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Make Plans to attend the 2022
NDHSA Convention! By: Elizabeth Buck, Editor
It’s that time of the year around here again:
Convention! And this year, I am seeing it from an
entirely new perspective! I get to see everything that
goes into making the convention a success from the
inside out. It is not a simple or easy undertaking, and
there are many people involved in making it a success.
The annual NDHSA Home Educator’s convention has
been going strong for decades now, and that is pretty
amazing considering so many state associations have
stopped doing them.
I remember my “watershed” homeschooling moment…
the specific time and place I decided we were
committed to homeschooling for the long haul. That
moment happened at (and due in part BECAUSE OF) the
NDHSA convention!

(Cont. next page)

Convention, cont.
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There are years I have attended with a specific goal in mind…a vendor I wanted to visit or a
presenter I want to hear. But, there are other years I have attended and barely listened to one
presenter or visited a vendor because I was so busy catching up with like-minded friends!
Whatever plans you make for attending the 2022 convention, be gentle with yourself! We
have all been through so much over the past two years, and if connecting with other
homeschooling families and feeling recharged from that is all you get out of attending, it
will be worth your time (although we know you are going to LOVE our fantastic keynote
speaker, workshop presenters and vendors!). Please take a moment to visit our NDHSA
booth this year and say “Hello!”
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GUIDE

By Gail Biby

After attending every convention sponsored by the NDHSA since 1991, I have learned a
few things that may help you enjoy these wonderful days filled with, yes, a bit of
overload, but also a good kick in the pants, if that’s what is needed, and a gentle embrace
to encourage you to keep on with this good work that you have begun. Here are a few
suggestions:

Keep your convention booklet handy at all times. You will be given this when you
check in at registration. Be sure to highlight the workshops or keynotes that you
have particular interest in and the times they will be presented.
If you are a support group leader (or if you are interested in becoming a support
group leader), plan to attend the support group leaders’ Friday evening supper
from 5:15-6:30. Two leaders from each group are invited to attend. If you plan to
attend, please email Theresa Deckert at jntdeck@gondtc.com to RSVP. You do not
need to be a member of the NDHSA to attend, just be a current support group
leader or someone who is thinking about starting one.
The Used book sale will be held on Thursday night from 6:00-8:30 at the
Holiday Inn. If you have questions about this, email Karol at
convention@ndhsa.org.
Evaluation forms will be available at the convention. FILL ONE OUT! Okay, I’m
trying not to shout, but this is really important. Many of the worthwhile changes
over the years are a direct result of these evaluations. So please, fill one out.
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Parent Profile:
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Our family was established in 1994 and has
resided in Beach, ND since that time. Our
daughter Jenae graduated last May from
Minot State as an RN and is employed at
Sanford. Our eldest son Josiah will graduate
in May from VCSU with a history education
degree. Our youngest son Caelic is a junior at
Nehemiah Academy (our home school).

What has been the best part of homeschooling for you?

The time with our children, the flexibility for field trips, outdoor studies and our
support group.

What has been the hardest part of homeschooling for you?
Helping the children decide what to do after high school.

What are your favorite books and curriculum?

A few of our favorite books are Packer's Knowing God, Chronicles of Narnia,
books by H. Rider Haggard or Chuck Black and any of the Lamplighter books. Our
favorite curriculum are Mystery of History and Apologia.

What is your best advice for getting out of a mid-winter slump?

The best advice I have for getting out of a mid-winter slump is fresh air. Take a
few minutes to run around the outside of the house, shovel the walk, make a snow
angel or snowman. Begin the day with a song or two, change things up a little bit.
Laugh a lot. Have each of the kids assigned a day to share a joke. Go to a
homeschool convention.

What is the best part of attending the NDHSA convention?

The most valuable part of going to the annual NDHSA convention to us has been
the encouragement of speakers and fellow homeschoolers, the special learning
activities for the kids, and just getting away midwinter. It is an excellent
opportunity so come prepared with workshop choices made and a shopping list.
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Why would anyone want to
go to a homeschool
convention?
I know that's what I was thinking when my wife wanted me to go years ago.

Go ahead and go and let me know what you find out was my attitude.

Sounds like a place for the moms to go.
I can tell you now that these were wrong and misguided attitudes. What I learned from attending
conventions took me from a place of, “Ok, you go ahead and try this homeschooling thing and
see how it goes” to,

“God has charged me with responsibility to raise
Godly children for His honor and glory.”
“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4

We heard speakers who helped us with the big picture vision, as
well as speakers that helped us find ways to put the vision into
practice. Convention helped me to learn the biblical perspectives
on education. What I heard at convention not only helped me to see
that my ideas about education were wrong, a lot of my ideas about
life and family were also wrong. You may not be as worldly and
misguided as I was, but we all have areas that could use

correction and refining.
In a world of webinars and podcasts, you might be thinking, “ok you
learned some stuff, I can learn that from the comfort of my home or car.”
While this may be partly true, it is not the same. When a person comes to
convention you get the opportunity to interact not only with the speakers
but others who are going through or have gone through many of the same
challenges you are facing.

You will find people that will listen and pray with and for you.
You will be able to find other moms and dads that are focused on raising
Godly children. Also, there is value in setting aside consecrated time to get
focused on your family discipleship.
Cont. next page

Moms,
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come and recharge.

Renew your vision
and find the much-needed encouragement and practical advice to continue to do the day in
day out work.
Dads, be challenged to fulfill your God given roles as Father and spiritual head of your home.
Set aside time and invest into yourself and your family.

