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Editor’s Musings: 
 

Greetings, 

   Praise the Lord Most High! Spring always follows 
winter.  And the birds have arrived: robins, starlings, 
and juncos have been sitting on my deck. I can 
hear the myriads of geese heading north and the 
sparrows are cleaning up seeds from the winter 
feedings. The nuthatches are climbing down trees 
head first and  occasionally one hears the raucous 
cry of a blue jay.  

   We are about a block from the Red River, which 
is at flood stage. It keeps moving north, headed for 
Hudson Bay. Some over land flooding in parts of 
the Red River Valley with washed-out roads, 
blocked culverts, and fields that look like lakes. 

   Even so, we are just weeks away from warm 
weather, garden planting, and quiet afternoons in 
the shade. 

   The seasons come and go no matter what situa-
tion we find ourselves in. That steadiness is a com-

fort to me. God’s oversight of the world, 
the universe, and our lives brings a calm 
assurance of His care. The Psalmist 
said, “The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in stead-
fast love. The Lord is good to all and His 
mercy is over all that He has made.”  

  I welcome that mercy, that steadfast love. I am 
thankful for His grace. The fact that He sent His 
Son to die on our behalf is more than amazing: it is 
incomprehensible.  

   As Resurrection Weekend rolls around I am re-
minded of the price that was paid for the sake of my 
glorious eternal destiny with Christ. I marvel at His 
plan and am humbled that He even had a part for 
me to play “since before the foundation of the 
world.” 

   Amazing GRACE! 

   He is risen. He is risen, indeed! 

 

Grace and peace,   

Gail M. Biby 
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   I wish I had a way I could open up my head and let you all have a look inside so all could see 

how the Lord guided, directed and opened doors as the NDHSA pursued legislation to address 

the 2007 attorney general’s opinion dealing with parental qualifications and homeschooling. It truly was nothing short of mi-

raculous! 

   The first thoughts of this bill began in a meeting in March 2017 with Governor Doug Burgum. He asked me what I considered 

to be the most needed change in the homeschool law and I told him about this opinion. The next day I received a call from the 

Governor Burgum’s office stating the NDHSA should let the governor’s office know if there was anything they could do for 

ND homeschoolers. 

   Then in June 2017, a public school teacher contacted a legislator asking about getting the law changed so that he could tutor 

homeschooled students. This led to a number of emails back and forth with that teacher. 

   In September of 2017, three NDHSA board members met with Daniel Beasley from Home School Legal Defense Association 

(HSLDA) in Colorado Springs. We asked if we should seek a new opinion based on the above mentioned incidents. In March 

the board decided to move forward in contacting the governor’s office. The Governor’s Policy Advisor arranged a meeting be-

tween the NDHSA and the attorney general’s office. That office determined that it would be best to address this legislatively. 

   The NDHSA contacted our HSLDA Attorney, Daniel Beasley, who wrote the language for four different options. He also 

suggested we add “legal guardian” to the bill. The board voted on language during their September retreat. I contacted Rep. 

Daniel Johnston about sponsoring the bill and sent him the language we were proposing: “for the purpose of this chapter super-

vise means selection of materials, determination of educational philosophy and oversight of the method and manner of instruc-

tion.” This was the pre-filed language with the addition of legal guardian. 

   The bill was shown to ND Department of Public Instruction (DPI) as requested by the attorney general’s office. They sug-

gested the addition of the word “delivery” to make it clearer. Our attorney agreed. 

   Once the final filing was done with the word added, the bill literally flew through committees in both houses and the entire 

bodies with unanimous support. (1/24/19 House vote: Y 90 N 0  3/8/19 Senate vote: Y 42 N 0  3/19/19 Signed by Gov. Burgum) 

   I admit as I listened online, waiting for the debate, I was stunned and in tears as I saw the vote! 

