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Cool  winds . . .fa l l ing leaves . . .pumpkin spiced

everything . . .Fal l  is  here !  And with i t ,  a whole

new school  year .  Maybe you ’re l ike me and

you have looked at a l l  the “Back to School ”

posts on facebook with a l i t t le bit  of  envy .

Perhaps you have had a few thoughts f lutter

through your brain about how much easier

l i fe would be i f  you sent your k ids to school

every day l ike a l l  the “sane ”  parents out

there .  I  am here to te l l  you :  That picture you

have in your head of l imit less and

uninterrupted days at home or work and your

k ids at school?  I t 's a l l  an i l lus ion .

The steadfast love of the 

Lord never ceases;

his mercies never come to an end;

they are new every morning;

    great is your faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:22-23
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Memberships, donations and convention income

is what keeps the NDHSA in operation.  If God so

leads, a year-end gift would be greatly

appreciated and carefully used on behalf of ND

parent educators.

Yes, it's a
sacrifice.

But it's one
with much

fruit.

 For every moment of personal  freedom we gain by

sending our chi ldren away to school ,  we lose twice as

much ground with them in the way of re lat ionship ,  g iv ing

them our values ,  and exper iencing al l  the pleasures of

watching them learn .  Yes ,  i t ’s a sacr i f ice .  But i t ’s one with

much fru it .

As the seasons change ,  remember that each day is  a new

opportunity to love our chi ldren wel l .  We get a fresh start

every fa l l ,  every season ,  every morning .

Here 's to a fresh start  and a new season !

Your Cheer leader ,

Liz Buck ,  NDHSA Editor &  Off ice Administrator  

 

Seasons Change, cont.
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Board Column
Well I have closed the curtain of my “window” and come to you this month as a board member. The
transition to our new Office Administrator/Editor has been progressing very smoothly. I have great
confidence in Liz and know she will serve the homeschoolers of North Dakota with her whole heart!
What a privilege to again be her teacher! As she stated in her column last month, I was her piano teacher
when she was 6 years old. You just never know if the person you intersect with today may, in the future,
become a very important part of your life! I am always amazed how God does that!
The board will be having their annual retreat in early September and voting on a new prospective couple.
I am so excited at the younger board members God is raising up. I see their passion for homeschooling
and educational freedom is as strong as the pioneers. This is what we need to keep this movement going
forward and remaining vital.
As my generation of homeschool pioneers hands the reins over, just remember we are still here to offer
guidance and counsel as you continue. Let’s remember our roots and our history and continue to build
on that in the educating of our children and promotion of parental rights and freedom.

Theresa Deckert, NDHSA Board Member



"I love
tailoring my
children's

education to
their needs

and
personalities.

This gets
more fun,

and
challenging,
as they get

older."

Parent Profile:
Jana Biel, Walcott
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 What is your best advice for
homeschooling multiple ages of

kids?
 

I would say to give yourself grace if it feels like your
younger kiddos are getting a different looking

education than your first children. While you may
not have ability to do the same things, a family

provides amazing learning and growing
opportunities. Plus, you have learned what does
and does not work for your family and that is a

benefit.
 

What is your favorite part of
homeschooling?

I love tailoring my children's education to their
needs and personalities. This gets more fun, and
challenging, as they get older. (cont. next page)

Dan and Jana have been married 18 years. They
have six children - Aliya 14, Liev 12, Cedric 10, Boaz
7, Issachar 5, and Calvin 3.  She is a rockstar mom

and also just a very cool person to know.
 



Parent profile, cont.

What is the hardest part of homeschooling?
For me, the hardest part of homeschooling is saying no to all the opportunities and working

to finish what I have already said yes to. Praying for wisdom to manage this ship well.

 
Do you have a special Bible verse you use for your homeschool?

 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my

yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Not so much as a theme verse, but a beautiful picture and
reminder to me of how Christ cares for MY burdens, as a mom, as an educator, as a tired human.

Also a gentle reminder of how I should be, gentle and humble of heart.

What is/are your favorite book(s)?
I love all the books  I have read Love Comes Softly probably fifty times (my go to easy/comforting

read). I get many recommendations from junior high students and have recently loved reading the
Wingfeather Saga and The Ranger's Apprentice series.

 
What would a perfect day look like to you?

A perfect day would have the kids doing what they need to in a timely fashion without complaining, a
quiet afternoon, and either a movie night or maybe a game night.

A more selfish perfect day would be sleeping in, silence, productivity, and spicy snacks!
 

What do you hope your kids say about their homeschool
experience someday?

 When they look back, I truly hope the kids know that we worked hard to prepare them for the life
they were stepping into, spiritually and education wise. I also hope they know that we as parents

care about their individual interests and personalities.

