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The View From My Window 
From our office administrator, Mrs. Theresa Deckert 

 

   This week I have been sorting through a few things 
my daughter still has stored at my home as she is an-
ticipating a move to a larger apartment. I thought it would be fun to 
wash all her old doll clothes and do any mending needed so that 
her daughter, age 3, could have some hours of imaginative play 
with her mommy’s old toys. Wow – do the memories and tears 

come! The words from the song Sunrise, Sunset come to mind: 

I don’t remember getting older, when did they?  

Sunrise, sunset  

Swiftly flow the years 

One season following another  

Laden with happiness and tears. 

   Next year my “baby” will be a senior and I will conclude 33 years of homeschooling. The years have 
flown swiftly. They have had their share of tears, but so much more happiness. I have no regrets for 
choosing to homeschool my children! 

   The early years were scary because it was illegal and there were really very few to lead the way. We 
were in the generation of the pioneers who were trying to figure it out as we went. There was criticism 
from families and friends and lots of self-doubting. There was fear that you might be questioned or 
even reported. 

   Even though beginning homeschoolers do not have to fear legal repercussions like those early days, 
many of the fears are the same. Will he learn everything he needs to, what will my parents say, how 
will we accomplish all of this, will she turn out to be a misfit? 

   Looking back I can most assuredly say, “Do not worry!” As you diligently teach you will accomplish 
what you need to a little bit at a time. Teach them to read well and to love learning. Teach them to be 
kind and respectful. Teach them to serve others and to be hard workers. Mostly teach them to love 
God. 

   Know that there are many who have gone before and can now help and encourage you. Know there 
is a wealth of resources available to you. Know that your children will 
turn out just fine. Know that the One who calls you will give you the 
help – through friends, mentors and resources. 

   As I look back I confess there are some things I would have done 
differently. I would waste less time worrying about little things that 
really don’t matter that much. I would make more time for creative 
learning with my children. I wouldn’t worry about getting every page 
of every book done. I would say NO to a lot more outside commit-
ments. I would hug a little more, bake together, go for more walks, 
read more books together and giggle more. I would not be so con-
cerned about getting that pan of dishes washed or load of laundry 
done at this minute. Most of all I would enjoy the moment as that is 
what we are given. 

   May your summer have room for 
more snuggles and discovery. May 
you enjoy each moment you have 
with your child and realize it is a gift 
because before you know it they will 
be a young father or mother with little 
ones of their own! 
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Don’t Forget! 

NDHSA Convention 

Feb. 28-- March 2, 2019 

Jamestown Civic Center 

If you received “This is our story” sheet 
and info from me at convention please 
fill it out or using the information pro-
vided email to me: billbiby@msn.com. 
It matters. You were chosen because 
your story is important to the history of 
homeschooling in ND. I won’t give up. 
You know who you are! 

Send clipped labels for BOX 

TOPS for Education to:  

Laurie Morstad 

9175 80
th

 St. NE,  Hampden, 

ND  58338 
Check for expiration dates. 

mailto:billbiby@msn.com
http://www.ndhsa.org
mailto:office@ndhsa.org
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Homeschooling Informational Meeting 
Featuring Mrs. Theresa Deckert,  North Dakota Home 

School Association 

Thursday, May 10   

9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

 

      
 

            

Do you KNOW?  
...what a Mobius Strip is? Try this: cut a rectangular strip of paper about an inch wide, 
6-8 inches long.  Hold one end of the strip in each hand, bend the ends together to 
form a circle. Now flip one end upside down, so there is a twist in the strip, and tape 
the ends together on both sides. Now to prove it has just one side take a pen or pencil 
and draw a line along the strip, making sure the point of your pen doesn’t leave the 
paper. You will end up right back where you started! Or make a dot on one of the 
edges then pinch the strip between two fingers and gently follow the edge. Don’t let go 

of the paper. You will touch the entire outside edge and still end up back at your dot! 

Just like your Mobius Strip, God has only one side:  He is always good, always holy, 
and will never do anything evil. And like the Mobius strip, God doesn’t have a begin-

ning or an end. He has always existed and will continue to exist eternally. 