   God directed every step of this bill up to the timing and opening of each door. I was witness to His mighty work and am in 

awe of the great things He has done! 
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From Bob and Melanie Joerger, NDHSA Board of Directors 

 

  Hello, fellow ND homeschoolers! We are Bob and Melanie Joerger and we have six 
children, Emily (19), Isaac (17), Kaitlyn (16), Brianna (14), Adam (11), and Erik (9). 
Our home is north of Mayville on a small farmstead where we have horses and chick-
ens. We have lived in this area since 1996.  

   Our daughter Emily is a sophomore at UND, double majoring in Music and Business. 
Our second child Isaac, now a senior, is planning to attend NDSCS in Wahpeton for Electrical Technology. 
Melanie obtained her B.S. in Elementary Education with a Music Concentration from UND and Bob re-
ceived his B.S. in Agricultural Education from NDSU.  

   Melanie is a stay-at-home mother who along with managing a household, teaches the children academic 
subject areas, acts as a high school advisor, teaches piano lessons to 20 children on a weekly basis, in-
structs the third grade astronomy class at Precepts Enrichment Classes in Grand Forks, leads 4th -5th 
grade Sunday school students and helps with activities in our local 4-H club.  

   Bob is an Agriculturalist with American Crystal Sugar Co-op in East Grand Forks, MN and manages a 
home business that sells farmers fertilizer and crop protection products. He also directs animal husbandry, 
equipment maintenance and construction projects on our hobby farm. Melanie is originally from Lake Bron-
son, MN (NW MN) where she was raised on a certified potato and small grains farm and Bob is from Vin-
ing, MN (west central MN) where he grew up on a dairy, livestock & grain farm.  

   Our personal experiences with homeschool families that we knew and the benefits we saw in their fami-
lies prompted us to officially begin homeschooling in 2006. Having both been educated in public K-12 
schools, we believed educating our children through home education would positively build their 
Christian character, academic knowledge, practical living skills, and social interactions while living 
and learning together in God’s grace. We can tailor our children’s educations to each child’s interests, 
learning styles and personal cognitive development. We see our children as an immeasurable blessing 
and find great joy in being their parents.  

   We believe that it’s important to have a Christ-centered foundation and focus in true education at any 
level. Building from this basic educational foundation our children have learned love for one another, to 
treat others with kindness, the importance of building their faith, character, work ethic and man’s primary 
purpose which is to glorify God in all that we do and say. Together we learn each day to also extend love, 
forgiveness, and grace to ourselves, family members and community members when one fails to bring 
glory to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

   Our homeschool mission verse is Colossians 1:15-20. We have added subjects in parenthesis which 
are academic areas to which the verse supplies direction for our Christ-centered educational mission.  

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, 
(SCIENCE) in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities (HISTORY) – All things were created through him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. (MATHEMATICS) And he is the head of the body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, (THEOLOGY) and through him to reconcile 
to himself all things, (LANGUAGE ARTS) whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of His cross. Colossians 1:15-20  

   We are excited and honored to be a part of the NDHSA leadership team. We want to help out where we 
can and work to further the efforts of so many talented and devoted board members past and present, who 
have tirelessly served the North Dakota homeschooling community.  
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Editor’s note: Here is an opportunity to learn a bit about our newest North Dakota Home School Association board members. We can already tell that they are 
going to be a wise, hard working, home school-experienced addition to the board of directors. Send them a welcome at: bobjoerger79@gmail.com  
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For legal assistance  

JOIN  

Home School Legal      
Defense Association. 

www.hslda.org 

Go here for everything about Legislative Session: 

https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/regular 

 You can get copies of all the workshops and keynotes 
from the 2019 NDHSA  Convention by contacting: 
www.Alliancerecording.com  

The NDHSA receives a share of the profits. 

Send clipped labels for BOX TOPS for 

Education:  

Laurie Morstad 

9175 80th St. NE,   

Hampden, ND  58338 
Check expiration dates. 

