
Mutterings and Musings from the Editor: 

 

My dear husband will celebrate his 67th birthday on 
June 7. I will celebrate my 71st in July. That’s about a 
lifetime, isn’t it? I used to think it was OLD! How 
blessed we have been in 40 years of marriage. It    
wasn’t always easy, but it was always worth it. 

 

What have we learned? Most importantly: Love God 
with all your heart, soul, and mind; deny yourself, take 
up your cross every day, and follow hard after Jesus. 
We haven’t always been successful at this but we have 
continued … in the same direction … heading for the 
High Places. 

 

Secondly, we have learned that helping others in any 
way we can, is its own reward. And even if there seems 
to be no reward, it is still worth doing.  

 

Thirdly, we have learned a few very hard lessons about 
betrayal and about being cast off by those you thought 
loved you. But even in this we have learned that God’s 
family can and will come alongside and lighten the 

load. We know that you can live even in deep sorrow 
and still live with great joy. What God chooses to take 
away He makes blessed accommodation for and even 
when brow-sweating perseverance is required He gives 
the necessary strength for every day … every moment 
of every day. 

 

Another lesson we have learned: be careful how you 
live. Never repay evil for evil. Terminate any discussion 
that is clearly useless. It’s probably a clash of world-
views. Never, ever meddle in affairs that are none of 
your business. And always see God’s Hand in every-
thing. What others may mean for evil, He will surely 
use for good. 

 

One more: Successful marriages absolutely require 
Christ at the center. He must be the Head. 

 

Finally: A good sense of humor is essential!! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Gail M. Biby 

The NDHSA is a 501c3 non-profit.   

We rely on memberships  

and donations to keep operating. 
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My summer musings are going to be a little 
different. We are living in difficult, confusing 
times. We have voices speaking from, often 
opposite, points of view. It can be hard to  

determine what the truth is in a matter. 

 

So my words for you are, “Be a people of 

kindness”.  

 

Reach out to those who are uncertain and         

struggling.  

 

Offer grace and the benefit of the doubt.  

 

We aren’t supposed to hug or shake a hand. 
We miss the human interaction. But, we can 
smile (even with our eyes). We can write a 
note of encouragement and hope. We can 
lend a helping hand and in so doing we teach 
our children by our example and let our lights 

shine! 

Have a blessed summer! 

mailto:office@ndhsa.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
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From Bob and Melanie Joerger, NDHSA board  

With the end of 2019-2020 school year, it is an opportune time for parents to review the ND homeschool laws concerning record keeping, 
as well as, laws pertaining to the requirements for home education to assist as parents plan during the summer for the next school year.  

 

The information below was taken from the HSLDA website and can be found at  https://homeschoolstatelaws.com/2018/01/30/north-dakota
-homeschool-law/   More detailed information about North Dakota Laws can be found at the North Dakota Home School Associa-
tions (NDHSA) website (www.ndhsa.org) and NDHSA Members can access an "Annotated Century Code for Home Education" at the 

NDHSA site located under the Law tab on the NDHSA Home page.  https://www.homeschool-life.com/1125/custom/17132 

 

Required Attendance Age     

The state of North Dakota requires your child to attend school from the age of 7 to 16 years old. Legal schooling options include the following: 

     public school;  non-public school; OR home school     See North Dakota Century Code 15.1-20 

Notify The School District 

The North Dakota Homeschool Law requires you to send a Statement of Intent to your local superintendent. You must send this letter 14 

days before beginning to homeschool. The statement of intent must include the following information: 

your child’s name and address 

child’s date of birth 

child’s grade level 

your name and address 

your qualifications 

a certificate of immunization or exemption 

official identification for your child 

any extracurricular activities that your child will be participating in and which school district or non-public school they will be attending for these activities 

If You Need To Withdraw Your Child 

If your child is already attending a North Dakota public school then you will need to officially withdraw them before beginning to homeschool. Contact your child’s 
school and ask them if they have a withdrawal form for you to fill out. Let them know you will be homeschooling. Also don’t forget to send in a Statement of Intent 
14 days before beginning to homeschool. 

Qualify 

The North Dakota Homeschool Law requires you to have a High School diploma or it’s equivalent in order to homeschool your child. 

However, North Dakota Homeschool Law also provides a way that parents without a High School Diploma may “supervise” while their child “learns at home” and 
eventually be considered qualified to homeschool. The requirements for supervising your child’s home education are: 

You must be monitored by a licensed or an approved teacher for the first two years that your child learns at home. 

This teacher may be chosen and paid by the school district, or chosen and paid by you. 

If your child does not pass a nationally standardized test with a score of 50% or higher, then you must be monitored for at least another year and until your 

child passes this test with a score of 50% or higher. 

Twice a year the chosen teacher is required to report your child’s progress to your school district’s superintendent. 

The chosen teacher must spend 1 hour/week with you and your child. If you have two or more children learning at home the chosen teacher must spend 30 

min/month for each additional child. 

