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The View From My Window 
From our office administrator, Mrs. Theresa Deckert 

This column will return in May! 

April 2018         Vol. 8 Issue 4        Published by the North Dakota Home School Association        Editor: Gail M. Biby      billbiby@msn.com 

Editor’s Musings: 
 

Greetings! 

True, it doesn’t look like spring yet in North Dakota, but we have this 
confidence that as long as the earth remains there will be spring and 
summer, fall and winter. When we are weary of the cold and wind, 
the shoveling and heavy clothing, let’s remember that despite the 
weather we are immeasurably blessed. Take a sheet of paper and write down all 
the blessings in your life (if you are honest and even minimally thorough you will 
need more than one sheet of paper; I did).  Now walk through your home and 
imagine life without  the myriad copies of the Scriptures, your books, the conven-
iences like indoor plumbing, central heat, shelves stocked with food...you get my 
drift. Do you have faithful friends, a loving family, many Facebook friends (I just 
threw that in...it isn’t really important)? Are you part of a deeply caring and spiritu-
ally growing church body that believes the Bible is true and teaches thusly? Well, 
then, it looks to me like we are mightily blessed and ought to be filled with gratitude 
to our great God for His generous care. Give thanks with a grateful heart! 

Gail M. Biby 

We Shall Have Spring Again 
I’m mighty weary of winter and maybe you are, too. And my dear husband and I are on the verge of some big changes in our 
elderly lives...an early spring would have been very welcome. Melancholy can be rampant when Spring resists its entrance. 
So here are few little snippets from Andree Seu Peterson’s book of the above title which gives perspective on a few things 
we may be fretting and stewing about. She’s right...spring will come. 

  
“Unanswered” Prayer 

This is the best I can do with unanswered prayer. The possible answers seem to be “yes,” “no,” or “you have no 
idea what’s going on behind the curtain of your sensate reality, so you best make up your mind once and for all--I 
do love you. Will you trust Me.?” 

 

God’s Presence 

Writer Anne Lamott tells the story of a  little boy locked in his room and afraid. But his mother reaches under the 
door and finds his fingers, and he is consoled enough to wait for the locksmith who’s coming in a while. This is 
the best we will do with [difficult times]: God’s presence and His promise. 

 

I had been laboring under a fallacy--the fallacy of 100 percent certainty. I can be certain that Jesus loves me, but 
I do not possess the same order of certainty that He wants me to have a Mercedes.  But if I (1) investigate a mat-
ter thoroughly and (2) inquire of the Lord for guidance, then even though a postcard doesn’t drop from heaven 
with an unequivocal answer, I can move forward with … ”confidence.”  Confidence that God loves me. Confi-
dence that His Spirit lives in me. Confidence that if I make a mistake His arms will be there to catch this frail saint 
and put her back on righteous paths, for His name’s sake. 

 

Depression 

...what follows is addressed to the melancholy. First, pray, pray, pray. Secondly, sort out sinful from non-sinful 
causes. Grapple long and hard before you trade away the next Picasso “blue period” for a little Prozac peace of 
mind. Mentally separate out God’s sovereignty from your responsibility: You are called to be faithful, not healthy. 
Make a list of what you can do right now. The beast will put up a fight, but it 
will not be your master. The happy discovery is that even when depressed, 
you can be controlled by the Spirit and not the depression. You can have a 
moment-by-moment dependency on the Lover of your soul. Carry on with 
the energy God supplies. The condition is just what is common to man, the 
prescription is still faith, and the grace for it is inexhaustible. 

Don’t Forget! 

NDHSA Convention 
Feb. 28-- March 2, 2019 

Jamestown Civic Center 

If you received “This is our story” 
sheet and info from me at convention 
please make an effort to fill it out or 
using the information provided email 
it to me at billbiby@msn.com. It mat-
ters. You were chosen because your 
story is important to the history of 
homeschooling in ND. I won’t give up. 