Want to learn more about Education Savings Accounts (which aren’t savings accounts at 
all!) read Civic Virtue of Private Home Education by Jim Mason, HSLDA Vice-President of 
Litigation? 

Click on this link: https://read.nxtbook.com/hslda/the_home_school_court_report/
fourth_quarter_2018_vol34_no4/the_civic_virtue_of_private_h.html 

Sleep & Physical Activity...or Screens? 
From Practical Homeschooling, Spring 2019   home-school.com   www.PracticalHomeschooling.com 

 

Two of the most prestigious medical journals--one in the USA and one in the UK--have just published impor-
tant research that should concern all parents. 

First, a new study in the journal JAMA Pediatrics, published online on January 28 of this year, found a direct 
correlation between the amount of screen time thousands of children experienced at ages 2 and 3 and subse-
quent poor performance on developmental milestones at age 3 and 5, respectively. The study’s authors were 
careful to note that it’s  not clear whether the additional screen time caused the developmental delays, or 
whether parents of children with existing developmental issues were turning to screen time in a desperate bid 

to limit their children’s unruly or distractible behavior. (Unfortunately, research has shown that this is a losing strategy in the long term -- see 
our “Screen Time” article in PHS #131.) 

Meanwhile a November 2018 study published in The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health found that only 5% of U.S. children ages 8-11 meet 
recommended daily guidelines for sleep, exercise, and screen time. Those guidelines aren’t particularly strict:  60 minutes of physical activity 
per day (my friends and I used to spend the entire afternoon outside!), 9-11 hours of sleep per night, and 2 hours or less of recreational 
screen time per day (homework use didn’t count). Fifty-one percent met the sleep requirements, 37% met screen-time requirements, and only 
18% (!) met the physical activity requirements. 

These are connected. More time doing physical things means less time on screens. On the negative side, more time on screens tends to 
mean staying up late to play or watch. Parents take note! 

  Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to 

see the tomb. 

   And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 

back the stone from the door, and sat on it. 

   His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 

   And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 

   But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was       

crucified. 

   He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

   And go quickly and tell His disciples that he is risen from the dead…”               Matthew 28:1-7 

He is not here! He is RISEN! 

He is risen; He is risen INDEED! 

Find a support group 
near you at: 

www.ndhsa.org  

click on support 
groups. 

http://www.hslda.org
https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/regular
http://www.Alliancerecording.com
https://read.nxtbook.com/hslda/the_home_school_court_report/fourth_quarter_2018_vol34_no4/the_civic_virtue_of_private_h.html
https://read.nxtbook.com/hslda/the_home_school_court_report/fourth_quarter_2018_vol34_no4/the_civic_virtue_of_private_h.html
home-school.com
http://www.PracticalHomeschooling.com
http://www.ndhsa.org


 

PRAISE God for his bounteous grace and mercy. 

PRAY for those in spiritual need. Some are in your 
support group; some are in your church fellowship; 
they are at your grocery store; meet them at the clinic 
when your wee one is ill; find them at STOP lights and 
YIELD signs; see them in the homeless men; know 
they are in your closest friends and family. It’s you, too. 

ASK GOD to help homeschoolers finish the year well 
and to view with gratitude all that has been accom-
plished during this school term. 

REMEMBER the forsaken, those still outside the fold, 
many who are lonely and afraid, the disillusioned and 
disheartened, friends who have lost loved ones this 
past year, and those who are discouraged. Do more 
than pray...help if you are able. 

INTERCEDE for your spouse, your pastor and family, 
our state legislators, our national leaders, and loved 
ones yet unsaved. 

PRAY for those in prison. Especially for Christians. 

ASK GOD to strengthen our resolve in all manner of 
godly living. 

PRAY REGULARLY for the NDHSA board of directors 
as they continue to provide vision and wisdom. 
PRAISE the Lord for new board members: Bob and 

Melanie Joerger. 

PRAISE GOD for Home School Legal Defense Asso-
ciation; for Daniel Beasley, HSLDA rep for ND; for their 
continued careful monitoring of federal legislation; for 
their continued work to expand freedom for 
homeschoolers. 

