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This week, I went through our homeschool closet and pulled out some
of my early preschool activities in order to give them to my niece. She
is planning on homeschooling her son, who is currently a toddler. As I

boxed up the items, a whole avalanche of memories came down on
me. Little hands stacking pegs on a board or counting colored bears

and putting them in a cup..my mama heart started to grieve for those
years that have now passed for me. I am left with so many memories,
and like Mary, I will ponder these things in my heart my whole life.  
I don’t think that it really hit me until I packed up those preschool

activities, how very DONE with them we are. Sensory bins, unit
studies and salt dough maps have been replaced by algebra, college
prep and long division at our house. It makes me more than a little

sad. But then I realize these days are precious in different ways. There
is SO much fruit in the older years of homeschooling our children.

There are conversations you can have with them and snapshots you
get of the great adults they will be someday. Homeschooling your kids
brings different blessings and different challenges in each season we

are in. I pray that whatever season you are in, you will take time to
soak in the blessings and lean on Jesus for the challenges.

Only a few days are left until the 2022 NDHSA convention! I hope you
have made plans to join us! I promise you will be inspired and

challenged!
 

A Time for Everything
Elizabeth Buck, Editor



 
One of the beauties of schooling at home is the freedom to adjust your school to the specific needs of your
child. I’ve had some homeschooling parents ask me about some of the specific “tools” we’ve used to
assess, communicate, organize and present what we “do” for homeschooling. Our hope is that some of
these tools or suggestions may be helpful in organizing what you are doing. For the sake of space, I’ve
kept it succinct. If you’d like further clarification, please contact me at the information at the bottom of
this article.

EVALUATION
Self-Evaluation Form: We do this form at the end of the month, and all the students evaluate how they
are doing with a set of four different emoticons and about 15 questions. We use this in assessing their
growth, and addressing issues related to their emotional, spiritual and educational growth. 
Progress Report (emotional, social, academic growth): There are a variety of opinions on this subject
matter and how early children should receive this assessment. We have used a combination of plus and
minuses and excellent, good, needs improvement verbiage for our elementary aged homeschoolers.

COMMUNICATION
Mission statement for clarity: This has been helpful to keep our focus on what is important, since there
are many directions you can go. I did some research on historical perspective, but if you haven’t, just start
simple. We gave our group a name, have a design in process, and do special team building activities, but if
that is too much for you, no worries. A simple sentence for clarity can help to keep you on track.
Calendar of Events: This is a one page calendar (similar to a school lunch calendar) that we list the after
school events or other subject matter that corresponds with our lessons, such as fieldtrips. For example,
if we are learning about stars and constellations in elementary astronomy, we might plan a trip to the
Heritage Center if there is an exhibit. These events go on the master calendar of events. One advantage is
it helps for ease of teacher planning the following year.
Newsletter: We started this as a tool to monthly assess what we had been doing, so I had a pictorial and
written record of the month. It has turned into something the kids enjoy reading and asking about, and
has included pictures and direct quotes from them, as well as a quick one page summary of the school
work we’ve been doing or projects they’ve particularly enjoyed. If you don’t have enough time to do this
and have a child old enough to write, consider making it a project for their writing or enlisting a
grandparent for some help.

ORGANIZATION
Planning Folder: We do this for all of the appropriate teacher
materials, with potential activities organized by season, the intent
to homeschool form, any report or progress reports, and
especially pertinent schoolwork.
Attendance Sheet with subject matter: This is simply a
spreadsheet I created to track the days we were working on subject
matter topics.
Classes: This is a sheet that lists the topic matter each student is
studying, as well as the curriculum and materials being used and a
time schedule for them.

DESIGN and IDEAS
Start of the Year Pictures: Every year we take a picture of each
child for their “official” yearbook picture. 
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Some years it has been in sunflowers or on their start of the year
fieldtrip, but it goes into the yearbook and represents them for the
year. 
Yearbook Design: This has become a favorite activity for the children,
and has led into logo design, a name and t-shirts for fieldtrips. Each
year they enjoy picking out pictures to put in their “yearbook” and
helping choose which work is featured in the subject area.
Portfolio: We collect a box of the work each child has completed.
Towards the end of the year we put it in a translucent folder and label
it with the grade, in case we need to assess their learning. This folder
also includes any assessments and report cards for the student. The
loose sheets are gathered, pictures taken of any 3d objects or artwork,
and the pictures and sheets are gathered for an end of the year project
where each students picks his best work and displays it and orally
presents the best from the year to his classmates.
Don’t let all of this information overwhelm you, just take one or two
of these ideas and start this year, then assess and evaluate another for
the following year. It took our family some trial and error to figure
what fit best for our home, and you might even find new ideas at the
Homeschool Convention this year. These tools have been helpful in
assessing curricula for subsequent years and looking at the progress
being made! Don’t underestimate the value of one or two extra
elements of organization for your homeschool! If you’d like a sample
of any of the items we have created, please email
mightymenofvalor@yahoo.com. And remember not to compare
yourself to what we do, you are uniquely in the place you are to teach
your children! And don’t underestimate the power of praying for what
you need to incorporate into your teaching toolbelt.

