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May the quietness of Christmas, 

The calm and holy hush 

Of that first advent season 

Still our Christmas rush. 

 

May our memories of the manger 

Reassure us and ease the stress 

Of troubled hearts in  

troubled times 

With His peace and quietness. 

(Anonymous) 

Homeschool Day  

at the Capitol scheduled for 

 Feb. 18, 2021, has 

been CANCELLED! 

NDHSA Convention  

Bismarck Civic Center  

Feb. 18-20, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As  with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 

Leading onward, beaming bright, 

So most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led to Thee. 

 

Holy Jesus, every day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 

And, when earthly things are past, 

Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds Thy glory hides. 

mailto:office@ndhsa.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
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Thank you, Melanie Joerger ,for submitting this encouraging devo-
tional. I guess we could all use this after the upheavals of 2020. 

 

Daily Encouragement 

FOR HOMESCHOOLING MOTHERS WITH CHARLENE NOTGRASS 

Repeating Joy 

Repetition. Repetition. Repetition. Our first reaction to 
repetition might be negative, but we all actually enjoy 
repetition in many ways. For example, I’m glad that 
breakfast is something I enjoy every day. I don’t ever 
think, “I don’t want breakfast this morning. I’ve been do-
ing that every day for years now.” Repeating breakfast---
that’s a good thing. 

 

For several weeks I have been practicing repetition in my 
devotions. Every time I sit down to read the Bible, I      
include Philippians 4:4-9. These verses are packed with 
practical and comforting promise and instruction. Phrase 
after phrase meets my deep needs every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s think about the power-packed first sentence. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 

 

God is kind to invite us to be in Him and to invite us to 

rejoice in Him and then to remind us again to rejoice! 

 

Homeschooling seems like such a heavy responsibility 
sometimes (or maybe all the time) that we can forget the 
joy that Philippians 4:4 reminds us to have. I encourage 
you today to schedule: 

something in your day that brings you joy and 

something in your children’s day that brings them joy 
and 

something in your day that brings joy to you and to 
your children, something you can do together. 

 

After that, remember: repetition, repetition, repetition. It 
doesn’t just work for math facts. It works for loving and 
close relationships, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlene is a Christian and a veteran homeschooling 
mom. Charlene received a bachelor's in urban plan-
ning from Middle Tennessee State University. She 
oversees curriculum development at Notgrass and is 
a lead curriculum author.   

(This post first appeared on Daily Encouragement 
blog. Notgrass History, 975 Roaring River Rd., Gainesboro, TN 
38562) 

 

 

Join TODAY at: 

www.ndhsa.org 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let 

your gentle spirit be known to all people. The Lord is near. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and pleading with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which sur-

passes all comprehension, will guard your hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is 

true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things. As for the things you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, 

and the God of peace will be with you. 

REJOICE IN THE Lord always; again 

I will say, rejoice!           Philippians 4:4 

http://www.ndhsa.org


  How “School Choice”  

Undermines  

Homeschooling Freedoms 

 
(Snatched from https://homeschoolingbackgrounder.com  Read it all there!) 

From Rodger Williams, 12/4/20 
Thoughts by Gail M. Biby 

 

I am very thankful for the continued work of the National 
Alliance. There are some who would like to see parent-
directed, parent-funded homeschooling severely re-
stricted. The NDHSA has fought a long, slow incremental 
battle for homeschooling freedoms. We now have a really 
good law (except for the discriminatory section of the law 
dealing with children with developmentally disabilities). 
The School Choice movement may pose a very real 
threat. 

 

Recently Mr. Williams published a helpful article on why 
many homeschoolers are resistant to so-called school 
choice in some forms. He describes school choice as un-
derstood by many as “school choice using government 
funds”.  He boldly states, “Government funding for 
homeschoolers is a primary tenet of the School Choice 
movement.”  

 

The problem with including homeschoolers in the School 
Choice movement is that he who pays the piper always 
gets to call the tune. There are always strings attached. 

 

He cites Alberta as an example. True, homeschoolers 
who took the funding were relieved of some of the finan-

cial responsibilities when they agreed to certain restric-
tions, but in the very next legislative session the restric-
tions imposed on those receiving the money were im-
posed on ALL homeschoolers in the province. 

 

Sadly, legislators often don’t see the difference or the 
need to guard privately-funded, parent-directed 
homeschooling. 

