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by Elizabeth
Buck, Editor
The steadfast
love of the
I remember a long-ago play date when we were
Lord never ceases;
first starting our homeschool journey. One mom,
his mercies
to an end; asked
after
she foundnever
out wecome
were homeschooling,
me, they
“Do you
for that?”
The question
arehave
newtime
every
morning;
caught me off guard, and I wasn’t sure how to
great is your faithfulness.
answer it. When I contemplated it later, I realized
Lamentations
the reason
it was difficult3:22-23
for me to answer was

because homeschooling was not something I tried
to fit into my day like exercise, taking my vitamins
or grocery shopping. It was our family’s lifestyle
choice. It permeated every facet of what we did, so
that even while we are going about the mundane of
life, we were having opportunities to grow closer as
a family and grow closer to Him.
I would encourage all of you to make a mission
statement for your homeschool. Ours has been this,
“To bring us closer in relationship with one
another and closer in relationship to Him.”
Anytime I have been unsure of a decision I have
needed to make, I refer back to my mission
statement and ask if the choice will bring us in
closer alignment with those goals, or further away
from them. There are many good things we can fill
our homeschool with. Let’s focus on the best
things. (Cont. next page)

What's your Mission?, cont.
Charles H. Spurgeon once said, “The best education is
education in the best things.”
We graduated my oldest son from our homeschool this
weekend. As I have reflected on our homeschooling
journey in preparation for his ceremony, I pray we
were able to focus on the best things more often than
not. Now that I have made it to the finish line with one
of my children, I want to encourage those of you who
are just starting out that you can do it, you really can!

The best
education is
education in
the best
things."
-Charles H.
Spurgeon

2022 NDHSA Convention
Northview Church, Fargo, ND

March 10-12, 2022
We have a number of scholarships
available to anyone who would like to
become a member of NDHSA for a year.
Email me at ebuckndhsa@gmail.com
to inquire.
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Lisa Olson
Parent Profile:

Chris and Lisa Olson, Fargo, have
been married for 20 years. They
have six children (Noah 18, Isaac
16, Sophia 14, Lily 12, Olivia 7,
Penelope 2).

What is the most challenging part of homeschooling?

The most challenging part of homeschooling is possibly getting everything done with
a baby or toddler. Lots of disruptions makes it harder to finish in a more reasonable
time. Having some different boxes of toys does help though.

What is the most rewarding part of homeschooling?

My favorite part of homeschooling is being home with all my kids. Even though
things aren’t perfect, we have time to bond more, talk, share life, and share stories. (I
love doing read alouds with my kids.) There are so many reasons that I love
homeschooling.

Who is someone you are most thankful for when it comes to
your homeschooling journey?

There have been lots of people both personally that I know and also people
professionally in the homeschool world that have impacted us. I probably am the
most thankful for Sonya Schaefer of Simply Charlotte Mason. She taught me a lot
early on with organizing my day, schooling kids together at the same time, creating a
love of learning, using good literature, etc. She has classes and books that were
helpful, along with curriculum that we have used and found so helpful as well.

What would a perfect day look like to you?

A perfect day would probably be going to Disney World with my family. It really is
the happiest place on earth.

What is your favorite book?

One of my favorite books is Haroun and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie. I read
this in college for a literary analysis class and, although it is a young adult book, I
just loved his descriptive language and the wonderful story he wove.
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From the Board

Remember us as you do
your Christmas Shopping!
Search for "North Dakota
Homeschool Association"

set ai liff A

Dan and Wendi Johnston are
our newest NDHSA board
members. They live in rural
Kathryn, where they run a
small family farm. They are
currently homeschooling 5 of
their children having already
graduated 3. If they could give
any advice to new homeschool
parents it would be to slow
down and breathe; not
everyday will go smoothly. It is
ok to take a day off to have fun,
besides not all education comes
from a book.