 

Send clipped labels 
for BOX TOPS for 

Education to:  

Laurie Morstad 

9175 80
th

 St. NE,  Hampden, 

ND  58338 

Check for expiration dates. 
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Spring Is On the Way! 
 by Pas. Jeff Kapelle, NDHSA Board 

Spring is on the way! I love this time of year. I enjoy waking up early and hearing the sounds of the morning without the 
hustle and bustle of life.  I'm also able to devote uninterrupted time to my relationship with Jesus. I love getting into the 
Word of God and learning from what the Holy Spirit reveals to me. The Holy Spirit was promised to us when Jesus 
went to heaven after His resurrection. In John 14:15-18, John wrote, "If you love me, You will obey what I com-
mand. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you  another Counselor 
to be with you forever--the Spirit of Truth … I will not leave you as     
orphans:  I will come to you." How awesome is that? 

 

Jesus cares enough about us to give us a specific Helper to give us wisdom for our walks through this life here on 
earth. In John 14:23 Jesus encourages us, "If anyone loves Me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him 
and make our home with him." The Holy Spirit wants to have a relationship with us. I love that! Verse 25 assures us 
that the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send … will teach us all things and remind us of everything He 
has said to us. We can have a strong relationship with the Holy Spirit who will lead and guide us and help us make de-
cisions everyday if we ask him. I pray we take full advantage of the help promised to us.  

 

In James 1:3-8, God promises to help us if we persevere. He says we must persevere under trials so that we 
can mature and lack nothing. Our lives will be tested in many ways but if we lack any wisdom, we should ask God, 
who gives GENEROUSLY to all without finding fault, and it will be given to us. God is generous, isn't he? As you con-
tinue following the Lord by homeschooling and discipling your families, ask the Holy Spirit to give you counsel and wis-
dom. Ask the Lord for patience and joy! Enjoy spending time with God to help you mature in your faith and trust in 
Him. Set an example for your children of complete dependence upon God. Show them that we all need the Holy Spirit's 
help and that He freely gives it to all that will ask.  I am thankful daily. 

Benefits of Homeschooling 

By Rebecca Kochenderfer from Homeschooling and Loving It! 

 

It gives [children] structure and motivation. Even when they are not studying, 
they stay engaged in life. They follow their interests, and develop their gifts. 
The have the time and flexibility to develop their skills in whatever area they 
choose. The have the self-confidence of someone who has been allowed to 
determine their own goals, then reach them one after the other. They are 
self-motivated. They are not just completing tasks … and waiting on a grade. 
Instead, they initiate and follow through on their own projects. This means 
they have developed their minds to conceptualize, focus and then achieve 
[their goals]. This makes them truly prepared to deal well with life after 
school and all the new experiences it will bring them. They will be able to … 
be adaptive and resourceful in an ever-changing world culture and economy. 
They have learned how to be lifelong learners and thinkers. 

Did you KNOW?  
 

The first Constitutional Convention included 55 men: 

34 lawyers or students of the law 

25 former students of colleges in America, England or Scotland 

8 financiers or merchants 

6 wealthy planters 

3 doctors 

2 former clergymen 

Several educators and one college president 

Twenty became U.S. Senators, 13 members of the House of Representa-
tive. Eight were appointed federal judges, several served in diplomatic or 
cabinet positions. Two became President and one became Vice President. 

Badlands Creation Conference 
June 30-July 3, 2018 

Medora Community Center 

465 Pacific Ave. 

Medora, ND 58645 
Featuring Dr. Randy Guliuzza, Dr. Kevin Horton,   

Michael Oard 

Creation Science Family Oriented Conference 

Activities: Youth events; visit to Glendive Museum, 
archaeology dig and more. 

All seminars are FREE; fees for additional activities. 
For a complete schedule go to: 

InstituteForBiblicalAuthority.org  

 

 

Right to Life Contest 
 

WHAT: Research, write & present original (5-7 min.) 
pro-life speech on abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, 
stem cell research. 

