
The NDHSA is a 501c3 non-profit.   

We rely on memberships  

and donations to keep operating. 

Mutterings and Musings from the Editor: 

Greetings! 

I have been reminded lately of the many blessings we 
enjoy in America. Even with the riots and the workings 
of miscreants in our larger cities, we still are blessed 
beyond measure when one considers the history of the 
world. 

 

My list: 

We live in a representative Constitutional republic. 
We are not a democracy which is ruled by the mob.  

We never worry about roadside bombs. 

We have excellent infrastructure. 

We can worship (except California apparently) in 
freedom. 

We can travel without showing travel papers 
(except states like MN). 

We have running water, indoor plumbing, central 
heat and air. This alone is cause for praise. 

We have grocery stores with both staples and exot-
ics. Sometimes makes choosing difficult. 

We enjoy very good health care. Maybe not like it 

once was, but still good. 

We still see groups of folks who believe in the 
American dream, who work hard, eschew govern-
ment handouts, and expect to live in peace. 

We generally have low infant mortality rates and 
longevity.  

 

And those are just the obvious benefits. There are 
many more. But I would say that the most important is 
the freedom to worship according to our consciences. 
I’m reading a book that details the horrifying excesses 
of living in lands without such freedom (For the Glory 
of God by Rodney Stark). Such a blessing that I am 
surprised by the many who simply have chosen not to 
worship or be involved in their usual church activities 
because of a cold virus. What if something really horri-
ble came upon us? To think that we are 
sheltered in the arms of God comforts and 
strengthens me for whatever is ahead. He 
will keep us! 
 

Grace and peace, 

Gail M. Biby 
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With all the families pulling their children from public school this year because of Covid, the office has seen an increase in 

calls from families having issues with their school districts. It is important that home educators be familiar with the law so they 

can point out discrepancies with their school district. A copy of the homeschool law can be found on our website at 

www.ndhsa.org under “Laws and Legislation”. Know your rights and responsibilities!   https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t15-1c23.pdf 

One district has repeatedly asked families to use only the Department of Public Instruction’s Statement of Intent to 

Homeschool and has rejected ones from the NDHSA and HSLDA. The NDHSA contacted Dan Beasley on behalf of district 

families. Dan’s response was, “Your district can request that you use a certain form, but they cannot require it.” A care-

ful reading of the law will show that a form is not even needed. You can simply write a letter containing the required informa-

tion for each child. 

One of our state colleges was not accepting a homeschool graduate’s diploma, but was rather requiring the student to either get 

their GED or to have a diploma from their local high school. The college stated their policy was based upon the North Dakota 

Board of Higher Education Standards. The NDHSA contacted ND Higher Ed on behalf of the family got the matter clarified. 

During our meetings around the state, we were also made aware that at least two districts have each student’s Statement of 

Intent (SOI) reviewed by the local school board and the board votes to either accept or deny the SOI. This is outside the scope 

of school board responsibility or authority, so do not be frightened by this! When you submit your SOI, you telling the admini-

stration your intent to homeschool; you are  not asking their permission! 

This past month I have made more calls and sent more emails to our HSLDA attorney and local superintendents on behalf of 

ND homeschoolers than I usually do in a year! Often just printing off a copy of the ND homeschool law, highlighting the sec-

tion in question, and then sending it to your local school will take care of any problems occurring with your local district.  

Again, know the law and do not give in to demands that go beyond the scope of the ND law! 

Homeschool Day  

at the Capitol 

 Feb. 18, 2021 

NDHSA Convention  

Bismarck Civic Center  

Feb. 18-20, 2021 

mailto:office@ndhsa.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t15-1c23.pdf
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Thor Sand, President NDHSA Board of Directors 

The board just concluded our board retreat and business meeting. This is our annual meeting 
where we get together in person for a time and plan and discuss a variety of topics facing the 
homeschooling community. At this meeting, we also elect officers for the upcoming year. Ken 
Knight has decided to step down as president and has now taken on the role of vice president. 
I would like to recognize and thank Ken for his years of service as the NDHSA president. Ken 
has served the board well and I’m sure he will continue to be a great asset to the board and 

homeschoolers in general in his new position. With the vacancy created by Ken, the board has elected me to fill the 
position of president. I’m honored, humbled, and excited to have the opportunity to serve homeschoolers in this way.  
 