CLICK HERE  

TO READ THESE ARTICLES:  
-Top 10 Homeschooling Mistakes 
- College Professor Critiques Homeschoolers 
- Thoughts on Daughters...and Sons 
- Cadaver Lab - Three Stories 
- 14 Homeschool Science Mistakes and How to 
Avoid Them 
- The Truth About College Sports Scholarships 
for Homeschooled Students  

 
 

Summer reading: 

After the Flood by Bill Cooper - I read this book 
long ago and was flabbergasted by the fact that 
he spent more than two decades researching it 
and by the amazing information he discovered 
from ancient king lists. 

A Chance to Die by Elisabeth Elliot - I have read 
this book several times; features the life of Amy 
Carmichael. Why the rereads? I need to know 
about dying to self. EE and AC knew. 

Daylight Must Come by Alan Burgess - Recom-
mended for more mature readers, this is the 
amazing tale of war-torn Congo and the heroic 
efforts of Dr. Helen Roseveare. 

Editor’s Musings: 
Greetings! 

   Curious how Theresa and I were thinking on the save wavelength. I 
already had in my mind what I would write on when I received her 
column. Turns out we are both looking back … and forward. 

   Having to move has forced me to go through everything and pack it 
all up. I’m still pretty steady, but I admit I am very slow these days. 
Sorting through one’s possession accomplishes a number of things. 

   It reminds you. I read somewhere this little action to do when one 
must in sorrow or tragedy or loss move on: Close your eyes and re-
member the good things. I’m doing that quite a bit these days. Even 
the smiling is often through tears. I am reminded of the picture given 
to us by dear friends after our trip to India. I think about the lovely 
wreath made for me by someone dear. I smell the baby blankets my 
grandchildren were wrapped in and feel the softness of their little         
t-shirts. As I went through the toys it reminded me of playing the Farm-
ing Game and Monopoly, and the oodles of puzzles completed during 
long winter months. I think about when I made that afghan and when I 
received that bouquet of flowers (one dried rose and card remaining). I 
am thrilled by the thoughts of summer days and the  pool, the lengthy 
bird sighting record we kept, the pictures of cats and dogs we have 
known and loved, and the many friends and loved ones represented 
by the many gifted giraffes in my collection.  

   It forces you to make choices. I have a method learned a long 
time ago from someone wiser than me: prepare four boxes; everything 
you handle must go into one of them; label them Give Away, Save, 
Throw, Thrift Store; then fill the boxes; when full give away, take to 
thrift store or throw within a very short period of time. 

   It makes you organize. We serve a God of extreme 
order and I believe He expects us to be orderly, too. 
Easy for me to say, I know, since I am by nature an 
orderly person. But anyone can learn to be orderly if 
they see the need and view it as God’s work. Also, it 
allows you to practice the gift of hospitality more read-
ily. How many times have you resisted company be-
cause of the state of your home? 

   It makes you grateful. For the order of your life. The supernatural 
interventions which have saved and comforted and encouraged you. I 
read through old letters and birthday cards and see the host of people 
God has brought into my life to strengthen me and love me. I am 
learning that ingratitude is a terrible sin and one I do NOT wanted 
counted among mine. 

   It has made me resolute about this truth: God rules in the lives of 
men and of nations. Strange, huh? But when one must move when 
one is cast off, one must absolutely remember that the Sovereign Lord 
does all things for our good and His glory. We are already seeing the 
wonder of His interventions and His attention to our needs. His mone-
tary provision alone has left us dumbfounded! 

   Finally, it causes you to trust. We found ourselves in circum-
stances we could never have imagined. Impossibilities, disbelief, sor-
row, and deep grief dogged our steps for more than a year. But God 
really does use what is meant for evil, for good. Going through all our 
earthly possessions has reminded me anew that I can trust my heav-
enly Father; He loves me; He is for me. If you belong to His family, the 
same is true for you! 

Grace and peace, 
Gail M. Biby 

From Who Is God?, Hay & Webb, Apologia 

Harvey Assembly of 

God Church 

(1 block N. of corner of North St. 

& Jackson Ave.)  

