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The View From My Window
From our office administrator, Mrs. Theresa Deckert
The 2018 convention has come and gone….what a wonderful event! When I was entering data and doing book work after
the convention I looked over some old convention information and thought you might enjoy a bit of convention trivia. I don’t
have all the numbers for this year, but it is interesting looking at the past.
Our very first convention was held in Bismarck in 1990. Greg Harris was the speaker – no workshops, just his keynotes.
In 1991 the convention was a two-day event beginning at noon on Friday, March 15 and ending at 4:30, Saturday, the
16th. The cost was pre-registered, single - $20, couple - $25. At the door the prices were $25 and $30 respectively. We were
at New Song Community Church, Bismarck, with Jessica Hulcy of Konos and Richard Little Bear Wheeler as our keynotes.
We had 6 keynotes and 3 workshop slots with 2 choices at each.
In 1995 the convention costs were $5232.95 and the income was $11,281.25. This can be compared to convention costs
last year of $47,174.35 and income of $44,179.88. Times have changed!
Twenty years ago, the convention was held March 6 -7 at the Grand Forks Civic Center. Our key note was George Grant.
We began at 10:00 on Friday and were done at 5:15 on Saturday. There were 3 Grant key notes, one from the board and
one from our attorney, Greg Lange. Four workshop slots were presented with 7 choices at each one. The 3rd Street Players
from Fargo presented Anne of Avonlea on Friday evening. Prices were $30 for a single, $45 a couple and $10 for teens preregistered. At the door single price was $40 (the same as in 2018) and couple was $50. We did not offer teen or children’s
sessions back then.
This year our pre-registered non-member costs were $35 - adult, $25 - teen and $10 for children 5-12. At the door the
costs were $40 and $30 respectively. We have offered family rates for several years to make the convention affordable for
larger families and non-homeschooling grandparents come free to help with kiddos.
So you can see our prices have gone up very little in the last 30 years even as expenses have increased immensely. Gone
are the days when we could fit into a church facility and thus we have moved to larger venues which have greater prices.
The thing that will keep conventions affordable for all will be having good attendance. This year our numbers were down so
we are expecting a loss again. For that reason we will be in Jamestown next year. We are a little crowded in that facility, but
the rates are much more affordable. We had hoped to be in Bismarck during legislative years, but finances will not allow for
the 2019 legislative session. Thank you to each one who came out and supported the convention this year. Not only are you
blessed, but your support allows new homeschoolers to be enriched by this vital resource!

Don’t Forget!

Editor’s Musings:
After I read through Theresa’s “The View From My Window” I was
reminded of how important memberships and donations are to keep
the Association in the black. It matters. And I am confident there are
homeschoolers who are able and willing to make substantial donations to assist in keeping these services available to parent educators. Just because you may not need the services, doesn’t mean many others may
not be in need of them. Maybe God is speaking to you.
The convention was so sweet, so informative, so encouraging. It was such a blessing to me and my husband. We love visiting with folks, some we only see at convention. I especially love visiting with the teens. What a joy! Of course, there is the
used book sale which always beckons to me. L.K. it was a sweetness to me to visit
with you as we learned about microscopes and actually each purchased one. Visiting with the vendors, some who have been present at our conventions for a very
long time, is always a blessing. Thank you C. & A. B., the Lamplighter lady, folks at
Heppner, and Erik H. We sadly said goodbye to Dwight and Verna Beachy, vendors since almost the beginning. No wonder I can’t resist the vendor hall! I am very
grateful for the special effort Rachael Carman made to encourage homeschooling
moms. I will cherish the perfume bottle and thank C.L for remembering me.
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I have been present at every convention since 1992, some I have coordinated,
some I just show up at, and I still look forward to the event.
If you received “This is our story” sheet and info from me at
convention please make an effort to fill it out or using the inSo HEADS UP: next year we will be in Jamestown.
formation provided email it to me at billbiby@msn.com. It
Gail M. Biby
matters. You were chosen because your story is important to
the history of homeschooling in ND.
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Bits and Pieces
Did you know that the 4-year cost for a public university in ND is $63,205? Attend a local 2-year community college and live on campus for $25,192. Quite a saving. Check out lrsc.admissions@lrsc.edu.
ND teen author Mattie Richardson has published a number of books. She has four horse-centered books geared
for ages 8-14. Great for any horse lover or history buff. Email her at: redheadkid7@msn.com or find her books on
Amazon.com.
Hey, there is a dinosaur museum featuring more than 23 full-size dinosaurs. Includes fossils, artifacts and exhibits from a Biblical worldview. Visit Glendive Dinosaur and Fossil Museum at: www.creationtruth.org.They sponsor
local fossil digs in the Badlands.
Do you have a struggling learning, especially a right brainer. For help contact Dianne Craft at
www.diannecraft.org
Arrowhead Bible College is a one-year school with emphasis on God’s Word. Classes include Old and New Testament studies; missions, history of the church. Located at Fishtail, MT www.arrowheadbiblecollege.org
I have purchased a number of books from Bethlehem Books, located at Bathgate, ND. They feature both print
and eBooks dealing with historical fiction and biography. www.bethlehembooks.com

