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Editor’s Musings: 
 

Greetings, 

 

It’s already August and many are planning for the upcom-
ing school year. Be sure to check out our website: 
www.ndhsa.org for lots of helpful information, a copy of 
the statement of intent, the law etc. 
 

Summer is always a time for concentrated reading for me. 
I still read close to 65 books a year, some are always 
rereads.  
 

This month To Kill a Mockingbird was on my pile to re-
read. I had forgotten what an insightful, sometimes humor-
ous, author Harper Lee was and I have quietly laughed, 
even wept my way through this masterpiece. Doing what 
is right, even when the culture says not to bother, has 
numerous rewards. Not all obvious. Atticus Finch knew to 
do right, ignored the naysayers, stood for the underrepre-
sented and the downtrodden, and persevered even when 
knowing the case was likely hopeless. A character really 
worth admiring. 
 

Scout is the blunt and winsome character who asks the 

questions we should all ask. 
 

My favorite humorous part  is when Scout 
heads off to first grade and is told by her 
teacher, with a head full of new ideas, that 
Scout can’t read yet, even though she can, 
because her father who taught her doesn’t know how to 
teach. And she can’t write either because we print in the 
first grade. Taught to write by their black housekeeper. 
Chuckled. 
 

No doubt, Scout is the sweetly singing mockingbird as is 
the alleged rapist, who only wanted to help someone who 
didn’t seem to get much help. Lee doesn’t color coat the 
results of the trial. It is life changing for all. 
 

I loved the gentle but firm approach to life’s complications 
by a very complicated man, Atticus Finch. I chuckled at 
the subtle humor and was moved by the empathy for Bo 
Radley, the final mock-
ingbird. What a great 
book! 

 

Grace and peace,   

Gail M. Biby 
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Are you all ready for an exciting new school year?! I 

hope so. Summer goes so quickly. I hope you had a chance for some vacation time and enjoyment of God’s beautiful 

creation! We visited the Black Hills and Yellowstone Park this summer. This photographer had a hay day! 

I also want to remind you of something I mentioned in our last newsletter back in June concerning Generation 

Joshua. We have had a number of folks contact us wanting us to bring Generation Joshua back to the convention. 

We would love to do that, but the expense is prohibitive. So the board is raising a challenge to support groups or any 

homeschool family that would like to do a fund raiser to bring Gen J back to the convention. We have them slated 

for our March convention so now is the time to do that fundraiser. 

Maybe your support group could do a fundraiser at the local Pizza Ranch (or Taco Johns, Applebees; maybe a car 

wash) and send the proceeds on to the NDHSA earmarked for Gen J. What about a group rummage sale or serving 

concessions at a local event? Homeschoolers are generally creative people so I am looking forward to seeing what 

you do! 

Our goal is to have support groups or individual families help us reach the goal of $3000 in order to bring them 

back. We will still have to charge for the program, but shouldn’t go in the hole if we can raise this much up front. So 

let’s see how creative our families can be to bring Gen J back to the NDHSA convention! 

One last thing – make sure you turn in your Statement of Intent to you local school district at least 14 days before 

you begin homeschooling. Find a copy of the intent form at https://www.homeschool-life.com/nd/ndhsa/documents/

soi/SOI%20revised%20May%202017b.pdf 

March 5-7, 2020 

NDHSA  

Convention   

Jamestown, ND 

mailto:office@ndhsa.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
mailto:office@ndhsa.org
https://www.homeschool-life.com/nd/ndhsa/documents/soi/SOI%20revised%20May%202017b.pdf
https://www.homeschool-life.com/nd/ndhsa/documents/soi/SOI%20revised%20May%202017b.pdf


 

 

 

 

The Weight of Mixed Emotions  

and  Back-to-School Endeavors 
From Ken Knight, NDHSA board of directors 

 

August is synonymous with back-to-school and, at least at my house, three tons of mixed emo-

tions. We normally measure our emotions in pounds but when we get back to school in earnest, 

tons are a more appropriate unit of measure. I specify three tons because students (children), 

teachers (Mom) and administrators (Dad) generate one ton each. If I’m not mistaken, most of you 

will also be weighing your mixed emotions in tons as well. 

