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ADVENT:  HOPE  IS  HERE

O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
-O come, O come, Emmanuel

As I write this, I am a couple of days out from a funeral I
did not want to attend. A young man from our
community, a husband and father, died of complications
related to Covid. His wife is my dear friend. We prayed
for complete healing for him, which didn’t come this side
of heaven. We are sad. But we are not without hope. 

Isn’t that what Advent is all about? Hope. And this
hope isn’t something that will come in the future
(although those of us in Christ can look forward to a
glorious future!), it is here now, in the present. It is
here with us in Covid, in financial struggles, in
family discord. It is here right now, at the point of
whatever is your greatest need. It disperses the
gloomy clouds of night and puts to flight death’s
dark shadows.
My middle son and I were studying latin vocabulary
recently and realized the definition for the latin word
“Adventus” (from which we get “Advent”) means
arrival or coming. This advent season, let’s prepare
our hearts for his arrival, his coming...and embrace
the hope that is with us right now.
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INTRODUCING:  SARAH  PETERS
 

 so he could school from home. Sarah is a strong believer that every child should have the
opportunity to be homeschooled. Sarah loves camping with her family, pedal biking, and
spending time in the mountains. She played collegiate volleyball and still loves spending time on
the volleyball court. Sarah is originally from northern Minnesota, and has spent time in the
Pacific Northwest. She has learned how to 4*4 on the prairie trails of North Dakota, and that just
about anything can be a topic for a school lesson!

We are thrilled to introduce Sarah Peters as a regular contributor to The Eclectic! She will be writing feature articles on a

number of different topics that will appeal to a wide range of homeschooling parents.  Check out her debut article in this

issue about how her famiy uses Fort Stevenson as prime education time!

Sarah is the homeschool mom of all boys! There is
never a dull moment in the house, from lessons in the
dirt with plastic trucks to squishy textures in plastic
buckets inside the house! She has a bachelor’s degree in
English Literature and a second B.A. in English Writing
with a Business minor and a Bible minor. 
Sarah has also done training for TEFL (Teaching English
as a Foreign Language Training) and has an M.A. in
Government with certificates in Middle Eastern Politics
and International Politics. One of Sarah’s sons was born
with Cornelia de Lange Syndrome, and she worked to find
creative solutions and advocate for her son, 
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Although, the local school administration did eventually work out a system for students to
complete their schoolwork from home, Stephanie found herself overwhelmed by the lack of
parental support from school officials and coping with the seemingly never-ending Zoom
meetings with teachers. 
 Early 2020 had already been extraordinarily stressful for Stephanie and her husband as they
welcomed premature twins in January who required care in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
(NICU) for several weeks. Then, within a short time of their release from the NICU, first one
twin and then the other were hospitalized again with the Respiratory Syncytial Virus. It was  a
challenge, to say the least, for Stephanie and Lexi to finish the school year. 
 

Written by 
Crystal Niehoff

This is a tale of how one grandmother refused to let
distance keep her from making an impact in the life of
her granddaughter through home education. 
When the pandemic shut down schools across the
United States in the spring of 2020, my oldest daughter,
Stephanie, like many parents, unexpectedly found
herself thrust overnight into educating her daughter,
Lexi, at home. 

ALWAYS RESPECT YOUR GRANDCHILD’S PARENTS
AND THEIR PLACE OF AUTHORITY IN HIS OR HER
LIFE. THIS WILL GO FAR IN NURTURING A PEACEFUL
AND RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIP AMONG
EVERYONE, AND YOUR RELATIONSHIPS WILL GROW
CLOSER AS A RESULT. 