For more information call 

Karen: 701.625.1422 

Child care provided. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017MmOv1M81IYn_TFIcCXYfASRM0kvQSKPAI4BQ0TekD3IrgR8geJF2NKzgeDFta0LAkVmpDOKWy2KlChJIl4n0ylHjYR-T1V_FkxHjDtJciUxIJPXErxFs0fAgYuXAitUewgXMA59O8iBoWkAhJeftTTMQkt0jp10jASpNRjTvTu1I-PxAd3REfR5j6G3uZiit6UxXzRFcOA=&c=zGmyCmLbQOzV5YAFOALr8


The following was received from a family asking to be removed 

from our mailing list. 
 

   Thanks for your letters throughout the years! I can’t believe our homeschooling is 
done!  J. (youngest) is finishing his first year at Emmaus Bible College in Dubuque 
Iowa. K. (#3) is doing graphic design at that college and missions trips. T. (4th) will be 
graduating from Calvary University in K City in May. K. is working in K City where she 
also graduated.  Ka. is the only one married & they have 4-yr.-old twins. They are 
homeschooling and he is working at Calvary in the theatre department with set design 
and lighting.  

  I didn’t think I would be able to let homeschooling come to a close because it’s been 
just a great stage of life, but time marches on. And we always want to see the next 
thing that the kids are doing! Praise the Lord that they are following Him—it’s not what 
we did but His grace and their choices. We can be prideful sometimes with our kids, 
but I was reminded this week how He guides and directs! 

   We are sad to know that Grace University [Omaha, NE] will be closing after 
May. Any loss of a Bible College is sad. Calvary and Emmaus have grown in many 
ways this year. Calvary has a new president and they moved to a new campus a few 
years ago.  If you know of anyone interested in a solid Bible college for sports, thea-
tre, or other majors, it’s worth checking out. Calvary is especially very cost conserva-
tive! 

   Thanks again for all your years of service and support to the homeschoolers.  I can’t 
keep up with all my reading now; I can’t multitask like I did once upon a time! 

   By the way, all of my students have written back notes to thank us for homeschool-
ing them! Those years go by so fast, even though at the time you think it’ll take for-
ever to just get through a day! Spending time with them and getting to teach 
the important values in life are well worth the time, effort, commitment, and cost! 

  

God bless! 

K. & D. K. 

Editor’s note: And may God continue to bless you and 
your dear ones. What a wonderful testimony your fam-
ily is to the efficacy of God-centered parent-directed 
education. 

Moving on 

As we, by His grace, “forget” 
and reach forth and press on, 
He turns our forgetting into fruit-
fulness. The sap in us is free to 
flow, not round and round     
ourselves, but out into leaf and 
bud and flower and fruit, to His 
glory and to the help of others. 

Amy Carmichael, Whispers of His Power 

 

Ancient Civilizations & the Bible Lesson Planner  
 

 

At a recent homeschool convention, two moms 
spent significant time pouring through this Les-
son Planner. They were stunned at the clarity of 
design, the helpful information included, the way 
younger students in a family could join in the 
study with older students (it can even be used 
solely for younger students with the Elementary 
Activity book), and the opportunities for tracking 
hours and subjects for high school credit. Their 
final take? "This is the BEST Lesson Planner on 
the market!" 

Editor’s note: I have the Teacher's Guide (Vol. 1) and student workbook. One word: FABULOUS! 

https://dianawaring.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2c05ff61ea7fcf6e82ccc993&id=558c24250f&e=64963856f5
https://dianawaring.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2c05ff61ea7fcf6e82ccc993&id=bcf84a6e97&e=64963856f5


J O I N ! 
The NDHSA depends upon the 
gifts and memberships of interested 
parties to maintain their current 
staff and services. Membership 
allows you access to member-only 
sections of www.ndhsa.org and 
discounted convention fees. Go to 
the website and join today.  

NDHSA Board of Directors 
~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.        

  coordinator  701.880.6126   knight_publishing@hotmail.com  

~Pas. Jeff Kapelle, director & Karol Kapelle, convention  

  coordinator 701.262.4446   kapklan@gondtc.com 

~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com 

~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & 

   E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com 

~Pas. Brian, director & Bev Skaar, convention choir director 

   701.247.2875  walkalongdeut6.7@hotmail.com 

~Troy Durham, conv. vendor hall coordinator & Kristin Durham, conv. art exhibit     

    director   701.730.4159   tkdurham@centurylink.net 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 

   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written  Word of God, complete in 66 books 
and our sole basis of faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore con-
demned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, except without sin, the substitu-
tionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over 
death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of salva-

tion by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 

   To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing North 

Dakota individual, family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  

1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles; 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal 

aspects of home education; 

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the 

nonprofit purposes of this corporation. 

