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A few weeks ago, I was perusing
social media when I saw a post
that caught my attention.
Someone had posed a question
about homeschooling and was
asking about the pros and cons.
One answer detailed some of the
negatives a fairly new
homeschooling mom had noticed
since she began. At first, I noticed
myself getting defensive,
automatically coming up with
refutations to every one of the
things she had listed as negatives
to homeschooling. But then, I felt
the Holy Spirit prompting me to 

read them again. She was right. It
got me thinking about how many
times scripture calls on us to
examine ourselves. David called
out to God in Psalm 139 to,
“Search me, God, and know my
heart.” I want to be known as a
woman after God’s own heart like
David was known to be. It is
good, and even necessary to take
stock once in awhile. What are
the things in your homeschool
and family that you would like to
change? Ask God to open your
eyes to what is not pleasing to
Him, and what could be a
stumbling block to the faith of
your children. Then, ask Him to
help you change those things. 

Search me,
God, and
know my

heart.
Psalm 139:23

by Elizabeth Buck, Editor
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Dr. Brian Ray
Homeschooling has grown phenomenally during the
past thirty years around the world, and
especially during the past two years. In the United
States, the number of home-educated students in
grades K–12 grew by about 48 percent from around
2.5 million in the spring of 2019 to roughly 3.7 million
during the 2020–2021 school year. In Israel, the
number of homeschooling families approved by the
Israel "Ministry of Education increased by 700%
from 2005 through 2019" (Madara & BenDavid-Hadar,
2021). Numerous studies have examined the
demographics and academic achievement of home-
educating families and the students (e.g., Ray, 2017)
over the past thirty-five years. An increasing number
of scholars, however, have become focused on a
gradually wider variety of topics with respect to
homeschooling. Recently, for example, Michal Unger
Madara and Iris BenDavid-Hadar (2021) probed the
creative thinking and social competencies of
home-educated children. This brief review will touch
upon only the former topic in the study.

Methods
The researchers aimed to evaluate the creative
thinking of homeschool children. "Creative
thinking refers to the creative process of discovering
new affiliations, conclusions, and
connections" (p. 7). To do this, the investigators
gathered data from 549 participants who were
between the ages of 8 and 12 years old. Of these, 280
were homeschool students and 269 were public
conventional (traditional) school students.
Creative thinking was the explained variable and was
measured by using The Test for Creative Thinking
Drawing Production (TCT-DP). "The test includes six
geometric shapes inside a large square frame that
serve as the test pattern. Participants are asked to
complete the picture as they see fit" (p. 12).
The explanatory variables were (a) child’s background
variables (e.g., sex, age, and country of origin), (b)
parents’ background variables (e.g., education,
number of children); and (c) background variables of
the community (e.g., residential area). The mediating
or independent variable was homeschooling or public
schooling. Six regression models examined the
relationships between the variables.

Findings
None of the background variables was statistically
significant in terms of explaining variance
in creative thinking. "Model III reveals a significant
statistical relationship between type of
education and creative thinking. ... More specifically,
students who are homeschooled have a
higher level of creative thinking than students
attending public schools" (p. 18).
Furthermore, the differences in creative thinking were
retained even after statistically controlling for student
background variables. That is, the more creative
thinking by the homeschooled could not be explained
away by differences in factors such as age, sex, or
parents’ education level.
Concluding Comments
Citing others’ research, scholars Madara and
BenDavid-Hadar point out that "schools have
several drawbacks, including traditional teaching
methods that interfere with the creative
process and even reduce creativity" (p. 19). They also
refer to a recent study in Jakarta,
Indonesia, that found homeschooled children ranging
in age from 15 to 19 had higher levels of creative
thinking than their peers in conventional education
settings. Finally, the researchers conclude that their
"study shows that homeschooling may be more
effective in terms of developing creative thinking ...
than traditional learning. Therefore, it can offer a
high-quality alternative to public education or private
schools for those who choose it" (p.21).

Consider the American Psychological Association’s
(2022) definition of critical thinking:

the mental processes leading to a new invention,
solution, or synthesis in any area.

A creative solution may use preexisting elements
(e.g., objects, ideas) but creates a

new relationship between them. Products of
creative thinking include, for example,

new machines, social ideas, scientific theories, and
artistic works.

Could it be that the very fact that homeschooling is
not institutionalized and not aimed at the average or
stereotypical student lends itself to being more
nurturing of encouraging new ideas, inventions,
solutions, and syntheses? 