I heard from attendees at last year’s event that this was an
interesting, exciting and worthwhile field trip.
The event is geared for ages 10 and older (parents and
guardians welcome). All participants must register and complete a waiver form. This is open to any group.
Activities include:
12:00 noon

Lunch at the dining facility ($6.75/person)

1:00 p.m.

Weapons simulator and turkey shoot

2:00 p.m.

Tour of the military vehicle maintenance shop

3:00 p.m.

Tour of the 164th Regiment, Regional Training
Institute US Army National Guard Engineer
School

3:30 p.m.

Refreshments with information about National
Guard Employment Benefits.

For more information contact Major Ray Ripplinger at:
701.665.7001 or (c) 701.213.2918. Email him at:
Raymond.d.ripplinger.mil@mail.mil.

The President’s View of the 2018 Convention
by Ken Knight
Hopefully you had the blessed experience of attending the 2018 NDHSA homeschool convention in
Grand Forks. It was a glorious experience, and whether you were able to share it with us or not, let me
give you an explanation of what it looked like through my eyes. We arrived Thursday morning and
were thrilled to see fluorescent green t-shirts on dozens of selfless volunteers who were diligently
working to make registration a breeze, to help vendors set up, to stuff bags of valuable information
and doing all the unseen tasks that make the convention such a wonderful event. We had a board of
directors’ meeting and it thrilled me to see these faithful servants of God who labor, sacrifice and pour
out their hearts into guiding this organization of service to the homeschool families of North Dakota.
Since we are vendors as well, we got our booth set up and I rejoiced to see mostly familiar faces and
a few newbies among the vendors who have traveled from all over the USA to bring the resources that
make home education a wonderful experience. Thursday evening, I had to stand guard as hundred of
folks gathered to attend the used book and home business sale. Many a family has been able to
stretch their budgets significantly due to this valuable aspect of the convention. As the used book and
home business sellers were packing up, the board members broke up into groups representing the
four quadrants of the state to meet, greet and interact with the families. We heard problems folks face,
victories they’ve received, hopes for the future and thanks to the Lord for it all. During this time, Davis
and Rachael Carmen, our keynote speakers, went from group to group lending their experience, compassion and joy in the Lord to this blessed interaction.
Friday morning, the real excitement kicked in as hundreds of joyous homeschool families attended the
workshops, vendor hall, or just visited in the hallways. At noon a luncheon for the support groups leaders was held where these faithful servants were honored and encouraged. I feel that the support
group leaders are absolutely vital to the success of homeschooling. Davis Carmen gave the keynote
address “I Believe in Homeschooling” and blessed our hearts with his wisdom and encouragement.
More delightful workshops and fellowship rounded out the day. Friday evening I had the privilege of
dining with many of the vendors and it was such a blessing to get to know them better (Hu Hot was a
great place to eat!) While I was doing that, Rachael Carmen had a special evening with the moms
only, where a blessing was shared by all. Thanks to all the dads who stayed with the kiddos.
I would like to thank the wonderful friends from Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) who provided an
outstanding kids’ track throughout the convention. We couldn’t have done it without you. I also want to
thank the North Dakota National Guard for partnering with us to sponsor this convention. They are assured that the homeschool community is fertile ground for producing capable, faithful and patriotic citizens who will be willing to serve. Thanks also to the Greater Grand Forks Convention and Visitor’s
Bureau, Dakota Central, and the Grand Forks Sam’s Club. We couldn’t have done it without you.
Saturday brought more workshops, great fellowship, and shared resources for everyone. Rachael
Carman gave an inspired keynote address “Soaring Beyond Survival” bringing biblical truth to provide
parents encouragement to succeed. A luncheon for special needs parents provided a venue for presenting the challenges, victories, and plans for the future of supporting these valiant families. The day
rounded out with workshops including a question and answer session with a panel of North Dakota
legislators who are homeschool dads.
As the convention wrapped up, we packed up our booth. I was elated, exhorted, encouraged, enlightened and exhausted. I also know that there is no place this side of heaven that I would have rather
been than right here.

JOIN!
The NDHSA depends upon the gifts and
memberships of interested parties to maintain their current staff and services. Membership allows you access to member-only sections of www.ndhsa.org and discounted convention fees. Go to the website and join today.

