organizations’ practice material for a full year of math. These kids have done exThinkQuest: Ages 12 through 19
ceptionally well on standardized tests and college boards after
This is an Internet-based competition, and you can actually
their involvement. The cost is $75/team. Founder George
build teams with kids from anywhere in the world. Homeschool
Lenchner’s book Creative Problem Solving In School Matheteams have participated as well as teams that are a mix of pubmatics is a great text to use with upper elementary students.
lic, private and homeschooled students. There are endless posDon’t be dismayed if you find the problems overwhelming at
sibilities. Each team’s challenge is to build a content-rich, Webfirst – that’s the beauty of the program. You and your kids will
be tickled to find how simple it is to solve these problems once based educational tool, i.e. Website. Some of the best educational sites on the Web have come out of this competition. It’s a
you have mastered the strategies. “Meets” must be held on
great way for your kids to learn how to master the vast technoofficial dates October through March.
logical tools now available. (www.thinkquest.org)
Math Counts: Grades 7-8 (www.mathcounts.org) - A great
follow-up competition to Math Olympiad, though the two organizations are not related. This program emphasizes problemsolving skills and analytical thinking. It will sharpen your kids
across the board. Your group of any size practices the math
strategies as often as you like and then should hold qualifying
rounds in January. Your top 4 students and coach attend the
regional meet in February, and the top teams then go on to the
state competition in March. Our co-op teams were surprisingly
successful because our coach stayed involved for a number of
years. We had solid kids on the team, but not natural “math
whizzes.” In Kayte’s final year of participation, the team came
in 5th out of 28 schools and won praises from the judges because they were an all-girl team – probably the only one there.
National Geography Bee: Grades 4-8
(www.nationalgeographic.com ) - The National Geographic
Bee occurs in three stages. First, hold your bee at the local
level before your state’s deadline, usually mid-January. Your
winner must take a written test, and the top 100 scorers go on
to the state bee in April. Winners of the state bees, go to Washington, D.C. for the national challenge in May. You must register your co-op before October 15, and your Bee must include at
least 8 students. The Geo Bee was always my source of motivation for learning geography during these middle years. Our
Geosafari was out of the cupboard once again, our atlases and
maps were fought over, and every back issue of World, National Geographic’s magazine for kids, was read cover-to-cover.
HSLDA National Debate Tournament: High school level
The National Debate Tournament is well organized according to
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SMG Stock Market Game: Grades 4 through adult
Here’s where my kids’ interest in investing got started. Kayte,
Mike and Gabe have all participated in this competition through
our homeschool co-op. Each team of kids is given a hypothetical $100,000 to invest in the stock market. Stocks and team
standings can be tracked via the Internet. (We were using old
technology when we first did this – i.e. daily newspapers.) Now
with real-time stock quotes available online, this can be a very
addicting game. For us, we had a lot of fun investigating companies, finding out what they produced and learning to read
financials. After this experience, my sons put their college savings into a portfolio that has done quite well. Kayte just got hers
started, and managed to visit the New York Stock Exchange
and Commodities Trading Center this past year. The homeschool mom who coached our co-op teams started her own
investment club! (www.smgww.org)

Want to find out more about academic competitions and contests –
Scott Pendleton’s books The Ultimate Guide to Student Contests,
K-6th and The Ultimate Guide to Student Contests, 7th-12th are the
definitive sources of information. Pendleton specifically includes
information on homeschoolers involvement. Available at:

www. debrabell.com

Socialization: Homeschoolers Are in the Real World
By Christopher J. Klicka

available. Homeschool families, as
a whole, do not
raise their children
in social isolation.2

Academically homeschoolers have generally excelled, but
some critics have continued to challenge them on an apparent
"lack of socialization" or "isolation from the world." Often there
is a charge that homeschoolers are not learning how to live in
the "real world." However, a closer look at public school training In addition, severshows that it is actually public school children who are not living al studies have
in the real world.
been done to
measure homeFor instance, public school children are confined to a classroom schoolers' "selffor at least 180 days each year with little opportunity to be exconcept," which is
posed to the workplace or to go on field trips. The children are
the key objective
trapped with a group of children their own age with little chance indicator for esto relate to children of other ages or adults. They learn in a vac- tablishing a child's
uum where there are no absolute standards. They are given
self-esteem. A child's degree of self-esteem is one of the best
little to no responsibility, and everything is provided for them.
measurements of his ability to successfully interact on a social
The opportunity to pursue their interests and to apply their
level. One such study was conducted by John Wesley Taylor,
unique talents is stifled. Actions by public students rarely have using the Piers-Harris Children's Self-Concept Scale to evaluconsequences, as discipline is lax and passing from grade to
ate 224 home-schooled children. They study found that 50 pergrade is automatic. The students are not really prepared to op- cent of the children scored above the 90th percentile, and only
erate in the home (family) or the workplace, which comprise a
10.3 percent scored below the national average. 3
major part of the "real world" after graduation.
Another researcher compared private school nine-year-olds
Homeschoolers, on the other hand, do not have the above
with homeschool nine-year-olds and found no significant differproblems. They are completely prepared for the "real world" of ences in the groups in virtually all psycho-social areas. Howevthe workplace and the home. They relate regularly with adults
er, in the area of social adjustment, a significant difference was
and follow their examples rather than the examples of foolish
discovered: "private-school subjects appeared to be more conpeers. They learn based on "hands on" experiences and early
cerned with peers than the home-educated group."4 This is
apprenticeship training. In fact, the only "socialization" or aspect certainly an advantage for home-schooled children who can
of the "real world" which they miss out on by not attending the
avoid negative peer influence.
public school is unhealthy peer pressure, crime, and immorality.
Of course, the average homeschooler wisely learns about these In 2004, Dr. Susan McDowell wrote “But What About Socializathings from afar instead of being personally involved in crime or tion? Answering the Perpetual Home Schooling Question: A
immorality or perhaps from being a victim.
Review of the Literature” following a challenge to document the
common idea that homeschoolers are not socialized in comparPractically, homeschoolers generally overcome the potential for ison to those students in public schools. McDowell, whose PhD
"isolation" through heavy involvement in church youth groups,
from Vanderbilt University is in educational leadership, claims:
4H clubs, music and art lessons, Little League sports participa- “It’s a non-issue today. All the research shows children are dotion, YMCA, Scouts, singing groups, activities with neighboring well.”5
hood children, academic contests (spelling bees, orations, creative and research papers), and regular involvement in field
Dr. Linda Montgomery studied homeschool students between
trips. In fact, one researcher stated, "The investigator was not
the ages of ten and twenty-one and concluded that homeprepared for the level of commitment exhibited by the parents
schooled children are not isolated from social activities with
in getting the child to various activities. It appeared that these
other youth. She also concluded that homeschooling may nurstudents are involved in more social activities, whether by deture leadership at least as well as the conventional schools do. 6
sign or being with the parent in various situations, than the average middle school-aged child."1
Thomas Smedley prepared a master's thesis for Radford University of Virginia on "The Socialization of Homeschool ChilIn nearly every community throughout the country, local home- dren." Smedley used the Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales to
school support groups have formed in addition to the state-wide evaluate the social maturity of twenty home-schooled children
homeschool associations. In many areas these local support
and thirteen demographically matched public school children.
groups sponsor weekly and monthly activities for the homeThe communication skills, socialization, and daily living skills
school students, including physical education classes, special
were evaluated. These scores were combined into the
speakers, sports, camping, trips to museums, industries, farms, "Adoptive Behavior Composite" which reflects the general maparks, historic sites, and hundreds of other activities. Regular
turity of each subject.
contests are also held including spelling bees, science fairs,
wood working contests, and geography contests. Homeschool- Smedley had this information processed using the statistical
ers in many localities have formed homeschool choirs, bands,
sports teams, bowling leagues, educational and activity clubs of
every kind, and many types of resource libraries.
The state homeschool associations generally sponsor a major
conference where homeschool children can attend and the older children perform plays, assemble yearbooks, and participate
in graduation ceremonies for eighth and twelfth grades.
A review of the state homeschool association and local support
group newsletters testify of the great many social activities
www.ndhsa.org ~20~

program for the social sciences and the results demonstrated
that the home-schooled children were better socialized and
more mature than the children in the public school. The homeschooled children scored in the 84th percentile while the
matched sample of public school children only scored in the
27th percentile.
Smedley further found that:
In the public school system, children are socialized
horizontally, and temporarily, into conformity with their
immediate peers. Home educators seek to socialize
their children vertically, toward responsibility, service,
and adulthood, with an eye on eternity.7
In another 1992 study, Dr. Larry Shyers compared behaviors
and social development test scores of two groups of seventy
children ages eight to ten. One group was being educated at
home while the other group attended public and private
schools. He found that the home-schooled children did not lag
behind children attending public or private schools in social
development.
Dr. Shyers further discovered that the home-schooled children
had consistently fewer behavioral problems. The study indicated that home-schooled children behave better because they
tend to imitate their parents while conventionally-schooled children model themselves after their peers. Shyers states, "The
results seem to show that a child's social development depends
more on adult contact and less on contact with other children as
previously thought."8

Dr. Brian Ray reviewed the results of four other studies on the
socialization of homeschoolers and found:
Rakestraw, Reynolds, Schemmer, and Wartes have
each studied aspects of the social activities and emotional characteristics of home-schooled children. They
found that these children are actively involved in many
activities outside the home with peers, different-aged
children, and adults. The data from their research suggests that homeschoolers are not being socially isolated, nor are they emotionally maladjusted.9
J. Gary Knowles, University of Michigan Assistant Professor of
Education, released a study done at the University of Michigan
which found that teaching children at home will not make them
social misfits. Knowles surveyed 53 adults who were taught at
home because of ideology or geographical isolation. He found
that two thirds were married, which is the norm for adults their
age. None were unemployed or on welfare. He found more than
three fourths felt that being taught at home had helped them to
interact with people from different levels of society. He found
more than 40% attended college and 15% of those had completed a graduate degree. Nearly two thirds were selfemployed.
He stated, "That so many of those surveyed were selfemployed supports the contention that homeschooling tends to
enhance a person's self-reliance and independence." Ninety-six
percent of them said that they would want to be taught at home
again. He stated, "Many mentioned a strong relationship engendered with their parents while others talked about self-directed
curriculum and individualized pace that a flexible program of
homeschooling permitted."10
As mentioned earlier, the greatest benefit from homeschool
socialization is that the child can be protected from the negative
socialization of the public schools associated with peer pressure, such as rebellious attitudes, immaturity, immorality, drugs,
and violent behavior.
Adapted from The Right Choice: Home Schooling by Christopher J.
Klicka. Chris Klicka was Senior Counsel of the Home School Legal
Defense Association, as well as Director of State and International Re~21~
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lations until his home going
in 2009. He authored several books, including "The
Right Choice." The Home
School Legal Defense Association, established in 1985,
is a nonprofit, 85,000 member organization dedicated
to protecting the right to
homeschool in the courts,
state legislatures, and the
U.S. Congress. HSLDA
promotes homeschooling
through commissioning research and working with the media, colleges,
and in many other areas. To receive more information on how you can
join HSLDA call 540-338-5600 or visit their Web site at www.hslda.org.
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Three Easy-to-Remember Opportunities for Living the Educational Life
By Karen Andreola
A home teacher wanders through a maze of options. The complexity she faces can easily put her in a muddle. Decisions of all
kinds must be made. Upon entering the maze it is good to
pause and ask, “What is education all about?” At the mention
of the word education what comes to mind? Do you see what I
see? Do you see a chalk board, rows of desks with bored or
bewildered children sitting in them, red marks on papers, heavy
textbooks with long lists of questions to answer, pop quizzes,
and report cards?

•
•
•

Putting together a model
Roman villa, a pyramid, a
castle*
Building a kite from a kit
and flying it
Pushing little brother on a
swing

Is this what education is all about?

A frequent request in our house
was “Mom, look what I made.”
Hearing these words from my
children always created a quiet
and satisfying joy in my heart.

In the early years of my homeschooling experience, the more I
read about Miss Charlotte Mason’s views on education the
more I understood that this is not essentially what education is
all about. Miss Mason, a nineteenth-century British educator,
helped me through the maze. She liked to use the old Saxon
phrase bringing up to express her educational ideas. With this
refreshingly new concept of education held in the back of my
mind I worked toward having well brought up children.

Something to Think About
Something to think about is one of the most important parts of
living “the educational life.” It is appreciating what other people
have to tell us in their books, their thoughts, and their jokes. It is
noticing beauty in music, paintings, or buildings. It is observing
country seasons, sights and sounds, trees, insects, birds, and
flowers. Children’s horizons need to be wider than their workbooks.*

To simplify, I aimed to give my children each day:

People who learn to use their minds do not rush off to every
kind of amusement or get hooked on passive screen time.
When young, children’s minds are naturally curious. Their curiosity can be “schooled out of them” by too much emphasis on
testing. Children will, however, regain an open mind when they
are presented with ideas that are interesting and inspiring. One
example of this is giving children heroes in history, science, and
religion. As you do, you will be giving your children something
worthwhile to think about—not just for a test—but ideas to welcome as part of their lives, inspiring ideas that contribute to
their personalities. Are the materials in your homeschool—the
books, arts, the audio CDs, activities, and observations—
interesting?

Someone-something to love,
Something to do,
Something to think about.*
It

was in
uncovering an old article written by Miss Mason’s biographer that I
first came across this triplet. It stuck by me through all my
homeschooling years. It was one of the most helpful outlooks
I’d come across. Seeing education as consisting of three easyto-remember opportunities may help you maneuver through the
maze too.

Someone-Something to Love
The child is a person. He is not enlightened by means of an
overabundance of multiple-choice tests but rather by people in
his life whom he comes to know, admire, and love. We are educated by our relationships: our family, our friendships, and by
our intimacies. Think of how the actions of someone you admire
influence your behavior. Similarly, think of how a boy’s interest
is sparked by a hobby he loves, and to which he devotes his
time and trouble. There are opportunities to love (and serve) in
every home.

We all want well brought up children, children who are successful in life. Well brought up children are those who have gained
the skills and power to live the life God has given them in a way
God intended. To gain this power—power to choose the good
and resist the evil—a child is trained by parents in loving, working, and thinking. These teach what no school system can.
If you give your children someone and something to love,
something to do, and something to think about, every day, you
will be doing very well. This is what education is all about.
*Passages are borrowed from A Charlotte Mason Companion, pages
23, 24, 25.

