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www.ndhsa.org 
Look for updated HS PKTs, ND Guide to 
Home School High School & NDCC 
Annotated posted at our site. 

The View from My Window 
Theresa Deckert, NDHSA office administrator 

 is a great thing when it works, but will try the patience of the calmest 

for a couple of weeks, tried a new power strip, new cord, had the plug-in rewired, all to 
no avail. So I reluctantly decided I needed to purchase a new desktop.  

This week I made a trip to Grand Forks and made that purchase. Once I pick it up I will try to get my 
files pulled from the old device and transferred to the new one. Of course I still wo
most of those files until I purchase updated software and load that on my computer. Once I do all of 
the above oh, did I mention figuring out changes in the new software I can get about my tasks.

All of this is said to explain why website updates have been slow to happen. It is possible I did not get 
back to you with an answer to an email or something I said I would send. If you have been waiting 
for a response from the office on something, please either call (701.662.6347) or email me
(office@ndhsa.org). I may have lost or forgotten something with all of the hassles/frustrations. 
Another downside of my computer woes is I have lost my email contact list. I will slowly rebuild it.

This does not mean the NDHSA has lost its data as that is all stored on the NDHSA computer and 
saved to an external hard drive. That computer is basically only our database and the rest of my work 
is done on my own machine. So please bear with me as I sort this all out. Hopefully better days are 

Greetings! 

 tough going. Part of the 
learning process is silence. That means one cannot weigh in on 

me?!

I really want to be a devoted disciple of our dear Lord Jesus, but the 
uphill; many times rocky; and on occasion there 

are wolves. But I plan to keep plodding on and I will be praying for 
you, too, as you have chosen the hard thing - homeschooling. God 

 

The Lord will strengthen us for every work He calls us to; He will guide 
us, guard us, and love us. Are we not the most blessed! 

 Grace and peace,  
 Gail 
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For all kinds of information:
www.hslda.org 

Thanks to Jay Ryan, Classical 
Astronomy, for this: 
On Monday, August 21, 2017, there 
will be a TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE 
SUN passing over the United States, 
from coast to coast. This is the first 
such eclipse in nearly a century, since 
1918.   

MARK YOUR CALENDERS!

Interested in a Generation Joshua 
club? Contact:  

abigail.karen.wilson@gmail.com

Pray for 
Theresa.  

We can all 
relate! 



Where Do Third Parties Stand on Home Education?

A survey of third-party platforms shows that homeschool freedom is now a 
popular theme. Read more. (From HSLDA) 

A Little Lesson on 
STRANGE New Words? 

(From the AP Stylebook, 2009.) 

2 - Shorthand for to or too. 
4- Shorthand for for. 
BFF - Best friend forever. 
BRB - Be right back. 
C - See. 
G2G - Got to go. 
IDK -  
IMO/IMHO - In my (humble) opinion. 
LOL - Laughing out loud. 
ROFL - Rolling on floor laughing. 
POS - Parent over shoulder. 
R - Are. 
thx - Thanks. 
U - You. 
Y - Why. 

Lay or Lie? 
And did you know this about lay & lie? 
The action word is lay. It takes a 
direct object. Laid is the form for its 
past tense and its past participle. Its 
present participle is laying. 
Lie indicates a state of reclining along 
a horizontal plain. It does not take a 
direct object. Its past tense is lay. Its 
past participle is lain. Its present 
participle is lying. 

Snatched from  

There's a reason why we are told in Hebrews 10:25 not to forsake gathering together as 
Christians--we need that support and accountability. Having support and accountability is 
important as a homeschool mom, as well. There's nothing like having someone you can call, 
email, text, message, or sit down with face-to-face and share your struggles. Support groups 
are another way to get support, especially for subjects you might not feel comfortable teaching. 
Don't try to homeschool alone! If you're too isolated for face-to-face groups, there are many 
support groups online, like our Facebook page. 
 
Don't just take my word for it--check out these articles: 
Homeschool Support Groups: Do You Need One? 
Gena Suarez, publisher TOS 

Homeschool Support Groups:  

Do you need one? 

 

 

 

Six principles from the 
Word for Ordering your 

Homeschool Life 
 

1. 
design. He is a God of order.

2. Because God is a God of 
order, He plans. 

3. God created us in His image 

part of how He made us.
4. God tells us to plan. God 

teaches us to trust Him in the 
midst of our plans. 
 

(From Homeschooling at the Speed of Life.)

Homeschooling at the Speed of Life 
By Marilyn Rocket 

practical information about 
finding how best your family can operate. And I like that it is not a formula, follow-this-plan type of 
book. Make your own plan. Follow it.) 

What organization IS NOT: 
 rearranging. A perfect home 

is not and should not be the goal. Rather, our calling is to be a God-honoring home. 

What organization IS: 
Organization is making your life work for you by bringing the dailiness of life under 
control through yielding to the Holy Spirit concerning the wise use of your time. 

Reasons why you are NOT organized: 

Someone may not have trained you well. 
You may have a basic lazy streak. 
You may have a latent rebellious spirit concerning your role in the home. 
You may be a right-brain dominant person who can create almost anything but 
order. 
You simply may be too busy. 