The students mourn the loss of the care-free days of summer, and yet can’t wait to see what wonderful things the new 

schoolbooks will hold in store. They dread the countless pages of writing assignments and seemingly endless hours of 

math problems, however, thrill to the realization that they are officially one grade closer to graduation. They grieve 

that they once again will be in bondage to a desk for many long hours, but with great expectations believe that with 

God’s grace and their parent’s sacrificial efforts, they are becoming the marvelous people the LORD wants them to 

be. (The optimist in me wrote that last one.) 

The teachers wonder where the time has gone and why more wasn’t accomplished during the break, however, antici-

pate the joy of spending lots of time with the very special people God has given to them. They do not look forward to 

being spread even thinner than they are now, but can’t wait to see the joyous expression on their child’s face when a 

light of understanding suddenly comes on. They dread the chore of having to provide motivation to little sinners who 

want to take short cuts, do the bare minimum and quit early, and yet with gleeful expectation of having a more inti-

mate understanding of the workings of their child’s mind. 

The school administrators brood over the inevitably tighter budget, but can’t wait to see the spiritual uplift in the fam-

ily when godliness is emphasized in the educational endeavors of their home. They dread the increased chaos of a 

household where the higher priority of education trumps the necessity of orderliness, and yet with a quiet pride look 

forward to day after day of progress and achievement. They know that they will have less time having the teacher to 

themselves, however, they know without a doubt that the blessing of God 

will be poured out upon their family because of their obedience to His plan 

and Word. 

So, as you face August realize that mixed emotions are not the bane of 

back-to-school. They are the reality of homeschool life and our success or 

failure falls upon whether we focus on the positive ones or the negative 

ones. Choose well. 
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Find complete pdf copy of homeschool laws here:  

https://www.homeschool-life.com/nd/ndhsa/Home%20school%20Law%202019.pdf 

Find statement of intent, support group listings, lots of resources, and more here: 

www.ndhsa.org 

https://www.homeschool-life.com/nd/ndhsa/Home%20school%20Law%202019.pdf
http://www.ndhsa.org
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Send clipped labels for BOX TOPS for 

Education:  

Laurie Morstad 

9175 80th St. NE,   

Hampden, ND  58338 
Check expiration dates. 

An old (1901) book in my library, The Perfect Woman, has this 
sweet poem. 

Come stand by my knee, little children 

Too weary for laughter or song; 

The sports of the daylight are over; 

The evening is creeping along. 

The snow-fields are white in the moonlight, 

The winds of the winter are chill; 

But under the sheltering roof-tree 

The fire shineth ruddy and still. 

 

Now come to your rest, little children, 

And over your innocent sleep, 

Unseen by your vision, the angels 

Their watch through the darkness shall keep; 

Then pray that the Shepherd who guideth 

The lambs that He loveth so well, 

May lead you, in life’s rosy morning, 

Beside the still waters to dwell. 

A Quick Review of the Law 

North Dakota has an easy to understand and easy to implement law. Here’s a synopsis. 

To homeschool you must have a high school diploma or G.E.D. But even if you have neither, you can still home school but 
will need to be monitored for at least two years. If you must be monitored you may request one from your school district or 
hire your own ND state-certified teacher. 

A statement of intent must be filed with your school district on each child between 7 and 16 annually. It is to be accompanied 
by the child’s proof of identity and immunization record (unless already on file.) 

Standardized testing is required in grades 4, 6, 8 and 10 unless you choose to opt out of testing. If so, fill in the opt-out por-
tion on your statement of intent when you file it this month. This is the time to opt out; you may not do so later in the year. 

You may opt out of all or some immunizations based on a physician’s statement or based on your own philosophical, moral 
or religious beliefs. 

You are required by law to provide instruction for 4 hours per day for 175 days, which hours and which days are up to the 
parent educator. 

