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The steadfast love of the 

Lord never ceases;

his mercies never come to an end;

they are new every morning;

    great is your faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:22-23
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As I sit here in my office writing this, I am fresh off
one of the scariest experiences of my life. August
and the beginning of September were plagued
(literally!) with Covid for all five of us in our
family. Slowly it worked its way through our
family members, one after another, making us
miserable and prolonging quarantine by weeks and
weeks. Finally, it felt as though we were in the
clear. Everyone was relatively healthy. My
husband, who had been sickest of all, even said he
was beginning to feel somewhat “normal.”
Saturday the 18th of September he woke up with a
bad pain in his leg and could hardly walk. There
was no heat or swelling on his leg, but we figured
we needed to get it checked to be sure. Later that
day we were informed he had a DVT (deep vein
thrombosis) in his leg that would need to be
monitored closely. They sent us home with blood
thinners and instructions on when to head to the
emergency room. Sunday came, and he seemed a
little more tired than usual. By Sunday afternoon
he kept complaining of pain on his shoulder and
side, which we attributed to his sleeping position. I
called the doctor to be sure. He cut me off mid-
sentence and told me to immediately head to the
ER. 

 

All Things by Elizabeth Buck, Editor



Once we got there, they separated us at the door as we had
recently had Covid, and I was unable to be with him. From
his room in the ER, he was able to text me and tell me in
the waiting room that it was very serious, and he had some
large and very scary pulmonary embolisms. Because God is
good, and his people are good, I was able to go be with him
before they took him into isolation. We prayed together
and spent time talking about all the “what ifs.” I simply
had to walk out of that door trusting God with what I held
most dear on this earth, and leave everything in his hands.
Through all of the weeks leading up to this moment, and
even now afterwards, I kept hearing the voice of God in my
Spirit ask me, “Do you really believe I work ALL things for
good for those that love me?” I had to admit, I did not. His
gentle questioning of me made me realize I needed to re-
evaluate and realize he works ALL things for good for
us...not just those things that feel good or are overtly good.

My husband is now home, and we are continuing to treat his embolisms (which have
shrunk somewhat) at home. It is a lesson on trusting God completely, and keeping
our eyes fixed on Him who keeps our minds in perfect peace. I would appreciate your
prayers for our family, and for all of us facing trials right now (and there are many of
us)...that we would embrace the truth that he works ALL things for good for those
that trust him.

All things, cont..

THE ECLECTIC   PAGE 2

Homeschooling Every Age:

Do you really
believe I work
ALL things 

for good for
those

who love me?

High School
A wise veteran mom told me long ago when I first started that you gotta decide which
subjects are going to be hands on and which will be hands off (this actually goes for ALL
grades, but even more for high school).
That means that you will NOT be teaching your high schooler the same way you did an
elementary student (if you want to keep your sanity and help them grow!) The independence
given to high school homeschoolers should always be married with a healthy dose of
accountability, and that can look like many things depending on your structure. 
Don't get caught up in the "I have to be just like Mr. Johnson who taught me biology in high
school" while being "Ms. Schmidt who was my favorite algebra teacher" while simultaneously
being "Mr. Jones who was the best English teacher EVER!" Don't do that because you DON'T
NEED TO. You will not and your kids don't need you to do that to THRIVE in their
education!

By: Kathy Miller



 and daughter, Audrey, 2 years. He is currently a senior pastor at the Elwood

Indiana Church of the Nazarene. His wife, Daniella, has a teaching degree in

Spanish and English from Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU) and teaches English

as a second language and is a Professor at IWU teaching English. Caleb is soon to

be 27, married to Emmery, they have a son Titus, 3 months. He is an Angus beef

rancher and a marketing specialist for his grass-fed beef! He has a degree from

Bismarck State College in Agri-Business. His wife, Emmery, has a Government

degree from Patrick Henry College and is a policy lobbyist for Farm Bureau and a

grain farmer. John is 25, single, homeowner, has a German Shepherd named

Tasha, and manages Total Clean commercial accounts in Jamestown, ND, and is a

dedicated weekly sound man for his church! Marissa is 23, married to Joseph, they

have three children, son Edwin, 4 years, daughter, River, 2 years, son Elias, 9

months. She is a stay-at-home influencer of little lives, and her husband, Joseph,

works at Butler. Cecelia is 22 and working for a public school in the cafeteria. Cody

is 22, newly married to Colvin! She is a registered nurse, graduating from

University of Mary December 2021. He is a senior at University of Mary, with a

double major in Business Communications and Media Production. He will graduate

spring of 2022. He currently works at Halberstadt’s and Door Dashes in any spare

moment! Brady is 14, a freshman in high school at our homeschool, and is a

participant in Classical Conversations Challenge 1 in Bismarck. My husband, Blaine,

and I have been married for 30 years. I am currently working as an Administrative

Assistant in the Appraisal Department for Dakota Community Bank in Bismarck

and as an interim Lay Pastor for our church. My husband is a Beef Rancher and a

Crop Insurance Adjuster for Rain and Hail Insurance Company.