North Dakota Home School Hall of
Fame Inductees
2014

Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark &
Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita
Larsen, Gerald & Sheryl Lund

2015

Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael
Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue
Huntington

2016

Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas &
Peggy Patzer

2017

Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie
Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel

2018

Linus & Anna Evinger

Itasca State Park
Sip Family Camping Weekend
June 29-July 2, 2018
New adventure from the Sip Family. No Family Fun
Days at the farm this year. Instead, how about a
camping weekend at Itasca State Park? Lots of
amenities. Camping on private lake. Bring everything
you need (really...everything). Features Bible studies, singing, fun, fellowship.
Registration is for 1 full weekend ONLY; space limited; singles must be over 18; NO
pets. COST: $45/tent; $65/camper (no hook-up); $240 cabin w/ 5 beds (only one!). Nonrefundable fees due at time of registration. REGISTRATION: Call 281.784.4804 or email
wnbsip@gmail.com or mail to: Wendell Sip, 2718 Co. Hwy.19, Ada, MN 56510

NDUS has tuition reciprocity applications for 2018-1019 available for students wishing
to attend college in neighboring state (MN/ND). For more information go to: http://
www.ohe.state.mn.us/hesod/NDReciprocity/apply1.cfm or http://www.ndus.edu/uploads/
resources/8453/nd2018-2019app.pdf. Questions: 701.328.2964

Prayer Reminders:

Provided to remind us that the current freedom
enjoyed by parent educators in N.D. was hard
won and required the work of those who graciously went before. So be thankful!

NDHSA Board of Directors
~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.
coordinator 701.880.6126 knight_publishing@hotmail.com
~Pas. Jeff Kapelle, director & Karol Kapelle, convention
coordinator 701.262.4446 kapklan@gondtc.com
~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858 sooznh@gmail.com
~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator &
E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790 jntdeck@gondtc.com
~Pas. Brian, director & Bev Skaar, convention choir director
701.247.2875 walkalongdeut6.7@hotmail.com
~Troy Durham, conv. vendor hall coordinator & Kristin Durham, conv. art exhibit
director 701.730.4159 tkdurham@centurylink.net
NDHSA Statement of Faith
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books
and our sole basis of faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power
over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of
salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do.
Mission statement
To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing
North Dakota individual, family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education.
NDHSA Statement of purpose
1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles;
2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal
aspects of home education;
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the
nonprofit purposes of this corporation.
The Eclectic Report
Gail M. Biby, editor
The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA
is a Christian 501(c)(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial
part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence
legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office.
Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal advice. If you need legal
advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney of
reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any
comments or opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff
members. Bylined articles ditto! Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to
homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.
Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for
more than 26 years. She serves on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a women’s newsletter
for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring Hearts Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry.
She and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA Homeschool Pioneer Award. Contact her at: billbiby@msn.com She has been blessed beyond measurability and once had a very long bucket list.

NDHSA

P.O. Box 1066

Devils Lake, N.D. 58301
office@ndhsa.org

701.662.6347

www.ndhsa.org

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association
Visit us at: www.ndhsa.org

ASK God to continue to give wisdom in all governance affairs of the NDHSA to our board of directors: Ken & Llora Knight, Jeff & Theresa
Deckert, Pas. Jeff & Karol Kapelle, Sue Huntington, Pas. Brian & Bev Skaar and Troy &
Kristin Durham. Pray they will be strengthened
and encouraged by the Lord to continue faithfully in the work God has given them.
PRAY for those with health issues that we may
realize that God will grant to each the measure
of health that will bring Him the most glory.
SUPPORT your local support group in prayer.
PRAY for courage in the face of change. Ask God
to strengthen those on the point of giving up.
INTERCEDE for those experiencing indescribable
loss of a loved one. God is with us and He is
FOR us!
PRAISE God for Home School Legal Defense Association and for our attorney, Daniel Beasley.
REMEMBER those still outside the fold.
PRAISE the LORD for good friends … and be one!
PRAY for your Pastor and his family. Encourage,
support, and assist them as the Lord leads.
Imagine having to oversee such an unruly mob
of sheep! Baaa!
INTERCEDE for homeschooling dads, that God will
strengthen their resolve and show them how to
lead and participate with devotion and grace.
PRAISE God for the homeschooling dads who currently serve in the N.D. Legislature.
REMEMBER these words of Rachael Carmen, “In
the face of sin, we need not linger.” No loitering.
Move on, dear ones.
PRAY for those in prison. It is a hard life for Christians.
PRAY for grace to finish well; to sing songs in the
night; to love the unlovable; to be filled with joy
no matter your circumstances.