You must maintain an annual record of courses taken and any progress assessments, including standardized test results. 

Your child may participate in extracurricular and curricular activities at your local school district or with approval at an ap-
proved nonpublic school.  

For information on homeschooling a child that is developmentally disabled go to: www.ndhsa.org click on the law. 
 

Special note: the 2019 legislature passed our bill which makes it clear that the parent educator supervises 
“the selection of materials, determination of an educational philosophy, and has oversight of the method, 

manner, and delivery of instruction.” It also clarified that a ‘parent’ includes a legal guardian. 

FARGO Group to Hold Workshops 

The REACH support group in Fargo has two workshops for 
homeschooling families Saturday, August 24th at the Dakota 
Medical Foundation from 1:00-4:00.  

Workshop presentations:  

Kris C., “Firm Foundations” will include current MN and 

ND homeschool laws, teaching tips, choosing curriculum, 
scheduling, planning, avoiding burnout, dealing with resis-
tant learners, understanding learning styles, and ideas for 
developing a love for learning in your children.  

Cheri F. will present “High School and Beyond” which will 

help you develop a comprehensive 7-12th grade plan. 
Starting with a strong academic foundation of high school 
courses and credits, you will learn how to individualize 
your students’ education based on their graduation goals. 
You will also learn how to create a transcript, include 
earning college credit in high school with Dual Enrollment, 
CLEP and/or DSST, and explore the guiding steps for 
career exploration. For parents and students (no charge 
for teens with registering parents!). 

Cost: Early bird $25 for individual adult or husband/wife cou-
ple through August 17, 2019, then $35 online and at the door. 
Childcare not provided.   

Register at:  https://www.mache.org/mache-homeschool-
workshops/    (Click the “Fargo-Moorhead" Link) 
 
Questions contact: 
REACH at 218-234-6766 or info@reachhomeschool.org 
MÂCHÉ at 763-717-9070 or info@mache.org 

Mini-Bible Institute Fall of 2019 
 

Four pastors in the Minot area are planning a mini-Bible Institute.  
First two classes: Overview of the New Testament (P. Shane) and Inductive Bible Study (P. Bill). These 
classes are for those who want to take a deeper dive into their life as a disciple of Christ in knowing His Word 
better. The commitment level will be more than a Bible study and less than a full college class. There will be a 
small fee, a textbook, homework, and final test. Details to follow. Interested? Contact jeffhoverson@yahoo.com   

For legal assistance  

JOIN  

Home School Legal      
Defense Association. 

www.hslda.org 

Find a support group 
near you at: 

www.ndhsa.org  

click on support 
groups. 

Faith can make use of the 
waters of affliction, to swim 
faster to Christ. 

 

Thomas Watson,  

All Things for Good, 1663 

http://www.ndhsa.org
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PRAISE God! He is abounding in steadfast love.His 
mercies are new every morning. 

PRAY for those in spiritual need. Some are in your 
support group; some are in your church fellowship; 
they are at your grocery store; meet them at the clinic 
when your wee one is ill; find them at STOP lights and 
YIELD signs; see them in the homeless men; know 
they are in your closest friends and family. It’s you, too. 

ASK GOD to help homeschoolers as they prepare for 
the new school year. 

REMEMBER the forsaken, those still outside the fold, 
many who are lonely and afraid, the disillusioned and 
disheartened, friends who have lost loved ones this 
past year, and those who are discouraged. Do more 
than pray...help if you are able. 

INTERCEDE for your spouse, your pastor and family, 
and loved ones yet unsaved. 

PRAY for those in prison. Especially for Christians. 

ASK GOD to strengthen our resolve in all manner of 
godly living. 

PRAY REGULARLY for the NDHSA board of directors 
as they continue to provide vision and wisdom.  

PRAISE GOD for Home School Legal Defense Asso-
ciation; for Daniel Beasley, HSLDA rep for ND; for their 
continued careful monitoring of federal legislation; for 
their continued work to expand freedom for 
homeschoolers. 

