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Editor’s Musings:
Greetings,
I remember all the planning, organizing, and administering of a statewide convention. I remember
the upsets, the cancellations, the confusion on this
and that. I remember the excitement and anticipation when the event is fully planned and implemented. BUT I DO NOT MISS THAT PART OF MY
FORMER JOB! Though I loved everyone of those
conventions and (just about) everything that went
with it, I know I no longer have the wherewithal to
complete the work necessary.
All this is to say: we should be very grateful for
the work Karol Kapelle and Theresa Deckert do to
continue to organize such an outstanding statewide
homeschool convention.
Dr. Brian Ray, our keynote this year, said lots of
things I already knew, but the reminder was
needed. There were 48 workshops (not counting
the vendor sessions)! 48! One could hardly choose
which to attend.
True, I hit the used book sale, like I needed more
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books. I found a hard cover original edition of a Pearl S. Buck book set in India.
India! I’ve been to India; I thought Buck
only wrote about China.
The vendor hall is always a lure to me.
Ooooh, did I get some good take-aways. Dropped a few shekels at the Lamplighter
booth, as usual. Spent a few rupees at the Glendive
fossil shop. Requisitioned a few free pens and even
got a free flashlight!
But it was the visiting that was the real highlight
for me. Still smiling, still ruminating, still grateful for
those who have become a part of my life because
of homeschooling.
Such blessed friendships, such camaraderie,
such thoughtful conversations, such encouragement for the journey as we trudge toward the high
places where we will finally receive our hind’s feet,
the Chief Shepherd at our side.
Praise the Lord Most High!

billbiby@msn.com
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Wow, what a weekend! That sums up my thoughts of the NDHSA Convention! It was so wonderful to see so many
of you. My heart is full with the friendships I have made over the years because of homeschooling and convention attendance.
The other wow was behind the scenes – I am not sure many of you even knew all that was happening. Here is a quick summary:
board member family – 1 child broken leg 1 week before
morning before convention -children’s track presenter cancels
arriving at convention center and mix-up on some set-up
prior to convention 4 vehicles break down for board members
during convention 1 board member has an uncle suddenly pass away
1 board member’s dad ends up in the ER and then hospital
1 board member has hives all weekend
1 vendor detained at the border and not allowed to enter the states
1 vendor forgets half of his inventory and board member drives to Fargo to retrieve
1 speaker’s flight canceled and she drives all night to get there
when we arrive to set-up, no table cloths for venders; scramble to find some
mix-up on cookies for the two meals
mix-up on room to have board meeting
day two children’s program speaker gets violently ill and has to leave

Fill out your
convention
evaluation.
Yes, you! Please.

Those are the things I know about! I bet most of you did not even know this was going on! God intervenes, people are touched, hearts are
encouraged – Amen!
I wanted to remind you of a couple of post-convention tasks. First of all – remember to fill out your convention evaluation. This gives
us valuable input as we continually improve our convention and requested offerings. Our mission is to serve the homeschoolers of North
Dakota and our annual convention is a key component of that mission. Simply fill out the form and pop it in the mail to NDHSA, PO Box
1066, Devils Lake, ND 58301.
Secondly – if you signed up for NDHSA membership when you registered, either beforehand or at the door, you can go to our website at
www.ndhsa.org and sign up for web membership. Under the ‘Membership’ tab, click on the ‘Request Membership’ button. Fill out the form
and create a password. When it asks for payment, check the “I am a current member” box and once I receive the notice, I will approve you.
Occasionally I create reference lists to help me as I field homeschooling questions. I try to post these under the member’s portion of the
website. The member’s portion also offers a free down-load of the Annotated Homeschool Law and North Dakota Guide to Home School
High School, both produced by Gail Biby.
I hope the convention was helpful, encouraging and a blessing to your family! I better go – I need to scratch my hives!
(c) 2019 North Dakota Home School Association The North Dakota Home School Association has been assisting parent educators since 1985.
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HOMESCHOOL DAY at THE CAPITOL
March 25, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

From Ken Knight, NDHSA Board President
Benjamin Franklin said, “We must, indeed, all hang
together or, most assuredly, we shall all hang
separately.”

Great field trip!

