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Remembering the
Faithfulness of God
By Elizabeth Buck, Editor

I remember the first time I watched a Homeschooling Hall of
Fame presentation at the North Dakota Homeschool
Convention. Prior to this, I had no idea what a tumultuous
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past homeschooling had in the state of North Dakota. In the
book “Homeschool Heroes: The Struggle and Triumph of
Homeschooling in America” by Christopher Klicka, Michael
Farris (founder of the Homeschool Legal Defense- HSLDA)
relates that the legal battles he faced in the 1980’s in North
Dakota were the most expensive (and the most challenging!)
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of any other state in America. Time after time, he and other
attorneys found themselves in court, fighting for
homeschooling families in North Dakota. Finally, on April 7,
1989, homeschooling became legal in the state of North
Dakota. The law has undergone many different modifications
through the years, most of them beneficial to
homeschoolers. This has been due mostly to the continued
vigilance of those who make keeping homeschooling free
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and legal in our state a priority.
(CONT. NEXT PAGE)

I am so thankful NDHSA recognizes those who

He knows just how fast
a generation who
watched the Red Sea
part can forget the God
that parted those
waters.

paid such a high price for the freedom to
homeschool their children.

Remembering is important to God. There are
many times throughout scripture that we are
admonished to remember God’s acts of
faithfulness in generations past. Why? He
knows we are prone to wander. He knows
just how fast a generation who watched the
Red Sea part can forget the God that parted
those waters. Let’s not forget what He has
done for us here, and the precious freedom
we have to teach our children well.

Family
Composition
Notebook: A Time
to Connect
by Sarah Peters,
monthly contributor

Have you ever felt overwhelmed by synthesizing
everything that happens during the course of a
homeschooling day? Or have you felt like you want a
uniting way to bring your young learners in for the
same activity as their older peers? One of the unique
ways we found to break this process down is through
the use of a family composition notebook. This
consists of a lined notebook with the top portion
broken down as a plain sheet to write on. We sit down
as a family, discuss the events of the week and what
is being learned, and draw our group picture and a 45 sentence description of our school time lessons.
You could also do this through a typed dictation,

Gather ideas from each person. If you
don’t have someone old enough to write,
consider dictating what they speak and
reading their story aloud on a Friday
afternoon family “show and tell”.
Use this book as a springboard for a
monthly or quarterly newsletter for your
housekeeping files. It makes it personal to
your kids if the experiences are their own
and you can highlight that with pictures
that they took.
Consider doing this for a season and
alternating with another family exercise
like a guided field trip notebook, to keep
things fresh and building on one another.

giving your older children typing practice. For
instance, if in math you learned about ordinal
numbers, one student might talk about the video you
watched that week of a person running laps, while
your preschool student may remember forming the
letters with playdough. Here are some basic
guidelines and helpful suggestions:
Find a simple way to summarize from all of your
children’s perspectives, what happened.
Have someone draw a picture. This is a great way
to include your littlest learners or those who can’t
yet write, to the writing process.

If you have a child who likes doing this or an
older child who needs a free writing
journaling exercise, consider making them do
a composition notebook of their own and
highlighting what was important to them,
but make it longer at 3-4 paragraphs instead.
Writing may not always be your child’s
favorite activity but making it a part of your
family connection time, can allow everyone
an opportunity to contribute. And that helps
you evaluate areas to celebrate and areas that
need improvement.
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2022 NDHSA Hall of Fame Recipients:

MARSHALL
and
JANICE
KARGES
by: Elizabeth Buck,
Editor
Marshall and Janice Karges were not convinced
homeschooling was for them. Marshall was a bit more
open to the idea, having had a sister who was
homeschooling as a missionary family overseas. Janice
was somewhat more hesitant to take the plunge, but
after her oldest daughter was diagnosed with a severe
milk allergy, the idea became more appealing. In
addition, because the family lived in a very rural area,
the thought of the long hours their daughter would
spend on the bus to and from school every day made
the decision even easier for them.
At the time they made their decision, homeschooling in
North Dakota was not legal, but the battles were well
underway. Janice states, “They thought we could not
give our children a quality education, but we knew we
could.” The Karges’ first became involved with
homeschooling legislation in 1985. That legislative
session, a bill passed the house and then went on to the
senate. The small homeschooling community grew
excited because they were told they had the votes to
pass the bill in the senate as well. However, the vote in
the senate was delayed until the day of the state
superintendent’s meeting at the Capitol. The day of the
vote, every senator had their district’s school
superintendent sitting next to them. Needless to say,
the bill failed that year.
Throughout this time, the Karges family watched while
other homeschooling families fought legal battles to
continue homeschooling their children, but had not
faced any charges themselves. That changed in the fall
of 1988 when a new school superintendent took over in
their school district and decided to serve papers against
them informing them they were not in compliance with
compulsory education law. The Karges’ immediately
called HSLDA, who took up the fight for them. Their
attorney, Greg Lange, got the school to agree to wait to
file charges until after the next legislative session in
1989, as they were fairly convinced they could get a
homeschool law passed. This indeed did happen, and
the charges against them were dropped.