REMEMBER the suffering Church around the world. 
Often. Nigeria, Egypt, Kenya, Cameroon. 

Pray without ceasing. 

NDHSA Board of Directors 
~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.        

  coordinator  701.880.6126   knight_publishing@hotmail.com  

~Pas. Jeff Kapelle, director & Karol Kapelle, convention  

  coordinator 701.262.4446   kapklan@gondtc.com 

~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com 

~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & 

   E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com 

~Pas. Brian, director & Bev Skaar, convention choir director 

   701.247.2875  walkalongdeut6.7@hotmail.com 

~Bob and Melanie Joerger, directors 

    701.543.3344  bobjoerger79@gmail.com 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 

   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written  Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the 
fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and 
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demon-
strating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of 
salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 

   To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing North Dakota individual, 
family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  

1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles; 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home 
education; 

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of 
this corporation. 

The Eclectic Report 

Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA is a Christian 501(c)
(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for 
the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office. Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal 
advice.  If you need legal advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney 
of reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any comments or 
opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff members. Bylined articles ditto! 
Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send 
them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  

   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for more than 28 years. 
She has served on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a newsletter for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring 
Hearts Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA 
Homeschool Pioneer Award. Contact her:  billbiby@msn.com She is blessed beyond measure and once had a very long bucket list. 
She now prefers buckets of June berries. 

NDHSA  P.O. Box 1066  Devils Lake, N.D. 58301  701.662.6347    

www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association   Visit us at: 

www.ndhsa.org  Instagram link:  https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/ 
North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees 

2014   Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen,                       

 Gerald & Sheryl Lund 

2015   Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington 

2016   Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & Peggy Patzer 

2017   Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel 

2018   Linus & Anna Evinger 

2019   Dr. Brian Ray, the Sack-Headed Anonymous HSer 

Ask Unselfish Things 

Stop praying so much for yourself; begin to ask unsel-
fish things, and see if God won’t give you faith. See 
how much easier it will be to believe for another than 
for your own petty self.  

Try the effect of praying for the world, for definite 
things, for difficult things, for glorious things, for things 
that will honor Christ and save mankind, and after you 
have received a few wonderful answers to prayer in this 
direction, see if you won’t feel stronger to touch your 
own little burden with a Divine faith, and then go back 
again to the high place of unselfish prayer for others. 

Have you ever learned the beautiful art of letting God 
take care of you, and giving all your thought and 
strength to pray for others and for the kingdom of God? 
It will relieve you of a thousand cares. It will lift you up 
into a noble and lofty sphere, and teach you to live and 
love like God. 

Lord, save us from our selfish prayers and give us the 
faith that worketh by love, and the heart of Christ for a 
perishing world. 

A.B. Simpson, 1897 
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Vaccines 
From the editor: I have my own ideas about the whole vaccination brou-
haha, but my underlying belief is that parents should have as much in-
formation as possible so that they can decide for their families what is 
the best course of action. It doesn’t matter what I think; what matters is 
that you, as a parent, take the time to figure out what is safest and san-
est for your wee ones. Government mandates should be avoided; the 
government makes an extremely poor doctor! 

Here is a small list of resources to assist in your education: 

The Moth in the Iron Lung by Forrest Maready - What an interesting 
read concerning the poliomyelitis vaccine.  

What Your Doctor May Not Tell you About Children’s Vaccinations 
by Stephanie Cave, M.D. - This is one of the best overviews with sug-
gestions on how to safely vaccinate to a level deemed suitable by the 
parents. 

The Immunization Decision - A Guide for Parents by Randall Neus-
taidter - An older offering, but filled with some good advice. 

Miller’s Review of Critical Vaccine Studies by Neil Z. Miller, PhD. - 
Briefly reviews more than 400 scientific papers on completed studies.  
Source of studies listed so you can read them for yourselves. 
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