Come join us for a day of fun and instruction. Plan ahead, ask
your legislators if your child(ren) may sit with them during the
afternoon session (one child per legislator); take a trip over to
the Heritage Center; visit with other homeschoolers; maybe meet
the Governor; enjoy refreshments; tour the Capitol!

Hope to see you there.

I’m not indicating that we are in danger of being strung up or dying as martyrs, but the fundamental principle this
Founding Father was elucidating is pertinent to us today. I say this because with online shopping for curricula,
Facebook conversations, help how-to websites, You-Tube videos and many other conveniences, there seems to be a
tendency for many of us homeschoolers to depend less and less upon each other. Support groups are thinning out, convention attendance is starting to slip, NDHSA memberships have fallen, and faithful dedicated advocates for
homeschooling are getting harder and harder to find. This is due to the influx of secular and non-Christian
homeschoolers who are choosing to homeschool to avoid problems like bullying, Common Core and over-crowded
classrooms, instead of an opposition of the fundamental principles of public education. Additionally, the percentage of
those homeschooling based on Christian convictions is diminishing. This last point is significant because the foundation of homeschool freedom was laid upon the sacrifices of brothers and sisters in Christ who believed in their Godgiven mandate to educate their children.
Recognizing the problem is the beginning of the solution. So what do we do about it? Continue to fight or the hardfought victories and precious homeschool freedoms will be slowly stripped away and our children and grandchildren
may be denied many of the essential homeschool liberties that we now enjoy. Additionally, without renewed fervor,
the momentum we have gained in casting off the yoke of educational oppression will be severely diminished.
First, we need to get on our face before God and ask Him to direct, empower and encourage each and every one of us.
By direct, I mean that we would know the will of God in this homeschool effort. God’s will is clear in our responsibility to homeschool, but the part we have in promotion of homeschool legislation must be clearly defined. God wants
some to run for state offices, some to lobby for bills, some to testify before committees, some to labor in prayer, all to
join NDHSA. By empower, I mean this is a spiritual work and the power of the flesh is to be shunned that the power
of God may reign supreme. By encourage, I mean that all the good intentions will not accomplish anything unless we
have the courage to step into the path God lays before us.
Second, we need to cast our vision beyond the borders of our property lines and realize afresh that we are community,
a movement, a mighty army and we’re only as strong as the commitment of all families who value their children’s
education and divinely ordained responsibility to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Third, we must communicate the message. We all talk to people.
Whether face to face, on the phone, through writing or on social
media. But it is important that the desire to promote homeschooling
be heard from many of our voices. I know. Some of you think that
your NDHSA membership pays us to be your voice in these matters, but that concept is seriously flawed. We will speak out without
your membership but our message can only have meaning and effect when harmonized with the resounding cry of all of you, our
fellow warriors for truth. Satan wants us to be selfish, apathetic and
unthankful. Let us not fall prey to his wiles and become castaways.
Look into the faces of your children and see what is at stake.

www.ndhsa.org
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You can get copies of all the workshops
and keynotes from the 2019 NDHSA
Convention by contacting:

April 30th is the deadline for the
Western Governors’ Association “Celebrate the West”
High School Art Competition.
Here is a link to the competition
website with the information, entry form, and photos of
previous winners:
http://westgov.org/celebrate-the-west
For more information contact:
Christine Ogsbury
Western Governors’ Association
720-939-0444

www.Alliancerecording.com
The NDHSA receives a share of
the profits.

Go here for everything about Legislative Session:
https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/regular

HOMESCHOOL DAY at THE CAPITOL

March 25, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Great field trip!

Send clipped labels for BOX TOPS for
Education:
Laurie Morstad
9175 80th St. NE,
Hampden, ND 58338
Check expiration dates.

On the wall in a public school.

For legal assistance
JOIN
Home School Legal
Defense Association.
www.hslda.org

Hey, they got THAT right!
Find a support group
near you at:
www.ndhsa.org
click on support
groups.
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Research shows:
There is no correlation between the degree of state regulation or control of
homeschooling and homeschool students’ achievement. Many have argued that the government needs to regulate this form of private education
to make sure children learn. No research evidence supports this claim.

BIND US TOGETHER
By Amy Carmichael, missionary to India

Yea, we adore, O Father, we adore Thee;
Hast Thou not guided, O Thou gentle Guide?
Make pure our praises as we wait before Thee,
Whose love embraces us on every side.