We need each other!
Find a support group

near you at:
www.ndhsa.org

Click on "support groups"
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Send clipped labels for 

Box Tops for Education to:

Laurie Morstad

9175 80th St NE

Hampden, ND 58338

(Check expiration dates)

What is your favorite 

Back to School Supply?

Pretty folders, matching 
notebooks. 

New coffee cup and 
water bottle
-Kristy Rose

Erasable highlighters
-Lynn Jorda

The planner. It's a fresh start.

Nothing is kept from the

previous year and each

day is blank for us to fill up.

We can look back and see

our progress in the old. The new:

a whole new slate to create

and learn!

-Sarah Tijan

Foohy lava pencil sharpener. 
My favorite!
-Mari Hoverson

My favorite school supply is that year's teacher lesson
planner all filled out and completed for the school year. 

Then you can put a fork in me, cause I'm done...
-Kate Turnbow

Ticonderoga 
Pencils!

-Leah Peterson

New art supplies!
-Kimmy Ho

Search app for

"North Dakota

 Homeschool

Association" 

ID #959155
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elementary

Here at NDHSA, we often get questions from parents about curriculum choices for the littles. Many
times we advocate a “less is more” approach to schooling preschoolers. Play is a fundamental part of
learning in the early years. However, one curriculum I do often recommend to parents of younger
children is Five in a Row (the preschool version of this is called Before Five in a Row). Cathy Duffy says
this about Five in a Row: “The name Five in a Row reflects a key feature of most of these guides. Each
selected children's storybook is to be read in its entirety five days in a row. The guides then present
activities (academic, developmental, experiential, and relational) that are related to the story in some
way. Parents can choose among the activities to a certain extent, especially with children in preschool
and kindergarten...The overall approach is gentle and relational rather than heavily academic. The
activities in the lessons address the needs of children with different learning styles. They should be
especially good for wiggly, hands-on learners and for relational learners who thrive on personal
discussion and interaction.”
 Pinterest offers many enrichment activities you can use in conjunction with Five in a Row. 

You can’t hate a subject if your mind is engaged in it. So if a child says “I hate math,” I would try to figure out
what his mind is doing. For example, at the lower arithmetic levels, curriculums often spend too much time
with memorizing math facts. That is mindless and boring. So parents buy games to make memorizing less
boring. But that is still mindless, and it omits the understanding that engages the mind. And that
understanding is what helps to maintain interest and make higher math easier.
Daily life activities constantly use the math facts. “We need to return 5 library books and only 3 are here.”
Games are excellent for this too. Not a genre marketed as “educational games,” but the real old fashioned
kind are best. Counting, keeping score, following directions, and strategizing all contribute to arithmetic
thinking.
Dominoes and dice provide practice in seeing numbers as groups, or as two groups such as two rows of 3
make 6.
After enough experience like this, children know all the addition and subtraction facts up to totals of 12.
From that they can figure out many higher facts. 

Thoughts on Math Haters
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For instance, they know that 6 plus 6 is 12, so 6 plus 7
must be 13. For speed someday they can see the need

for memorizing the few facts that still elude them, but at
least they understand what’s happening because of their
understanding of the lower numbers. (See The Three R’s

at www.MottMedia.com)
The same principle of understanding applies to other

matters such as why we write a long division problem a
certain way. A thorough understanding in early arithmetic

pays big dividends for understanding higher math.
A child already brought to the “hate” point can benefit

from a recess from math for a few months or even a full
school year. With a new start he can tackle it with his

mind.
~Ruth Beechick (Printed with permission from "The Old

Schoolhouse Magazine"

Thoughts on Math Haters, cont.

High School
Are you aware that you can save thousands of dollars in college
costs by taking  CLEP exams? Students can earn college credits
for a wide variety of courses by taking and passing CLEP exams.

Go to www.collegeboard.org to learn more about CLEP
programs today!  
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Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director
701.535.1335  sand723627@gmail.com

 
LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator

701.880.6126  knight_publishing@hotmail.com
 

Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator
701.262.4446  kaplan@gondtc.com  

convention@ndhsa.org
 
 

Susan Huntington, Director
701.663.7858  sooznh@gmail.com

 
Jeff Deckert, Director  

Theresa Deckert, Director/East Region Support Group Coordinator
701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com  

Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
701.430.3978  bobjoerger79@gmail.com  pollywogmusic@gmail.com

 
Dave Buck, Director &

Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor
701.936.0356  david.buck16@gmail.com  office@ndhsa.org

 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three
persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the

inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of
faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore
condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man,

except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins,
His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death and sin, His

personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift
of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do.

 
NDHSA Statement of Purpose:

1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children 
according to Biblical principles.

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the
Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home education.

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to
the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this corporation.

 



For everything there is
a season, and a time for
every purpose under
heaven

Ecclesiates 3:1