 Homeschooling a
Grandchild 
from Over a

Thousand Miles
Away 

 



 Over the summer, their local school district announced a mask mandate for students as they
returned to the classrooms that fall. Lexi struggles with asthma, which is aggravated by the extended
use of a mask. Stephanie, though caring for premature twins and coping with her own health issues,
decided it was in her daughter’s best interest to be homeschooled. But Stephanie found herself
wondering how she could possibly keep up with Lexi’s academics on top of myriad other demands. 
 My husband, Kevin, is an active-duty army chaplain, and our family is stationed several states away
from our two oldest daughters and their families. My grandmother’s heart desperately prayed for a
way to help long-distance. One night, as I was pouring my heart out to my husband, he asked if it
would be possible for me to homeschool our granddaughter online. At first, I was doubtful. How would
I oversee her curriculum, create daily assignments, grade her work, and keep records? However, Lexi
was ten, and many schools were holding virtual classes for kids even younger than she, so I decided,
"If there’s a will, there’s a way!" 
 Upon sharing Kevin’s idea with Stephanie, she was thrilled! My daughter, herself, was homeschooled
and always wanted that for her own children, but many obstacles made it seem like an impossible
dream. Now she had a way, and I was grateful to be able to contribute in some small way. 

  How We Do It 
 First, my daughter and I worked together to create a plan. I felt it was important to communicate to
Stephanie that I recognize that she is the parent, not I, and that I am supporting her and will follow
her lead. We then searched for a curriculum that would work for me to oversee virtually but met my
daughter’s spiritual and academic goals for Lexi. Next, we developed a schedule and school calendar,
and mutually decided on how to keep records and communicate assignments. When we run into
kinks, my daughter and I work them out together, but she always has the final say on changes to
Lexi’s routine or curriculum.
 Lexi and I mainly use a video chat app to talk when she needs help with her assignments. Stephanie
answers many of Lexi’s questions herself now that she has more time to devote to homeschooling.
However, Lexi and I enjoy working together on her schoolwork, so I am still very much involved, and
our relationship has grown even closer than ever before. 

  A Word of Advice 
 One word of advice to other homeschooling grandmothers is to think of your role like this— as a
grandmother, you are in a supporting role as your grandchild’s homeschool teacher; your grandchild’s
parents are the principal and vice principal. Always respect your grandchild’s parents and their place
of authority in his or her life. This will go far in nurturing a peaceful and respectful relationship among
everyone, and your relationships will grow closer as a result. 
 "The aged women, likewise, that they be in behavior as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to
much wine, teachers of good things; that they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed." (Titus 2:1–5 KJV) 

About Crystal 
 Crystal Niehoff is an army chaplain’s wife, mother of five, and grandmother to five. In 2000, Crystal and her family began their homeschooling journey, which Crystal now
continues with her oldest granddaughter, Lexi. Previously a child welfare worker and former owner and CEO of Army Wife Network, Crystal is a staff member for The Old

Schoolhouse®, additionally holding certifications as a birth and bereavement doula and chaplain. Their family is currently stationed in Columbia, South Carolina. 
Copyright 2021, The Old Schoolhouse®. Used with permission. All rights reserved by the  Author. Originally appeared in the Summer 2021 issue of The Old Schoolhouse®

Magazine, the trade publication for homeschool moms. Read The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine free at  www.TOSMagazine.com, or download the free reader apps at
www.TOSApps.com for mobile  devices. Read the STORY of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine and how it came to be.



Would you like to promote your business and support NDHSA at the
same time? Consider becoming a sponsor of the NDHSA convention!

You do not need to be an attendee at the convention and we have
several sponsorship packages available. Contact Karol at 

701-262-4446 or convention@ndhsa.org

Parent Profile:Summer Peterson
Summer Peterson and
her husband, Darren have
been married for 23
years, and have 3
children. Rebekah (17) is
a junior, TC (15) is a
freshman, and Savannah
(10), is a 5th grader. They
have always
homeschooled and live in
rural New Leipzig, ND.

What is your favorite thing about homeschooling?
My favorite thing about homeschooling is the flexibility. My family is all quite passionate
about competing in rodeo events, so homeschooling allows us to travel to not only those

events, but also take extended educational trips. We've been to Civil War battlefields,
fantastic museums, and spectacular nature preserves. It also allows me to work part-time as
a herbalist, help my husband on the ranch, and allows my teens to run their own part-time

businesses.