Looking back, Janice is thankful for the decision
they made to homeschool all six of their
children throughout all of their school years.
She relates that she had to be very structured in
her school days because they were a large,
farming family. At one point, she realized it
would be impossible to teach each of their
children every single thing they would ever need
to know. A better approach became teaching her
children how to learn for themselves. This
approach evidently paid off. Their oldest
daughter Heidi is college educated, married and
homeschooling her own children. Their next
oldest twin daughters, Tami and Christi, both
have degrees (in veterinary medicine and music
performance, respectively). Both are married
and Tammy homeschools her daughter. Their
son, Daryn, has a farm and ranch operation and
is married. They are homeschooling their
children, with one in the public school system.
Misty is their next oldest daughter, who is
married and living in Denver, Colorado with a
degree in Textile Design. They are expecting
their first child. Annette is the youngest of the
family. She has a master’s degree in Piano
pedagogy and teaches private piano lessons.

A recent Karges family photo
Janice believes that the opposition they faced
because of homeschooling led them to be more
diligent and intent on giving their children a
quality education. She wishes her children could
have had more peer interactions (living in such a
rural area decreased their opportunities for
this). However, she relates that her daughter
once told her in college, after having listened to
some of the social issues her friends had gone
through in junior high and high school, that she
was so thankful she was homeschooled and did
not have to experience those same things.
As she ponders “passing the torch” to the next
generation of homeschooling families, she
warns that, as with all freedoms, the freedom to
homeschool will continually be threatened. We
must always be aware of ways they are trying to
take away our freedom to homeschool.
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More Than Heroes:
The beginnings of the NDHSA Hall of Fame

By: LLora Knight, West Region Support Group
Coordinator & Director
Ken and I joined the North Dakota Home School
Preserving freedom takes people willing to testify
Association board of directors in August of 2010.
before committees of said legislative bodies in
Ken was elected president of the board one year
order to influence a positive outcome for home
later. He believed it was his responsibility to help
schooling. It takes people joining NDHSA and
the NDHSA improve – its outreach, its ministry,
encouraging others to do so as well because our
and its service to the home school community. He
membership is our voice. Albert Einstein said,
would often ponder ideas which he shared with
“Freedom, in any case, is only possible by
the board in an attempt to fulfill that
constantly struggling for it.” Maintaining any
responsibility.
freedom, home school freedom included, requires
While we served on the mission field in West
a willingness to remember, to work, and to speak
Germany, we visited Dachau, a Nazi
up.
Concentration camp outside of Munich, Germany.
The previous inductees to the NDHSA Hall of
When visitors exit the visitors’ center there is a
Fame were selected as a way to remember them
sign with large letters that reads, “Lest We
and the sacrifices they made. When we debuted
Forget,” in many languages. All high school
the Hall of Fame, my husband
students in Germany are required to tour the
composed/wrote/sang a song entitled, “More
nearest concentration camp before graduating.
than Heroes.” The words follow:
Why? To ensure they do not forget the Nazi
atrocities of WWII. George Santayana, a famous
They may have never stepped on a battlefield filled
philosopher of the early 1900s, said, “Those who
with bullets, bombs and blood
cannot remember the past are condemned to
They may never get awards for what they’ve done
repeat it.” Why do I talk about Nazi concentration
They may have never battled the raging floods,
camps in a home school newsletter? Having lived
fought the fires, faced the storms
in Germany and seen their determination to not
But our lives are rich for the victories they’ve won
forget the past, Ken had a burning desire to help
Chorus:
North Dakota home schoolers “Not Forget.” No,
And the world may never know that they are heroes
we don’t have a terrible history like Nazi
History may not record their sacrifice
Germany, but we do need to remember the battles
But when they stand before God’s Son, and hear Him
that were fought to give us the home school
say, “My child well done.”
freedoms we currently have. To that end, Ken
They’ll be more than heroes. They’ll be faithful
brought an idea to the board of directors - could
servants for Christ
we establish a North Dakota Home School Hall of
They were preachers, farmers, and peddlers, they
Fame? It would be something that would be a
were lawyers, dads and moms
permanent record of those early battles and the
And the Lord was the only one they sought to please
on-going struggle to maintain and increase home
They used weapons that were spiritual and brought
school freedom in North Dakota. The board of
strongholds crashing down
directors unanimously agreed and began
They stood victorious by falling to their knees
discussing how we would do so, how to honor and
how to select inductees. ”Why do we need to
As I close this article, I remember my husband
remember? Some of those were almost forty years
and his desire to honor those who’ve walked
ago?” Remembering helps us to be diligent. We
before us. Those who are “More Than Heroes”
need to preserve the freedoms we have. That takes
have been and will continue to be remembered
people who are willing to read every bill presented
through the North Dakota Home School Hall of
before the North Dakota legislative bodies and
Fame
alert the board of directors if any would affect
Photo at top of page: Ken Knight went to be with the Lord he
home school freedom. .
faithfully served his whole life in June, 2021
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2014 Inductees