 

Mr. Williams includes one final illustration from his home 
state of Oregon. Rep. C. Walker in talking about her op-
position to the Oregon Home Education Freedom Bill (it 
failed): 

I suggest that if they [homeschoolers] really want 
freedom from state control they stop accepting 
State Department of Education money. Taxpayers 
who are paying for homeschooling should have 
accountability from the students. Homeschoolers 
have the benefits of public educated students 
(labs, athletics, arts). If they have the benefits, 
why should they be exempt from accountability? 

 

I believe that government funding for parent-directed 
homeschooling will eventually lead to increased restric-
tions which may include curriculum choices, parent quali-
fications, mandatory testing with no opt-outs. 

 

I am all for school choice as long as these taxpayer-
funded options are kept strictly separate from fully parent-
funded, parent-directed homeschooling. 

 

For more great articles go to:  

https://homeschoolingbackgrounder.com  
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For legal assistance JOIN  

Home School Legal  Defense Association. www.hslda.org 

Find a support 
group near you at: 

www.ndhsa.org  

Click on support 
groups. 

Send clipped labels for BOX TOPS for 

Education:  

Laurie Morstad 

9175 80th St. NE,   

Hampden, ND  58338 
Check expiration dates. 

Here is a perk to our NDHSA members. There is a FREE 
homeschool planner on the member portion of our web-
site. You can download as many as you want.  

Memberships, donations and convention income is 
what keeps the NDHSA operational. If God so leads, a 
year-end gift will be greatly appreciated and care-

fully used on behalf of ND parent educators. With SchoolhouseTeachers.com, you don’t need anything else. We of-
fer Preschool Playground for the littles, and many options for the rest of your chil-
dren all the way through 12th grade! Science to language arts and everything in 
between, we’ve got you covered. Every subject, every grade, every student.  

https://homeschoolingbackgrounder.com
https://homeschoolingbackgrounder.com
http://www.hslda.org
http://www.ndhsa.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmROcuBsoc-K3JW5RkcD4dnrd9sGLj1yoW0u0eQbaXZ3s1RGtNUnLHKtlKDw4yWBaKnlh6e5S1FCvNddYiFsYhGtyN6nA5Ipj2P-xBjUxM5MI%26c
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmYy_WTzJ5y5p6RxyL7GOlOPOpVF3rSlkIcZqOUpXAIzq-y_J-uBopBPhWI4ZNeOexqUsYe8Fy5r28O2mnn5FYKaYyb6DrvbJcx83IDqUApDoD4YN
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmYmf2vxPWlPHSlsle8tUbSrcqaPICc4gDCa1lOZ8atn2keIVhoIAIIlxY8CTwWYXXpLJYgmMNLOfkIXtazam3_pfhQNVfKBOLPtkpq8i9ywh6tAS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmYmf2vxPWlPHSlsle8tUbSrcqaPICc4gDCa1lOZ8atn2keIVhoIAIIlxY8CTwWYXXpLJYgmMNLOfkIXtazam3_pfhQNVfKBOLPtkpq8i9ywh6tAS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001clTb00JmCDDXda_DMWX9QNy_-UuO31FU02MS_Kb2kF35mDdp3QURmYmf2vxPWlPHSlsle8tUbSrcqaPICc4gDCa1lOZ8atn2keIVhoIAIIlxY8CTwWYXXpLJYgmMNLOfkIXtazam3_pfhQNVfKBOLPtkpq8i9ywh6tAS


 

Beg God for mercy for America!  

PRAY for those facing Christmas without a dear one. 

ASK GOD to strengthen those who are weary; ask 
Him to renew the homeschooling mom’s courage and 
perseverance. Pray for those who are thrust into the 
role of homeschooling.  

REMEMBER the lost.  

INTERCEDE for your spouse, your pastor and family. 
Pray we will be faithful, obedient, and willing to throw 
away all excuses that keep us from denying self, taking 
up our crosses, and following Jesus. 

PRAY for all who are confined in nursing homes and 
not allowed visits. Pray for the safety and comfort of 
those confined.  

ASK GOD to give strength to Doug Berntson and 
daughters Angela and Charissa, after the death of 
Ruth. Long-time homeschoolers and convention ven-
dors. Doug now resides at Villa Maria in Fargo. 