What is the most difficult thing about homeschooling?
The most difficult thing about homeschooling is also the flexibility! When you are home all

the time, it is very tempting to let phone calls, e-mails, helping neighbors, and ranch
projects to come before school time because you justify putting it off until later. So, if you

see my kids riding horses while reading a history book, it's because we're behind in our
school work!

 
 

What is your favorite book?
I love books! Asking me to pick a favorite is like asking me to stop eating chocolate at just

one piece! I love reading the Psalms. I also love historical fiction. "Johnny Tremain", "Island
of the Blue Dolphins", and "Pride and Prejudice" are a few of my favorites.



What is one activity you do in your family to celebrate the
Christmas season?

We don't really have "traditions" in our house for Christmas. However, I try to do a different
activity each year to help keep the magic in the season, and our focus on Christ. We have

caroled at the neighbors, delivered treats, done Advent devotions, etc.

Parent Profile, cont.
What is your favorite curriculum and why?

We have used "My Father's World" for most of my children's younger years, because I love the fun
projects and the whole family learning style. I get bored easily, so the drama, experiments, and

projects help keep me on track! I also love Berean Builder's sciences because they enforce each lesson
with an experiment. I've really appreciated the methodical approach of Video Text math for my high

schoolers. AND...there is nothing like a good book!

Remember us as you do 
your Christmas Shopping!
Search for "North Dakota 
Homeschool Association"

 

 My children and I always find a good book fun to read
at home, but when it comes to planning a homeschool
day away from the comfy reading chair, we found a few
fun ways to burn off some energy, learn to enjoy nature,
and have a good time as a family. Fort Stevenson State

Park near Garrison, has been a favorite of ours! Our
annual $35 pass gets many uses each year! One of the
activities we enjoy is our “Annual Mighty Men of Valor

Fat Tire Biking” during the early fall. Each year, we
dedicate a day as a “back to school fieldtrip day”. It is an
annual event my children look forward too, after getting

our books delivered and unboxed and our school
clothes together. Then, we have a day where we take a
nature topic and experience and do, physical activity

education and mental education.
 
 

Finding Fun, Frolicking at Fort Stevenson
by: Sarah Peters

cont. next page



 In the early to late fall, Fort Stevenson has a game room you can
frequent to play foosball or games like: giant jenga, giant checkers,

or bocce ball, all available to rent for no charge. While some
children are playing the board games, bring an animal finger

puppet along and do a lesson on migrating butterflies. Early on in
homeschooling, I picked up a yellow swallowtail butterfly puppet
and proceeded to have a workout, a lesson, and a fun drama for
the 2-3 year olds, all in the course of 30 minutes, while the 1-3
graders were doing a lapbook on butterflies. My children still

clamor to play “puppets” at home! Fort Stevenson is replete with
many events throughout the year for children, check out the
website, Fort Stevenson State Park | North Dakota Parks and

Recreation for up-to-date information.
 With winter approaching, the snow swirling as I write this, you can

still fat tire bike at Fort Stevenson, or bring your snowshoes and
meander out and turn it into a small nature trip and wait for a

lesson until you arrive home. My kids’ favorite was discussing what
they learned while we served hot chocolate and marshmallows.

One of our favorite animals to discuss was the owl and the prairie
dog. They named the prairie dog mounds there “Prairie Dog Land” 

 and we made up our song about it. And, there’s nothing like a moonlit walk when the temperatures won’t
freeze the moist air in your nose. If you like the outdoors and the opportunity to walk or bike trails, stop
every so often and take out a science book and teach a small concept (2-3 minutes), then pack things up
and keep hiking and do this for 4-5 stations. My active boys love the active learning for their bodies, while

keeping their active minds going. Fort Stevenson is a HOOT!
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d This is the month that we are reminded to count our blessings

and give thanks to the Lord above. Have you started counting
the blessings your family has received through homeschooling?