WHO: High school juniors and seniors 

DEADLINE: April 20, 2018 

CONTACT: NDRL office at 701.258.3811 

 director@nrl.org 

 www.ndrl.org 

 

Set an example for your children of 
complete dependence upon God. 

InstituteForBiblicalAuthority.org
mailto:director@nrl.org
http://www.ndrl.org


April 28, 29, 2018 

“A Feudin’ Over Yonder”  
This hillbilly play is rich in Ozark Mountain 
humor. The story revolves around the 
Popoff and Fry families who have been 
feuding for years because one of the 
Popoff boys said he was going out to shoot 
an old skunk one day and accidentally shot 
Paw Fry instead. Then Rosie Belle Fry 
takes the only unattached male in the hills 
from under her sister Emmy's nose. Emmy, 
who'd like to get 'hitched,' decides she'll 
end up an old maid if she doesn't get one 
of the Popoff boys. But how can she marry 
a feudin' Popoff? She enlists the aid of 
Mountain Maggie, the local "doctor", who's 
tired of tending to victims of the feud, to put 
an end to it. Mountain Maggie, wise in the 
ways of human nature, convinces widow 
Maw Fry and widower Pappy Popoff to get 
over the feudin' with a little Mountain 
Maggie love concoction. In the end, every-
body is happy, but not without a wild moun-
tain finish. 

Sat. 7:00 p.m. Sun. 3:00 p.m. 

Robert Fawcett Auditorium  

Lake Region State College 

Devils Lake, ND 58301  
FREE will offering will be received. 

 

American Culture & Faith Institute 
Release: March 28, 2018 

George Barna 

Surveys sometimes reveal frightening or 
shocking things that Americans believe. A 
new survey by the American Culture & 
Faith Institute provides such a stunning 
insight.  Four out of ten American adults 
(40%) claim that they prefer socialism to   

capitalism.  

Read More 

Additional information about this and re-
lated research is accessible on the Ameri-
can Culture & Faith Institute website 
at www.culturefaith.com. 

 

Addicted to Mobile Devices? 

From Practical Homeschooling magazine 

 

A January 25-29 survey, conducted by 
Common Sense Media via the Survey 
Monkey platform, reveals the following 
shocking facts:  

47% of parents whose children use mo-

bile devices fear the children are ad-
dicted to them. 

Half of parents whose children use mo-

bile devices are extremely concerned, 
very concerned, or somewhat con-
cerned that this is negatively impacting 
their mental health. 

89% of such parents consider that they 

are primarily responsible for limiting the 
time children spend on mobile devices.  

 

The Fallacy Detective 
By Nathaniel Bluedorn & Hans Bluedorn 

 

I used this book when homeschooling my 
grandsons. We had fun solving the some-
times difficult exercises. Here are just a few 
of the important logic lessons taught in the 
book. I’m including the following as you will 
see many examples of this during the pre-
election campaigns.  Use is as an assign-
ment; have your children actually pay atten-
tion to the blah, blah, blah of those running 
for this and that; have them spot the follow-
ing. 

 

Don’t be tricked by others into avoiding the 
question. Techniques used to bamboozle, 
perplex, muddle or obscure the argument. 

1. Red herring: introducing an irrelevant 
point. 

2. Ad hominem: attacking an opponent’s 
character or motives rather than dis-
proving the argument. 

3. Genetic fallacy: condemning an argu-
ment because of where it or how it or 
who began it. 

4. Tu Quoque: Dismissing someone’s 
viewpoint because he himself is incon-
sistent in that very thing. 

5. Faulty appeal to authority: appealing to 
the authority of someone who has no 
special knowledge in the area. 

6. Appeal to the people: claiming a view-
point is correct just because many peo-
ple agree with it. 

 

Another method is propaganda. 