Home educators know Karen Andreola by her groundbreaking book A
Charlotte Mason Companion. Karen taught her three children
through high school—studying with them all the many wonderful things
her own education was missing. The entire Andreola family writes prodSomething to Do
uct reviews for Christian Book Distributors. Knitting mittens and
When our children complain, “There is nothing to do,” what they sweaters and cross-stitching historic samplers are activities enjoyed in
really mean is “amuse me.” Sitting passively in front of a screen Karen’s leisure. For encouraging ideas, visit her blog:
www.MomentswithMotherCulture.blogspot.com/.
is not really a worthwhile thing to do. A child can be guided in

meaningful tasks of recreation and service. Such things “to do”
could be:
•
Listening to little sister read aloud or teaching her how to
“jump in” at jump rope
•
Writing a play to put on for family members or giving a puppet show
•
Practicing a song on the violin or piano to play at the old
folks’ home or church
•
Peeling vegetables for soup or salad
•
Planning or tending a garden
•
Working with wood or leather
•
Sewing doll clothes, quilting, learning to make a mitten

Copyright, 2012. Used with permission. All rights reserved by author.
Originally appeared in The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, January 2012.
Read this digital, interactive magazine free by visiting:
www.TOSMagazine.com or read on your Kindle Fire or Apple and Android devices by downloading the free TOS apps.
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Testing fact sheet
Information prepared by
Gail M. Biby
Currently testing is required
for North Dakota’s home
educated students in
grades 4, 6, 8, and 10 unless the parent chooses to opt
out based on philosophical, moral or religious beliefs. Academic requirements are no longer required but may still be
used if you choose not to base your opt-out choice on philosophical, moral or religious beliefs. The parent may request
the local school district do the testing but they must employ a
standardized achievement test used by them and rendering
scores in percentiles. The testing is to be done in the child’s
learning environment or at the public school AT THE
PARENT’S DISCRETION.
Our attorney at HSLDA, Dee Black, declares the following regarding who pays for the testing:
Regarding the test question, the statute gives parents two choices: to select one used by the school
district or to select a nationally-normed, standardized
achievement test not used by the school district. If
the parent chooses a test used by the school district,
then the school district must pay for the cost of the
test. The statute presumes that the school district
uses tests in grades four, six, eight and ten, the
years for which testing is required in home education
programs. Notable is the fact that the statute does
not say that a parent may choose a test used by the
school district if the school district uses a test at
those grade levels. The school district cannot eliminate one of the statutory options for parents by taking the position that it does not use tests at those
grade levels. It is clear from a reading of the statutes
for testing that the North Dakota Legislative Assembly intended for parents to have two options for test
selection, one of which permitted the parent to obtain
the test at no cost. Local districts may not thwart this
legislative intent by refusing to provide parents with a
test at the designated grade levels.
A parent may choose to privately test using any nationallynormed standardized achievement test. The family then bears
the cost of test. They may request a test administrator from
their school district of residence or the parent may privately
contract for such services from any willing N.D. state certified
teacher.

Types of tests

STANDARDIZED A standardized test is an assessment that
has been devised from a sample of primarily public school students of a certain grade and age in a particular area. After the
test has been administered to this group, an average of the
group’s score is determined as the ‘standard’ for that grade and
age. Each student of the same grade and age who thereafter
takes the test is assessed according to the average of the sample peer group—hence, ‘norm-referenced’ or simply ‘normed’
testing.
The scoring system used by these tests is three-tiered:
‘percentile rank’, ‘stanine’, and ‘grade equivalent’.
Percentile rank – Considered by many to be the most
accurate of the three. A word of caution: this does not reveal
the percent that your child got correct but rather ranks him to
the sample peer group of children his age who took the same
test. If your child scores in the 75th percentile in Reading Com~23~
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prehension, this means he scored as well as or better than 75
percent of the sample peer group of students who took the
same test.
Stanine – This score ranges in numbers from 1-9 with
4-6 being average. According to some “the value is not as restrictive as the usual letter grades and in regards to homeschoolers, the numbers are added to a pool so the norm is generally more stable.” “A stanine is based on the total battery of
subjects that are tested; they usually include Social Studies,
Science, Math Concepts, Spelling, Language Expression and
Mechanics, Comprehension and Word Analysis.” (Retrieved
4/14/12 from http://voices.yahoo. com/homeschool-help-stanine
-score-1422057.html) According to Parenting Perspectives
“Few tests in common usage today use stanines, although
these scores can be useful in understanding the relative range
of a student’s performance.” (Retrieved 4/14/12 from http://
www.teachersandfamilies.com/open/parent/scores2.dfm)
Grade equivalent – This can be misleading and
measures development from year to year. It DOES NOT indicate the grade level that your child is in or should be in.
For example: If your 5th grade child scored at a 7.6
grade level in math, this does not mean that your child knows
all 7th grade math skills or should be placed in 7th grade math.
It only means that the score your child received would be the
same score as a 7th grader in the sixth month of 7th grade
would make when he took the same 5th grade math test. Big
difference!
Also: Unfortunately these scores may or may not be
an accurate reflection of your child’s academic abilities. Since
parent educators are generally not allowed access to the tests
there is no way for them to see what exactly their child did poorly on in order to remediate the weaknesses. In addition the circumstance under which the test is taken, the test administrator’s expertise, any family difficulties or disruptions or recent
illness can affect how well a child does on the test. Some
children are just better test takers than others. Some experts
believe that testing below the 4th or 5th grade isn’t really reflective of a child’s abilities at all. Nevertheless periodic testing is
required by N.D. statute for parents who choose not to opt
out of testing. Many states have no provisions for mandatory
standardized achievement testing. The N.D. home educating
parent must use a nationally-normed, standardized achievement test in those years required by law. See more on this subject in the “Summary of the North Dakota Law” section of this
publication.
DIAGNOSTIC Unlike standardized tests, diagnostic tests have
predetermined goals and test items according to a fixed set of
requirements. They are scored without being averaged or
normed. Each test is based on the student’s own performance
regarding grade level requirements. Obviously, this allows parents to pinpoint grade level weaknesses and strengths. A parent may use such a test in N.D. but it will not fulfill the testing
requirement of our law.

Author’s comment:: Though I had no difficulties with testing either as a
child (admittedly that was long ago!) or when homeschooling my grandchildren, my tip is: OPT OUT, because testing does little more these
days than test what kind of a test taker the child is. It is often anxietyproducing and almost useless when it comes to truly assessing your
child’s academic strengths and weaknesses. You must declare your
intention to opt out on your annual statement of intent. And every time
you do, stop for a moment and thank those faithful, diligent homeschoolers who worked to provide this freedom to ND parents.

What About Standardized Testing?
Compiled, written, edited by Gail M. Biby

The sad truth is, according to ProCon.org, that using test scores
to reward and punish teachers and schools encourages cheating.

Editor’s note: A growing number of government school teachers and
officials are strongly opposed to what they term ‘high stakes testing’
FairTest.org states:
and I believe they have every right to such opposition as do parent
Erasing errors and filling in correct test answers is just one of
educators. The following information is taken from procon.org, fairtmany ways to ‘cheat’ on standardized tests. The scandals in
est.org, and Alfie Kohn’s The Case Against Standardized Testing: RaisAtlanta, Baltimore, Washington D.C., Pennsylvania, New
ing the Scores, Ruining the Schools.

Is the mandatory use of standardized tests improving education in America?
No, since 2002 and No Child Left Behind which forced yearly
testing in government schools, American students have actually
dropped from 18th in the world in math to 31st place with a similar drop in science and little change in reading.
Do standardized tests provide a reliable measure of student
performance?
No. The Brookings Institute (2001) study found 50-80% of yearover-year test score improvements were “caused by fluctuations
that had nothing to do with long-term changes in learning ….”
Are government school teachers forced to ‘teach to the test’
due to the high stakes testing?
Yes. A 5 yr. University of Maryland study completed in 2007
found “the pressure teachers were feeling to ‘teach to the test’
since NCLB was leading to ‘declines in teaching higher-order
thinking, in the amount of time spent on complex assignments,
and in the actual amount of high cognitive content in the curriculum.’”

Jersey and many other jurisdictions are the tip of an iceberg.
Across the nation, strategies that boost scores without improving learning, including narrow teaching to the tests and
pushing out low-scoring students, are spreading rapidly.
Widespread corruption that undermines educational quality is
an inevitable consequence of the overuse and misuse of high
-stakes testing.

What kind of tests should be avoided?
According to Alfie Kohn in The Case Against Standardized Testing: Raising the Scores, Ruining the Schools (2000) the following
is a listed description of the worst kinds of tests:
•
Multiple choice tests
•
Timed exams
•
Tests given at every grade level
•
Norm-referenced tests
•
Tests administered to younger students

With the billions and billions of dollars spent on education
are we increasing literacy rates?
A rather sad note from Samuel L. Blumenfeld writing for World
Net Daily:
Also the Center on Education Policy reported that since 2001,
It is said that only about 20 percent of all Americans can be
44% of schools have reduced teaching time in science, social
considered truly literate, in the sense that they can deal with
studies and the arts, in order to devote that time to reading and
the written word at any level. This was more or less conmath. Curriculum is being narrowed and instruction time is being
firmed by the U.S. Department of Education’s own survey of
consumed by test preparation.
adult literacy in America, published in 1993, in which it was
revealed that half the adult population of the country can
Does standardized testing using multiple choice questions
barely read or write.
provide useful information about what the test taker knows?
He
believes
the only solution is to home educate or use private
Not really. There is a good reason why we called them multiple
schools that know how to teach the basics.
‘guess’ questions. Such tests are promoted as unbiased and
objective, but that is close to impossible. It is humans, after all,
And that brings us to our last point: the reason parent educators
who determine what the questions will be, how they will be
ought to be opposed to standardized testing is that these tests
phrased, and what the choice of answers will be.
are almost useless in that they are designed to test government
Multiple choice questions are most useful for determining wheth- school curriculums and a certain progression of teaching that
er children have learned certain facts, but test question samples homeschoolers are free to adapt to the learning styles and interreveal that the ‘right’ answer may be hard to determine. Perhaps ests of their children. Therefore, as the tests continue to be revised using a secular worldview they will less and less represent
the real reason multiple choice tests are used is that they are
what homeschoolers are teaching and learning.
inexpensive and easy to score.
Does forced testing damage children?
FairTest states, “Students from low-income and minority-group
backgrounds are more likely to be retained in grade, placed in a
lower track, or put in special or remedial education programs
when it is not necessary.”

Check it out for yourself at:

www.fairtest.org
www.procon.org

ProCon.org states, “Standardized testing causes severe
stress in younger students.” They quote G. J. Cizek who
states that anecdotes abound “illustrating how testing …
produces gripping anxiety in even the brightest students
and makes young children vomit or cry, or both.” The Sacramento Bee (3-14-02) reported that “test-related jitters, especially among young students, are so common that the
Stanford-9 exam comes with instructions on what to do with
a test booklet in case a student vomits on it.”
What about the teachers who are forced to administer these
repetitive tests?
www.ndhsa.org ~24~

Test Suppliers
Parent educators in North Dakota are required to test (NDCC 15.1-23-08 through 15.1-23-11) in grades 4, 6, 8, and 10 with a nationallynormed, standardized achievement test, unless you choose to opt out. If you are uncertain if the test you wish to use meets these requirements,
contact the test publisher or supplier. The test must be administered by a N.D. state certified teacher (regardless of what the test supplier
allows) and it must be administered in the child’s learning environment or the public school at the parent’s discretion. Depending on the test, the
test administrator may also have to submit to requirements of the supplier. The test must be given in its norming period and when the test results
are received by the parent educator she must file a copy with the school district of residence. Under N.D. law you have the right to hire your own
test administrator and rent your own test materials. The only qualification for the test administrator under N.D. law is that she/he must be currently licensed in the state of N.D. However, depending on the test, the test administrator may also have to submit to requirements of the
supplier.
The 2013 legislature passed a bill that allows parent educators to opt out of the testing requirements in grades 4, 6, 8, and 10 based on
academic qualifications. In 2017 the academic requirements were removed as a requirement to opt out of testing. You may now
UPDATE
opt out based solely on religious, moral or philosophical objections. However, if you choose not to opt out based on those objections, you may still do so using the academic qualifications in the law.

~A Beka Testing Service 1-888-722-0044
http://www.abekatesting.org/
~ITBS 2005 norms/Stanford10 2007 norms, grades K–12, $25–35;
Stanford 10 online version for grades 3–12, $25; registered parents
may give the ITBS and online SAT10 to their own children; see
rules for giving the SAT10 paper. However, in N.D. the test must
be administered by a N.D. state certified teacher. Fall and
Spring norming periods.
~Bayside Testing Service 1-800-723-3057
http://baysideschoolservices.com/ctbs.html
CTB McGraw-Hill’s TerraNova in Complete Battery or shorter Survey, and the Test of Cognitive Skills (TCS/2).
~Brigance Diagnostic Inventories
Very thorough test; helpful in IEP/SEP/goal setting for special
needs children. May be given by parents. Yellow Brigance: birth to
developmental age 7; Green Brigance: grade levels Pre-K through
9; HSLDA members may rent from HSLDA.; Comprehensive Inventory of Basic Skills-revised (CIBS-R) is nationally normed
and may be used as a criterion-referenced or a norm-referenced
assessment tool (http://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/
detail.aspx?title=BrigCIBS).
~BJU Press 1-800-845-5731
http://www.bjupress.com/testing/iowa.php
Iowa Test of Basic Skills, Stanford 10, with comprehensive results sheet, about $35–40; also learning abilities tests, and test
prep materials. Tester must have a bachelor’s degree to qualify as
a tester, unless she is state certified to teach in a conventional
school (in N.D. the test must be administered by a N.D. state
certified teacher); she must also complete a one-time application/
agreement with BJU. No phone orders. The SAT-10 must be administered by a BJU-qualified test giver (someone who has viewed
their training video and is on BJU’s list). Tester must send copy of 4
-year degree/state certification to keep on file with BJU. Group
rates, seasonal discounts available. Note: The Stanford 10 may be
given as a non-timed test. (ITBS not available from BJU in Iowa or
a few select areas.)
~Christian Liberty Academy 1-847-259-4444
http://www.shopchristianliberty.com/testing-service/
CAT-6, about $25; anyone who can read and follow directions may
administer the tests (in N.D. she must be a N.D. state certified
teacher); grades 2–12; available as online version, taken on computer, $30.
~Family Learning Organization 509-467-2552
http://www.familylearning.org/tests_basi.php
BASI; $30; covers math, reading, language (does not include science, social studies). Also available: CAT, 5th Edition-Complete
Battery; CAT/5 Survey; and Terra Nova Achievement Test.
Testing services available to homeschooling parents only.
~Hewitt Homeschooling 1-360-835-8708
http://www.hewitthomeschooling.com/Testing/tMain.aspx
Offers PASS test (Personalized Achievement Summary System), untimed standardized achievement test; covers reading, language, math; $36; normed to the Metropolitan Achievement Test
(MAT); includes percentiles and improvement suggestions for each
subject; available for grades 3-8.
~McGuffey Christian Academy 1-706-782-7709
http://chsnovi.org/Testing.htm
Click on CAT & go to familylearning.org; click on ITBS and go to
http://www.pesdirect.com/itbs.html; click on Stanford and go to
~25~
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http://www.bjupress.com/testing/. Stanford 7; Stanford 9 available for grades 1–3, $35.
~Pearson Assessments www.pearsonassessments.com
The Peabody Individual Achievement Test-Revised-Normative
Update (PIAT-R-NU) is a standardized, nationally norm-referenced
K-12 achievement test and must be administered by a trained examiner. She would also need to be N.D. state certified teacher.
Assessments in reading, math, spelling, science, social studies and
humanities; subtests and composite scores calculated immediately;
test is oral, untimed, and takes 60-90 minutes. Also provides the
SAT 10 and the Metropolitan Achievement Test 8 (MAT8). The
MAT8 Short Form tests only reading comprehension, math concepts and problem solving and Language. Full MAT8 includes testing in science and social studies.
~Piedmont Education Services 336-924-2494
http://pesdirect.com/
CAT/5; placement tests. Scoring High practice tests available.
CAT/5 is nationally normed and standardized; multiple choice; optional sections testing science and social studies; grades 1-12; $40;
supplier states, “The biggest difference in [the CAT5] is that most of
the newer versions of all of the tests have more ‘multiculturalism’.
~Seton Home Study 1-540-636-1250
http://www.setontesting.com/
CAT short version, $25; anyone who can read/ follow directions
may administer the tests. However, in N.D. the test must be administered by a N.D. state certified teacher. Seton also offers
algebra placement tests and Spectrum test prep booklets.
~Summit Christian Academy 800-362-9180
Iowa Test of Basic Skills for grades 3-12. Wide Range Achievement Test4 (WRAT4) ages 5 to 94; standardized and normreferenced; tester must have four-year college degree and be a
N.D. state certified teacher.
Sycamore Tree 800.779.6750 www.sycamoretree.com
CTBS; $59.95.
~Thurber’s Educational Assessments (919) 967-5282
http://www.thurbers.net/thurbers.net/
Homeschool_California_Achievement_Testing.html
Offers CAT-5 1992 norms long and short versions, Terra Nova;
$40 and up. Anyone who can read and follow directions may administer the tests, but not in N.D. You must be a N.D. state certified teacher to administer.
~Triangle Education Assessments 919-387-7004
http://www.triangleeducationassessments.com/home.php
BASI (grades 3–12; math & LA); Iowa tests; Woodcock-Johnson
III; CogAt; $15–60; standardized achievement tests, practice tests,
cognitive abilities and career interest tests.