We'd like to encourage you to consider how God has blessed
your family through your homeschooling journey. NDHSA is

blessed to serve the North Dakota homeschooling community
and hopes to be a blessing to your family as well. We

encourage you to make plans to attend the 2022 convention in
Fargo, ND. Please check out this article, "Homeschooling Is a

Blessing," and count down some of the top reasons why
homeschooling is a blessing to the whole family. 

Bob and Melanie Joerger
 

https://www.parkrec.nd.gov/fort-stevenson-state-park
https://thesuccessfulhomeschool.com/homeschooling-is-such-a-blessing/


What is something you
do with your family to

make the Christmas
season special? 

Every year I wrap 25 Christmas/winter themed picture
books and we open and read 1 each day until Christmas.

On Christmas Eve they get to open 1 gift (always
pajamas) and then we bundle up, make popcorn and hot
chocolate and drive around looking at Christmas lights.

-Dawn Opdahl
 

Every year my

husband and 3

sons have the

great honor of

placing wreaths

on my

grandfather's(

and many others)

grave at

Veteran's

Memorial

Cemetery. It is

something we love

doing as a family

every year in

December.

-Lisa Rhodes

Instead of 8 siblings buying a gift for this sister or that brother we limited the number of gifts in a way and
still let them be the great givers that they are by the traditional drawing of names. They would begin

thinking of what amazing thing they could give. We always play a guessing game to exchange the gift on
Christmas morning. We would basically play guess who. Does your person play violin? We try to go around

the circle until everyone asks a question. Does your person have long hair. It really helped to have 5 girls
and three boys. Kids got good at making it last a long time. The person who was correct was the next in line

to be asked questions. They would give each other the best and most thoughtful gifts and everyone was
thankful for hand made or bought gifts. Sometimes someone got an iPod and some got a sweater and hat
but it didn’t matter who got what. It was most fun to keep “your person” a secret until that day. Now that
we have a son-in-law and a daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law to be they all decided this year to be

included in it. It’s so much fun!! I can’t wait to see what they think of this year. Kevin and I let this be their
main gift and would give some small gifts in their stockings from us or Santa (wink-wink). It was a huge

way to make Christmas less about all the gifts to buy and concentrate on one.
-Stephanie Blazek

 

We keep one of the
traditions of my Polish

side of the family by
sharing the Oplatki
wafers at dinner on
Christmas Eve. Each

person receives a wafer
and then we share it
with each other from

the oldest to the
youngest wishing them

blessings for the
coming year. I also
have an extra place
setting at the table

should a visitor come.
We've also been adding

traditions from my
Latvian heritage making

piragis which are
delicious bacon stuffed
rolls and gingerbread

cookies called
piparkukas. Not to miss

out on my husband's
heritage we also make
biscochitos which are

delicious sweet biscuits
popular in New Mexico

and other Hispanic
areas.

-Andrea Salazar
 
 

When our kiddos were still in
our home (all grown now),

we (and several others from
our church) would go

Christmas caroling to some
of the elderly in our rural

area. The people so enjoyed
seeing our group (especially
the little kids) and the car

rides between houses were
always full of giggling and

fun. I can't wait to take my
grandkids in the future!

-Karol Kapelle



NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three

persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the
inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of

faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and
therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and

fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross
for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death
and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we

accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by
any works we can do.

 
NDHSA Statement of Purpose:

1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children 
according to Biblical principles.

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to
the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home education.

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial
to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this corporation.

 
Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director

701.535.1335  sand723627@gmail.com

LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator/Director
701.880.6126  knight_publishing@hotmail.com

Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator/Director
701.262.4446  kapklan@gondtc.com  

convention@ndhsa.org

Jeff Deckert, Director  
Theresa Deckert, Director/East Region Support Group Coordinator

701.662.4790  jntdeck@gondtc.com  

Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
701.430.3978  bobjoerger79@gmail.com  pollywogmusic@gmail.com

Dave Buck, Vice President/Director &
Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor

701.936.0356  david.buck16@gmail.com  office@ndhsa.org

Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors
701.840.3257  701.840.7818

Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com  nursemommy24@yahoo.com