1. Appeal to fear: moving you to fear the 
consequences of not doing what he 
wants. 

2. Appeal to pity: urging someone to do 
something only because they pity us or 
pity something associated with us. 

3. Bandwagon:  pressure to do something 
just because everyone is doing it. 

4. Exigency: offering nothing more than a 
time limit as a reason to do something. 

 

 

From The Home School Court Report 

Published by HSLDA 

 

Resources for those homeschooling chil-
dren who were bullied in traditional 
schools. 

Gifted, Bullied, Resilient: A Brief Guide 

for Smart Families by Pamela Price 

Bully, the Bullied, and the Not-So-

Innocent Bystander by Barbara Coloroso 

Trauma-Proofing Your Kids: A Parents’ 

Guide for Instilling Confidence, Joy and 
Resilience by Peter Levine and Maggie 
Kline 

National Bullying Prevention Center - 

hslda.org/Q118PACER  

Online World History 
Courses with Diana Waring!  
Registration is now open for 3 

world history courses for the 

2018-19 school year. Please 

note: 
We have moved Ancient Civilizations & 
the Bible to Tuesday mornings at 9:00 
a.m. Eastern. Our classes are beginning 
to fill up, so please let me know if you are 
interested in reserving a spot for your stu-
dent! 

 

Ancient Civilizations & the Bible 
Romans, Reformers, Revolutionaries 
World Empires, World Missions, World 
Wars 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funitedinpurpose.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7339436fdbe65dd2b6ed8ab66%26id%3Da628088cb6%26e%3D1eda7511f0&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbfffbfd2e3eb4a6a6ac108d5949d494b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funitedinpurpose.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7339436fdbe65dd2b6ed8ab66%26id%3D228f612b27%26e%3D1eda7511f0&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbfffbfd2e3eb4a6a6ac108d5949d494b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdianawaring.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da2c05ff61ea7fcf6e82ccc993%26id%3Db05b7c259c%26e%3D64963856f5&data=02%7C01%7C%7C44f33b2ac70640b7366308d597032cda%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaa
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdianawaring.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da2c05ff61ea7fcf6e82ccc993%26id%3Dc1870ce22a%26e%3D64963856f5&data=02%7C01%7C%7C44f33b2ac70640b7366308d597032cda%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaa
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdianawaring.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da2c05ff61ea7fcf6e82ccc993%26id%3D01fba7960b%26e%3D64963856f5&data=02%7C01%7C%7C44f33b2ac70640b7366308d597032cda%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaa
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdianawaring.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da2c05ff61ea7fcf6e82ccc993%26id%3D01fba7960b%26e%3D64963856f5&data=02%7C01%7C%7C44f33b2ac70640b7366308d597032cda%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaa


J O I N ! 
The NDHSA depends upon the 
gifts and memberships of interested 
parties to maintain their current 
staff and services. Membership 
allows you access to member-only 
sections of www.ndhsa.org and 
discounted convention fees. Go to 
the website and join today.  

NDHSA Board of Directors 

~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.        

  coordinator  701.880.6126   knight_publishing@hotmail.com  

~Pas. Jeff Kapelle, director & Karol Kapelle, convention  

  coordinator 701.262.4446   kapklan@gondtc.com 

~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com 

~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & 

   E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com 

~Pas. Brian, director & Bev Skaar, convention choir director 

   701.247.2875  walkalongdeut6.7@hotmail.com 

~Troy Durham, conv. vendor hall coordinator & Kristin Durham, conv. art exhibit     

    director   701.730.4159   tkdurham@centurylink.net 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 

   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written  Word of God, complete in 66 books 
and our sole basis of faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore con-
demned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, except without sin, the substitu-
tionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power 
over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of 

salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 

   To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing 

North Dakota individual, family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  

1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles; 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal 

aspects of home education; 

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the 

nonprofit purposes of this corporation. 