One more time: Any test used to meet the requirements of
the law in N.D. must be administered by a N.D. state certified teacher in the years in which testing is required.

College Admission
Examination
The ACT
The ACT is a national college admissions examination that
consists of subject area tests in English, mathematics, reading,
and science. The ACT Plus Writing also includes a 30-minute
writing test. The test includes 215 multiple-choice questions
and takes approximately 3 hours and 30 minutes to complete,
just over 4 hours for the ACT Plus Writing. The website states
that the ACT is accepted by all 4-year colleges and universities
in the U.S.

Test Sections and Time Allotments
Test sections, number of questions and time allotted are:
English

75 questions

45 minutes

Mathematics

60 questions

60 minutes

Reading

40 questions

35 minutes

Science

40 questions

35 minutes

Optional Writing Test

1 prompt

30 minutes

Test Dates
The ACT is administered on six test dates—September, October, December, February, April, and June. The registration fee is
$34.00 or $49.50 for the ACT Plus Writing. (Cost subject to change.)

Website and Test Taking Tips
The website http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/index.html provides: tips on test taking, test-day tips, multiple choice test tips,
writing tips, and calculator tips. Also included are: practice test questions; general descriptions of each test section and a free pdf
Preparing for the ACT.

Scores

Scores are available for online viewing within 2 1/2 weeks after each national test date. Test information is confidential.

Next Test
For the next test date go to: http://www.actstudent.org/index.html

ACT high school code for homeschoolers: 969-999
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Summary of the North Dakota Homeschool Law
The following is a summary of the author’s understanding of the law and is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice contact Home School
Legal Defense Association, if you are member, or an attorney familiar with home school law.

By Gail M. Biby

PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS

Following the 2009 legislative session and the passage of HB
1171 the only qualification to home school in North Dakota is to
have a high school diploma or G.E.D. If you have neither than
you must be monitored by a N.D. state certified teacher for at
least two years. The 2011 legislative session removed the sunset clause and made this change permanent. RECOMMENDATION: Take the G.E.D. if you do not have a high school diploma
or G.E.D.

WHO CAN DO THE SUPERVISING?

1. Besides the natural or adoptive parents, the term 'parent'
does include a legal guardian.
2. The law states that the parent who is qualified is to do the
supervising. Some believe that the law allows one parent to
supervise the other parent who is doing the on-site instruction.
A February 2007, N.D. Attorney General’s opinion states “It is
my opinion that the parent must provide the education and may
not merely supervise the individual providing the education to
the child.” This opinion is issued pursuant to NDCC 54-12-01
and governs the actions of public officials until such time as the
question presented is decided by the courts. This raises many
problems for the practice of home education and will need to be
addressed in future legislative efforts.

MONITORING REQUIREMENTS

Parents who must be monitored can be monitored by any
N.D. state-certified teacher.
1. A N.D. state certified teacher providing monitoring or testing
services must notify the local public school district in which the
child resides that these services are being provided.
2. Home educating parents have two options if they must
qualify under the monitoring provision:
• You can request that your local school district provide you
with a monitor and they must do so free of charge, it’s the
law! If the local public school district provides the monitor,
the district receives one half of the foundation aid payment
to provide these services and the school district is responsible to hire the monitor.
• Or you can privately contract with any willing, N.D. statecertified teacher to act as your monitor. He or she does not
have to be currently employed by any school. If you choose
to privately contract then you bear the cost of the monitoring. No set fees exist so they are determined between the
parent and the monitor. A privately-employed monitor does
not have to reside in the same community or public school
district in which you live. As conditions for monitoring a
privately-employed teacher or a private school can, if they
so desire, make certain requirements that go beyond the
requirements of the law.

Even if you choose to have a public school monitor come
to your home, we believe prior arrangements can be made
to protect your privacy as much as possible. The demand
of government (i.e. a local public school teacher or administrator) to come unannounced and demand entry into your
home without proper notification, we believe, is a gross
invasion of privacy. Your home is a private residence. You
have a right to insist on reasonable notice. Should this become a problem, home educators are encouraged to maintain their poise and courtesy. If you are a member of
HSLDA, a call by one of the staff attorneys usually resolves
this type of difficulty.
4. Length and amount of monitoring
The law requires that the monitoring be an average of one hour
per week for the first child and an additional 1/2 hour per month
per additional child. Since the law specifically states this is an
average, the monitoring might conceivably be done once a
month for four hours. Clearly the law allows for a flexible schedule as long as the required hours are met. This allows the
schedule to be suitable for both home educator and monitor.
Monitoring ceases permanently (no matter how many other
children you may homeschool) after two years if the child tests
at or above the 50th percentile on the composite score of the
standardized achievement test in a year in which testing is required. There has been an attempt by some local school superintendents to reinstate monitoring once successfully completed
if at a later date a child in the program tests below the 50th percentile. This is not allowed by the homeschool statutes. If testing is not required by law in the first two years of monitoring, the
monitoring period may not be extended except upon mutual
consent of the parent and the monitor. Again, once the parent
has completed the monitoring requirements for one child, the
parent may not be monitored with respect to other children being educated at home. Monitoring is pro-rated for those who
are not homeschooling fulltime.

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE LAW

Historically when a child reaches his or her seventh birthday on
or before August 31, the compulsory attendance law goes into
effect for that child. When a child reaches his 16th birthday the
compulsory attendance law is no longer in effect for that child.

The law requires that you provide instruction for four hours a
day for 175 days. The law does not specify which days or
which hours. The law does not require home schoolers to
submit a calendar to the local school! Some privatelyemployed monitors may require submitting a school calendar as part of their monitoring requirements. Private schools
and privately-employed monitors can impose whatever requirements they wish as a condition of providing services.

TESTING REQUIREMENTS

Standardized achievement testing
3. The time and place of the monitoring is not specified in the •
The law requires that a standardized achievement test be
law and therefore subject to negotiation between the monitor
given in grades 4, 6, 8 and 10 unless you choose
and the parent and can be accomplished anywhere that is satisfactory to both parties.
• We believe the law does not require the monitoring be
done while your school is in session. The monitoring can
be done either during or after school. Problems have occurred when the monitoring is done while the homeschool
is in session.
• If you are monitored by the public school, we believe the
law does not require unannounced visits by the monitor.
~27~
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to opt out based on philosophical, moral, or religious beliefs. Academic requirements are no longer required by the
2017 law, but may still be used if you choose not to opt out
based on the aforementioned beliefs.
•
•

•

•

•

The test is to be given in the child's learning environment or in the public school at the option of the parent.
The test must be administered by a N.D. state certified
teacher.
If the testing is done by the public school it pays for
the testing; you must use the standardized achievement
test being used by the public school and it must render
scores in percentiles.
If the testing is done by a privately-employed N.D. state
certified teacher, the parent is responsible for the cost
of the test. If the parent requests a test administrator from
the school district of residence one may be provided free of
charge. The parent may choose any nationally-normed,
standardized achievement test and it must be administered
during its norming dates. (List of testing services included
in this publication.)
Requirements for those scoring below the 30th percentile on the composite score. (Editor’s note: This is another reason one may wish to opt out of testing. Bad test
scores may be the result of many things completely unrelated to a child’s academic abilities.)
~If a child scores below the 30th percentile on the
composite score of the standardized achievement test,
that child must be evaluated for a potential learning
problem by a multidisciplinary assessment team according to the guidelines established by the superintendent of public instruction.
~The child with no disability must now have a plan of
remediation. If a plan is not filed, the parent is deemed
to be in violation of the compulsory attendance law.
The plan must be developed in consultation with a
state-certified teacher selected by the parent; the parent is responsible for all costs related to it. The plan
remains in effect until the child scores at or above the
30th percentile OR has achieved a score indicating
one year of academic progress compared to the previous year’s test results. The plan may require amendment in consultation with a state-certified teacher.
~The child that scores below the 30th percentile and
has a disability but is not “developmentally disabled”,
must have an individual education plan (IEP) developed privately or through the local school district. An
annual determination of reasonable academic progress conducted by the local school superintendent
must be based on the child’s IEP. If the plan is not
filed, the child is no longer eligible to be home educated. The child does not have to be evaluated again
unless the reevaluation is performed pursuant to the
provision of special education and related services.

•

•

•

•

•

dures that are not required in the law for a child over the
compulsory attendance age. Please confer with HSLDA, if
you are a member, or with an attorney familiar with homeschool law if you have questions about this. If your child
plans to participate in extra-curricular or curricular activities at the local public school or extra-curricular activities
as a local approved nonpublic school an SOI must be
filed even if the child has passed the compulsory attendance age.
The law requires the SOI to contain: the name and address of the parent who will supervise and the child who
will receive home education; the date of birth and grade
level of each child receiving home education; the intention
of the parent to supervise home education; the qualifications of the parent who will supervise home education; a
list of courses in which the child intends to enroll and the
public school district offering the courses; a list of extracurricular activities in which the child intends to participate and
the public school district or approved nonpublic school offering the activities; proof of immunization; and proof of
identity.
Testing opt-out provision: You may choose to opt out
of the testing required in grades 4, 6, 8, and 10 based
on philosophical, moral, or religious beliefs. Again,
academic requirements to do so are no longer required
by the 2017 law, but may still be invoked by those not
claiming the aforementioned beliefs. The statement of
intent included with this packet has a place to notate
your choice.
The NDHSA has published an SOI for your use; a copy is
included in this publication. The local superintendent’s signature is not required by law. We recommend that the SOI
be filed by certified mail.
Proof of immunization must be submitted with the SOI. If
you have chosen not to immunize, N.D. law allows an exemption based on religious, moral or philosophical beliefs or for health reasons. (NDCC 23-07-17.1)
Proof of the child's identity must accompany the statement
of intent (NDCC 12-60). Proofs include: a certified copy of
the child's birth certificate; the certified transcripts of the
student's records from the previous school attended; or any
record deemed appropriate by the local school superintendent (such as a baptismal/dedication record or social security card).

Mental abilities tests
Aptitude or cognitive testing is NOT required for home educated students (Conklin vs. Sanstead). They may be helpful to
parents in understanding the results of the standardized
achievement test, however, it is wisest to have it administered
privately and the results provided only to the parent.

•
•

THE STATEMENT OF INTENT
The Statement of Intent (SOI) is to be filed at least 14 days
before you plan to begin homeschooling or within 14 days
of establishing your residency.
The SOI is to be filed on every child between the ages of 7
and 16.
NOTE: If you do not file a Statement of Intent for a child
16 or older, your child will be considered a dropout by the
DPI for statistical purposes. However, if a Statement of
Intent is filed, you may be pressured to submit to procewww.ndhsa.org ~28~

CHAPTER 15.1-23
15.1-23-01. Home education - Definition.

HOME EDUCATION

1. "Home education" means a program of education supervised by a child's parent in accordance with the requirements of this chapter. 2. "Parent" includes a child's legal guardian. 3. "Supervise" means the selection of
materials, determination of an educational philosophy, and oversight of the method, manner, and delivery of
instruction.