Quips from Marilyn: 

People are more important than things, but things out of control hinder our 
relationships with people. 
Keeping it simple means establishing a simple, basic routine based on a predictable 
sequence rather than a schedule of things to do at a certain time. 
Learning from others is positive; comparing yourself to others is detrimental. 

(See why I really like this book!) 

Copy of the NDCC homeschool law available from our website. Also the downloadable statement of intent, Certificate of Immunization 
and a complete listing of all support groups associated with the NDHSA. Check them out at:   www.ndhsa.org 

Part-time Help Wanted 
Grace Lutheran School, Fargo, is looking for a 1/2 time 6th, 7th, and 8th grade language arts teacher. 
Must be N.D. state certified for upper grades language arts. If interested, please contact:  

Mr. John Hagge, principal, at jhagge@gracels.com, 701-232-7747

ORGANIZATION

making your life work for you by 
bringing the dailiness of life under 
control through yielding to the Holy 
Spirit concerning the wise use of 
your time. 



BOARD column
By Kristin Durham, NDHSA board member 

n it,  seems so simple and glorious to have this backing our every move knowing that we will be 
picked up, brushed off, set again on firm ground, and forgiven. Yes, please sign me up! Every day I need this in order to 
even breathe and carry on to the next 

h my abilities or strengths. I am not the one who is writing my story and 
that is so comforting to really be able to embrace. 

He is writing this story. He knows when I will wound my husband with a harsh word and He is there to correct me and draw 
us together with love. He knows when I will make a quick decision without His guidance, and He knows He will have to 
carry me through a rougher road than He intended for me. He does this all, time and time again.  That in itself is marvelous 
if you really think about it, but there is more! He does it all without rolling his eyes or sighing in utter exhaustion! That is 
perfect love! 

The example He sets before me in handling my children is so humbling. I have Him to guide me but sometimes this human 
nature is a beast. So I wake up early and fill my cup (spiritual metaphor and my coffee cup). I snuggle up with the two year 
old and enjoy the ability for the moment to embrace them all. I am grateful. No rushing out the door first thing in our 
morning separating our lives. With example our children learn to breathe in the grace of God for themselves.  

That is really what it is all about, being forgiven and letting that forgiveness radiate out so others want it too. I am just a 
mom of seven that makes many mistakes everyday and yet I am taken care of perfectly. I know He will take care of my 
children perfectly too, but in the meantime I need to be an example of His Grace to them. This is a huge undertaking. 

encouraging devotion for homeschooling moms and dads. I needed it! 

"A Major Missing Ingredient in Homeschool Math & Science"
https://philfour.com/static/misc/missing_ingredient.pdf
 
"Studies on Studying: How to Do Your Best on Math & Science 
Exams" 
https://philfour.com/static/misc/studying.pdf 
 

 Top Education"
https://philfour.com/static/misc/top_education.pdf 
 
"What to Expect from the Math Sections of the New SAT"
https://philfour.com/static/misc/new_sat_math.pdf
 
Dr. Christian Seberino is a college professor and a long time 
homeschooler. He serves the homeschool community by providing free 
and paid online math and physics classes year around at:  
 http://philfour.com . He also provides affordable used microscopes to 
homeschoolers at http://homeschoolscopes.com   Contact him at: 
mailto:cs@philfour.com. 

NEW College Entrance Exam for Homeschoolers 

Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) has announced a new partnership with the CLT, a college entrance exam developed with 
homeschool students in mind. The CLT is developed for faith-based educators and accurately reflects the college readiness of students that 
choose an alternative education to the Common Core Standard curricula. Registration for the CLT is open for the September 17 exam by 
visiting:  https://www.cltexam.com/index.php/clt/register. 

For questions contact: Margaret Graves, Classic Learning Initiatives at: mgraves@cltexam.com 

  Thanks, KK.

From homeschool research expert, Dr. Brian Ray: 

Homeschooling Parents Set Their Own Course Despite 
Slow-Moving Government 

 
http://townhall.com/columnists/teresamull/2016/08/12/homesch
ooling-parents-set-their-own-course-despite-slowmoving-
government-n2204088 

North Dakota Assessment Task Force Reviews State-Mandated 
Tests
http://bismarcktribune.com/assessment-task-force-examines-state-
mandated-testing/article_d7ed46e8-649a-57e0-9d0d-
1d210ad23883.html 
North Dakota Districts Review Needs for Added Exams 
http://bismarcktribune.com/news/local/education/not-less-testing-
better-testing-in-nd-schools/article_57e89446-e470-5972-b1fa-
00f86f7e39c4.html 



NDHSA Board of Directors 
Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp. coordinator

701.880.6126  knight_publishing@hotmail.com
Pas. Jeff Kapelle, director & Karol Kapelle, convention coordinator 

701.262.4446  kapklan@gondtc.com 
Neil Toman, treasurer

701.222.0250 ntoman@nd.gov
Susan Huntington, director 

701.663.7858 sooznh@gmail.com 
Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & E region 

spt.grp. coord. 
701.662.4790 jntdeck@gondtc.com 

Pas. Brian, director & Bev Skaar, convention choir director
701.247.2875 walkalongdeut6.7@hotmail.com

Troy Durham, conv. vendor hall coordinator & Kristin Durham, conv. art 
exhibit director 

701.730.4159  tkdurham@centurylink.net 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 
   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally 
existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written Word of God, 
complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the fallen 
state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned 
before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, 
except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross 
for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over 
death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy 
Spirit when we accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our 
personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 
To provide a comprehensive home education information system to 
support, train and protect every willing North Dakota individual, family 
and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home 
education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  
1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their 
children according to Biblical principles; 
2. Providing to home educators and the general public information 
pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home 
education; 
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or 
beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this 
corporation. 
 