The world in which we live seems to be easily shaken by all kinds of things as of late. No doubt you have been in 
some way affected by either Corona virus itself or people's reaction to it and I won’t go into the political unrest. The 
homeschooling community and the NDHSA are blessed to have been given the opportunity to reach out to different 
families that are navigating the waters of teaching their children at home for the first time.  
 
In the early years of the modern homeschooling movement the great majority of families that chose to home edu-
cate, did so based on deeply held convictions. They believed that they had the God-given right to educate their chil-
dren. The reason I know this to be true is that they persevered in the face of persecution from the law as well as from 
the culture. No doubt these individuals who cleared the way for others to home educate were varied in their opinions 
and beliefs. However, the majority did hold to a biblical worldview.   
 
With the onset of Corona virus and the increased chaos in the public school system, many families have decided to 
look for new methods to educate. Some to avoid illness, some to avoid masks, some to avoid certain philosophies, 
some to escape bullying, some to gain consistency and the list could go on and on. Not all of these families will de-
sire to educate their children in a way that teaches them to know, love, and serve the Lord Jesus. With all the differ-
ing worldviews, I would like to remind the reader that the NDHSA is an organization with a biblical worldview. This 
means that the board sees the Bible as the inerrant word of God and desires to order our lives and the business of 
our organization in a way that glorifies God and points others to Jesus Christ as Savior. What I’m not saying is that in 
order to benefit from the NDHSA you need to follow Christ. A non-believer will find many useful things on our website 
and will learn much about home education from visiting with other members or attending the annual convention. Lord 
willing, they will see the light of Christ in us. We are delighted when anyone is blessed by our organization. What I 
am saying is that while the homeschooling community seems to be expanding and changing, the NDHSA will not 
compromise our values and purpose in order to meet the ever-changing desires of a secular world.  
 
The world is a broken place. As believers in Jesus as the Savior of the world, we have the answer to thriving in the 
midst of all that is upon us. Apart from Christ, when we look at the world around us, how can we have hope and joy? 
Trusting in the sovereignty of a good and holy God provides a new and eternal perspective to the chaos that sur-
rounds us. Praise God for the trials that bring souls to Christ. Sometimes temporary discomfort and or fear is what 
God uses to bring sinful hearts to a place of sincere repentance. When we place our trust in an unshakable God, it 
makes the unrest in this world so much more bearable. It’s not that the problems go away, its just that when we are 
living with eternal purpose the things of this world grow strangely dim.  

  
 

With SchoolhouseTeachers.com, you don’t need anything else. 
We offer Preschool Playground for the littles, and many options 
for the rest of your children all the way through 12th grade! Sci-
ence to language arts and everything in between, we’ve got you 
covered. Every subject, every grade, every student.  

“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height nor depth, nor any-
thing else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”   Romans 8:38-39 ESV 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmROcuBsoc-K3JW5RkcD4dnrd9sGLj1yoW0u0eQbaXZ3s1RGtNUnLHKtlKDw4yWBaKnlh6e5S1FCvNddYiFsYhGtyN6nA5Ipj2P-xBjUxM5MI%26c
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmYy_WTzJ5y5p6RxyL7GOlOPOpVF3rSlkIcZqOUpXAIzq-y_J-uBopBPhWI4ZNeOexqUsYe8Fy5r28O2mnn5FYKaYyb6DrvbJcx83IDqUApDoD4YN
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmYmf2vxPWlPHSlsle8tUbSrcqaPICc4gDCa1lOZ8atn2keIVhoIAIIlxY8CTwWYXXpLJYgmMNLOfkIXtazam3_pfhQNVfKBOLPtkpq8i9ywh6tAS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmYmf2vxPWlPHSlsle8tUbSrcqaPICc4gDCa1lOZ8atn2keIVhoIAIIlxY8CTwWYXXpLJYgmMNLOfkIXtazam3_pfhQNVfKBOLPtkpq8i9ywh6tAS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmYmf2vxPWlPHSlsle8tUbSrcqaPICc4gDCa1lOZ8atn2keIVhoIAIIlxY8CTwWYXXpLJYgmMNLOfkIXtazam3_pfhQNVfKBOLPtkpq8i9ywh6tAS
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For legal assistance JOIN  

Home School Legal  Defense Association. 

www.hslda.org 

Find a support 
group near you at: 

www.ndhsa.org  

Click on support 
groups. 

Send clipped labels for BOX TOPS for 

Education:  

Laurie Morstad 

9175 80th St. NE,   

Hampden, ND  58338 
Check expiration dates. 