PRAY REGULARLY for the NDHSA board of directors 
as they continue to provide vision and wisdom.  

PRAISE GOD for Home School Legal Defense Asso-
ciation; for Daniel Beasley, HSLDA rep for ND; for their 
continued careful monitoring of federal legislation; for 
their continued work for homeschoolers. 

REMEMBER the suffering Church around the world. 
They are giving their lives for the sake of the Gospel. 
Nigeria, Egypt, Kenya, Cameroon, Sri Lanka. Pray for 
those in Beirut. Ask God to end the polio outbreaks in 
Africa due to the vaccine. 

NDHSA Board of Directors 
~Thor Sand, president and Amber Sand, director 701.535.1335   

   sand723627@gmail.com  

~Ken Knight, director & Llora Knight, W region spt.grp.        

   coordinator  701.880.6126   knight_publishing@hotmail.com  

~Karol Kapelle, convention coordinator 701.262.4446                   

   kapklan@gondtc.com convention@ndhsa.org 

~Susan Huntington, director 701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com 

~Jeff Deckert, director & Theresa Deckert, office administrator & 

   E region spt.grp. coord. 701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com office@ndhsa.org 

~Bob and Melanie Joerger, directors 

    701.430.3978 bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith 

   We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written  Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the 
fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and 
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demon-
strating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of 
salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do. 

Mission statement 

   To provide a comprehensive home education information system to support, train and protect every willing North Dakota individual, 
family and church in the methods of privately funded, parent-directed home education. 

NDHSA Statement of purpose  

1. Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children according to Biblical principles; 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home 
education; 

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of 
this corporation. 

The Eclectic Report 

Gail M. Biby, editor 

   The Eclectic Report is published monthly by the NDHSA and is provided free to anyone who asks. The NDHSA is a Christian 501(c)
(3) organization funded by the gifts and memberships of interested parties. No substantial part of the activities of the NDHSA is used for 
the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, promote any political campaign, or on the behalf of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office. Legal issues are for instructive purposes only and do not constitute the giving of legal 
advice.  If you need legal advice concerning homeschooling, contact Daniel Beasley, Home School Legal Defense Association attorney 
of reference for North Dakota, if you are a member family, or contact an attorney familiar with homeschool law. Any comments or 
opinions are those of the editor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NDHSA board or staff members. Bylined articles ditto! 
Advertisements likewise. If you have something that may be of interest to homeschoolers, or if you have comments or corrections, send 
them to the editor at billbiby@msn.com.  

   Gail M. Biby is the publications editor for the NDHSA and has been joyfully working with parent educators for almost 30 years. She 
has served on the advisory board for Lamplighter Publishing, writes a newsletter for her church gals, and volunteers with Caring Hearts 
Jail Ministry and Metropolitan Prison Pen Pals Ministry. She and her husband Bill are recipients of the 2017 NDHSA Homeschool 
Pioneer Award. Contact her: billbiby@msn.com She is blessed beyond measure and once had a very long bucket list. She now prefers 
buckets of June berries. 

NDHSA  P.O. Box 1066  Devils Lake, N.D. 58301  701.662.6347    

www.ndhsa.org       office@ndhsa.org 

Like us on FB: North Dakota Home School Association   Visit us at: 

www.ndhsa.org  Instagram link:  https://www.instagram.com/ndhsassociation/ 
 

North Dakota Home School Hall of Fame Inductees 

2014   Rev. Clinton & Judi Birst, Mark & Lynette Dagley, Dr. Ray & Rita Larsen,                       

 Gerald & Sheryl Lund 

2015   Neil and Chris Toman, Dr. Grael Gannon, Rev. Edward and Sue Huntington 

2016   Michael Farris J.D., Rev. Thomas & Peggy Patzer 

2017   Bill & Gail Biby, Morris & Jackie Conklin, Allen & Barb Entzel 

2018   Linus & Anna Evinger 

2019   Dr. Brian Ray, the Sack-Headed Anonymous HSer 

2020   Leroy and Ann Nelson, Greg Lange, esq. 
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This job has been GIVEN to me to do.  

Therefore, it is a gift.  

Therefore, it is a privilege.  

Therefore, it is to be done gladly,   

           if it is done for Him.  

Here, not somewhere else,  

           I may learn God’s way.  

In this job, not in some other,                 

           God looks for faithfulness. 

w w w . n d h s a . o r g 
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