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Editor’s Musings: 
Greetings! 

 

While I finish this newsletter and do the editing I am also be-
ginning the process of making applesauce and apple butter. 
My dear husband and I picked about 6 bushels of apples on 
Monday night from one lone tree in the backyard of dear 
church friends, Ron and Karen. I love the smell of fall: wet 
leaves and dormant grasses, crisp air smell in open country, 
and smoke from burning leaves. But the odor of fermenting 
windfall apples have an unpleasant vinegary smell. Pungent. 

 

It reminds of the fragrance we are to be in this world and the 
smell we sometimes shed abroad. We are to be the sweet, 
perfuming smell of Christ as we live our everyday lives. We 
are to spread that pleasant fragrance wherever we go.  
 

I admit freely and sadly that I have often been more the pun-
gent smell of fermenting apples than perfume.  

 

It is a hard life, this life of being a disciple of the Lord Jesus. 

When I focus on self, I stink. When I focus on Christ I 
am a gentle perfuming fragrance. After almost 70 
years, I am still learning this hard lesson.  

 

If the interruptions, distractions, alarms, conundrums, 
irritations of the moment keep me from being a perfume remi-
niscent of Christ then as Amy Carmichael wrote: 

If monotony tries me, and I cannot stand drudgery; if 
stupid people fret me and little ruffles set me on edge; 
if I make much of the trifles of life, then I know     
nothing of Calvary love. 
 

If the moment I am conscious of the shadow of self 
crossing my threshold, I do not shut the door, and in 
the power of Him who works in us to will and to do, 
keep that door shut, then I know nothing of Calvary 
love. 

 

Praying we will be worth smelling! 

Grace and peace, 

Gail M. Biby 
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By Theresa Deckert, NDHSA Office Administrator 

   Soon it will be Election Day and that will be followed by the 2019 legislative session. The NDHSA has been work-

ing on proposed legislation all summer. We hope to have the language determined in the next couple of weeks, but I 

can tell you it is concerning the 2007 Attorney General opinion on parental supervision in the homeschool. 

   I am sure we will need to remain vigilant about other bills, but I wanted to mention something I expect to see intro-

duced and my concerns. 

   Last session a bill to set up Educational Savings Accounts (ESAs) was introduced from the conservative arm of 

the legislature. The NDHSA had some serious concerns about that legislation and so we saw homeschoolers on oppo-

site sides of the issue contacting their legislators. I admit I contacted all of my legislators asking them to cast a nay 

vote. That may surprise you, but I will tell you why. 

   I have been to several national homeschool conventions which are held for state leaders. Home School Legal De-

fense Association does an annual convention as does the Alliance, both of which the NDHSA is a part. Part of the 

value of these conferences is the chance to talk with homeschool leadership from other states. I believe the last time I 

was there, five states had enacted ESA legislation. Interestingly, in four states the ESAs could only be used for spe-

cial needs students. What I hear from state leaders is that these create a whole new level of bureaucracy and also law-

suits regarding what materials can be purchased with these dollars. Faith-based curriculum is almost always ex-

cluded. 

   The effect this legislation has had is that some people have given up the principles for which they originally began 

homeschooling in order to get the dollars for curriculum. You know the old saying – “dangle a carrot….” 

   The other issue I have is that this is just another form of legal plunder. We do not like the federal government tax-

ing us to pay for all of its programs, especially if we don’t use them, so why would we want to add to the problem? 

   A good principle for us all to keep in mind are the words of Frederic Bastiat in his work The Law:  

 

     

Let us be very careful whenever “free money” is offered. It will not come without strings to pull us into a snare! 

“...but how is this legal plunder to be identified? Quite simply. See if the law takes from some persons what 

belongs to them, and it gives it to other persons to whom it does not belong. See if the law benefits one citizen 

at the expense of another by doing what the citizen himself cannot do without committing a crime.” 
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Life After Homeschooling  
Author: Kathryn Streeter -Published in: Home Educator Quarterly, 6/29/18         

 
   Though there will be long days when parents struggle to see 
the light at the end of the homeschooling tunnel, most will be 
rattled by the change as kids graduate or enroll in another 
school.  