15.1-23-02. Statement of intent to supervise home education.
At least fourteen days before beginning home education or within fourteen days of establishing a child's residence in a school
district, and once each year thereafter, a parent intending to supervise or supervising home education shall file a statement, reflecting that intent or fact, with the superintendent of the child's school district of residence or if no superintendent
is employed, with the county superintendent of schools for the child's county of residence.
1. The statement must include:
a. The name and address of the child receiving home education;
b. The child's date of birth;
c. The child's grade level;
d. The name and address of the parent who will supervise the home education;
e. The qualifications of the parent who will supervise the home education;
f. Any public school courses in which the child intends to participate and the school district offering the courses; and
g. Any extracurricular activities in which the child intends to participate and the school district or approved nonpublic school
offering the activities.
2. The statement must be accompanied by a copy of the child's immunization record and proof of the child's identity as required by section 12-60-26.
3. The superintendent of the child's school district of residence or if no superintendent is employed, the county superintendent
of schools for the child's county of residence shall report the number of statements of intent that have been filed in accordance
with this section to the superintendent of public instruction at the time and in the manner required by the superintendent of public
instruction.
15.1-23-03. Home education - Parental qualifications.
A parent may supervise home education if the parent:
1. Holds a high school diploma or a general educational development diploma; or
2. Meets the requirements of section 15.1-23-06.
15.1-23-04. Home education - Required subjects - Instructional time.
A parent supervising home education shall include instruction in those subjects required by law to be taught to public school
students. The instruction must have a duration of at least four hours each day for a minimum of one hundred seventy-five days
each year.
15.1-23-05. Home education - Academic records.
A parent supervising home education shall maintain an annual record of courses taken by the child and the child's academic
progress assessments, including any standardized achievement test results. If the child transfers to a public school district, the
parent shall furnish the record, upon request, to the school district superintendent or other administrator.
15.1-23-06. Home education - Required monitoring of progress.
A parent who does not meet the qualifications provided in section 15.1-23-03 may supervise home education but must be monitored in accordance with section 15.1-23-07 for the first two years. If a child receiving home education obtains a basic composite
standardized achievement test score below the fiftieth percentile nationally, the parent must be monitored for at least one
additional school year and until the child receives a test score at or above the fiftieth percentile. If testing is not required by section 15.1-23-07 during the first two years of monitoring, the period of monitoring may not be extended, except upon the mutual
consent of the parent and the monitor. If a parent completes the monitoring requirements of this section for one child, the
parent may not be monitored with respect to other children for whom the parent supervises home education.
15.1-23-07. Home education - Required monitoring of progress - Reporting of progress - Compensation.
1. If monitoring is required under section 15.1-23-06, the school district shall assign and compensate an individual to monitor
a child receiving home education unless the parent notifies the school district that the parent shall select and compensate an
individual to monitor the child.
2. The individual assigned by the school district or selected by the parent under subsection 1 must be licensed to teach by the
education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education standards and practices board.
3. Twice during each school year, the individual shall report the child's progress to the school district superintendent or to the
county superintendent if the district does not employ a superintendent.
4. If one child receives home education, the individual shall spend an average of one hour per week in contact with the child
and the child's parent. If two or more children receive home education, the individual shall spend one-half hour per month for
each additional child receiving home education. If the child attends a public or an approved nonpublic school, the time may be
proportionately reduced.
15.1-23-08. Test administration.
An individual who in accordance with this chapter administers a standardized achievement test to a child receiving home
education shall notify the child's school district of residence.
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15.1-23-09. Home education - Standardized achievement test - Exemption.
1. a. While in grades four, six, eight, and ten, each child receiving home education shall take:
(1) A standardized achievement test used by the school district in which the child resides; or
(2) A nationally normed standardized achievement test if requested by the child's parent.
b. The child shall take the test in the child's learning environment or, if requested by the child's parent, in a public school. An
individual licensed to teach by the education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education
standards and practices board shall administer the test.
2. a. The requirement of subsection 1 does not apply if the parent notifies the school district in which the child resides that the
parent has a philosophical, moral, or religious objection to the use of standardized achievement tests or the parent:
(1) Is licensed to teach by the education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education standards
and practices board;
(2) Holds a baccalaureate degree; or
(3) Has met or exceeded the cutoff score of a national teacher examination given in this state or in any other state if this
state does not offer such an examination.
b. The parent shall file the notification and necessary documentation required by this subsection with the school district at
the same time that the parent files the statement of intent to supervise home education required by section 15.1-23-02.

15.1-23-10. Home education - Standardized achievement test - Cost.
1. If a child receiving home education takes the standardized achievement test used by the school district in which the child
resides, the school district is responsible for the cost of the test and for the cost of administering the test. The school district
shall ensure that the test is administered by an individual who is employed by the district and who is licensed to teach by
the education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education standards and practices board.
2. a. If the child takes a nationally normed standardized achievement test not used by the school district in which the child
resides, the child's parent is responsible for the cost of the test.
b. The cost of administering a test under this subsection is the responsibility of the child's parent if the test is administered
by an individual who is selected by the parent. An individual selected by the child's parent to administer a test under this
subsection must be licensed to teach by the education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the
education standards and practices board.
c. The cost of administering a test under this subsection is the responsibility of the school district if, at the request of the
child's parent, the school district administers the test. The school district shall ensure that the test is administered by an
individual who is employed by the district and who is licensed to teach by the education standards and practices board or
a proved to teach by the education standards and practices board.
15.1-23-11. Home education - Standardized achievement test - Results.
1. A parent supervising home education shall file the results of the child's standardized achievement test with the
superintendent of the district in which the child resides or with the county superintendent if the district does not employ a
superintendent.
2. If the child's basic composite score on a standardized achievement test is less than the thirtieth percentile nationally, a
multidisciplinary assessment team shall assess the child for a potential learning problem under rules adopted by the
superintendent of public instruction.
3. If the multidisciplinary assessment team determines that the child is not disabled and the child's parent wishes to continue
home education, the parent, with the advice and consent of an individual who is licensed to teach by the education
standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education standards and practices board, shall prepare a
remediation plan to address the child's academic deficiencies and file the plan with the superintendent of the school district
or with the county superintendent if the district does not employ a superintendent. The parent is responsible for any costs
associated with the development of the remediation plan. If the parent fails to file a remediation plan, the parent is deemed
to be in violation of compulsory school attendance provisions and may no longer supervise the home education of the child.
15.1-23-12. Home education - Remediation plan.
The superintendent of the school district shall use the remediation plan required by section 15.1-23-11 as the basis for determining reasonable academic progress. The remediation plan must remain in effect until such time as the child achieves on a
standardized achievement test a basic composite score at or above the thirtieth percentile or a score, which when compared to
the previous year's test score, demonstrates one year of academic progress. At the option of the parent, the test may be one required by section 15.1-23-09 or one administered in a higher grade level. The child's parent, with the advice and consent of an
individual who is licensed to teach by the education standards and practices board or who is approved to teach by the education
standards and practices board, may amend the remediation plan from time to time in order to accommodate the child's academic
needs. If after a remediation plan is no longer in effect the child fails to demonstrate reasonable academic progress on a subsequent test required by this section, a remediation plan must again be developed and implemented.
15.1-23-13. Home education - Disabilities - Services plan.
1. a. If a multidisciplinary assessment team, using eligibility criteria established by the superintendent of public instruction,
determines that the child is disabled, that the child requires specially designed instruction due to the disability, and that
this instruction cannot be provided without special education and related services, the parent may continue to supervise
home education, provided that:
(1) The parent files with the school district superintendent a services plan that was developed privately or through the
school district; and
(2) The services plan demonstrates that the child's special needs are being addressed by persons qualified to provide
special education or related services.
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b. If the multidisciplinary team determines that the child has a developmental disability, the parent may continue to supervise
home education under the provisions of sections 15.1-23-14 and 15.1-23-15.
2. Annually, the superintendent of the child's school district of residence shall determine reasonable academic progress based
on the child's services plan.
3. If a parent fails to file a services plan as required by this section, the parent is deemed to be in violation of the compulsory
school attendance provisions and may no longer supervise the home education of the child.
4. A child who was once evaluated by a multidisciplinary assessment team need not be reevaluated for a potential learning
problem upon scoring below the thirtieth percentile on a subsequent standardized achievement test unless the reevaluation
is performed pursuant to the child's services plan.
15.1-23-14. Child with a developmental disability - Home education.
A parent may supervise home education for a child with a developmental disability if:
1. The child has been determined to have a developmental disability by a licensed psychologist;
2. The child's parent is qualified to supervise home education under this chapter; and
3. The child's parent files with the superintendent of the child's school district of residence:
a. A notice that the child will receive home education;
b. A copy of the child's diagnosis of a developmental disability prepared and attested to by a licensed psychologist; and
c. A services plan developed and followed by the child's school district of residence and the child's parent; or, after providing
written notice to the superintendent of the child's school district of residence, a substitute services plan, developed and
followed, according to section 15.1-23-15, by a services plan team selected by and compensated by the child's parent.
15.1-23-15. Child with a developmental disability - Home education - Progress reports.
1. On or before November first, February first, and May first of each school year, a parent supervising home education for a
child with a developmental disability under section 15.1-23-14 shall file with the superintendent of the child's school district
of residence progress reports prepared by the services plan team selected under section 15.1-23-14. If at any time the
services plan team agrees that the child is not benefiting from home education, the team shall notify the superintendent of
the child's school district of residence and request that the child be evaluated by a multidisciplinary team appointed by the
superintendent of the child's school district of residence.
2. The superintendent of the child's school district of residence shall forward copies of all documentation required by this
section to the superintendent of public instruction.

15.1-23-16. Home education - Participation in extracurricular activities.
1. A child receiving home education may participate in extracurricular activities either:
a. Under the auspices of the child's school district of residence; or
b. Under the auspices of an approved nonpublic school, if permitted by the administrator of the school.
2. For purposes of this section, a child participating under the auspices of the child's school district of residence is subject to
the same standards for participation in extracurricular activities as those required of full-time students enrolled in the district.
3. For purposes of this section, a child participating under the auspices of an approved nonpublic school is subject to the same
standards for participation in extracurricular activities as those required of full-time students enrolled in the school.
4. Once a child's parent has selected the public school district or the approved nonpublic school in which the child will
participate for purposes of extracurricular activities and has provided notification of the selection through the statement
required by section 15.1-23-02, the child is subject to the transfer rules as provided in the constitution and bylaws of the
North Dakota high school activities association.
15.1-23-17. Home education - High school diplomas.
1. A child's school district of residence, an approved nonpublic high school, or the center for distance education may issue a
high school diploma to a child who, through home education, has met the issuing entity's requirements for high school
graduation provided the child's parent submits to the issuing entity a description of the course material covered in each high
school subject, a description of the course objectives and how the objectives were met, and a transcript of the child's
performance in grades nine through twelve.
2. In the alternative, a high school diploma may be issued by the child's school district of residence, an approved nonpublic
high school, or the center for distance education provided the child, through home education, has completed at least
twenty-two units of high school coursework from the minimum required curriculum offerings established by law for public
and nonpublic schools and the child's parent or legal guardian submits to the issuing entity a description of the course
material covered in each high school subject, a description of the course objectives and how the objectives were met, and a
transcript of the child's performance in grades nine through twelve. The issuing entity may indicate on a diploma issued
under this subsection that the child was provided with home education.
3. If for any reason the documentation required in subsection 1 or 2 is unavailable, the entity issuing the diploma may accept
any other reasonable proof that the child has met the applicable requirements for high school graduation.

15.1-23-18. Home education - Liability.
No state agency, school district, or county superintendent may be held liable for accepting as correct the information on the
statement of intent or for any damages resulting from a parent's failure to educate the child.
15.1-23-19. Home education - State aid to school districts.
For purposes of allocating state aid to school districts, a child receiving home education is included in a school district's determination of average daily membership only for those days or portions of days that the child attends a public school.
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North Dakota Century Code
Dealing with IMMUNIZATIONS
CHAPTER 23-07
23-07-17.1. Inoculation required before admission to school.
1. A child may not be admitted to any public, private, or parochial school, or day care center, child care facility, head start
program, or nursery school operating in this state or be supervised through home-based instruction unless the child's parent
or guardian presents to the institution authorities a certification from a licensed physician or authorized representative of the
state department of health that the child has received immunization against diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, measles, rubella
(German measles), mumps, hepatitis B, haemophilus influenza type b (Hib), varicella (chickenpox), poliomyelitis, pneumococcal disease, meningococcal disease, rotavirus, and hepatitis A. In the case of a child receiving home-based instruction,
the child's parent or legal guardian shall file the certification with the public school district in which the child resides.
2. A child may enter an institution upon submitting written proof from a licensed physician or authorized representative of the
state department of health stating that the child has started receiving the required immunization or has a written consent by
the child's parent or guardian for a local health service or department to administer the needed immunization without charge
or has complied with the requirements for certificate of exemption as provided for in subsection 3.
3. Any minor child, through the child's parent or guardian, may submit to the institution authorities either a certificate from a
licensed physician stating that the physical condition of the child is such that immunization would endanger the life or health
of the child or a certificate signed by the child's parent or guardian whose religious, philosophical, or moral beliefs are
opposed to such immunization. The minor child is then exempt from the provisions of this section.
4. The enforcement of subsections 1, 2, and 3 is the responsibility of the designated institution authority.
5. The immunizations required, and the procedure for their administration, as prescribed by the state department of health,
must conform to recognized standard medical practices in the state. The state department of health shall administer the
provisions of this section and shall promulgate rules and regulations in the manner prescribed by chapter 28-32 for the
purpose of administering this section.
6. When, in the opinion of the health officer, danger of an epidemic exists from any of the communicable diseases for which
immunization is required under this section, the exemptions from immunization against such disease may not be recognized
and children not immunized must be excluded from an institution listed in subsection 1 until, in the opinion of the health
officer, the danger of the epidemic is over. The designated institution authority shall notify those parents or guardians taking
legal exception to the immunization requirements that their children are excluded from school during an epidemic as
determined by the state department of health.
7. When, in the opinion of the health officer, extenuating circumstances make it difficult or impossible to comply with immunization requirements, the health officer may authorize children who are not immunized to be admitted to an institution listed in
subsection 1 until the health officer determines that the extenuating circumstances no longer exist. Extenuating circumstances include a shortage of vaccine and other temporary circumstances.