The Eclectic Report 

Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA 
is a Christian 501(c)(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial 
part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence 
legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office. 
Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal advice.  If you need legal 
advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney of 
reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any 
comments or opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff 
members. Bylined articles ditto! Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to 

homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  

   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for 
more than 27 years. She serves on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a women’s newsletter 
for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring Hearts Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. 
She and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA Homeschool Pioneer Award. Contact her at:  bill-

biby@msn.com She has been blessed beyond measurability and once had a very long bucket list. 

NDHSA  P.O. Box 1066  Devils Lake, N.D. 58301  701.662.6347    

www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association   Visit us at: 

www.ndhsa.org  Instagram link:  https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/ 

Prayer Reminders: 
ASK God to continue to give wisdom in all governance 

affairs of the NDHSA to our board of directors: Ken & 
Llora Knight, Jeff & Theresa Deckert, Pas. Jeff & 
Karol Kapelle, Sue Huntington, Pas. Brian & Bev 
Skaar and Troy & Kristin Durham. PRAISE God for 
their faithful service. 

PRAY for Christians worldwide. We have it easy here; in 
many places they are dying.  

SUPPORT your local support group in prayer and volun-
teering. BLESS those who organize these important 
groups. 

PRAY for courage in the face of change. Ask God to 
strengthen those on the point of giving up.  

INTERCEDE for those experiencing indescribable loss of 
a loved one. Ask God to help them go on...even with 
joy. 

PRAISE God for Home School Legal Defense Associa-

tion and for our attorney, Daniel Beasley. 

REMEMBER those still outside the fold.  

PRAISE the LORD for good friends and the family of 
God. 

PRAY for your Pastor and his family. Pray for him regu-
larly and encourage him whenever you can. 

INTERCEDE for homeschooling dads, that God will 
strengthen their resolve and show them how to lead 
and participate with devotion and grace.  

PRAISE God for the homeschooling dads who currently 
serve in the N.D. Legislature. 

REMEMBER this: PRAY for those in prison. It is a hard 
life for Christians.  

PRAY for grace to finish well; to sing songs in the night; 
to love the unlovable; to be filled with joy no matter 
your circumstances. 

Prayer is the Soul’s Sincere Desire 

Prayer is the simplest form of speech 

That infant lips can try; 

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 

The Majesty on high. 

Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,  

The Christian’s native air,  

His watch-word at the gates of death;  

He enters heaven with prayer. 

James Montgomery, 1771-1854 

Table Talk 

From Hints on Child Training by H. Clay Trumbull, ancestor of Elisabeth Elliot 

It is a matter of fact that those who sit together at a family table, whether as members of the house-
hold or as guests there for a season, learn to understand one another, and to give and receive help 
and inspiration in their social converse, as they could not without the advantage of this distinctive 
opportunity.  ...he who would train his children as they should be trained, cannot ignore this impor-
tant training agency…. 

Table talk ought to be such, in every family, as to make the hour of home mealtime one of the most 
attractive as well as one of the most beneficial hours of the day to all the children. But in order to 
make table-talk valuable, parents must have something to talk about at the table, must be willing to 
talk about it there, and must have the children lovingly in mind as they do their table talking. 

North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

2014 Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette 
 Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen, Gerald & 
 Sheryl Lund 

2015 Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon

 Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington 

2016 Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & 

 Peggy Patzer 

2017 Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, 

 Allen & Barb Entzel 

2018 Linus & Anna Evinger 

Current homeschool freedoms in ND required hard 
work and faith in God. Ask any of the above. 

Research Conclusions on Homeschooling 

Significantly lower problem-behavior scores (Shyers, 1992). 

Higher self-concepts than age-mates in public school (Shyers, 1992, and Taylor, 1986). 

As involved in out-of-school and extracurricular activities as those in private school 

(Montgomery, 1989). 

Learning-disabled students in public school special-education programs had lower rates of 

‘time on task’ and fewer academic gains than homeschooled students with these challenges 
(Duvall). 
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