   Homeschooling parent and blogger Annie Kate Aarnoutse 
(AnnieKatesHomeschoolReviews.com) addressed this tension 
after encountering a former homeschooling parent who battled 
depression when the kids left. “Looking forward, seeing the end 
of this most beautiful calling fast approaching, the future looked 
frighteningly bleak. I could understand her hopelessness and her 
helplessness,” she wrote.    Some, in fact, regard the 
Homeschool Empty Nest Syndrome (HENS) as a more intense 
strain of the empty-nest syndrome. The good news is, HENS 
isn’t permanently disabling.  

   Allison Cheston’s Fox News article “Empty Nest? How to 
Thrive in a New Career After the Kids Leave Home” tells the 
stories of several empty-nest homeschooling parents. Some 
became university professors and continued teaching, others 
started their own businesses, and one mom even joined the mili-
tary. Homeschooling parents have a wide variety of choices to 
keep busy after the kids graduate.  

   Aarnoutse discovered that those who transition well have filled 
their time with meaningful work and perceive this change of sea-
son positively. As you’re helping your child prepare to launch into 
the next thing, use these action-oriented ideas to be ready for 
your next chapter.  

Consult Those Who Have Gone Before You  

   With a trusted friend, articulate why you want to re-enter the 
workplace. You can use an exercise which can help bring focus 
to your path. (ModernMom.com “11 Tips for Stay-At-Home 
Moms Who Want to Go Back to Work” may be helpful.) Is your 
motive financial? Is it to get out and engage with others? Do you 
wish to return to the career you had before homeschooling, or do 
something else? Do you prefer full time or part time? Supple-
ment these conversations with online threads where you can 
discover what other empty nesters are doing. Reading others’ 
stories will no doubt provide words of encouragement about 
what is possible, what to avoid, and how best to thrive.  

Face Time Matters, So Get Out and Network  

   Eighty percent of jobs are not listed online but are instead filled 
through word-of-mouth. Dialoguing with friends offers organic 
networking, but do also seek out formal opportunities to build 
contacts. Identify your interests and connect with other like-
minded individuals through volunteering, apprenticeships, week-
end seminars or evening lectures. These low-risk commitments 
will help you assess whether you’re looking in the right direction.  

Divine Your Direction  

   If you’re not sure about your direction, look online at job sites like In-
deed.com and SimplyHired.com. A little searching may unexpectedly 
connect a passion to a form of employment. Even if all you want to do is 
hold babies—there’s a career for that! (Visit BabyBlueandPink.com/
Doula-Training.) Consider returning to work before your child is done 
homeschooling. With a little research you’ll discover lists like the Huffing-
ton Post’s “100 Best Jobs for Moms,” which can help you identify a vari-
ety of jobs. Some jobs (such as selling arts and crafts on Etsy.com) can 
even be run out of your home. Let your interests guide you and lay a 
foundation for more robust work once your last child has graduated.  

Get Up to Speed on Your Skills  

   The premier resource for back-to-work help is iRelaunch.com, said 
Mary Dell Harrington and Lisa Heffernan, co-founders of the nationally 
acclaimed organization Grown & Flown (GrownandFlown.com) which 
boasts an energetic, 58,000+ member Facebook group. Other organiza-
tions offering online education designed to strengthen or refresh your 
skills in Excel, Photoshop, Microsoft Outlet and basic branding (for ex-
ample) include:  

* Skillshare.com: Join & have over 10,000 online classes available to you. 

*Udemy.com: Online classes covering music and language to IT.  

*Lynda.com: Available for free through some libraries, or use a free month 
trial to brush up on skills in business, design, photography and more.  

*Toastmasters International (ToastMasters.org): Your go-to organization to 
help strengthen your public speaking skills. Return to College with Finan-
cial Assistance If you plan to return to college to finish a degree or get a 
new one, don’t overlook scholarships available to midlife women.  