The 2007 Legislature added pneumococcal disease, meningococcal disease, rotavirus, and hepatitis A to
the already rather lengthy list of mandated immunizations. In North Dakota, however, parents still have
the right to make immunization health care decisions for their children. As noted in 3. above, you have the
right to opt out of any or all immunizations based on your religious, philosophical or moral beliefs or if your
physician verifies that it would be unsafe for your child. What Your Doctor May Not Tell You About Children’s Vaccinations by Dr. Stephanie Cave is a reasoned and sensible guide to help you determine which
vaccines are safe and suitable for your little ones. It offers sound advice on safer administration and counsel on what to possibly avoid. Published by Warner books, 2001. A copy of your child’s immunization record (if you immunize) must accompany the statement of intent. If you do not immunize, simply fill out the
bottom of the Department of Health’s form dealing with moral, philosophical or religious exemptions.
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Monitor’s duties
By Gail M. Biby
The monitoring provision of the NDCC 15.1-23-06, 07, 08
A parent educator must qualify to homeschool under the
monitoring provision of the law if they do not have a high
school diploma or G.E.D. When using this option the parent
educator has two choices:
• Request a monitor from the local school district
• Privately contract with any willing, N.D. state-certified teacher
Compensation for monitors
If the parent requests a monitor be provided by the local school
district the school district is responsible to provide compensation to the individual. He/she must be currently licensed by the
North Dakota education standards and practices board. If the
family chooses to hire their own monitor they bear the cost of
such hiring.
Again, the monitor of the parent’s choosing must be currently
licensed by the education standards and practices board of
North Dakota. The local school district receives 50% of the
foundation aid payment for each child monitored if they supply
the monitor.
Length of monitoring
The NDCC requires that the monitor be in contact with the parent educator and the child an average of one hour per week.
Since this is stated as an average the parent and monitor could
make arrangements that are flexible and suitable to both the
monitor and the home educating family. For example, the monitor and the parent and child could theoretically meet one Saturday morning a month at the local public library for four hours
and fulfill the requirements of the law. Nothing in the law requires that the monitor make home visits.
An additional 1/2 hour of monitoring per month is required for
each additional child in the monitored program. If the child attends a public or an approved nonpublic school, the time may
be proportionately reduced. For example, if the child in the program being monitored is enrolled in 25% of her classes at a
private, approved school then the monitoring for that program
would equal only 3 hours per month.
HSLDA Attorney Dee Black states:
The North Dakota Century Code 15.1-23-07 sets
forth the monitoring requirements for a home
education program. According to this provision,
the monitor must spend time ‘in contact with the
child and the child’s parent.’ There is no requirement that the monitoring take place in the home.
Additionally, state law does not specifically require that the monitor have a face-to-face meeting with the parent and child receiving home education. It would be permissible for the monitor to
fulfill the requirements of the statute through telephone contact with the child and the child’s
parent.
The monitoring is to continue for two years. If the child tests
below the 50th percentile on a nationally-normed, standardized
achievement test in a year in which such testing is required by
law, the monitoring must be continued for at least one additional
year. However, if testing is not required during the first two
years of monitoring it may not be continued without the consent
of the parent and the monitor.
Once the monitoring has been successfully completed it ceases
permanently no matter how many other children the parent may
choose to homeschool or what subsequent tests scores may be
for the children in the home education program.
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Additional duties
The privately-contracted monitor is required by law to notify the
school district of residence that he/she is providing such services.
The monitor is to file a report twice a year (December and May)
with the school district superintendent (or county superintendent) assessing the child’s progress. A sample progress report
is included in this packet. A copy of the report is provided to the
home educator for her files.
The monitor may administer the standardized achievement test
required in grades 4, 6, 8 and 10 to the children in the monitored program. If the parent requests that the local school district provides the test and test administrator, they must do so
free of charge. The test used must be the one employed by the
school district.
The parent educator also has the option of renting any nationally-normed standardized achievement test for use in the years in
which testing is required. If the parent chooses to test privately
then they bear the cost of the test. The parent may request a
test administrator from the school district and they must provide
one free of charge or they can privately contract for these services at their own expense.
The tests must be given in the child’s learning environment or at
the local public school at the parent’s discretion. The N.D. State
Assessment test is NOT required of homeschoolers and cannot be used to fulfill the requirements of the home school statutes.
Not in the job description
Some monitors have erroneously seen their job as one in which
they critique the teaching abilities of the home educator or determine the suitability of the curriculum being used in the homeschool. There is no curriculum approval process in N.D. and the
choice is left entirely to the discretion of the parent educator.
Also, nothing in the law requires that the contact between the
parent, child and monitor takes place while the homeschool is in
session. It is also not the monitor’s job to do any of the actual
teaching.
Finally, the monitor’s job boils down to this: Is there a
program in place (not which program) and does it seem to
be working?

Monitor’s Progress Report

3/11/15

Name of child______________________________________________Age_____________Grade level ______________
Name of parent ______________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Dates of contact:
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Progress Report
Directions: Record each subject included in the instructional program. Monitor may identify with E (exceptional), S (satisfactory),
or U (unsatisfactory) the progress the child is making. You may include comments which are appropriate in each subject area.
SUBJECT

PROGRESS

ANECDOTAL RECORD

_________________________

__________

____________________________________________________

_________________________

__________

____________________________________________________

_________________________

__________

____________________________________________________

_________________________

__________

____________________________________________________

_________________________

__________

____________________________________________________

_________________________

__________

____________________________________________________

Summary
Based on my observation and discussions with the child and parent(s), the child is making reasonable progress.

________ YES

________ NO

Comments:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________

Signature of monitor

Date filed

The N.D. home education statutes (NDCC 15.1-23-07) require that a monitor’s progress report be filed twice annually with the local school district by the state
-certified individual providing monitoring services to a home educating family. A copy of each report is provided to the parent educator.
Published by the North Dakota Home School Association. Copyright 2015. All Rights Reserved. Permission granted to make copies for use by monitors.
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Statement of Intent to Home Educate

Date filed _______________

Published by the North Dakota Home School Association to fulfill NDCC 15.1-23-02. www.ndhsa.org office@ndhsa.org

To: Superintendent of ______________ School District or (if no local Superintendent) Superintendent of Schools for ____________ County.
Information on parent educator:
Name of parent _____________________________________________________ Phone (optional) _____________________
Address ____________________________________ City _____________________ ST _____ ZIP____________________
Information on child:
Name ___________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Date of birth ______________________________ Grade level __________________________________________________
(Parent educator determines grade level.)
Parental qualifications:
____1. I have a high school diploma or G.E.D. (attached is copy of diploma/G.E.D. or it is already on file) OR
____2. I do not have a high school diploma or G.E.D. (Check one of the following.)
___I am requesting a monitor provided by my local school district OR
___I have employed a N.D. state-certified teacher to act as my monitor (proof of credentials is attached) OR
___Monitoring requirements of NDCC section 15.1-23-06 have been fulfilled.
Public school/non-public school participation:
My child will participate in the following at _______________________________________________ (a public school):
Academic Courses
Extra-curricular activities
_______________________________
________________________________

_____________________________

_______________________________
________________________________

_____________________________

My child will participate in the following extra-curricular activities at ____________________________(an approved non-public school):
_______________________________
_____________________________
________________________________
(Listing curricular activities at an approved non-public school is not required by law.)
Proof of immunization or exemption as it relates to NDCC 23-07-17:
Note to parent educators: If due to health reasons or if you are philosophically, morally or religiously opposed to government-mandated immunizations, you may opt out. Fill in
appropriate section on the N.D. Department of Health’s immunization form.
____ Attached is a copy of my child’s immunization record or statement of exemption OR
____ My child’s immunization record/statement of exemption is already on file and nothing has changed since filed.
Testing Opt Out as it relates to NDCC 15.1-23-09:
The 2017 legislature passed HB 1428 which allows parents with philosophical, religious or moral beliefs opposed to standardized testing to
opt out of testing as required in grades 4, 6, 8 and 10. Academic requirements are no longer required by law.
_____ I am opting out of testing requirements (NDCC15.1-23-09).
_____ I am opting out of testing based on academic qualifications: ___ ND state certified teacher OR ; ___ Baccalaureate degree OR; ___
met or exceeded cut-off scores on national teacher exam
Proof of identity as it relates to NDCC 12-60-26:
Note to parent educators: Proof of identity as described in the North Dakota Century Code is “a certified copy of a birth certificate, a certified
transcript, or similar student records from the previous school, or any other documentary evidence the school, licensed day care facility, or
school superintendent considers appropriate proof of identity.”
____ Attached is my child’s proof of identity OR
____ My child’s proof of identity is already on file at this public school.

______________________________________________
(Parent educator’s signature)

__________________________
(Date)

One parental signature is adequate. No signature by a school superintendent is required.
This form is not a request for permission to home educate; it is notification of intent to do so.

When Social Workers Come Calling
Protecting your
4th Amendment rights

who tells the unsuspecting victim

By Chris Klicka, Esq.
Editor's note: This article is not intended to unduly frighten anyone. Being prepared for something of this nature allows you to
handle it appropriately in the event it does happen to you. It's
like wearing a seatbelt: you put it on every time you enter your
car, even though you don't expect to be in an accident.

More and more frequently, homeschoolers are turned in on
child abuse hotlines to social service agencies. Families who do
not like homeschoolers can make an anonymous phone call to
the child abuse hotline and fabricate abuse stories about home that he (the social worker) can only give you the allegations
schoolers. The social worker then has an obligation to investiafter he comes into your home and speaks to your child sepagate.
rately.
Each state has a different policy for social workers, but general- You generally have the right to know the allegations without
ly they want to come into the family's home and speak with the allowing a social worker in your home.
children separately. To allow either of these to occur
involves great risk to the family.
3. Never let the social worker in your house without a
warrant or court order.
The homeschool parent, however, should be very cautious
All the cases that you have heard about where children are
when an individual identifies himself as a social worker. In fact, snatched from the home usually involve families waiving their
there are several tips that a family should follow:
Fourth Amendment right to be free from such searches and
seizures by agreeing to allow the social worker to come inside
1. Always get the business card of the social worker.
the home.
This way, when you call the Home School Legal Defense Association (you must be a member family), the HSLDA attorney will A warrant requires "probable cause," which does not include an
be able to contact the social worker on your behalf. If the situa- anonymous tip or a mere suspicion. This is guaranteed under
tion is hostile, immediately call HSLDA and hand the phone out the Fourth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution as interpreted
the door so an HSLDA lawyer can talk to the social worker. We by the courts. (In extremely rare situations, police may enter a
have a 24-hour emergency number.
home without a warrant if there are exigent circumstances, i.e.,
police are aware of immediate danger or harm to the child.)
2. Find out the allegations.
Do not fall for the frequently-used tactic of the social worker
However, in some instances, social workers or police threaten
to use force to come into a home. If you encounter a situation
which escalates to this level, record the conversation if at all
possible, but be sure to inform the police officer or social worker
that you are doing this. If entry is going to be made under duress you should say and do the following: "I am closing my front
door, but it is unlocked. I will not physically prevent you from
entering, and I will not physically resist you in any way. But you
do not have my permission to enter. If you open my door and
enter, you do so without my consent, and I will seek legal action
The right of the people to be secure for an illegal entry."

4th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution

in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be
violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place
to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.

4. Never let the social worker talk to your children alone
without a court order.
In nearly every incident, HSLDA has been able to keep the social worker away from the children. On a few occasions, social
workers have been allowed to talk with children, particularly
where severe allegations are involved. In these instances, an
attorney, chosen by the parent, has been present. At other
times, HSLDA had children stand by the door and greet the
social worker, but not be subject to any questioning.
5. Tell the official that you will call back after you speak
with your attorney.
Call your attorney or HSLDA, if you are a member family.
6. Ignore intimidations.
Normally, social workers are trained to bluff. They will routinely
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threaten to acquire a court order, knowing full well
that there is no evidence on which to secure an
order. In 98 percent of the contacts that HSLDA
handles, the threats turn out to be bluffs.
However, it is always important to secure an attorney or HSLDA in these matters, since there are
occasions where social workers are able to obtain a
court order with flimsy evidence.
7. Offer to give the officials the following
supporting evidence:
~A statement from your doctor, after he has examined your children, if the allegations involve some
type of physical abuse;
~References from individuals who can vouch for
your being good parents;
~Evidence of the legality of your home school program. If your home school is an issue, HSLDA attorneys routinely convince social workers of this aspect of an investigation.
8. Bring a tape recorder and/or witnesses to any
subsequent meeting.
Often times HSLDA will arrange a meeting between the social
worker(s) and the parents after preparing the parents on what
to discuss and what not to discuss. The discussion at the meeting should be limited to the specific allegations and you should
avoid telling them about past events beyond what they already
know.

how to meet with the social worker and will talk to the social
worker to try to resolve the situation. If it cannot be resolved,
which it normally can be in most instances by HSLDA's involvement, the family is responsible for hiring their own attorney.
HSLDA is beginning to work with states to reform the child welfare law to guarantee more freedom for parents and better protection for their parental rights. HSLDA will be sending out legislative alerts to its members in various states where such legislation is drafted and submitted as a bill.

Usually, anonymous tips are all they have to go on, which is not
sufficient to take someone to court. What you give them can
For further information on how to deal with social workers,
and will be used against you.
HSLDA recommends Home Schooling: The Right Choice,
which was written with the intention of informing homeschool
9. Inform your church, and put the investigation on your
parents of their rights in order to prevent them from becoming a
prayer chain.
statistic.
Over and over again, HSLDA has seen God deliver homeschoolers from this scary scenario.
Federal statistics have shown that up to 60 percent of children
removed from homes, upon later review, should never have
10. Avoid potential situations which could lead to a child
been removed. The child welfare system is out of control and
welfare investigation.
we need to be prepared.

Chris Klicka was Senior Counsel of the Home School Legal
Defense Association, as well as Director of State and International Relations until his home going in 2009. He authored several books, including "The Right Choice." The Home School
Legal Defense Association, established in 1985, is a nonprofit,
85,000 member organization dedicated to protecting the right to
homeschool in the courts, state legislatures, and the U.S. Congress. HSLDA promotes homeschooling through commissionIn order for a social worker to get a warrant to come and enter a ing research and working with the media, colleges, and in many
other areas. To receive more information on how you can join
home and interview children separately, both state statute and
the U.S. Constitution normally require him to prove that there is HSLDA call 540-338-5600 or visit their Website at:
www.hslda.org.
some "probable cause."
~ Conduct public relations with your neighbors and
acquaintances regarding the legality and success of
homeschooling.
~ Do not spank children in public.
~ Do not spank someone else's child unless they are close
Christian friends and you have permission.
~ Avoid leaving young children at home alone.

Probable cause is reliable evidence which must be corroborat- Editor’s note: North Dakota’s attorney of reference is Daniel
ed by other evidence if the tip is anonymous. In other words, an Beasley. If you are an HSLDA member-family, contact him at
Danielb@hslda.org
anonymous tip alone and mere suspicion is not enough for a
social worker to obtain a warrant.
There have been some homeschooled families who have been
faced with a warrant even though there was no probable cause. Also see: www.parentalrights.org for important information on
the growing need to defend the rights of parents to fully oversee
HSLDA has been able to overturn these in court so that the
the upbringing and education of their children.
order to enter the home was never carried out.
HSLDA is committed to guarantee legal defense for every
member who is being investigated by social workers, provided
the allegations involve homeschooling.
In instances when the allegations have nothing to do with
homeschooling, HSLDA will routinely counsel most families on
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The Perfect Homeschooler
By Rhonda Barfield
Reprinted with
permission.
Imagine: It's Monday morning, 7:00
A.M., and your children are up,
dressed, washed,
breakfasted, and
sitting at the kitchen table, math
books and sharpened pencils waiting.
There you are in
your embroidered
apron, finishing the
last of the earlymorning dishes,
with a beef roast
and peeled potatoes already simmering in the slow cooker
on a spotless countertop. "I can sit here and help you all the
rest of the morning," you say, smiling, to your little angels.
"Let's start with that math test." Cheers erupt all around as
your family begins yet another day of perfect homeschooling.
Have you ever fantasized about a homeschool situation like
this? If so, you know that it only takes a few moments of
daydreaming before reality sets in. Then you're back to
unswept floors, scattered toys and clutter, a ten-foot-high
pile of laundry, grumpy toddlers, hormonal teens … and the
list goes on.

fairs reports that desperate mothers often come to her
for advice on buying the "right" curriculum. It's hard for
these women to believe that there is no right curriculum.
I thought it amusing that some of the families in my
book recommended one particular math curriculum as
one of their favorite resources, while other families found it
tedious. Is that curriculum, then, a good or bad curriculum?
It all depends on your particular family's goals, methods,
learning styles, and a dozen other considerations.