The Eclectic Report 

Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA 
is a Christian 501(c)(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial part 
of the activities of the NDHSA is used for the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence 
legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office. 
Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal advice.  If you need legal 
advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney of 
reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any 
comments or opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff 
members. Bylined articles ditto! Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to 

homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  

   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for 
more than 27 years. She serves on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a women’s newsletter for 
her church gals, and volunteers with Caring Hearts Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She 
and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA Homeschool Pioneer Award. Contact her at:  bill-

biby@msn.com She has been blessed beyond measurability and once had a very long bucket list. 

NDHSA  P.O. Box 1066  Devils Lake, N.D. 58301  701.662.6347    

www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association   Visit us at: 

www.ndhsa.org  Instagram link:  https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/ 

 

North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees 

2014   Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen, Gerald & Sheryl Lund 

2015   Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington 

2016   Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & Peggy Patzer 

2017   Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel 

2018   Linus & Anna Evinger 

Prayer Reminders: 
ASK God to continue to give wisdom in all govern-

ance affairs of the NDHSA to our board of direc-
tors: Ken & Llora Knight, Jeff & Theresa 
Deckert, Pas. Jeff & Karol Kapelle, Sue Hunt-
ington, Pas. Brian & Bev Skaar and Troy & 
Kristin Durham. PRAISE God for their faithful 
service. 

PRAY for Christians worldwide. We have it easy 
here; in many places they are dying.  

SUPPORT your local support group in prayer and 
volunteering. BLESS those who organize these 
important groups. 

PRAY for courage in the face of change. Ask God 
to strengthen those on the point of giving up.  

INTERCEDE for those experiencing indescribable 
loss of a loved one. Ask God to help them go 
on...even with joy. Remember the Stegman 
family as they grieve the sudden loss of wife, 
mom, grandma, Betty Lou.  

PRAISE God for Home School Legal Defense As-

sociation and for our attorney, Daniel Beasley. 

REMEMBER to resist the evil ones; they will flee.  

PRAISE the LORD for good friends and the family 
of God. 

PRAY for your Pastor and his family. Pray for him, 
his wife, and children regularly and encourage 
them whenever you can. 

PRAISE GOD for homeschooling dads, that God 
will strengthen their resolve and show them how 
to lead and participate with devotion and grace.  

PRAISE God for the homeschooling dads who cur-
rently serve in the N.D. Legislature. 

REMEMBER this: PRAY for those in prison. It is a 
hard life for Christians.  

PRAY for grace to finish well; to sing songs in the 
night; to love the unlovable; to be filled with joy 
no matter your circumstances. 

BEG God to make us wise as serpents and harm-
less as doves. 

Prairie Village Museum 
Rugby, ND, Geographical Center of North Dakota! 

 

Enjoy:  Historic buildings, immigrant information, Native American 
artifacts, antique cars, “The Scandinavian Giant”.  

Mini-Talks: With advanced notice staff can arrange mini talks on 
Cook Car Cooking, Law & Order, Early Phone Service, Butter-Making 
Demo, School Days, and Farming the Prairie. Nearby attractions: 
Northern Lights Tower, Geographical Center monument, Ellery Park, 
Subway and Dairy Queen. 

Open: May 1-Sept. 30 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Mon.-Sat.  Noon to 5:00 
p.m. Sunday 

Location: 102 HWY 2 SE, Rugby, ND  

Group fees: $2.50/student (10 or more) FREE for teachers, chaper-
ones, drivers. 

For more information contact:  

Stephanie Steinke, Exe. Dir. at prairievillagemuseum@gmail.com or call 701.776.6414.  

Visit www.prairievillagemuseum.com 

There is a wonderful sense of release 
when we understand that we need ... 
never try to twist circumstances so that 
our wishes shall come to pass. We have 
only one thing to do, such a happy, 
peaceful thing that we can never be glad 
enough and grateful enough for it. We 
have only to commit ourselves and our 
ways to Him who guides us by the skill-
fulness of His hands.        

Whispers of His Power, Amy Carmichael 
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