* ScholarshipsForWomen.net is a website devoted to helping connect 
women with financial support.  ScholarshipsAndGrants.us provides infor-
mation on a variety of options on their “Scholarships for Women Over 40” 
page.  

* WeirdScholarships.net offers a listing of scholarships available to women 
over 40.  

Refresh Your Resume  

   If you’re heading back to the work world, your resume needs to tell 
your story in a succinct, enticing way. This little document holds outsized 
importance, so invest time into framing a cohesive structure which in-
cludes your ongoing education, freelance or contract work, and volunteer 
activities such as church committees or non-profit service. The arduous 
task of homeschooling has sharpened a variety of traits valued in the 
workplace and your resume should adequately express this. Denise 
Maza writes about the transferable knowledge, skills and abilities of a 
stay-at-home-mom, citing critical thinking, problem solving, and time 
management among others. Articles such as Forbes.com’s “Stay-At-
Home Parent? How To Kill It On Your Comeback Resume” and Mon-
ster.com’s “Resume Tips for Full-Time Parents Returning to Work” will 
get you off to a good start. If you’re at an impasse, though, hire a resume 
wizard via a company such as Indeed.com to pull together a beautiful 
product.  

Prepare for Your Interview  

Once you’ve scheduled an interview, take time to school yourself on 
today’s interview protocol and on current office dress by searching Mon-
ster.com for relevant articles. Connect with your local Dress For Success 
(DressForSuccess.org) if needed. With locations in six cities across 
Texas, this non-profit organization is committed to helping women obtain 
the perfect dress attire as well as offering tips and guidance for inter-
viewing and getting back into the work world.  

   Take charge of your life after homeschooling by beginning to plan now. 
There are numerous resources available to help homeschooling moms 
connect with rewarding work and other life pursuits after closing the book 
on the last homeschooling chapter.  

 

Kathryn Streeter’s writing has appeared in publications including The Washing-
ton Post, The Week and Austin American-Statesman. Find her on Twitter: 
@streeterkathryn. This article is reprinted with permission of Texas Home 
School Coalition and the author. It originally appeared in HEQ. Visit THSC.org. 
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NDHSA Convention 
Feb. 28--March 2, 2019 
Jamestown Civic Center 

Keynote: Dr. Brian Ray 

Looking for a local  

support group for this  

coming school term? 

Check out: www.ndhsa.org 

and click on support 

groups. 

For legal assistance JOIN Home School Legal Defense Association. www.hslda.org 

Send clipped labels for BOX 

TOPS for Education:  

Laurie Morstad 

9175 80th St. NE,   

Hampden, ND  58338 
Check expiration dates. 

From board member, Bev Skaar:    
 The leaves are falling and there is talk of snow in the forecast. 
We are happy to see that our robins are still with us. They must 
sense that Indian Summer is coming and we will see a warm 
up before winter sets in. By now most of you have your school 
year off and running. There are always a few hurdles to get 
over, but be encouraged, there is a light at the end of the tun-
nel. For those of you who are soon coming to the end of your 
homeschooling journey there is a new season approaching. 
Here is an article by Kathryn Streeter  you may find helpful if 
you are looking forward to broadening your horizons. She 
gives several links to sites that will help you sharpen your skills 
in many different areas.  It's not to late or too early to start 
thinking about "Life After Homechooling". There is a new sea-
son coming and you can enjoy it as well. 

AnnieKatesHomeschoolReviews.com
ModernMom.com
Indeed.com
Indeed.com
SimplyHired.com
BabyBlueandPink.com/Doula-Training
BabyBlueandPink.com/Doula-Training
iRelaunch.com
GrownandFlown.com
Skillshare.com
Udemy.com
Lynda.com
ToastMasters.org
ScholarshipsForWomen.net
ScholarshipsAndGrants.us
WeirdScholarships.net
Forbes.com
Monster.com
Monster.com
DressForSuccess.org
THSC.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
http://www.hslda.org


Questions for Your Librarian 
Snatched from Practical Homeschooling magazine, Mary Pride, pub-
lisher, Issue 135. www.home-school.com & practicalhomeschool-
ing.com  

Do any homeschool groups meet here? 