And how does one know whether a curriculum will work or
not? Most homeschoolers I interviewed said they simply
chose something, jumped in and began using it, then made
adjustments as they saw the need arise.
One family, for example, started with one and abandoned it
when they discovered their children learned better through
using a more hands-on approach.
Another family tried a different one, but found their daughter
was distracted by the colorful pictures; they returned to their
former program and have been perfectly satisfied with it.
One interviewee, now a college student, told me he wished
his well-meaning mother had chosen one curriculum, however imperfect, and stayed with it, rather than jumping from
program to program. In response, his mother explained that
she always believed she could solve all her problems by
finding the perfect curriculum … and finally had to admit that
there was no such thing.
There is no perfect method of
teaching.

But surely, somewhere, you think, even if it seems all wrong I interviewed families who use a variety of teaching methods, such as traditional textbooks, unit studies, the
for you, there must be homeschoolers who are doing this
Charlotte Mason method, and the classical approach.
right, homeschoolers who are perfect.
One woman utilizes a video school. Other families
"unschool," encouraging their children to lead and
Aren't there? The answer is no.
structure their own learning goals, with parents acting
primarily as resources rather than teachers.
Last year, when I researched and wrote a book called RealLife Homeschooling: The Stories of 21 Families Who Teach
Their Children at Home, I never found a perfect homeschooler.
True, some are better organized or more experienced than
others. Some have children with easygoing temperaments.
A few are blessed with floors that don't show dirt. But nobody, not a single family, had reached perfection.

Interestingly, many of the families I profiled started out
"rigid" and "school-like," as they described themselves
and then relaxed considerably through the years. Those
using textbooks, for example, often supplemented with other
books and activities and sometimes made a break with the
program to discover other areas of interest.

Others found they needed more structure as their children
grew. Susie, one of the parents I interviewed who formerly
Sounds silly doesn't it? this idea that other people are perused an eclectic, casual approach to homeschooling, wrote,
fect. Yet homeschoolers, in particular, seem to share a ten- "We completely switched gears and started using (a prodency to believe that if they just work hard enough, they can gram that was organized for us), a big change but a major
produce the perfect homeschool. We compare ourselves to relief. I couldn't keep up with schooling and was getting very
others, and we often note how much better another family
concerned about it." Susie says the family had "no trouble at
"has it together," rather than understanding that they, like
all switching from a very loose approach to a complete curus, also struggle.
riculum."
I believe we need to remember four important points.
There is no perfect curriculum.
A friend of mine who sells books at homeschool curriculum
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There is no perfectly clean house,
especially when homeschoolers live
there.
One of my interviewees, Janice, observed that our
houses are naturally messy because so many of us
live and interact there all day as well as all night.
Families who work, school, and play away from home
should find it much easier to keep their places clean
and tidy.
Several mothers I interviewed have elaborate chore systems
and charts in place. Others (usually those with smaller families) simply "pick the kid who happens to be in the room at
the time," as Lynda said, "and he's the one who gets to do
the job." In Bobby and Nina's family of eleven children, a
child who complains that he doesn't like a job has the
"opportunity" to learn to like it by doing extra duty until he
stops complaining.
Still, as Angie lamented, "My house is always messy, even
though the children do have chores." One interviewee's husband often reminds his wife that "the house will be clean
some day … after the kids have all left home."
There is no perfect family.
Some families do get up earlier than yours. Some
may actually have dinner in the slow cooker by 9:00
A.M. And there really are some days when a few
homeschool moms have time to sit down with their
kids all morning, helping with assignments. This
doesn't mean the families are perfect or even better
than yours.
As I wrote about twenty-one families' lives, I found it
difficult to convey that each had struggles. Describing the
good stuff was easy; in fact, when these homeschoolers'
accomplishments were listed on paper, the lists were truly
impressive. It was much harder to convey the frustrations,
irritations, and occasional deep disappointments of daily
living.
How does one fully describe, for example, the effects of
sleep deprivation caused by a colicky newborn? The tiresomeness of dealing with a child with ADHD? The feelings
of vulnerability that come in the midst of a financial crisis?
When the inevitable pressures of life are added to two fulltime commitments, parenting and homeschooling, it's no
wonder that we sometimes "lose it."
I had to laugh when Susie described a time when she was
pregnant with her fourth child: "I was so tired and sick and
grouchy, I found I was overreacting to everything," she says.
"A child would spell a word wrong and I'd cry, feeling that
he'd never learn." I can remember going through times like
that, and worse.
Last year I got a Christmas letter from a friend, a homeschool mother of five, who now lives in another state. It was
quite an impressive letter. Fran's children are active in
Scouts, substitute teaching, babysitting, camping, backpacking, family trips, canoeing, summer camps, and of course,
homeschooling. As I finished reading the letter, I couldn't
help but compare my own homeschool with that of this supermom's. I wondered how she did it all. I also questioned, a
little, whether I was doing enough.
Then I received a letter from Fran in response to our family's
Christmas letter. "I get dizzy reading all you've done," she
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said. Ironically, that had been my reaction, exactly, to her
letter. How tempting to compare ourselves to other homeschoolers, the ones who have perfect curricula, teaching
methods, families, and clean houses!
But again, perfect people don't exist. God has a way of reminding us that we are, after all, fallen creatures. Not perfect, but real.
Rhonda Barfield is the author of Real-Life Homeschooling:
The Stories of 21 Families Who Teach Their Children at
Home (Fireside/Simon & Schuster, 2002), Feed Your Family
for $12 a Day (Kensington Publishing, 2002), and 15-Minute
Cooking (Lilac Publishing, 1996). barfield@aol.com

Mandatory Kindergarten Is Unnecessary
National Center for Home Education, a division of Home School Legal
Defense Association
February 4, 2002

Compelling children to attend school at an
earlier age does not yield consistent results.
Compulsory attendance or mandatory kindergarten at early
ages is not the way to improve academic excellence. In fact, it
may harm the development of young children to force them into
the school system at a young age. The studies below demonstrate that compelling 5 and 6 year olds to attend school is not
only unnecessary, but also violates a parent's fundamental right
to direct the education of their children, as guaranteed by the
14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Pierce v. Society of
Sisters, 268 U.S. 510 (1925); Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U.S. 205
at 233; Troxel v. Granville, 530 U.S. 57 (2000).
Studies Demonstrate the Failure
of Early Education Programs
A number of child development researchers have recognized that normal children
who are admitted to school
too early will often become
underachievers and display
developmental problems. Dr.
David Elkind, Tufts University
psychologist, explains:
There is really no evidence that early formal
institutionalization brings
any lasting or permanent
benefits for children. By
contrast, the risk to the
child's motivation, intellectual growth, and selfesteem could well do
serious damage to the
child's emerging personality. It is reasonable to
conclude that the early
instruction of young children derives more from the need and priorities of
adults than from what we know of good pedagogy for
young children.1
One of the most widespread sources of childhood stress is the
separation of children from their parents at young ages. Karl
Zinsmeister, Adjunct Research Associate at the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research, says:
Declining parental attachment is an extremely serious
risk to children today. The verdict of enormous psychological literature is that time spent with a parent is the
very clearest correlate of healthy child development.2
Research indicates it is advisable to move away from formal
academic instruction to a developmental approach for early
childhood education. Children who are at home with their parents can develop the skills necessary for learning in a day-today setting and thus be prepared for an academic setting.3
Dr. Jean Piaget, long respected in the academic community for
his studies in developmental research, found a child's cognitive
abilities usually show maturity between the ages of 7 and 9.
Many children are put at risk by compulsory attendance statutes that do not take into account slower maturation rates.4

where governments provide care and schooling for children as
young as 1. Billions of dollars are spent on these programs,
which are designed to give children a head start in their education and socialization. But is there documentable evidence that
early education has made a difference in the academic progress of these children?
This question can be answered by a recent study that compared the academic scores of children from many of the industrialized nations of the world. In 2000, the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) was conducted, which tested
children from 32 nations in the areas of reading literacy, mathematics, and science.5 The results showed that children who
have to start school at a very young age did not consistently do
better than those who can start later. A similar assessment, the
Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS),
revealed comparable results.6
The country of Finland was a standout in both of these international assessments, ranking
near or at the top in all tested subjects. These impressive results were achieved
despite the fact that school
attendance in Finland is not
compulsory until age 7, later
than almost any other European country.7 Japan, Korea, and Singapore also had
some of the highest scoring
students in the PISA and
TIMSS assessments, but
none of these countries
have fully developed early
education programs.
Japan's early education is
probably the most comprehensive out of the three,
and even there, substantial
numbers of children do not
attend any school before 1st
grade. Singapore does not
have any publicly funded early education.8 Some of the lower
scoring countries in PISA were Sweden and Greece, which
both emphasize early education. Sweden has some of the most
comprehensive childcare in Europe, with the vast majority of
children ages 1-12 having a place in a publicly funded childcare center. Even with this emphasis, however, Sweden ranked
among the average countries in the PISA test, and Greece was
among the five worst nations in all three subject areas. 9
High Costs and Low Results Incurred
by Early Education Programs
Expanding the number of children required to attend school
increases state education costs and thereby may mean an increase in taxes. Such an instant expansion of the student population requires the hiring of more teachers, more truant officers,
and more administrative staff. While the change in some school
districts may be negligible, the change to the combined school
districts of a state would produce a significant impact on state
revenues.
When lowering compulsory attendance age was considered in

Lack of Results in International Early Education Programs
Early education is a growing concern to many countries around
the world. Much of this concern has been centered in Europe,
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Alabama in 1991, the Alabama Legislative Fiscal Offices estimated the cost of the change to be at least $4.7 million per
year.10 In 1998, when Connecticut considered lowering its compulsory attendance age, a state department of education representative testified that one town (Enfield, CT) would require 13
new classrooms while another (Meridian, CT) would need 20
additional classrooms.11
Also consider Head Start, a federal program that began providing services in 1965 with an enrollment of 561,000 children and
a budget of just over $96 million. By 2000, the enrollment had
only grown to 860,000 children, but the budget had increased
dramatically, costing taxpayers over $5 billion dollars. That is a
5,108% growth rate in spending with only a 53% increase in
enrollment.

place even greater demands on private and government agencies and more pressure on taxpayers. Not only is compulsory
attendance for young children unnecessary and expensive, but
it is counter-productive, thwarting parents who want to spend
more time with their children.
Educational public policy should encourage excellence and
responsibility in parenting so that children will develop emotionally and socially, will achieve academically, and will be better
able to handle the challenges of adulthood when they mature.

Endnotes:
1. Elkind, David. "Making Healthy Educational Choices," Miseducation:
Pre-schoolers at Risk, 1987.
2. Fuller, Cheri. "Early Schooling: An Idea Whose Time Has Gone?"
The most important goal of any education program is that chilSouthwest Policy Institute Policy Study, No. 2, 1989, p. 3.
dren be educated. Studies of Head Start, however, demon3. Lynn, Lee Anne and Vicki Winstead. "Mandatory kindergarten
strate that early education produces no apparent academic
means parents lose even more control." The Birmingham News,
benefits.
June 5, 1991.
4. Ibid.
In its early years, extensive studies were undertaken
5. 2000 Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), pubto prove Head Start worked. But the opposite turned
lished by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develout to be true. In 1969, the Westinghouse Learning
opment.
Corporation found no difference in the behavior and
6. Benchmarking Report Third International Mathematics and Science
educational achievement between Head Start and
Study: 1999 - Eighth Grade (TIMSS).
other underclass children.
7. Ibid.
Sixteen years later, the CRS Synthesis Project study,
8. Ibid.
commissioned by HHS, came to the same conclusion.
9. Ibid.
10. Winstead, Vicki. "A Study in Support of Parental Choice in Early
Although children showed "immediate gains," by the
Childhood Education," published by Eagle Forum of Alabama,
second grade "there are no educationally meaningful
1991.
differences."12
11. Testimony before the Connecticut House Finance, Revenue, and
Bonding Committee meeting, March 27, 1998.
State-by-State Comparison
12. Rockwell, Llewellyn H. "Dead Start," Free Market, January 1991, p.
A review of compulsory attendance laws across the nation
2.
shows that requiring young children to attend school may be
13. Klicka, Christopher J. Home Schooling in the United States: A Legal
largely unnecessary. Only nine states require attendance of 5
Analysis, Home School Legal Defense Association, 1985, 1998.
year olds, and seven of those nine allow exemptions for parents 14. Testimony before the Connecticut House Finance, Revenue, and
Bonding Committee meeting, March 27, 1998. Elaine Zimmerman,
to withhold their children from school until age 6. The other 41
Executive Director of the Commission on Children and George
states allow parents to wait until their children are 6, 7, or even
Coleman of the Connecticut State Department of Education Divi8 years old before beginning formal education. 13
sion of Educational Programs and Services Bureau of Early Childhood Education and Social Services.
During the 2001 legislative session, nine states attempted to
15. Reading scores based on 1998 NAEP Reading Assessment; Math
lower the school entrance age. Five of these bills would have
scores taken from 2000 NAEP Mathematics Report Card.

lowered the age of entrance to 5. The District of Columbia even
contemplated a bill which would have required a child to be
enrolled in some type of school setting if the child turns 3 on or
before December 31. Thus, even some 2 year olds would be
subject to DC's compulsory attendance law.
In any case, testimony in the 1998 Connecticut hearings estimated that only 3-9% of the state's eligible children were kept
out of kindergarten by their parents.14 It seems unnecessary for
a state to spend so much time and money compelling attendance on what arguably may only be 3% of the state's 5 and 6
year olds.

This is especially true when considered in the light of the results
from recent National Assessment of Education Progress
(NAEP) tests administered to school children in all 50 states.
Scores of children from states that have low compulsory attendance ages (5-6) did not score any higher than children from the
other states, and in some subjects their average was actually
lower.15
The NAEP scores demonstrate that no real academic results
have come from a lowered compulsory age, and therefore the
higher cost of early education is not justified.
Conclusion
Rushing children into formal education too soon will exact a
heavy toll on the development of those children and weaken the
role of family in their lives. The resulting social problems will
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Prepared by the legal staff of the Home School Legal Defense
Association. Reprint permission granted.

