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All In
By Elizabeth Buck, Editor
Summer is winding down and thoughts are transitioning to the
new school year. It always feels both a little exciting and a little
daunting to me. In so many ways, it is more of a fresh start for us
as a family than the turning of the year in January. The school
year stretches ahead of us, no mistakes have been made yet,
and there are so many new things to learn and tackle. I cannot
imagine taking this on without God’s hand in mine as we move
forward together, step by step. Which brings me to something I
have been contemplating…
Many times we want to keep one foot in the world and one foot
in His Word, and the Bible tells us this won’t ever be a recipe for
success. He tells us to let our yes be yes, and our no be no.
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This concept can apply to homeschooling
as well. Many people go into it (myself
included many years ago) with the mindset
that if it doesn’t work out, there is always
the “kill” switch in the form of sending
them to public or private school. I talk to
many families who bounce their kids
around, trying to find a “perfect” solution
for their child’s education (and honestly,
there is no “perfect” in this fallen world).
They go from public to private to
homeschool, not really happy with any
option. My suggestion to these families is
to “let your yes be yes and your no be no.”
Pray about what you are to do (and listen!)
and then do that thing with all of your
heart. If you have made the decision to
homeschool, do it “all in.” That’s not to say
you cannot be flexible (and I am not talking
about having your kids take advantage of
an occasional class or activity through a
public or private school). But, commit to the
path as best as you know how, and trust
Him to walk with you as you go. Being “all
in” comes with the added benefit of
teaching your kids to stay the path even
when things get bumpy!

"But let your ‘Yes’
be ‘Yes,’ and your
‘No,’ ‘No.’"
-Matthew 5:37

FROM THE BOARD
God knew just what I needed this last week as we
prepared to host relatives and the groom's supper
before the wedding of our son, Isaac. This has been a
different experience for our family because for this
wedding we were the parents and family of the groom.
As my sister-in-law shared with me about a friends
advise to her, "When you are the mother of the groom
just keep your mouth shut and wear beige." Very good
advice a little too late as I was standing there on the
wedding day in a navy dress, but it was approved by the
bride. God is so kind to each of us and meets us right
where we are and this week I was flooded with different
readings, as well as interviews about the importance of
motherhood.

Whether we are the mother of the beautiful bride or
the handsome groom or whatever circumstance our
child may be in at the moment, mothers along with
fathers, are an important part of our child's
maturation. God bless each of you homeschooling
moms and dads as you prepare for the upcoming
school year and seek to train up your children in the
way they should go. May the Lord shower you with His
love, grace and wisdom.

Bob & Melanie Jorger,
NDHSA board members

Find out more about our affiliates and ways to support
NDHSA by clicking these graphics
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Are you a parent or teen with a passion for
writing and benefiting the ND homeschooling
world? We are seeking regular, volunteer
contributors to this publication. Please
message Liz Buck at ebuckndhsa@gmail.com
to inquire about this opportunity.

Memberships, donations
and convention income is
what keeps the NDHSA in
operation. If God so leads, a
financial gift would be
greatly appreciated and
carefully used on behalf of
ND parent educators.
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Not Your Ordinary School Supply List:
A Checklist for the Homeschool Mom’s Heart and Mind
by Heidi Mosher
This will be the best year ever. Do you tell yourself that, too, at the beginning of every school year while unboxing the
perfect curriculum and collecting shiny new supplies? I hope we all have the best year ever, though the "stuff" we purchase
isn’t enough. We need more than fresh supplies to meet a new school year. Here’s your Mom Checklist to prepare your heart
and organize your mind. What supplies are really needed to make it a successful year? Here are some ideas.

Organization
Reality

Make a space for everything: finished work, art projects, curriculum, supplies,
etc. Label containers or prepare shelves or whatever you need to keep order.

Your kids would rather spend time with you than live in a Pinterest home. Be realistic with your
time and expectations and find balance. Pick a few areas of your home to keep looking good
daily and save large organizing projects for summer. Your main task during the school year is
managing the education of your children. They deserve a committed teacher. That’s you, and
you’re the best!

Outlook

Use this phrase often: "We don’t have to do this; we get to do this!" It helps with
math, busy days, and homeschool in general when things seem overwhelming or
negative.

Fruit

Homeschooling requires the patience, faithfulness, kindness, and gentleness that are
fruits of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23) If you need a supply or refill, simply ask the Lord for
His help.

Support

You need the ideas and honesty of other homeschool moms. And they need you! Tap into
their experience and knowledge and offer yours any time you cross paths. Read a worthwhile
homeschool blog or book. Take advantage of the free phone support that many curriculums
offer. And, best of all, God is available with 24/7 help.

Outlet

Smile

P lanning

A realistic
expectations
plan
Book plan

Take a walk; call your sister; paint your nails. You know when you need to recharge.
Teach your kids with a smile, the way you’d want to be taught. You get to be their favorite
teacher!
Think through a few things now for smooth days ahead.

Kids aren’t always attentive or excited about subject material. They don’t always get along.
Expect this. Remember they are learning and practicing, and your homeschool is their training
field.

Set up a place to keep library books from playing hide-and-seek with your own books and
implement a system to return them on time.

Grading scale
plan

Essential
work plan

P lan for
interruptions
Curriculum
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Decide on your high school grading scale. Keep it visible to be consistent and prepared for
transcripts.

Decide on the minimum amount of schoolwork that must be accomplished every day.
Maybe Bible, math, and grammar? You know what your child needs. Trim your school day
down to the essentials when orthodontic appointments, performances, field trips, or
athletics leave you with a short supply of time. You’ll feel accomplished even on the fullest
days

When sickness or a broken appliance or vehicle throws your day off, send up this simple
prayer: "Lord, help me see what’s really important today." Repeat as needed.

You’re learning, too. Invest time in reading magazines, blogs, and other teacher training
resources.

God’s Word

This is your strength. Soak it in at every opportunity. Listen to Christian music in the car;
ponder your kids’ memory verses and Bible lessons; join a Bible study; or read a Psalm
every day. Make it your daily bread.

God’s
curriculum
for you

As you serve Him through your children, learn from Him. Your days may not always go as
you planned, but you can relax knowing that the Lord is not surprised. Maybe He has a
greater lesson prepared for your day than long division and helping verbs. Follow Him as
He teaches you.

Be encouraged as you live these quick years with your children at home. Our great God will be with you through each lesson and
problem and every full and busy day. He loves your kids even more than you do. He loves you, too. With your heart and mind
prepared, may the school year ahead truly be your best ever.

About Heidi
Heidi Mosher lives in Michigan where she and her husband are watching their kids grow up way too fast. She has always
homeschooled and learned most of the ideas above the hard way (especially the one about the library books). Heidi continues to
homeschool Evan, Grant, and Cassandra, and has a 2021 homeschool graduate. (Congratulations, Kendra!) Her favorite
homeschool moments have been the hours and hours of read-alouds surrounded by all four kids.
Copyright 2022, The Old Schoolhouse®. Used with permission. All rights reserved by the Author. Originally appeared in the Summer 2022 issue of The Old
Schoolhouse® Magazine, the trade publication for homeschool moms. Read The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine free at www.TOSMagazine.com, or download the
free reader apps at www.TOSApps.com for mobile devices. Read the STORY of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine and how it came to be.
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NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written Word of God,
complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature
and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully
man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible
bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration
by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal
faith, and not by any works we can do.
NDHSA Statement of Purpose:
1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children
according to Biblical principles.
2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic
and legal aspects of home education.
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the
accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this corporation.
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Coming next month...

Our back to school issue!