To ANSWER a few questions being posed... 

If you haven’t filed your statement of intent, please use the downloadable one at our website. It is pub-
lished by NDHSA and HSLDA and only includes the information actually required by law. We are hearing from some who are using  state-
ments provided by their school districts that are out of date. www.ndhsa.org The NDCC requires that the SOI be filed at least 14 days be-
fore you plan to begin homeschooling so YOU ARE NOT LATE if you haven’t filed yet. The filing is tied to your calendar not the local 
school districts. I do recommend you file soon though; it prevents confusion. Another reminder: you are not asking for permission to 
homeschool and you do not need anyone’s signature to make the SOI valid. If you are concerned about it being properly received and 
filed, use certified mail.  

www.ndhsa.org 

Here is a new perk to our members. There is a FREE 
homeschool planner on the member portion of our 
website. You can download as many as you want.  

FREE Homeschool Physical Education and  

Health Education Program 

Sponsored by NDSU Health, Nutrition, and Exercise   
Sciences. For more information contact Jenny Linker at 
Jenny.Linker@ndhsu.edu or call 702.231.8676. 

FREE Fractions Kit Download from ShillerLearning 
(Montessori-based). Grades 2-7. Go to: 
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%
2Fshillerlearning.com%2Fbloglink%2Fac_NDHSA&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%
7Cdbc33220288e43463a5b08d84d5e0409%
7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%
7C637344413473085160&amp;sdata=y9tZomsssD8rRCnCdvyqLXovlIxS9QPTJ3Ml
3iKfdjg%3D&amp;reserved=0  

I haven’t reviewed this yet but with the state of 
things today critical thinking is more important 

than ever. Here’s a course you might find helpful.         
Philosophy Adventure from a biblical worldview.       

Go to: https://homeschooladventure.com  

Is this the year you start preparing that transcript? 
Need help? Check this out: https://
hghschool.nebraska.edu/-/media/projects/unhs/
pdfs/unhs-homeschool-transcript-preparations.pdf  

http://www.hslda.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
mailto:https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t15-1c23.pdf
http://www.ndhsa.org
mailto:Jenny.Linker@ndhsu.edu
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshillerlearning.com%2Fbloglink%2Fac_NDHSA&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdbc33220288e43463a5b08d84d5e0409%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637344413473085160&amp;sdata=y9tZomsssD8rRCnCdvy
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshillerlearning.com%2Fbloglink%2Fac_NDHSA&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdbc33220288e43463a5b08d84d5e0409%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637344413473085160&amp;sdata=y9tZomsssD8rRCnCdvy
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshillerlearning.com%2Fbloglink%2Fac_NDHSA&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdbc33220288e43463a5b08d84d5e0409%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637344413473085160&amp;sdata=y9tZomsssD8rRCnCdvy
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshillerlearning.com%2Fbloglink%2Fac_NDHSA&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdbc33220288e43463a5b08d84d5e0409%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637344413473085160&amp;sdata=y9tZomsssD8rRCnCdvy
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshillerlearning.com%2Fbloglink%2Fac_NDHSA&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdbc33220288e43463a5b08d84d5e0409%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637344413473085160&amp;sdata=y9tZomsssD8rRCnCdvy
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshillerlearning.com%2Fbloglink%2Fac_NDHSA&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdbc33220288e43463a5b08d84d5e0409%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637344413473085160&amp;sdata=y9tZomsssD8rRCnCdvy
https://homeschooladventure.com
https://hghschool.nebraska.edu/-/media/projects/unhs/pdfs/unhs-homeschool-transcript-preparations.pdf
https://hghschool.nebraska.edu/-/media/projects/unhs/pdfs/unhs-homeschool-transcript-preparations.pdf
https://hghschool.nebraska.edu/-/media/projects/unhs/pdfs/unhs-homeschool-transcript-preparations.pdf


 

Beg God for mercy for America! Surely there remain 
10 righteous men. 

PRAY for those who are anxious and fretting about the 
corona virus and its ramifications. Pray for safety for 
our police officers during this time of riots and unrest. 

ASK GOD to strengthen those who are weary; ask 
Him to renew the homeschooling mom’s courage and 
perseverance. Pray for those who are thrust into the 
role of homeschooling. May each find peace in the 
journey. 

REMEMBER the lost. If one dies apart from Christ, 
one is eternally lost...think about it. Speak to them. 