Ten Reasons to Homeschool Teens
By Elizabeth Smith
1. Cement family relationships. Relationships are the most important
thing in family life. When teens are away from home for six to eight hours
a day, subtle changes begin to erode relationships at home. Divided allegiance or “serving two masters” can shake their foundation. The result is
diminished family ties and parental influence.
2. Individualized education based to needs. You can customize your
teen’s education to provide motivation for gifts and abilities. In areas of
academic weakness you can provide extra time and help. No classroom
setting can offer this consistent and loving support.
3. Accelerated academic progress. Many homeschooled children are
academically ready to do college level work between the ages of 14 and
16. Age/grade isolation or segregation inhibits socialization. Available research demonstrates that homeschooled children
are ahead of their public school counterparts in maturity, socialization, and vocabulary development.
4. Continue the family building process. The teen years are a strategic time to cement relationships that last a lifetime.
Parents can continue as the primary role models. You can make sure that they are instructed and discipled consistently
each day with moral training and sound doctrine.
5. Ensure learning is taking place. The institutional method of public education is designed around “crowd control” not
learning. If and when they learn, it is a by-product of other priorities to maintain classroom order. Studies show that barely
one-third of the government school day is dedicated to academics at the high school level.
6. Have direct influence over peer relationships. Peer influence is usually the greatest threat to the parent/child relationship. Homeschooling allows parents to fulfill their God-given responsibility to oversee the choices and amount of time
spent outside the family.
7. Protection from the pressure to conform. Young people trained with a righteous standard will feel strong pressure
from the worldliness of schools, whether religious or government. Very few are spiritually resilient enough to withstand it.
8. Greater schedule flexibility. Homeschooling allows greater flexibility for family plans and work/study/service/ministry
opportunities. Teens can gain valuable experience to help prepare them for future adult responsibilities.
9. A superior learning environment. The tutorial method is the most effective way to learn. At home academics have
priority and there are no classroom distractions.

10. Home is safe and healthy. Schoolrooms are a continuous source of infection, disease, and parasites because of
close contact with others. News headlines tell us that drugs and violence are a part of virtually every school.
Perhaps the most compelling reason to homeschool during high school is that God wants to show Himself strong on our
behalf (2 Chron. 16.9). Let us look to God and trust Him as our provider during these special years.

Elizabeth Smith, wife of Home School Legal Defense Association President Mike Smith, taught three of her four children
at home from 1981 to 1996, when the youngest entered college. For over 25 years, Elizabeth’s practical wisdom has
encouraged audiences at homeschool conferences, symposiums, and women’s retreats throughout the United States. Elizabeth is the director of development for the Home School Foundation and serves on the board of directors of Breakthrough Intercessors Prayer Ministry. She is also a founding board member of the National Black Home Educators.
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Homeschooling Together
The Importance of Support Groups
By Sandy Norlin
“Our group’s prayer time has been such a blessing to me this
year. We are new to homeschooling and I had so many questions getting started. I don’t know what we would have done
without the wisdom and help of other mom’s in this group,” she
said, with tears of gratitude in her eyes.

Is this the type of support you need? Is this the type of support
your group can provide to new families and not so new families
that have lost their original vision for home educating?

plemental classes in which children can participate. Events like
field trips, classes, large group
activities would occur in co-op
situations. As the name implies
co-ops are cooperatives with
responsibilities shared by the
group members themselves.
To make the distinction less clear
yet, another type of group combines both elements of support
for moms and additionally classes for students in a type of hybrid support group. Other mega-groups may even hire teachers
and administrators that create pseudo-school situations that
provide classes and activities for children.

Again, research your support group choices thoroughly before
Home educating is a wonderful adventure but it is not an easy
deciding what will work best for your family and still hold true to
venture by any means. At times we can be filled with the overthe purpose you have in choosing to educate and disciple your
whelming pleasure of seeing evidence of our hard work such
children at home.
as: listening to your 6-year-old read a new library book all by
herself, seeing two, quibbling siblings
Scheduling? Another item to consider
apologize to each other without having to
Finding adequate support
when determining which group will work
be coaxed into it, or hearing your 7-yearold explain to Grandma and Grandpa that during your homeschool years for you is scheduling. Are monthly meetcan often make a difference ings adequate? Are weekly meetings too
your family chooses to homeschool beThis is something your family must
cause public schools won’t let him say
in enjoying this calling and often?
consider. Don’t forget the home in homemuch about Jesus. These are victories
season of life, or simply
school. It is difficult to home educate
and blessings worth cherishing.
when more time is spent on the road then
enduring it.
in the home. This of course is the conBut there are those other times: thinking
stant balancing act we do in the age in
yourself a failure when your 8-year-old is
which we live. Ask yourself if the benefit
still not reading properly in spite of everyreceived is worth the investment of time,
thing you have tried to do, you are certain
it is a vision problem -- the optometrist says no, yet your moth- money, energy and effort on your part.
er’s heart questions? Or feeling fearful that your oldest child,
soon to be high school age, won’t learn enough at home to pre- Because our teaching at home is closely tied to the rights and
responsibilities we have as citizens of this country and state it is
pare him for college entrance.
important that home educating families stay informed of the
pressing events and legislation that can impact our parenting
If you have been home educating for any length of time, you
rights. A support group that stays informed and attentive to curunderstand. Where can you turn for the support you need? A
local support group may be exactly what you need. One word of rent issues is a necessary resource for the individual home educating family. When choosing a support group keep this in
caution, there are many groups which are as varied as the
mind as well.
members within them. In order to find the group that works for
your family you will need to do some research.
Finding adequate support during your homeschool years can
Values? Determine the type of group your family wants to par- often make a difference in enjoying this calling and season of
life, or simply enduring it. If you are certain the Lord has called
ticipate in by finding a group that compliments your family values. Some groups have a Christian statement of faith that they your family to this lifestyle but feel burdened, alone, or unsure
of how to proceed next, there are groups waiting to mentor and
want members to adhere to in order to belong to that group.
encourage you on this adventure. As this new school year beOther groups require no specific statement of faith either for
members or those in leadership positions of that support group. gins, do yourself a favor and connect with others to walk along
Still others are definitely secular and have no faith focus. Make the same path together.
sure you ask where the group stands before you make a decision to participate.
This article first appeared in the August/September 2007 issue of "The
Participation requirements? You should also determine how
much participation on your part is involved with membership in
the group. Each person is gifted in unique ways and groups run
best when gifts are shared. Also, as a home educating parent,
you are accountable for the education of your children and are
their primary teacher. Clarify at the outset how much sharing
and participation is required to be part of this group.
Purpose of group? Consider too the emphasis and focus of
the potential group and how it is organized. The primary focus
of support groups will be to encourage families and specifically
teaching moms. Often these groups will provide regular times of
fellowship and/or discussion forums for families. The emphasis
for co-op groups will weigh in favor of group activities and sup~45~
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Paper MACHE", the official bimonthly newsletter of Minnesota Association of Christian Home Educators (MACHE). MACHE may be contacted
at P.O. Box 32308, Fridley, MN 55432, by phone 763/717-9070, or at
info@mache.org. (c) 2007 MACHE. Permission is granted to print this
article in its entirety.

How to Tell Why Your Child is Struggling
By Dianne Craft, MN, CNHP, Child Diagnostics, Inc
http://www.dianecraft.org/about.htm
HSLDA Special Needs Coordinator
http://hslda.org/strugglinglearner/
Used with permission.
Many children who are not struggling have one or two of the
characteristics in the checklists below. It is a matter of degree,
and how it is impacting the learning process that we will consider in determining the needs of the learner.
Many educators who follow brain research believe that there
are four learning gates that need to be properly functioning for a
child to have an easy time learning.
function:
Auditory:
The four learning gates are: visual processing; visual/motor
•
The child displays sensitivity to loud noises.
(writing) processing; auditory processing; and focus/attention
•
The child struggles with language skills.
processing.
•
The child dislikes being in a group to the point of avoiding
most group situations.
These checklists show some of the characteristics that a child
•
The
child struggles with transitions and changes of any
exhibits when a learning gate is not working properly. Also inkind.
cluded is a list of informal evaluations that you can perform at

home. In addition, you will find some resources for correction
that can be done at home, or with a professional. Learning is all Taste/Textures:
The child is bothered by certain food textures, such as
about energy output. Read the following characteristics and see •
lumps in yogurt.
if you can find where your child is experiencing an “energy
•
The child won’t eat meat.
leak.”
•
The child is a very selective eater, preferring mostly
carbohydrates.
Compensation or Correction?
Before you begin evaluating your child, you should know that
•
The child dislikes it when food on the same plate touches.
once the process is complete you might face a fundamental
choice: compensation or correction. Many educational experts Touch:
debate whether it is more beneficial to help a struggling learner •
The child finds clothing tags an irritant.
compensate for the learning processes that are difficult, or if
•
The child dislikes nonsoft clothing such as jeans.
time and effort should be spent in the pursuit of a correction of •
The child insists his socks have to have the seam “just
the processing problem.
right.”
•
The
child grinds his teeth.
An example of compensation would be for a child to use a key•
The child walks on his toes for an extended period of time.
board at a very young age to write papers when he or she
The child dislikes his hair being touched, combed, washed
struggles with handwriting. A correction would be to do a hand- •
or cut.
writing exercise that eliminates reversed letters, for instance,
•
The child finds visits to the doctor to be very hard.
and helps the child write more neatly. Another common compensation is to reduce the spelling list required at a grade level
for a child who is struggling with spelling. A correction would be Evaluations:
to train the child's photographic memory so that the task of
•
Pediatricians may have some insight into this, or they may
spelling is easier.
refer parents to an occupational therapist for an
evaluation. With a referral, insurance plans are more
Many times this does not need to be a debate. One can easily
likely to cover these visits.
pursue both compensation and correction simultaneously.
•
For further checklists, see Carol Kranowitz's book, The Out
Compensation makes the learning task easier while the correcof Sync Child.
tion reduces the stress in the child's learning system so that
learning can flow. We call this “opening up the child’s learning
Resources for Correction
gate.”
•
The Out-of-Sync Child Has Fun: Activities For Kids with
Sensory Integration Dysfunction by Carol Kranowitz
Sensory Integration Issues
•
Occupational therapy
Many times a child who appears to have great difficulty with
Nutritional therapy (very helpful)
focusing and attending to a task is really struggling with a sen- •
•
Brain integration therapy
sory processing problem. The child’s sensory system is not
•
Music therapy (as described under Auditory
functioning correctly, resulting in errant signals.
Processing Dysfunction)
•
Chiropractic services
An example of this would be a malfunctioning sensory system
that shouts “pain,” when a tag on a shirt touches the skin. Another example is when a child covers his ears at fairly minor
unexpected sounds, because the sensory system is giving the
errant signal that the sound is too loud. This child is not just
distracted by his outside environment, but is distracted by his
inside environment as well.
The following are some of the typical symptoms of sensory dyswww.ndhsa.org ~46~

Getting Started Home Schooling a Special Needs Child
By Tom and Sherry Bushnell

real key to eliminating frustration every morning. It is a waste of
time when you go to get started and cannot find the things you
Here are a few suggestions to get you going in the great adven- need.
ture of homeschooling. These suggestions are by no means
inclusive and all may not apply to every family. These recomScheduling
mendations are directed at the family who is facing teaching a
We have found that in the midst of a very busy household, bechallenged child.
ing organized is the secret to not becoming overwhelmed. Getting started on an organized schedule can be hard. Once
A few suggestions
you’ve spent a few days working the bugs out of your system,
1. Sit down and decide why you are homeschooling. It is imlife is admittedly calmer. The arguments about who does what,
portant to be firm in your convictions. Homeschooling itself can where, and when are eliminated. My boys actually have fun
be a controversial matter. Homeschooling a child with disabilitrying to beat the clock to earn extra free time after their chores
ties can be even more so. Be in agreement with each other as
are done.
husband and wife. Pray for the Lord’s wisdom in making choices.
Seize the moment!
Take advantage of little moments of time. Speech therapy can
2. Write down the goals you would like to see accomplished
be performed at odd moments of the day in 3-5 minute interwith your child in the year, next six months, and next month or
vals. The ABC’s can be sung in the car on the way to town or
so. Be specific. Break the steps down into manageable pieces
shopping. Make to-do lists. Writing down goals and keeping
to be accomplished in a reasonable amount of time. Beware of track of them in your little notebook can be done while you wait
"overestimating" and don’t be afraid to back up. What is it going for appointments or on the couch while you are putting your feet
to take to get there? Will you need equipment, curriculum,
up for a moment. I, for one, leave a pad of paper next to my
teaching aids or help? Next order catalogs. Write for inforbed because I am always thinking of important thoughts or
mation on curriculum that you feel may suit your needs. Try to
things to do in the night. (It isn’t unusual for me to be writing the
find a broad base to choose from.
newsletter in my sleep!) The important idea is to seize the moment!
3. Establish control in your home. Your child needs to be able
and willing to follow your instructions. This comes about
through consistent, loving discipline. Letting your child know
what is expected of him/her and following through with your
Contact
requests with bite not just bark really works. The Bible is clear
For more information on homeschooling
on this one!
4. If you are worried about harassment by your local district or
professional personnel, join HSLDA (Home School Legal Defense Association). They are great confidence boosters! File
your local district’s statement of intent form on time.
5. Set aside funds each month for equipment, teaching aids or
other supportive material. Budget wisely and be prepared to
shop around. Many materials are expensive but there are ways
around the costs.
6. Find a supportive educational consultant if you are feeling
muddled or bogged down. With notebook in hand, try hiring a
professional you trust as a consultant.
7. Get involved in a support group. If you cannot find one you
are comfortable with (or that is comfortable with you), create
your own. Get involved with the NATHHAN Network and/or
NATHHAN Directory and get a copy right away from us. You
need not wait until spring when the new ones are printed. As
soon as you have sent in your confidential questionnaire with
YES for directory, you can ask us for one. Write to a bunch of
families that look like they might be able to help. So many great
friendships have been formed this way. We cannot stress
enough how encouraging it is to know you are not alone in this
home schooling endeavor.
8. Learn to keep track of your progress records. IEP’s may not
legally be required in your state, but it is wise to make a game
plan of action, to mark progress and to see how far you’ve
come. Make two copies of your records, including medical, and
store them in two different places.
9. Set aside a shelf or cupboard in your home for just your
homeschooling supplies. This one area may need to be bigger
or smaller depending on how much equipment, books, games,
teaching aids and curriculum you need. Be organized. This is a
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children with special needs contact:

NATHHAN/CHASK
PO Box 310
Moyie Springs, ID 83845
1-800-266-9837 (208) 267-6246

Christian Homes
and Special Kids
Read the book by Sherry Bushnell
and Diane Ryckman.
A resource for homeschooling
special needs children.

Common Core State Standards
From Concerned Women for America’s website, 3/16/15.

What is the Common Core?