Would you like to promote your
business and support NDHSA at
the same time? Consider becoming
a sponsor of the NDHSA
convention! You do not need to be
an attendee at the convention and
we have several sponsorship
packages available. Contact Karol at
701-262-4446 or
convention@ndhsa.org

If you have a facility that has been extra gracious to your homeschool co-op
or support group, we want to know! A personalized thank you will be sent
to them on behalf of NDHSA.
Notice about changes to NDHSA
Membership, advertising and
subscriptions

Beginning January 1, 2022 the NDHSA annual membership fee will
increase from $35/year to $45/year.
We will no longer be providing hard copies of the newsletter for
free. If you wish to have a physical copy of the newsletter, contact
me at ebuckndhsa@gmail.com It will cost $50 per year to have all
of the newsletters sent to you. For those of you who were receiving
copies of the newsletter by mail, we will continue to do this until
your membership expires for the year.
If you are interested in purchasing advertising space in the enewsletter for your business, please email me at
ebuckndhsa@gmail.com or call 701-936-0356.
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I am so thankful I truly KNOW my
children and their hearts! I wouldn't
get that same type of relationship if
they were away every day.
-Sarah Vearrier

I'm thankful for
the flexibility to
go at our own
pace
-Abri Dubbe
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Covid! It gave me the
courage to try!
-Marie Daniella Stewart

Who or what are you most
thankful for when it comes
to your homeschooling journey?

The encouragement from my

Thankful for all
sister who listened to me and answered
the veteran
all my texts and checked up on us often
homeschoolers
to ensure we were still alive.
who paved the
I was stubborn and didn't start
way for next
[homeschooling] until 6th and 10th grade.
generations
- Tanya McKelvey Schoessow
-Donna Hunter

I'm most thankful to
my mom, for
homeschooling me in
the first place, her
example and sacrifice,
and her willingness to
be involved now in
helping me with my
kids; and to my
husband, for his
unwavering support
and trust in my ability
to educate our
children.
-Joy Fahn

Memberships, donations and convention income is
what keeps the NDHSA in operation. If God so leads,
a year-end gift would be greatly appreciated and
carefully used on behalf of ND parent educators.
Send clipped labels for
Box Tops for Education to:
Laurie Morstad
9175 80th St NE
Hampden, ND 58338
(Check expiration dates)

Search app for
"North Dakota
Homeschool
Association"
ID #959155

Hey Mama,
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No problem is too big for Him!

Hey, Mama, this trial is a deep one. But never again believe it cannot be cured. The Lord
God is the Great Physician over everything—our bodies, our hearts, everything we have. He is bigger.
The pit may be enormous, but He can reach down with ease and pluck us out. Look at this Scripture in
Psalm 34:
Verse 4: "I sought the LORD and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears."
See that, Mama? He will deliver you from all that you are fearing right now.
How? By you seeking Him right now.
Verse 5: "They looked unto Him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed."
Lightened—don’t you love that word? When things are heavy or dark, looking at His face will change
ours! We don’t have to be ashamed because of guilt that tries to make us feel inadequate in these times.
Verse 6: "This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his
troubles."
Cry out to the only One who truly hears you, Mama. The only One who can save
you from all your troubles. His timing, Mama. Not ours. Faith means to wait on Him. Believe on Him.
Obey Him. Read His Word. Know what it says and means...then do it.
Put your faith into action with obedience. No problem is too big for Him. He is building character in all
of us who are His,
and Mama, joy comes in the morning.

Gena

In Christ,

Publishers Paul and Gena Suarez, who reside in eastern Tennessee with their family, have homeschooled their seven childre
since 1990. They embrace and promote the Biblical philosophy that "homeschooling" is not so much about
schooling/education as it is about discipleship—bringing up our children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Eph
6:4). The Suarez family wishes to share this vision around the world as they publish the trade magazine for homeschool
families, The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine. They can be
reached at publisher@TheOldSchoolhouse.com. Copyright 2021, The Old Schoolhouse®. Used with permission. All rights
reserved by the Author. Originally appeared in the Fall 2021 issue of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, the trade publication
for homeschool moms. Read The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine free at
www.TOSMagazine.com, or download the free reader apps at www.TOSApps.com for mobile
devices. Read the STORY of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine and how it came to be.

NDHSA Statement of Faith:

We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three
persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the
inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of
faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and
therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross
for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death
and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we
accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by
any works we can do.

NDHSA Statement of Purpose:

1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children
according to Biblical principles.
2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to
the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home education.

NDHSA Board

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial
to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this corporation.
Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director
701.535.1335 sand723627@gmail.com

LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator
701.880.6126 knight_publishing@hotmail.com

Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator
701.262.4446 kaplan@gondtc.com
convention@ndhsa.org

Jeff Deckert, Director
Theresa Deckert, Director/East Region Support Group Coordinator
701.662.4790 jntdeck@gondtc.com
Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
701.430.3978 bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com
Dave Buck, Director &
Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor
701.936.0356 david.buck16@gmail.com office@ndhsa.org
Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors
701.840.3257 701.840.7818
Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com nursemommy24@yahoo.com