Do you have any homeschool handouts? 

Do you sponsor any homeschool events? 

Do you have a curriculum lending library, or samples I can pre-

view? 

Do you have a Maker lab, or know where I can find one? 

Do you offer classes for children on how to use the Internet 

safely? 

Or classes on library skills? 

Can you arrange a daytime class for my group? 

Are you looking for youth or adult volunteers? 

And that perennial favorite, “I’m doing a unit study on topic X. 

What resources do you recommend?” 

 

Quotes from “A Whole New Look at                 

Socialization” by Marlene Molewyk 
Kids who are socialized primarily through school and large groups 

learn to habitually and obsessively compare themselves with oth-
ers. 

Friends--or lack thereof--should NOT be definers or indicators of 

how acceptable we are to the world, or of our value as human 
beings. Instead, our Creator and our relationship with Him should 
define who we truly are: we are God’s highly valued sons and 
daughters, each created with a unique, God-given personality and 
gifting, and each of us loved by God for who we are, not for what 
we do.  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!, I 
John 3:1.” 

I believe that we as parents need to stop viewing socialization in 

terms of, “How can I help my child fit in?” This questions yields 
superficial solutions such as putting your kids into group activities 
and training them to talk, dress, look, and act like other kids. In-
stead, the real socialization questions that parents should be ask-
ing are: “How can I help my child develop the character traits and 
communication skills that will help him to be a good, godly friend 
and eventually develop deep, godly friendships? And on a deeper 
level, how can I help my child know and be who God created him 
to be, even when facing peer pressure as a child and as an adult 
to act otherwise?” 

Preparing our children to be good friends is tough. Learning to 

know and be who God created you to be, learning to be truly com-
fortable in your own skin, learning to truly get along with others, 
and learning to consistently demonstrate godly character to the 
people god places in your life--these are just as hard for adults as 
they are for a child! But if we persevere in developing these things 
… we will prepare them to do better in marriage, friendships, par-
enthood, their vocations, and most importantly, their walks with 
God. And that’s what were all after, isn’t it? 

Editor’s note: Here is an interesting, possibly helpful, article on com-
bating homeschool burnout. She omitted the most important: time 
with God in His Word. However, the seven tips listed are practical 
and useful following the one I mentioned. 
 
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/homeschool/what-to-do-about-homeschool-burnout-
blues.html?utm_source=&utm_campaign=CW%20Home%20School%
20Encouragement%2001/17/05&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2583770 

Western Governors’ Association Announces 4th Annual  

“Celebrate the West” High School Art Competition 
Challenges high school students to create regional art works inspired by our state. Entry dead-
line: April 28, 2019. For more visit: http://westgov.org/celebrate-the-west or contact Christine 
Ogsbury at 720.939.0444. 

        TER October 2018 pg.3 

Editor’s note: I LOVE this magazine and have found hours and 
hours of good reading providing useful, interesting and        
encouraging articles. You can read it for FREE online! 

https://www.crosswalk.com/family/homeschool/what-to-do-about-homeschool-burnout-blues.html?utm_source=&utm_campaign=CW%20Home%20School%20Encouragement%2001/17/05&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2583770
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/homeschool/what-to-do-about-homeschool-burnout-blues.html?utm_source=&utm_campaign=CW%20Home%20School%20Encouragement%2001/17/05&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2583770
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/homeschool/what-to-do-about-homeschool-burnout-blues.html?utm_source=&utm_campaign=CW%20Home%20School%20Encouragement%2001/17/05&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2583770
http://westgov.org/celebrate-the-west
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J O I N  TODAY! 

The NDHSA  depends 
upon the gifts and mem-
berships of interested 
parties to maintain their 
current staff and services. 
Membership allows you 
access to member-only 
sections of 
www.ndhsa.org and dis-
counted  convention fees.  