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) is a set of national K12 standards in math and English language arts currently being
implemented in 45 states and Washington, D.C. The CCSS were
developed behind closed doors by a left-leaning Washington, D.C.based non-profit group.1 Supporters of the CCSS claim that the
development of the standards was a “state-led” effort, but that
simply is not true. Neither state boards of education, state legislators nor local education officials, school leaders, teachers, nor parents were included in the development, evaluation, and adoption of
CCSS. In 2009, when states’ budgets were tight, states were given
the opportunity to compete for Race to the Top grants.2 Additionally, states could also apply for the No Child Left Behind waiver starting in 2011.3 That was the carrot. The stick was the adoption of
CCSS and its accompanying assessments. Most states agreed to
the standards and assessments scheme — sight unseen. By implementing untested and unvetted standards, both students and
teachers are participating in an absolute experiment.

lum is “cumbersome, confusing and frankly, quite absurd!” Rather
than moving on to multiplication, her second grader re-learned how
to add and subtract via Common Core. Shouldn’t a decision that
radically alters the education of our children be weighed much
more carefully?

Common Core Has a High Price Tag

Costs associated with the new standards and assessments are
estimated to be nearly $16 billion over the next seven years. 12 The
price tag includes the costs for professional development, new
textbooks and instructional materials, computerized testing, and
data-tracking systems.13 The bulk of the costs will fall onto the
states and local districts as unfunded mandates. When our nation
is $16 trillion in debt, can we afford this untested and never piloted
education scheme?

Common Core Will Affect Private and
Home School Students

Private and home school students will not be immune from Common Core. According to the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), “common curriculum and tests based off common
Common Core is an Assault on States’ Rights
standards could be very harmful to homeschoolers if their college
and Local Control
of choice refuses to accept a student’s high school transcript if it is
The CCSS initiative is unconstitutional and is an affront to states’
not based on the CCSS.” Furthermore, HSLDA states, “And our
rights as outlined in the Tenth Amendment. Furthermore, three
greatest worry is that if the CCSS is fully adopted by all states,
federal statutes prohibit the federal government from guiding the
policy makers down the road will attempt to change state legislation
educational curriculum of the states.4 With such a diverse populato require all students—including home school and private school
tion in the United States, local control of education is best, whereby students—to be taught and tested according to the CCSS.”14
parents, teachers and taxpayers have a voice. Because the states
must agree to adopt the CCSS verbatim, there is now no local reWhat’s next? Expect an aggressive push for states to adopt nacourse if the standards prove to be a failure. Under Common Core,
tional standards in science, social studies, and sex education just
states have sacrificed their sovereignty and local control and have
as they have in English and math.
been reduced to mere administrative agents.

Common Core Threatens Student and Family Privacy

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan said in a June 8, 2009,
speech, “Hopefully, someday, we can track children from preschool
to high school and from high school to college and college to career.”5 This should send a chill down the spine of every parent.
States that chose to take federal money via the 2009 Stimulus bill
had to agree to build expensive high-tech systems to track student
performance and other personal data. Further, in January 2012, the
United States Department of Education, without Congressional
approval, changed the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
to allow the transmission of students’ personally identifiable information “to any governmental or private entity designated by the
Department and others as an ‘authorized representative,’ for the
purpose of evaluating an education program.”6 This National Education Data Model recommends collecting data such as academic
performance, disciplinary history, family income, religious affiliation,
health history, etc. – over 400 data points in all7—without parental
consent!

Common Core is a Lowering of Education Standards

Proponents claim that the Common Core standards are “rigorous,”
“evidenced-based,” and will make students “college-ready.”8 However, curriculum experts believe the Common Core standards are
below average and only prepare students for a community college
rather than a four-year university.9 Dr. Sandra Stotsky, Professor
Emerita at the University of Arkansas served on the Common Core
Validation Committee and refused to sign off on the English language arts standards. She cited poor quality, empty skill sets, the
de-emphasis on literature and low reading levels. She is concerned
that the reading level that will assume students “college ready” will
be seventh grade level.10 Equally disturbing is the prominence of
nonfiction “informational texts” such as technical manuals, government documents, brochures and menus rather than highly regarded
classic literature. Dr. James Milgram of Stanford University, the
only mathematician on the Common Core Validation Committee,
refused to sign off on the math standards. Dr. Milgram maintains
that the math standards will, by eighth grade, leave American students two years behind their peers in high performing countries.11
One parent of a second grader commented that the math curricu-

Endnotes:
1Benchmarking for Success, by NGA, CCSSO, and Achieve, Inc., at p. 24, http://
www.achieve.org/files/BenchmarkingforSuccess.pdf. (Dec. 2008). 2Office of the Press
Secretary. (November 2011). Retrieved from http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-pressoffice/fact-sheet-race-top 3U.S. DEP’T of EDUC., ESEA Flexibility Request, at pp. 9-10
(2011), available at http://www.ed.gov/esea/flexibility.
4General Education Provisions Act; Department of Education Organization Act; Elementary & Secondary Education Act of 1965.
5Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan. “Robust Data Gives Us The Roadmap to Reform.” June 8, 2009. http://www2.ed.gov/news/speeches/2009/06/06082009.html.
(Accessed on April 23, 2013).
6Emmett McGroarty and Jane Robbins, “Controlling Education From the Top DownWhy Common Core Is Bad for America,” May 2012, http://americanprinciplesproject.org/
wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Controlling-Education-From-the-Top.pdf.
7"The National Education Data Model." Education Data Model (National Forum on
Education Statistics). Strategies for Building Education Software Systems. U.S. Department of Education, http://nces.ed.gov/forum/datamodel, (Accessed on April 23, 2013).
8Common Core State Standards Initiative, About the Standards, http://
www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards, (last accessed April 25, 2013)
9Statement of Ze’ef Wurman Regarding Common Core Mathematics Standards,
“Controlling Education From the Top, Why Common Core is Bad for America”, May
2012, page 24. http://americanprinciplesproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/
Controlling-Education-From-the-Top.pdf
10Statement of Dr. Sandra Stotsky, “Controlling Education From the Top, Why Common
Core is Bad for America”, May 2012, page 21. http://americanprinciplesproject.org/wpcontent/uploads/2012/05/Controlling-Education-From-the-Top.pdf
11Written Testimony of R James Milgram, Professor Emeritus, Stanford University,
member of the Common Core Standards Validation Committee http://mathexpertsqa.blogspot.com/2011/04/prof-r-james-milgram-rejects-adoption.html (last accessed
April 25, 2013).
12AccountabilityWorks, National Cost of Aligning States and Localities to the Common
Core Standards, Pioneer Institute and American Principles Project, Feb. 2012.
13AccountabilityWorks, National Cost of Aligning States and Localities to the Common
Core Standards, Pioneer Institute and American Principles Project, Feb. 2012.
14William A. Estrada, “Common Core State Standards Initiative: Too Close to a National
Curriculum”, December 17, 2012, http://www.hslda.org/docs/news/2012/201212170.asp
(Accessed April 23, 2013)

Concerned Women for America
1015 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20005
800-458-8797 | ConcernedWomen.org

www.ndhsa.org ~48~

What the NDHSA IS and IS NOT
By Ken Knight, NDHSA board member
office@ndhsa.org

www.ndhsa.org
The NDHSA was founded to support people who choose to
November 2014 educate their children based in their own homes. The NDHSA
is without apology a Christian organization, but we will work as hard
Recently, I have fielded several questions that indicate many
to help a secular family as we would a Christian one. When a family
people don’t understand the purpose, roll or scope of the NDHSA.
first decides to homeschool, the NDHSA has done their homework
So, I think it incumbent that I clarify what the North Dakota Home
to help guide them through the getting started process, including
School Association is and what it is not. I am not writing just to
providing the Statement of Intent form. When discouragement rears
homeschoolers, this is also intended for prospective homeschoolits ugly head in a homeschool family, people who have been there
ers, and even for those detractors and dissidents with whom faithful and pushed their way through are there to talk to, to put the family
homeschoolers must deal. This is for anyone who has even a casu- on the prayer list, to take them to a support group meeting.
al contact with homeschooling. For some of you, this may not be
When there’s a question about the law, when an over-zealous
new information, for others it may be an eye-opener. I am choosing superintendent attempts to intimidate, or when a fearful grandparthe venue of this newsletter as a way to make this information
ent thinks their grandchildren will be put into foster care because
available to all, therefore, please feel free to distribute it.
Grandpa and Grandma don’t understand, the NDHSA has answers.
First, the NDHSA is not the enemy of the Department of Pub- Our office and website, and our monthly newsletter, by careful relic Instruction (DPI) or public education in general. We are not in
search of the issues, knowledge of the current law (we take
competition with public or private education. I can understand how
“legalese” and boil it down to common sense understanding), and
this misconception can seep into the minds of people passionate
doing our part to effect legislation in a positive way can provide
about homeschooling. I, myself, in fervent zeal to promote homethose answers.
schooling have made the statement, “I won’t be satisfied until every
When homeschoolers in an area want to start a support group,
child in North Dakota is educated at home,” but this is not the purwe provide support group coordinators who can help them organize
pose of the NDHSA.
effectively and connect them with other support groups, and by
Homeschooling is a choice and it should not be coerced, deproviding tools and ideas for activities, field trips, and meetings. We
manded or in any way mandatory. We live in a society where public provide existing support group leaders opportunities to connect with
education is perceived as what is best and right for everyone. In
each other through Facebook and at a yearly luncheon during our
many families, public education serves a positive and useful purannual convention.
pose, but from our perspective the opportunity, the freedom, yea,
When anybody for any reason at any time of the day needs
the right to educate at home must be procured, protected, and pro- information, guidance, or encouragement the NDHSA has develmoted. The NDHSA was founded for this purpose.
oped an appealing, comprehensive, and user friendly website at
Second, the NDHSA is not a regulatory organization. I cannot www.ndhsa.org. Our site is dedicated to bringing up-to-date homeemphasize this enough. We do not register homeschoolers, enschooling information for North Dakota. Our public pages offer inforce any laws, require any compliance, monitor any methods or
formation on North Dakota homeschool law, contacts for area supcheck on any progress. We don’t approve curriculum, or solicit
port groups, a free downloadable Home School Packet, convention
information from our members. We don’t even know nor wish to
information, the current statement of intent form and thoughtful
know how many families in North Dakota are homeschooling. Sure articles on various aspects of private, parent-directed home educawe have workshops and classes on how to keep records, teach
tion.
various subjects, identify learning styles, and build homeschools,
When someone needs a capable, comforting, compassionate
but they are offered as tools for homeschoolers, not as requirevoice to talk to, the NDHSA office has an office administrator who
ments. We have neither power nor authority over anyone.
will take their calls, talk them down off the window ledge, encourThird, we are not experts in the area of homeschooling. Yes, age them not to quit, help lower their blood pressure and give them
we have experience. If you added together all the years that the
hope. Email: office@ndhsa.org.
board of directors has been homeschooling they would equal alWhen somebody wants to know what NDHSA is all about they
most two centuries; but we are not experts. We have had some
can attend our annual convention where we have nationally recsuccesses, but we have had some failures as well. Even our keyognized keynote speakers, pertinent workshops, panel discussions,
note speakers and workshop leaders are not experts. They share
a mentoring booth manned by veteran homeschoolers, a used
what they have experienced along the homeschool journey. But
book and home business sale, a diverse arts and crafts display/
homeschooling is not an exact science. It is a glorious adventure
contest, inspiring music and vendors who provide curriculum, supthat becomes even more glorious when we share our experiences, plies, literature, teaching aids, musical instruments, devotional maour failures, and our triumphs.
terial and a plethora of things that homeschoolers want and/or
Fourth, the NDHSA is not a professional lobbying organiza- need. The convention also provides fellowship with like-minded
tion. Do we deal with legislative issues? Without a doubt! Do we
people who are as different as can possibly be so that everyone
monitor and report on bills? Of course. Do we propose legislation
can feel at home.
that would grant greater freedom for homeschooling? Assuredly!
When someone lives in a remote area and cannot attend the
Do we write bills? Absolutely! Do we support legislation which is
convention we hold mini-conventions to provide many of the benconsistent with our mission statement and statement of faith? You
efits of the annual convention on a smaller scale. These meetings
betcha! Do we speak with legislators throughout the state? Conprovide workshops, Q and A sessions, and resources for atstantly! Do we attend legislative committee meetings? Most certain- tendees.
ly! Do we actively promote homeschooling legislation through whatever media is available? Definitely! Do we give testimony before
the Senate and House education committees concerning our bills?
Every chance we get! Through these means we fulfill our mission
statement which says, “To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every
willing North Dakota individual, family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education.”
These tasks are all performed on a volunteer basis and even if we
did pay someone to walk a bill through a legislative session it would
not be our primary purpose for existence.

The NDHSA is not just a board of directors; it is a mighty army of caring, loving, compassionate people who want to make as positive an experience as possible for everyone involved. Its purpose is to encourage, connect, and facilitate as a group what individuals
cannot do by themselves in order to insure future generations will have the freedom, opportunity, and wisdom to continue the essential work of the North Dakota Home School Association.
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The NDHSA is a 501 (c)(3) organization founded in 1985 which provides services to parents in N.D. wishing to fully direct the education of
their children under the home education statutes. The Association is overseen by a board of directors and maintains an office in Wing,
N.D. The Association has successfully worked for more than 30 years to incrementally increase the freedom of parents to homeschool.
Visit our website at www.ndhsa.org for copies of the law, the statement of intent, and more information on homeschooling.
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Permission is granted to reprint the statement of intent and
the sample monitor’s progress report.

North Dakota Home School Association
35450 Hwy 14
Wing, ND 58494
Email: office@ndhsa.org
Website: www.ndhsa.org
Like us on Face Book: North Dakota Home School Association

• Monthly e-newsletter: The Eclectic Report covers state and national issues, books and curriculum reviews, human interest stories and
periodic board updates.
• Annual Convention: Features vendor hall, special evening entertainment, nationally-known speakers, workshops, used book sale,
art exhibition, support group leaders’ event, and vendor hall.
• Lobbying activities: Utilizes citizen lobbyists to address legislative
issues. Disseminates the weekly, Legislative WATCH during the
biennial legislative session.
• Legal support: Answers questions about problems with local public
schools, provides referrals concerning legal issues and offers group
discount for HSLDA memberships.
• Home school packets: Offers a beginner’s packet for those starting the home education adventure.
• High school: Publishes the North Dakota Guide to Home School
High School.
• Media relations: Provides credible research information and documentation to the media.
• Assistance to support groups: Assists in development of groups,
provides information and encourages the encouragers.
• Website: www.ndhsa.org provides FREE information for homeschoolers in N.D. including the HSPKT, copies of the law, annotated
statutes booklet, statement of intent, immunization forms, and more.

1.701.936-0356

NDHSA Staff
Elizabeth Buck,
NDHSA Office Administrator and Editor
7010-936-0356
office@ndhsa.org

Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator
convention@ndhsa.org

Lori Wentz, Special Needs Coordinator
loriwentz@hotmail.com

God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His
free gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by
any works we can do.
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