You do not have to be monitored for every child you homeschool. Once you complete the monitoring requirements for one child (at least 2 years of monitor-

ing and a test score of 50% or higher) then the state considers you qualified to homeschool.  

Days Of Instruction 

The North Dakota Homeschool Law requires you to teach at least 4 hours/day and a minimum of 175 days/year. See North Dakota Century Code 15.1-23 

Required Subjects 

The North Dakota Homeschool Law requires you to teach the following educational subjects. See North Dakota Century Code 15. 1-21  

Keep Records 

The North Dakota Homeschool Law requires you to keep yearly records of the following: 

 -any courses your child takes -your child’s academic progress assessments    - your child’s test results   See North Dakota Century Code 15.1-23 

Testing 

The North Dakota Homeschool Law requires homeschool students to participate in testing during their 4th grade, 6th grade, 8th grade, and 10th grade years. 
The following regulations apply to testing: 

You can either use the same test your local school district uses or you may request another nationally normed standardized achievement test. 

Your child can take this test at home or at your local school. 

The test must be administered by a licensed or approved teacher. 

If the school administers your child’s test (at the school or at your home by a designated teacher) then they must pay for it. 

If your child tests at home by a licensed or approved teacher of your choosing, then you must pay for the test. 

However, this regulation does not apply to your child if you, the parent, have any of the following: 

a philosophical, moral, or religious objection to the use of a standardized test 

license or approval to teach 

a baccalaureate degree 

you have passed a national teacher examination (in any state) 

You must submit your child’s test scores to your local superintendent.   See North Dakota Century Code 15. 1-21 

Immunization Law For North Dakota Homeschoolers 

The state of North Dakota requires homeschool students to receive vaccinations or submit an exemption. You must submit a certificate of immunization or ex-
emption for each child with your Statement of Intent to homeschool.   See North Dakota Century Code 23-07 

 
This summary is for informational purposes only and is not given as legal advice. HomeschoolStateLaws.com does not endorse any of the links or organizations listed above. 

Editor’s note: If you choose to opt out of testing 
you must do so on the statement of intent form. 
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For legal assistance 

JOIN  

Home School Legal  
Defense Association. 

www.hslda.org 

Find a support 
group near you at: 

www.ndhsa.org  

Click on support 
groups. 

Scope and Sequence 
For those wondering about what to 
teach and when, check out the 
Spring 2020 issue of The Old 
Schoolhouse magazine. It has a 
great article on scope and se-
quence. Go to:  

SchoolhouseTeachers.com or 
www.TheOldSchoohouse.com. 

The article covers only a S & S for 
art. All other subjects can be found 
at above sites.  

SchoolhouseTeachers.com offers 
dozens of tools and resources to 
help you. There are helps to assist 
in organization and planning. Con-
tains: online libraries, streaming 
videos and eBooks, form genera-
tors, lesson plans, special needs 
resources, transcript help and more. 

Of course there is a membership fee 
but if you need some excellent help, 
visit their site and take a look at their 
offerings. 

The Old Schoolhouse is offering a coupon code 
for anyone who inquires directly with the NDHSA 
to try our online, preschool through high school 
curriculum:SchoolhouseTeachers.com  FREE for 
3 months. This is a no-strings-attached offer; no 
credit card or other payment method is needed to 
sign up. Any family who continues their subscrip-
tion beyond the 3-month free period can join at a 
heavily discounted rate of $99/year, using the 
NDHSA coupon code. (Normal retail price is 
$224.97/year) 
 
Just go to www.ndhsa.org under resources, 
all the way to the bottom for free online     
resources.  When open that you will see a 
number of things, but you must use the link on 
the website and then enter the code.  

Send clipped labels for BOX TOPS for 

Education:  

Laurie Morstad 

9175 80th St. NE,   

Hampden, ND  58338 
Check expiration dates. 

Camping Trip  SOON! 
Where: Heiberg Park, Twin Valley, MN.  

When: June 19-21 You’re invited to bring your tent/RV, lawn chairs, 
fire wood, fishing poles, kayaks, balls, hiking shoes, ATV’s, shotguns 
for possible trap shoot, and yeah…  

Food: Food’s very important.  And join us for a weekend of fun and 
fellowship!  

Accommodations: There are limited electrical hook-ups. Tent/RV 
sites are $10.00/night. Bathrooms are primitive with porta-potty. 
Camping directly by the Wild Rice River dam.  Adventures await!  

Bible study and worship around the campfire, so come prepared with 
a scripture, song or word of encouragement to share!  

Questions/RSVP/ASAP:  wnbsip@gmail.com or call (218) 784-4804.  

Labor Day Family Camp - Sept 4th-7th, 2020  

South Dakota’s Heart of Dakota Publishing  
Great article in Practical Homeschooling about Carrie and Mike Austin 
and their company. It has won numerous Practical Homeschooling 
Reader Awards. Carrie describes their curriculum as “a mix of Charlotte-
Mason’s philosophy of learning, combined with teaching strategies 
gleaned from 30 watching how children learn.” Check out Heart of Dakota 
Publishing. 