Parent Profile:

Joy Mehlhoff, 
Bismarck
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We have seven children. We

have graduated six of them

so far from our homeschool.

And, just a fun fact… all of

their spouses are also

homeschool graduates! Matt

is 29, married to Daniella,

they have a son,  Avery, 4

years,



Parent profile, cont.

What is your best advice for someone just starting their
homeschooling journey?

My advice to someone just starting out on their homeschooling journey is to understand that
younger children first of all were created by God to believe everything their parents say. Then, as
they grow older, they were created to challenge everything their parents say! So if we keep that in
mind… we can make it for the long haul. Just because our kids “change”, doesn’t mean that God
won’t equip us to teach and guide them in the questioning and challenging stages. I have learned
to embrace that time as a beautiful treasure that I get to participate in with my child! I am
privileged to guide them through the “arguing” and always bring them back to God’s word. There
is never an age or stage that our kids get to that we are not able to homeschool. God gave us
everything we need to accomplish it well all of the way through high school graduation! Secondly,
younger children were not created to give output from what they are learning. They were made
to soak everything up! For example, if we demand answers and recall to math facts and then feel
frustrated that they aren’t “getting it”… we need to remember that they aren’t ready to give those
answers until age 11 or 12. We can relax in the elementary years and just be content to put all of
the “input” into their little minds. We can’t judge if they are “getting it” until they have had time for
the information to settle in and their brains to process it when they are older. Let the “output”
come later! This relieves the pressure on both the parents and the kids!

What is your dream vacation? 
Good question… when our kids were young, my husband would book me a hotel room for a couple
of nights to go and read and rest. BUT! It never failed that I would get there, fall on the bed and
sleep (no matter the time of day. Wake up, eat, go back to sleep… repeat). I wouldn’t get any books
read because my body was in complete LET DOWN mode! When our duties and responsibilities
are relieved, our bodies finally have permission to get the rest we truly need! So, my dream
vacation… as an introvert mom, is to be alone in a nice quiet place, some trees and a lake, and lots
of sleep.
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Affiliates



Notice about changes to NDHSA Membership,
advertising and subscriptions

Parent profile, cont.

There is never

an age or stage

that our kids

get to that we

are not able to

homeschool.

You are given $10,000 to spend
on anything education related. 

What do you spend it on?
 I would now spend it on purchasing homeschool curriculum
for all of my grandchildren for all of their school years! That
way, their parents (my children) would never have the
financial burden of the books/supplies. (I am a classical
homeschooler… so that’s what I would get them!)

Do you have a key bible verse for
your homeschool? 

Proverbs 16:21, The wise in heart are called discerning, and
pleasant words promote instruction. This was for me mostly! If my

words are pleasant instruction will happen! 

What is one thing you have seen change in yourself through
your years of homeschooling? 

 Because we had a large family, my first and only goal was to use resources and materials that
would teach them all together. But, I realized that that really was not a good goal all of the time.

Even when you have a bigger family, doing individual coursework can work very well if you manage
it right. I have also become much more humble. I was very independent and cocky when I started
out! I have realized how much I need other moms and families around us to encourage, enrich,

give me honest input and keep me accountable!
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Beginning January 1, 2022 the NDHSA annual membership fee will increase from
$35/year to $45/year.

We will no longer be providing hard copies of the newsletter for free. If you wish to have
a physical copy of the newsletter, contact me at ebuckndhsa@gmail.com It will cost $50

per year to have all of the newsletters sent to you. For those of you who were receiving
copies of the newsletter by mail, we will continue to do this until your membership

expires for the year.  
If you are interested in purchasing advertising space in the e-newsletter for your

business, please email me at ebuckndhsa@gmail.com or call 701-936-0356.

mailto:ebuckndhsa@gmail.com
mailto:ebuckndhsa@gmail.com


You win $10,000 to spend on

anything related to your

homeschool.  What do you

buy?