Mark & Lynette Dagley
Gerald & Shirley Lund
Clinton & Judi Birst
Ray & Rita Larsen

2018 Inductees

Linus & Anne Evinger
2019 Inductees

2015 Inductees

Dr. Brian Ray

Neil & Chris Toman
Edward & Susan Huntington
Grael Gannon

The ND Underground Homeschooler

2016 Inductees

Michael Farris
Pastor Tom & Peggy
Patzer

2020 Inductees

Turk & Ann Nelson
Gregory Lange, Esq.
2021 Inductees

Marvin & Connie Wolf
Doug & Ruth Bernston

2017 Inductees

Morris & Jackie Conklin
Allen & Barb Entzel
Bill & Gail Biby

2022 Inductees

Marshall & Janice Karges

Memberships,
donations and
convention
income is what

The Eclectic Newsletter reaches
thousands of people each month?
Our e-newsletters have an
"open" rate of 40-50% (average
open rates for email marketing
are 21.33%)
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Do you have a business or product
you would like to tell
homeschoolers about? Contact Liz
Buck, NDHSA office adminstrator at
ebuckndhsa@gmail.com to find out
more about advertising with us!
(fees and board approval may apply)

keeps the NDHSA
in operation. If
God so leads, a
financial gift
would be greatly
appreciated and
carefully used on
behalf of ND
parent educators.
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Lake Region State College will offer any North Dakota Homeschool Student who is graduating in May 2022 a
$2,000 scholarship. Lake Region has targeted homeschoolers because we know that they are academically
sound students with great skills to bring to our campus community.
Students do not need to have an ACT score to get this $2000 scholarship; but if they have taken the ACT there
may be an academic scholarship as well.
This scholarship is a 1-year scholarship split out in the fall and spring semester at $1,000 each. Additional
scholarships may be applied for. Students must be full time enrolled and must have their applications
completed by May 1st. Students can attend our campus next fall or take our courses fully online.
On campus students will have opportunities like Campus Crusade for Christ and even Student Senate. Certain
degree programs have clubs such as our Agricultural Club, DECA, etc.
Online students can take advantage of our distance learning program which is one of the very best in the state.
The $35 application fee will be waived until April 15th.
Lake Region State College located in Devils Lake is a 2-year community college that offers both general
education and career and technical education degree programs. We are known as a quality education institution
by employers who recruit our students for jobs both in and out of state.
If you are interested or have questions, please contact Dan Driessen at daniel.driessen@lrsc.edu or by phone at:
701-662-1508

North Dakota Dollars for Scholars opens scholarship
applications for all North Dakota high school seniors and
college students in January! Just one application connects
you to a variety of scholarship opportunities! Register here!

2023
NDHSA
Convention
Bismarck
Events
Center
February
16-18, 2023

ATTENTION EDUCATORS: We are excited to
bring your students more outdoor learning
opportunities starting this spring! Thanks to a
partnership with the ND Department of Public
Instruction, we're expanding the following
programs:
FIELD TRIPS
- Individualized student field trip experiences
for all grade levels.
- Funding assistance for program fees and
transportation to North Dakota state parks.
FIELD DAYS
- 24 outdoor educational field days for students
at the sixth-grade level.
- Free for the first 200 students who register for
each day.
Let's explore the outdoors together! Space is
limited, so get your students signed up today!

NDHSA Statement of Faith:

We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three
persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the
inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis
of faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and
therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and
fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the
cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over
death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when
we accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and
not by any works we can do.

NDHSA Statement of Purpose:

1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children
according to Biblical principles.
2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to
the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home education.
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or
beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this corporation.

NDHSA Board

Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director
sand723627@gmail.com
LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator/Director
knight_publishing@hotmail.com
Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator/Director
kapklan@gondtc.com
convention@ndhsa.org
Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com
Dave Buck, Vice President/Director &
Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor
701.936.0356 david.buck16@gmail.com office@ndhsa.org
Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors
Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com
nursemommy24@yahoo.com

Coming up in the May
edition of The Eclectic...
*Honoring moms
*How bullying in public schools became the
catalyst for many to choose homeschooling
for their children.
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