The Rock I stand on is the Rock of God’s action in the world 
now, and forever. “If the Lord wills,” the Bible says, “we will 
live.” That’s about as involved now as you can get. Not just, 
“Whether you live or die, you will be with God,” but also, 
“God will decide if you live or die--now.”  

And not just live or die. He’s even more involved than that. 
“if the Lord wills, we will … do this or that.” Nothing is      
excluded from “this or that.” He is totally involved. Totally. 
This health, or that sickness. This economic collapse, or 
that  recovery. This breath, or not. 

Coronavirus and CHRIST, John Piper 

Check this out: Free Printable.net 

Common Core Fails 

 

Practical Homeschooling magazine 
(Summer 2020) reports that the Na-
tional Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP), given to a repre-
sentative sample across the nation 
of students in grades 4, 8, and 12, 
has shown historic declines in read-
ing and math scores since the im-
plementation of Common Core. To 
read more download Pioneer Insti-

tute’s study at:  bit.ly/3dD8h7g. 

http://www.hslda.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoolhouseteachers.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3c96495d5cbf4f36536108d7cc1a9010%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637202286761953667&sdata=lmWHAsQa9pvk3KiNP4YsMWq%2FDHJkPKbd5T%2FTMs
http://www.ndhsa.org
mailto:wnbsip@gmail.com


NDHSA 2021 Convention - Bismarck Civic Center - Feb.18-20  

Homeschool Day at the Capitol - Feb. 18, 2021 

 

 

PRAISE God for His continued mercy over our land. 

PRAY for those who are anxious and fretting about the 
corona virus and its ramifications. Pray for safety for 
our police officers during this time of riots and unrest. 

ASK GOD to strengthen those who are weary; ask 
Him to renew the homeschooling mom’s courage and 
perseverance. Pray for those who are thrust into the 
role of homeschooling. 

REMEMBER the lost. If one dies apart from Christ, 
one is eternally lost...think about it. Speak to them. 

INTERCEDE for your spouse, your pastor and family. 
Pray we will be faithful, obedient, and willing to throw 
away all excuses that keep us from denying self, taking 
up our crosses, and following Jesus. 

PRAY for all who are confined in nursing homes and 
not allowed visits. It’s lonely. 

ASK GOD to strengthen our resolve in all manner of 
godly living. Courage, Lord, give us courage. 

PRAY REGULARLY for the NDHSA board of directors 
as they continue to provide vision and wisdom.  

PRAISE GOD for Home School Legal Defense Asso-
ciation; for Daniel Beasley, HSLDA rep for ND; for their 
continued careful monitoring of federal legislation; for 
their continued work to expand freedom for 
homeschoolers. 

REMEMBER the suffering Church around the world. 
Often. Nigeria, Egypt, Kenya, Cameroon, Sri Lanka. 
Christians are  dying daily. Don’t forget. 

 

Pray without ceasing! 

NDHSA Board of Directors 
~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.        

  coordinator  701.880.6126   knight_publishing@hotmail.com  

~Karol Kapelle, convention coordinator 701.262.4446                   

  kapklan@gondtc.com convention@ndhsa.org 

~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com 

~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & 

   E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com office@ndhsa.org 

~Bob and Melanie Joerger, directors 

    701.430.3978 bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com 

~Thor and Amber Sand, directors 701.535.1335 sand723627@gmail.com  
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 

   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written  Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the 
fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and 
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demon-
strating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of 
salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 

   To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing North Dakota individual, 
family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  

1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles; 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home 
education; 

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of 
this corporation. 

The Eclectic Report 

Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA is a Christian 501(c)
(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for 
the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office. Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal 
advice.  If you need legal advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney 
of reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any comments or 
opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff members. Bylined articles ditto! 
Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send 
them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  

   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for almost 30 years. She 
has served on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a newsletter for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring Hearts 
Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA Homeschool 
Pioneer Award. Contact her: billbiby@msn.com She is blessed beyond measure and once had a very long bucket list. She now prefers 
buckets of June berries. 

NDHSA  P.O. Box 1066  Devils Lake, N.D. 58301  701.662.6347    

www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association   Visit us at: 

www.ndhsa.org  Instagram link:  https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/ 
 

North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees 

2014   Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen,                       

 Gerald & Sheryl Lund 

2015   Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington 

2016   Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & Peggy Patzer 

2017   Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel 

2018   Linus & Anna Evinger 

2019   Dr. Brian Ray, the Sack-Headed Anonymous HSer 

2020   Leroy and Ann Nelson, Greg Lange, esq. 
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God of my Praise, to Thee be praise 

For children and their loving ways; 

 

For all the things that lighten earth, 

For quiet peace, and merry mirth; 

 

For every friendly bird that sings, 

For little, lovely, simple things; 

 

For loyal comradeship that grows 

The stronger for each wind that blows; 

 

But most of all because Thou art 

The sunshine of my happy heart. 

 

God of my Praise, to Thee be praise, 

Today and through my length of days. 

Whispers of His Power, Amy Carmichael 
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