REMEMBER the suffering Church around the world. 
Often. Nigeria, Egypt, Kenya, Cameroon, Sri Lanka. 
Christians are dying daily.  

NDHSA Board of Directors 
~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.        

  coordinator  701.880.6126   knight_publishing@hotmail.com  

~Pas. Jeff Kapelle, director & Karol Kapelle, convention  

  coordinator 701.262.4446   kapklan@gondtc.com convention@ndhsa.org 

~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com 

~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & 

   E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com office@ndhsa.org 

~Pas. Brian, director & Bev Skaar, convention choir director 

   701.247.2875  walkalongdeut6.7@hotmail.com bskaar@polarcomm.com 

~Bob and Melanie Joerger, directors 

    701.430.3978 bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 

   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written  Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the 
fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and 
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demon-
strating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of 
salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 

   To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing North Dakota individual, 
family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  

1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles; 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home 
education; 

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of 
this corporation. 

The Eclectic Report 

Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA is a Christian 501(c)
(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for 
the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office. Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal 
advice.  If you need legal advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney 
of reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any comments or 
opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff members. Bylined articles ditto! 
Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send 
them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  

   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for more than 29 years. 
She has served on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a newsletter for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring 
Hearts Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA 
Homeschool Pioneer Award. Contact her:  billbiby@msn.com She is blessed beyond measure and once had a very long bucket list. 
She now prefers buckets of June berries. 

NDHSA  P.O. Box 1066  Devils Lake, N.D. 58301  701.662.6347    

www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association   Visit us at: 

www.ndhsa.org  Instagram link:  https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/ 
North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees 

2014   Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen,                       

 Gerald & Sheryl Lund 

2015   Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington 

2016   Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & Peggy Patzer 

2017   Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel 

2018   Linus & Anna Evinger 

2019   Dr. Brian Ray, the Sack-Headed Anonymous HSer 
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Labor Day Family Camp 

August 30-September 2 

Crystal Springs Camp 
Accommodations: Family dorm rooms; men’s, women’s bathrooms and 
showers. Camping, tenting sites available. 

Meals: Friday supper through Monday brunch provided. Bring snack to 
share. We do not provide specialty meals; kitchen in boys’ dorm available 
for your meal preparation use. 

Chapel: Meeting times morning and evening; speaker to be announced. 

Activities: Boating, skiing, tubing, waterslide, volleyball, football, Frisbee, 
roller skating, cabbage ball and other organized games. For the little ones: 
carpet ball, bead stringing, play dough. 

Rates: Family max-$225; Couple-$140; Single-$70; 13-17yrs.-$56; 7-12 
yrs.-$48; 6 and under free. Fees for family w/ camper TBA. 

Additional notes: 

No pets allowed. 

Schedule presented at registration. 

Arrival time 1:00 p.m. Friday. 

Dress modestly; no tight, short, low-cut clothing; shirt and shorts over 
swimsuit required. 

Questions or to register: 218.784.4804 or wnbsip@gmail.com 

As Iron Sharpens Iron 
An Adventure in Building Gentlemanly Character 

By G. Andrew Meschter 

 

I receive review copies and try hard to read through them 
in a timely manner. This one caught my eye maybe be-
cause I am married to a gentleman. Meschter’s book is 
really a biography of his life and attempts to answer the 
question about what can be done about today’s gender 
confusion, the #metoo movement, delayed maturation of 
youth and delinquent male behavior.  

 

The back cover has a good overview: 

Ultimately, the main thrust is about being as strong and 
cultivated as possible while always putting others above 
self--and doing so with style. 

 

Meschter’s life experiences are worth the read and 
helped him develop his principles for building gentle-
manly character. 

 

Not strictly Christian, but based on such beliefs; I found it 
an enjoyable read and have urged the author to think 
about developing much-needed workshops for public 
presentation. Published by Agamemnon Publishing; 
ISBN - 978-0-9970644-2-1 
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