Send clipped labels for 

Box Tops for Education to:

Laurie Morstad

9175 80th St NE

Hampden, ND 58338

(Check expiration dates)

Search app for

"North Dakota

 Homeschool

Association" 

ID #959155
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Memberships, donations and convention income is

what keeps the NDHSA in operation.  If God so leads,

a year-end gift would be greatly appreciated and

carefully used on behalf of ND parent educators.

Computers or science

tech.  Or a trip to the

east coast for founding

fathers learning

-Rachel Hill Cunningham

Field trip

to The Ark

and 

Creation

Museum! 

-Kami Olson

A telescope!
-Donna Hunter

A large, heated indoor space 
to allow my daughter to move

around in the winter months.
Lacie McKindle

Books of course!
-Dawn Opdahl

Lego education sets!
-Shanice Bailey

Getting our
school 

room complete.
-Cassie Campbell

Upgrade school laptops, a better printer, 
shelving to better organize what I have.

-Bev Ebert

Creating my

school room!!!

A space just for

education would

be a dream come

true.

-Hallie Reilly



 
GRAY, Tenn. - Sept. 7, 2021 - PRLog -- A lot can be done with $15,240. That’s the average
amount taxpayers spend per public school pupil annually (NHERI). As public schools go
“woke,” it’s a price tag that’s increasingly hard to accept. These taxpayer dollars pay the

salary of the teacher who is encouraging students to pledge allegiance to the rainbow flag
in California. It’s money used in schools coast to coast to implement extreme ideas such as
critical race theory and gender identity ideologies into public school curriculum. But when

a Rhode Island parent repeatedly requested to review a school district’s instructional
materials, she learned a shocking lesson when a teacher’s union sued her. Parents and

taxpayers alike are alarmed at these trends.
“Children belong to their parents, not to the state. Of course, parents should approve of and

know what their children are learning. That is becoming increasingly problematic with
today’s public schools however,” says Gena Suarez, publisher of The Old Schoolhouse®
Magazine. “Homeschool is the answer. Teaching children at home gives parents total

control and knowledge of what their children are learning. The outrageous matter being
pushed in public schools is one of the reasons the homeschooling community is

welcoming new families in droves.”
New homeschooling parents can look to The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, a publication
with an enduring twenty-year history, for a treasure of reliable advice and inspiration as

they commence their children’s home education. Knowledge, help, and reassurance from
seasoned home educators are delivered inside each issue. Quarterly publishing keeps

parents encouraged all year long. The Fall 2021 issue is shipping now in limited quantities
and can be ordered through The Old Schoolhouse® Homeschool Store.

“New homeschooling parents need reliable support,” adds Suarez. “The Old Schoolhouse®
Magazine is committed to provide that care for this rising generation of home educators

who have decided to take control of their children’s education.”
About The Old Schoolhouse®

The Old Schoolhouse® (www.TheOldSchoolhouse.com) is a privately held corporation that publishes the industry-leading
homeschool education print magazine, The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, as well as hundreds of books and planning

support tools for homeschooling families. SchoolhouseTeachers.com, a division of The Old Schoolhouse®, supports over
9,000 member families with more than 400 courses for preschool through high school, as well as educational videos, World

Book Online, transcripts, report cards, planning tools, and recordkeeping. Established in 2001, The Old Schoolhouse® is
focused on providing high-quality, encouraging, affordable solutions for homeschooling families.

Paul and Gena Suarez
The Old Schoolhouse®

+1 888-718-4663
publisher@theoldschoolhouse.com

 

THE ECLECTIC PAGE 6

What’s Being Taught at School?
Parents know the answer when school is home.

 

https://www.prlog.org/
https://www.theoldschoolhouse.com/
https://www.theoldschoolhouse.com/product/fall-2021-print-issue/
http://www.theoldschoolhouse.com/
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Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director

701.535.1335  sand723627@gmail.com

 

LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator

701.880.6126  knight_publishing@hotmail.com

 

Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator

701.262.4446  kaplan@gondtc.com  
convention@ndhsa.org

 
 

Jeff Deckert, Director  

Theresa Deckert, Director/East Region Support Group Coordinator

701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com  

 

Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors

701.430.3978  bobjoerger79@gmail.com  pollywogmusic@gmail.com

 

Dave Buck, Director &

Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor

701.936.0356  david.buck16@gmail.com  office@ndhsa.org

 

Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors

701.840.3257  701.840.7818

Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com  nursemommy24@yahoo.com
 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three

persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the
inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of

faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and
therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and

fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross
for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death
and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we

accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by
any works we can do.

 
NDHSA Statement of Purpose:

1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children 
according to Biblical principles.

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to
the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home education.

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial
to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this corporation.

 