NDHSA Board of Directors 
~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.        

  coordinator  701.880.6126   knight_publishing@hotmail.com  

~Pas. Jeff Kapelle, director & Karol Kapelle, convention  

  coordinator 701.262.4446   kapklan@gondtc.com 

~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com 

~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & 

   E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com 

~Pas. Brian, director & Bev Skaar, convention choir director 

   701.247.2875  walkalongdeut6.7@hotmail.com 

 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 

   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written  Word of God, complete in 66 books 
and our sole basis of faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore con-
demned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, except without sin, the substitu-
tionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over 
death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of salva-

tion by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 

   To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing North 

Dakota individual, family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  

1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles; 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal 

aspects of home education; 

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the 

nonprofit purposes of this corporation. 

The Eclectic Report 

Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA 
is a Christian 501(c)(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial part 
of the activities of the NDHSA is used for the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence 
legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office. 
Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal advice.  If you need legal 
advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney of 
reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any 
comments or opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff 
members. Bylined articles ditto! Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to 

homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  

   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for 
more than 28 years. She has served on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a newsletter for her 
church gals, and volunteers with Caring Hearts Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She and 
her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA Homeschool Pioneer Award. Contact her:  billbiby@msn.com 

She is blessed beyond measure and once had a very long bucket list. She now prefers buckets of June berries. 

NDHSA  P.O. Box 1066  Devils Lake, N.D. 58301  701.662.6347    

www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association   Visit us at: 

www.ndhsa.org  Instagram link:  https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/ 

 

North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees 

2014   Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen,                       

 Gerald & Sheryl Lund 

2015   Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington 

2016   Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & Peggy Patzer 

2017   Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel 

2018   Linus & Anna Evinger 

Prayer Reminders: 
ASK God to continue to give wisdom in all governance 

affairs of the NDHSA to our board of directors: Ken & 
Llora Knight, Jeff & Theresa Deckert, Pas. Jeff & 
Karol Kapelle, Sue Huntington, and Pas. Brian & 

Bev Skaar.  

PRAY for Christians worldwide. Ask God to strengthen 
them to the end. 

SUPPORT your local support group in prayer and volunteer 
to help. 

INTERCEDE for those wavering in faithfulness and duty.  

PRAISE God for Home School Legal Defense Association 

and for our attorney, Daniel Beasley. 

REMEMBER to pray for North Dakota political races...that 
God’s will be done. 

PRAISE the LORD for the nurture and love of church fami-
lies and the blessing of belonging. 

PRAY for your Pastor and his family. Pray for him, his wife, 
and children regularly and encourage them. ASK God 
to protect them from evil. 

PRAISE GOD for homeschooling dads who participate in 
this adventure, 

REMEMBER this: PRAY for those in prison. It is a hard life 
for Christians.   

PRAY wisdom as you homeschool. ASK God to help you 
see what is necessary. 

PRAISE God that we live where we have the freedom to 
homeschool. Pray for those in countries where no such 
freedom exists. 

ASK God for wisdom, endurance, power for holy living, 
strength for each new day, and determination to do 
what is right. 

 

 

From Home School Legal Defense Association:  

CAREER GUIDANCE FOR TEENS 
www.hslda.org 

 

Is Your High School Student Interested in Trade School or an Apprenticeship?  

Guiding Your Teen to Explore Career Opportunities  

Job Shadowing: Opportunities to Ignite Future Careers  

HOMESCHOOL DAY 

at THE CAPITOL 
 

March 25, 2019 
 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Great field trip! 

 

 

Do you love schedules or loathe them? Either way, there is one helpful item 
that we have found our students need. Click the button below to find out more! 

Read the article  
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http://www.hslda.org
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001xEHZumA3CmUnanDC1bVHZ1i9UFm4PSGwl0Kum_BODIDS7fPT4QMEvcZoWze8Rog9k1UkXtbA_bpyty-kA1zTQexzEbGgaINGGCTo9QERpwCPeqxKzNiwkeHZjLbKWPvYgQW7j9XXmq4b-X7ktsq4Sf6ULURjlklOUYIO