As with other forms of private education, home education receives no
government money and reduces the burden on taxpayers. If there were
2 million homeschool students in the U.S. in 2009 and the direct per-pupil
expenditure was $10,200, then the homeschool community saved American taxpayers $20.4 billion by educating their own children and absorbing
their own educational costs.

Gifts hast Thou given of sister and of brother;
O royal Giver, blessed be Thy choice.
Thee, Thee, O Master, see we in each other,
Hear in each tone Thy well-beloved voice.
Therefore we come with worship and with wonder;
Surely the Lord is in this quiet place.
Bind us with cords that life nor death can sunder;
Draw us together as we seek Thy face.

Research finds that homeschool students and their parents are very
engaged in their communities, including activities such as sports teams,
co-operative classes, church activities, and community service. Further,
homeschool children typically interact with a broader range of ages than
do most institutional school children.
(Snatched with glee from Dr. Brian Ray’s Home Education Reason and Research.)

Write Thou the lines of our unfinished story;
Make us, Thy ministers, a flaming fire;
Let flesh be nought – to Thee alone be glory;
Grant unto us to meet Thy heart’s desire.

HOMESCHOOL DAY at THE CAPITOL
March 25, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

(From Feb.2019, Dust of Gold)

Great field trip!

NDHSA Board of Directors
~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.
coordinator 701.880.6126 knight_publishing@hotmail.com
~Pas. Jeff Kapelle, director & Karol Kapelle, convention
coordinator 701.262.4446 kapklan@gondtc.com
~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858 sooznh@gmail.com
~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator &
E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790 jntdeck@gondtc.com
~Pas. Brian, director & Bev Skaar, convention choir director
701.247.2875 walkalongdeut6.7@hotmail.com
NDHSA Statement of Faith
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the
fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of
salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do.
Mission statement
To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing North Dakota individual,
family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education.
NDHSA Statement of purpose
1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles;
2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home
education;
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of
this corporation.
The Eclectic Report
Gail M. Biby, editor
The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA is a Christian 501(c)
(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for
the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in
opposition to any candidate for public office. Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal
advice. If you need legal advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney
of reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any comments or
opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff members. Bylined articles ditto!
Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send
them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.
Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for more than 28 years.
She has served on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a newsletter for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring
Hearts Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA
Homeschool Pioneer Award. Contact her: billbiby@msn.com She is blessed beyond measure and once had a very long bucket list.
She now prefers buckets of June berries.

NDHSA P.O. Box 1066 Devils Lake, N.D. 58301 701.662.6347
www.ndhsa.org

office@ndhsa.org

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association Visit us at:
www.ndhsa.org Instagram link: https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/
North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees
2014 Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen,
Gerald & Sheryl Lund
2015 Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington
2016 Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & Peggy Patzer
2017 Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel
2018 Linus & Anna Evinger
2019 Dr. Brian Ray, the Sack-headed Anonymous HSer

PRAISE God for the wonderful weekend at the recent
convention. Ask our Lord to remind us of the many,
many instructional, directional, and supportive ideas
we heard; help us not to forget!
PRAY for those in spiritual need. Some are in your
support group; some are in your church fellowship;
they are at your grocery store; meet them at the clinic
when your wee one is ill; find them at STOP lights and
YIELD signs; see them in the homeless men; know
they are in your closest friends and family. It’s you, too.
ASK GOD to make you holy - and obedient - and kind
- and generous. And wise. And discerning.
REMEMBER the forsaken, those still outside the fold,
many who are lonely and afraid, the disillusioned and
disheartened, friends who have lost loved ones this
past year, and those who are discouraged. Do more
than pray...help if you are able.
PRAISE GOD for four seasons. It means winter will
eventually end.
INTERCEDE for your spouse, your pastor and family,
our state legislators, our national leaders, and loved
ones yet unsaved.
PRAY for those in prison. Especially for Christians.
ASK GOD to fill us with the knowledge of His will; to
help us grow in grace; to love His Word and to obey it.
PRAY REGULARLY for the NDHSA board of directors
as they continue to provide vision and wisdom.
PRAISE the Lord for new board members: Bob and
Melanie Joerger.
PRAISE GOD for Home School Legal Defense Association; for Daniel Beasley, HSLDA rep for ND; for their
continued careful monitoring of federal legislation; for
their continued work to expand freedom for
homeschoolers.
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