AFFILIATES
N D H S A
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Family profile: 

THE
RONDEROS
FAMILY

Pablo and Megan Ronderos have been
married almost 18 years.  They live on a farm

near Washburn.  They have four children:
Natalie (13), Ellie (10), Manny (5) and Lucy (1)

What is one thing you couldn’t homeschool without? 
Morning Basket time! (Daily devotion, hymn, scripture, read aloud, prayer) Morning Basket is the

anchor to our homeschooling day and it makes such a difference in how our day goes. 

What is your favorite part of homeschooling littles? 
 I love watching the creative play that is sparked from great stories we read together . My children

have been the characters from all of their favorites at one time or another! 

What is your favorite part of homeschooling older children?
Watching them become aware of the world around them and their desire to make an impact. Their

questions always challenge me! 
What is your best homeschooling hack? 
My best homeschooling hack is to remember water and/or the outdoors. Whenever we have a rough

day, getting outdoors or playing in water helps to turn the day around! 

What is your favorite book or curriculum?
My favorite book for myself is “Teaching From Rest” by Sarah Mackenzie. It’s one I go back to

again and again and it always inspires me!

Click here!
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What is the one thing you
absolutely could not

homeschool without? 

The Home School Convention. It always, always
comes at a time when I need some encouragement
and fellowship and distraction from our daily life!
It’s been huge and we love that our kids love to go.
We have one married son and his wife attending

this year and one engaged son and his fiancé
attending! How cool is that? Can’t wait!

-Stephanie Blazek

Our local
homeschool

community. It really
does take a village
and I'm so thankful

for my tribe!
Jill Kostelecky

 

Jesus and a sense
of humor!

-Andrea Salazar

HSLDA membership because
if someone tries getting crazy
with you, their legal team will

help you!
-Ellizabeth Larsen 

Coffee!
-Meredith Knoop

Homeschool moms and a
supportive husband. 

Also at least 8 hours of sleep!
-Jaz Alexandra Text to

speech
technology.
It helps my

dyslexic
daughter
so much.

-Heather Marie
Stephens
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 First, I owe readers a disclaimer: I have no formal training or certification in teaching special needs
students. Experientially, I have directly educated my son for only three school years. He was designated
"special needs" in a public school program as he has cognitive delays from epilepsy and subsequent brain
surgery. The surgery resulted in physical and speech limitations like those of a traumatic brain injury
patient. However, my experience does not make me an expert in the education of all special needs children,
just my own, which is the point of this article. 
 Dr. Steven Duvall stated, "A growing body of evidence indicates that homeschool students with special
needs may outperform their similarly disabled peers who attend public schools."1 Based on this and other
research, I prayerfully trust the following will encourage each reader to learn how to educate these children,
rather than provide a practical "how-to" guide, which would be an unachievable goal. 

The Perfect Teacher 
 I am not sure what goes through your mind when you hear the term "perfect teacher," but a good guess
includes things like "college-educated," "state-certified," or other desirable résumé fillers. However, I am
going to look at this from a different perspective. First, children are created in the image of God, even those
with special needs, and He gives each child to parents who are the stewards of that child’s upbringing.2
Second, the parents bear the only Biblically mandated responsibility to teach and train their child. See
Deuteronomy 6:4–9, Ephesians 6:4, and Proverbs 22:6 for indisputable Biblical guidance. Because God has
given parents the mandate, He will equip parents sufficiently for the task to which they are called. Besides,
there is no teacher in the world, no matter how educated or experienced, who knows your child the way you
do. You are your child’s perfect teacher! 

Academic Engagement Time
A research term, "Academic Engagement
Time" (AET), is defined as "the portion of time
students spend actively and productively
engaged in learning, and student
achievement."3 Imagine a class of twenty
students. When the teacher asks Johnny a
question, the time she spends talking to him
and listening to his response is AET for him,
but not for the other students in the classroom,
who are participating passively.

Why is this important? Duvall concluded that
"Academic Engagement Time is strongly and 

 positively correlated with achievement,"4 but passive learning is not so correlated and very well might be
negatively correlated. Homeschooling families can usually achieve a higher AET per student than any public
or private school. With special needs students, AET is particularly critical to maximizing learning
opportunities. 

Student Teacher Ratios 
 Research shows another key element of student achievement is low student-to-teacher ratios. According to
the Center for Public education, "Most of the research shows that when class size reduction programs are
well-designed and implemented in the primary grades (K– 3), student achievement rises as class size
drops."5 Even though the precise correlation between student-to-teacher ratios continues to be debated, I
can say with confidence that homeschool families have some of the best student-to-teacher ratios. This
remains true even for large homeschool families.