The Eclectic Report 
Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is 
provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA is a Christian 501(c)(3) 
organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. 
No substantial part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for the 
carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence 
legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office. Legal issues are for 
instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal advice.  
If you need legal advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel 
Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney of reference 
for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney 
familiar with homeschool law. Any comments or opinions are those of 
the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board 
or staff members. Bylined articles ditto! Advertisements likewise. If you 
have something that may be of interest to homeschoolers, or if you have 
comments or corrections, send them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  
   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been 
joyfully working with parent educators for 25 years. She serves on the 

for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring Hearts Jail Ministry and 
Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She lives a modestly agrarian 
lifestyle in the Red River Valley of the North with a prince of a man, her 
husband Bill. Contact her at: billbiby@msn.com 
 
NDHSA, P.O. Box 1066, Devils Lake, N.D. 

58301        701.662.NDHS(6347)  
www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on Facebook:
North Dakota Home School Association

Visit us at: www.ndhsa.org

 

Box Tops for Education needed for the NDHSA. Send your clipped labels to:  
Laurie Morstad 
9175 80th St. NE,  
Hampden, ND 58338. Check for expiration date.   UDATE: More than $150 received to date!  

~Pray for our board: Ken & Llora Knight, Jeff & Theresa Deckert, Pas. Jeff & Karol 
Kapelle, Sue Huntington, Neil Toman, Pas. Brian & Bev Skaar and Troy & Kristin 
Durham. Pray for wisdom regarding all issues of board governance.  
~Pray for moms (and dads) as they implement plans for the 2016/17 school year. Ask 
God to give courage for those who are uncertain or reluctant. Pray for determination. 
~Continue to Pray for those with health challenges. Pray that God will give the measure 
of health that will most glorify Him! 
~Pray for the Abler homeschool family; lost their home and possessions in a fire. Read 
story: http://www.wdaz.com/news/north-dakota/4050635-mayville-family-eight-displaced-afternoon-house-fire 
~Praise God for the privilege to vote. Study the issues. Then vote! 
~Pray for Neal and Erica Anderson, Fargo/Moorhead area homeschoolers. Arlyn (7 
years old) went into spontaneous liver failure, had transplant, suffering from renal failure. 

their financial responsibilities for this time. PLUS, Erica gave birth to their baby girl after 
n imagine the challenge; pray 

accordingly. Praise God for their generous, responsible church family. 
~Pray for Christians in Iraq, Syria, and Libya. Pray for Christians in Kenya, and Niger. 
Open Doors USA reports that 100 million Christians are persecuted globally. Many are 
dying with the name of our dear Lord Jesus on their lips. Pray for those fearful mommies 
and daddies and their little ones as they run, hide or die because they are Christians. 
Then express your gratitude to the Lord for being born in America! Never weary of 
praying for our brothers and sisters in countries opposed to Christianity. 
~Praise God for the ways Home School Legal Defense Association has advanced 
homeschooling in America. Praise God that HSLDA is a Capitol Hill watchdog 
particularly on issues about U.N. treaties and parental rights. Continue to pray for our 
HSLDA attorney Daniel Beasley. Praise God for the wealth of knowledge and continuing 
assistance offered by HSLDA to member families and the NDHSA. 
~Pray for homeschooling mothers and fathers in your support group, on your block, in 
your city, in North Dakota & around the world. Support groups matter! 
~Pray diligently for your Pastor. Ask God to make them students of the WORD and 
courageous speakers of the truth. Pray they will devote themselves to prayer. Pray for 
the unity of your church and the entire Body of Christ. 
~Pray for families making the important decision to begin homeschooling. Help them. 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.  Ephesians 3:20-21 KJV 
Send your prayer requests to office@ndhsa.org or billbiby@msn.com 

From Whispers of His Power by Amy Carmichael 

Prayer is greatly helped by loved companionship-- the least 
hurt to love wounds prayer. The Spirit is making intercession, and Christ our 
Lord ever liveth to make intercession, so we are not alone even when we seem 
to be alone. We do not have to be eloquent. We do not need to speak much. We 
do not even need to know what we should pray for. 
___
There is nothing that can surprise our Lord in our unworthiness; He knows us 

find ourselves with Him, embraced by His warm love on every side. 
___
Let us take comfort from the thought of the end. Our God setteth an end to 
every kind of darkness. The morning comes, a morning without clouds. We are 
facing towards the morning all the time.    