INTERCEDE for your spouse, your pastor and family. 
Pray we will be faithful, obedient, and willing to throw 
away all excuses that keep us from denying self, taking 
up our crosses, and following Jesus. 

PRAY for all who are confined in nursing homes and 
not allowed visits. What a harmful thing to do to our 
elderly.  

ASK GOD to strengthen our resolve in all manner of 
godly living. Courage, Lord, give us courage. 

PRAY REGULARLY for the NDHSA board of directors 
as they continue to provide vision and wisdom. Pray 
for our new president, Thor Sand. 

PRAISE GOD for Home School Legal Defense Asso-
ciation; for Daniel Beasley, HSLDA rep for ND; for their 
continued careful monitoring of federal legislation; for 
their continued work to expand freedom for 
homeschoolers. 

REMEMBER the suffering Church around the world. 
They are giving their lives for the sake of the Gospel. 
Nigeria, Egypt, Kenya, Cameroon, Sri Lanka. Pray for 
those in Beirut. Ask God to end the polio outbreaks in 
Africa. 

NDHSA Board of Directors 
~Ken Knight, president & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.        

  coordinator  701.880.6126   knight_publishing@hotmail.com  

~Karol Kapelle, convention coordinator 701.262.4446                   

  kapklan@gondtc.com convention@ndhsa.org 

~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com 

~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & 

   E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com office@ndhsa.org 

~Bob and Melanie Joerger, directors 

    701.430.3978 bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com 

~Thor and Amber Sand, directors 701.535.1335 sand723627@gmail.com  
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 

   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written  Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the 
fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and 
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demon-
strating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of 
salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 

   To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing North Dakota individual, 
family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  

1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles; 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home 
education; 

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of 
this corporation. 

The Eclectic Report 

Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA is a Christian 501(c)
(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for 
the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office. Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal 
advice.  If you need legal advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney 
of reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any comments or 
opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff members. Bylined articles ditto! 
Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send 
them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  

   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for almost 30 years. She 
has served on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a newsletter for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring Hearts 
Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA Homeschool 
Pioneer Award. Contact her: billbiby@msn.com She is blessed beyond measure and once had a very long bucket list. She now prefers 
buckets of June berries. 

NDHSA  P.O. Box 1066  Devils Lake, N.D. 58301  701.662.6347    

www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association   Visit us at: 

www.ndhsa.org  Instagram link:  https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/ 
 

North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees 

2014   Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen,                       

 Gerald & Sheryl Lund 

2015   Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington 

2016   Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & Peggy Patzer 

2017   Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel 

2018   Linus & Anna Evinger 

2019   Dr. Brian Ray, the Sack-Headed Anonymous HSer 

2020   Leroy and Ann Nelson, Greg Lange, esq. 
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WELCOME to the 69 new subscribers to The Eclectic Report! 

National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars 

2020-21 Essay Contest 

Why Jamestown and Plymouth Colonies are Relevant Today 

5th-8th Grade Cash Prize 

Deadline for entry 12-1-20 
For more information: 

Diane Resvick, 4776 Clock Tower Lane, Fargo, ND 58104 

701.371.2977 or rehcaet@cableone.net 

You can do this! 

https://homeschoolingbackgrounder.com/same-academic-boost-at-all-ability-levels/  

Safer At Home 

https://homeschoolingbackgrounder.com/lack-of-safety-in-public-schools/  

mailto:knight_publishing@hotmail.com
mailto:kapklan@gondtc.com
mailto:mailtomailtoconvention@ndhsa.org
mailto:sooznh@gmail.com
mailto:jntdeck@gondtc.com
mailto:office@ndhsa.org
mailto:bobjoerger79@gmail.com
mailto:pollywogmusic@gmail.com
mailto:sand723627@gmail.com
mailto:billbiby@msn.com
mailto:billbiby@msn.com
http://www.ndhsa.org
mailto:office@ndhsa.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Dakota-Home-School-Association/371809969498803
http://www.ndhsa.org
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fndhsassociation%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca92e00d60b194ecff36a08d5846ccee8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636560525215604562&sdata=t3lOJWtAuMPwvzXcZP0j1IbpVzYlr3q1V
mailto:rehcaet@cableone.net
https://homeschoolingbackgrounder.com/same-academic-boost-at-all-ability-levels/
https://homeschoolingbackgrounder.com/lack-of-safety-in-public-schools/