You will be blessed, and it will be a blessing to your home.
Moms and dads, come and talk with vendors and others attending the convention. Hear
messages that will teach, encourage, challenge and support the mission of Christian home
education.
Teens and kids, come learn, meet other kids who haven’t been properly socialized (kidding).
Seriously, we have

content and fellowship opportunities for the whole family.
We have some that are age specific and others that would be appropriate for all ages. Teen
game night is also popular. The used book sale is another favorite for young people and
adults alike.

Grandparents, come and get your questions and concerns addressed if you
are unfamiliar with homeschooling. Spend time with your kids and
grandkids. Grandparents attend free.
New parents, get a head start on a vision for your child's education. Explore and visit with
parents who have tried and are using various methods and curricula.
Long time homeschooler, come share and encourage younger families. Help them to avoid
making some of the same mistakes you made.

Let them know that they can do it.

Come. Continue to improve and refine your
knowledge.
I know I’ve gone to more than one seminar thinking, “I already know about that topic, no need to
go.” Only to learn how little I really did know.

Skeptics, come and see how crazy these homeschool families are. Explore an opposing
worldview. See why you could never and would never want to homeschool your kids.
Looking forward to seeing you again or for the first time at the Convention. If you have never
attended, give it a try. I think that you will be surprised at what you find. I know I was.

Thor
Sand,
NDHSA President

Well…truthfully? 😂
my first real
conversation with
the man who would
become my husband
happened at the
homeschool
convention when I
was 15. 8 married
years and two kids
later, we are happily
homeschooling
together. A pretty
good memory. 🥰
-Dorothy Carlson
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It has always been the
Meeting homeschoolers
thing that gave me the
"shot in the arm" to finish from around the state.
Being encouraged by
the year strong. I love the
speakers and veteran
friendships, speakers,
vendors. I had such a huge homeschooling moms.
impact on my life. -Melanie J.
Theresa D.

What is your
favorite memory of
or favorite part of
the NDHSA
convention?

Getting the courage from so many
amazing parents to homeschool.
-Alice Heupel
I love seeing all of my friends
that I only get to see once a
year at the convention! I
always left the convention so
encouraged and
refreshed...given the "boost"
needed to finish out the
school year.
-Karol K.

The gathering together of
homeschoolers of
every age to gain encouragement.
-Marie Johnson

1. Visiting with friends
from all over the state.
2. Going home with
renewed purpose to
finish the year well and
get a plan for next year.
3. Heppener's shopping and visiting
-Carrie Woodruff

Investigating...
The Library
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by Sarah Peters, monthly contributor

Looking for some items to supplement your homeschool learning for the winter? Need to do some
investigating for some hands on projects for your learners? One area we investigated was the Minot Public
Library (MPL). In one afternoon, we discovered a myriad of educational tools any parent would love. Some
of these tools are offered at other libraries across the greater state.

3-D Printing

The MPL has TinkerCad for 3D printing if you have a child or student who likes to watch a design
come to life. There’s a video you can view and you can create an account online at www.tinkercad.com
and watch a youtube video to design it yourself. Once you have your project completed, you can email
pam.carswell@minotnd.org in Minot and she will print your 3D object and you can arrange a pickup
at a later date, or you can contact her to schedule a tutorial. So, plan ahead and make a cookie cutter
for Easter, or a gift for Mother’s Day or Father’s Day, or put your favorite Bible verse on a tag for your
bag.

STEAM KITS

The MPL also has STEAM kits for one week rental or for use in their Children’s area at the library. Some
of the topics include magnetism, building a wagon to hold a load, and electricity, to name a few, and are
built for those 8+ years of age. For the active boys I observed playing with the kits, they piqued their
interest for about 25 minutes, so I would recommend that you take two aside and use them in stations to
investigate each activity and give room for them to investigate and build.

INVESTIGATE LEGOS

The MPL has a Lego Club that meets the 2nd and 4th weeks of the month. Visit
the Minot Public Library website for changes to the schedule or call the library
for specific details. Ages 7+

INVESTIGATE PUZZLES AND BOARD GAMES

The MPL also has a free puzzle area on the upper level. If you need a puzzle for in between reads
(or a couple reads!), grab a free puzzle and bring it home. They also accept puzzles to be recycled
into the mix and enjoyed by others. Want to try a board game but don’t have it? The MPL has
some board games available for checkout. Note: there are a couple of games that might be intense
for youngsters, use wisdom and discretion.

INVESTIGATION COMPLETE

February is a great month to investigate things indoor if you call North Dakota home! Once
my littles have read through their books, they want something active to engage their minds,
especially when the snow and winds fly on the North Dakota plains.

NDHSA Statement of Faith:

We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three
persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the
inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of
faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and
therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross
for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death
and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we
accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by
any works we can do.

NDHSA Statement of Purpose:

1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children
according to Biblical principles.
2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to
the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home education.
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial
to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this corporation.

set ai liff A

NDHSA Board

Memberships, donations and convention income is
what keeps the NDHSA in operation. If God so leads,
a financial gift would be greatly appreciated and
carefully used on behalf of ND parent educators.
Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director
701.535.1335 sand723627@gmail.com
LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator/Director
701.880.6126 knight_publishing@hotmail.com
Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator/Director
701.262.4446 kapklan@gondtc.com
convention@ndhsa.org
Jeff Deckert, Director
Theresa Deckert, Director/East Region Support Group Coordinator
701.662.4790 jntdeck@gondtc.com

Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
701.430.3978 bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com
Dave Buck, Vice President/Director &
Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor
701.936.0356 david.buck16@gmail.com office@ndhsa.org
Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors
701.840.3257 701.840.7818
Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com nursemommy24@yahoo.com