Homeschooling Special Needs Students:

Parents Are the Perfect  Teachers
by Douglas J. Pietersma, EdD 
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This may not seem to be a significant issue, but consider the often-heard statement, "All students are unique
and learn differently." My experience has shown this statement to be true, which begs the question, how can
a teacher of twenty to thirty students possibly adapt instruction to meet all students’ needs? She cannot!
Especially when teachers change from year to year. Pragmatism prevents a teacher from providing such
tailored instruction. However, homeschoolers can customize instruction, which is even more important with
special needs students. 
Conclusion
 It may seem a bit presumptuous for me to say that homeschooling is the best option for special needs
students, but the data clearly point to homeschooling methods as optimum means for student achievement
even when applied in a traditional school setting.6 Also, my experience with public school special education
leads me to believe that even though there are dedicated special education teachers, the system is not set up
to optimize student achievement. If you try to make the system do what you believe it should be doing, you
will encounter opposition.7  
 My prayer is that you will know God’s calling on your life to be your child’s educator. With a commitment to
this calling, and following the leadership of the Holy Spirit, Christian parents can ensure the Biblical
education of their children. This will help those children reach their God-given potential and live out God’s
purpose for their lives, regardless of their learning abilities.
Endnotes: 
 1. Duvall, S. F. (2005). The effectiveness of homeschooling students with special needs. In B. S. Cooper (Ed.), Home schooling in full view: A reader (pp.
151–166). Greenwich, CT: Information Age. p. 151.  
 2. Rodin, R. S. (2010). The steward leader: Transforming people, organizations and communities. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. p. 45.  
 3. Codding, R. S., & Smyth, C. A. (2008). Using Performance feedback to decrease classroom transition time and examine collateral effects on academic
engagement, Journal of Educational and Psychological Consultation, 18(4), 325-345.  
doi:10.1080/10474410802463312. p. 325.  
 4. Duvall. The effectiveness of homeschooling students with special needs. p. 157. 5. Center for Public Education. (n.d.). Class size and student
achievement. Retrieved from: http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/research/class-size-and-student-achievement. 6. Taylor, V. L. (2005). Behind
the trend: Increases in homeschooling among African American families. In B. S. Cooper (Ed.), Home schooling in full view: A reader (pp. 121– 133).
Greenwich, CT: Information Age. pp.125–126.  
7. Duvall. The effectiveness of homeschooling students with special needs. p. 153. 

About Douglas 
 Dr. Pietersma is a retired military intelligence officer and currently an education researcher in the field of
Christian education and homeschooling. He holds a doctor of education degree from Regent University. Dr.
Pietersma homeschools his two children (one with special needs), is the director of AltaMeta Homeschool
Auxiliary  
 (www.altametallc.com/homeschool-auxiliary), which provides co-curricular courses to homeschooling
families, and is available for speaking engagements on Christian education and homeschooling. Questions
can be directed to Dr. Pietersma at  
douglas@altametallc.com or (307) 214-6164.
 Copyright 2021, The Old Schoolhouse®. Used with permission. All rights reserved by the  Author. Originally appeared in the Winter 2021-22 issue of The Old Schoolhouse®
Magazine, the trade publication for homeschool moms. Read The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine free at  www.TOSMagazine.com, or download the free reader apps at
www.TOSApps.com for mobile  devices. Read the STORY of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine and how it came to be.

Memberships, donations and

convention income is what

keeps the NDHSA in operation.

If God so leads, a financial gift

would be greatly appreciated

and carefully used on behalf of

ND parent educators.
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It is easy to be busy living lives filled with many habitual ways of doing things without stopping
to ask ourselves why we do the things we do and why we do them the way we do. We invite you to

read this devotional by Charlene Notgrass that delves into the question, "Why Homeschool?" 
 
 

Coming up in April: 
A special Homeschool Hall of Fame Edition of The Eclectic!

Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director
sand723627@gmail.com

 
LLora Knight, West Region Support Group

Coordinator/Director
 knight_publishing@hotmail.com

 
Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator/Director

kapklan@gondtc.com 
convention@ndhsa.org

 
Jeff Deckert, Director 

Theresa Deckert, Director/East Region Support Group
Coordinator

 jntdeck@gondtc.com 
 

Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
bobjoerger79@gmail.com

 pollywogmusic@gmail.com
 

Dave Buck, Vice President/Director &
Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor

 david.buck16@gmail.com office@ndhsa.org
 

Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors
Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com 

nursemommy24@yahoo.com

 

NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all

creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the

Bible as the inspired, infallible, written Word of God,
complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and

practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and
by act and therefore condemned before God; the
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully

man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of
Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible

bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over
death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration
by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift

of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith,
and not by any works we can do.

 

NDHSA Statement of Purpose:
1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the
education of their children 
according to Biblical principles.

2. Providing to home educators and the general
public information pertaining to the Biblical,
academic and legal aspects of home education.

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts
necessary, incidental or beneficial to the
accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this
corporation.

 

NDHSA Board
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We hope to see you at convention! 

Bob and Melanie Joerger, Directors
 

From the board...

click here!