Does Homeschooling Improve Creative Thinking Among Children?
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Could it be that homeschoolers not using a standard curriculum with
standard content and ideas leads the home educated to more open
and diverse thinking that leads to creation?
This is a well-planned, -executed, and -reported study. The area of the
creative thinking of the homeschooled has been explored in a very
limited number of studies, and this piece is a stellar addition to the
research base. More inquiries on this topic are very welcome.
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Mark your calendars!
Homeschool Day

at the Capitol
Monday, March 13

Review:
Habitats of

North Dakota
Curriculum

I received this curriculum for free from the ND Game and
Fish. It came with five full-color, beautifully designed soft
cover textbooks and a teacher’s guide with accompanying
tests and worksheets for each unit. The units cover each
natural habitat in North Dakota, including: Badlands,
Grasslands, Riparian Areas, Prairie and Wetlands. Each
textbook is simply written and easy to work through. This
curriculum is ideally suited for upper elementary/early
middle school ages. The curriculum is written from an old-
earth, evolutionary perspective. There is also an anti-white
settler perspective to much of the text. A reader can be
left with the feeling that North Dakota would have been
better left in its native, natural state. That being said, it is a
nice curriculum overall, and I appreciate the ND Game and
Fish offering this resource to home educators. You can
request this curriculum by emailing Sherry Niesar at
sniesar@nd.gov. Check out other educator resources here.
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Hello, I’m Kris Hoverson from Underwood,
ND. I was raised in Minot with my 5
siblings, all homeschooled. In the last few
years of high school, I began apprenticing
as an electrician. After I graduated, I
moved to Southern California to attend the
Calvary Chapel School of Worship. It is a
year-long program to teach and guide
those who are or want to be involved in
worship ministry. Through mutual friends, I
met my wife there, Mari, towards the end
of the school year. After I moved back to
North Dakota, I picked up my electrical
apprenticeship again as Mari and I began
long distance dating. Over the course of
two years, we got engaged, Mari moved
from California to Minot, I bought the
Underwood house to live in and work on,
then we were married in May of 2021.
Recently, I started my own electrical
contracting business in the area. We’ve
been involved in ministry in our home and
community through Bible studies, events,
and small groups.

Mari: Hi, my name is Mari Hoverson. I was
public-schooled in southern Orange
County, CA where I lived with my mom, my
younger sister, and an aunt. It was not
considered a Christian upbringing and I
didn’t start regularly attending church
until high school. When I was 14, I truly
understood the gospel of Jesus Christ, was
captivated by my Heavenly Father’s love
for me, wanted to know Him more, and all
I wanted to do was serve, honor, and
glorify Him with my life. Little did I know of
the grand lifelong adventure He had
waiting for me. While attending Bible
college, the Lord lead me to Kris. Never
had I met someone from North Dakota, so
“Little House on the Prairie,” my favorite
books/show as a child, was what I
imagined! I met Kris’ whole family a couple
days before his graduation, we all kept in 

touch, I visited a few times (yes even in
the winter), and loved it up here and the
people. After 23 years in CA, I moved to
Minot in August of 2020 after we got
engaged,  we were then married in May
of 2021. In Underwood, I am the assistant
librarian at the public library where I
request Christian-based books for all
ages to permanently be in our collection.
I am also a substitute driver for Meals on
Wheels where I deliver lunch to the
elderly in Garrison.

Kris: Growing up in the homeschool
community, I was very blessed to be
raised in a strong, Christian family and
surrounded by godly friends. In my later
teen years, I began to really see how
“homeschooling” is not the only solution
for raising a Biblical family. It takes
strong, committed parents to be active
in the lives of their kids if they want their
children to be walking with the Lord and
act according to His will. That is my
desire. When I look at what the public
school system offers versus what I read in
scripture for a Biblical family, I feel that
the only way of fulfilling that is through
homeschooling. I am very grateful for
everyone who has gone before my
generation to provide the legal support,
curriculum, and resources that give me
no excuses or reasons why I wouldn’t be
able to choose homeschooling.

Tell us about the decision you have
made to homeschool the children
you will be blessed with in the
future.

Kris & Mari Hoverson
You may have seen Kris & Mari
leading worship at our NDHSA
convention in Fargo this past
year. We wanted to take a
moment to introduce this
amazing couple to the
homeschooling community in
North Dakota. Although they do
not have children quite yet, they
have made the decision to
homeschool their future children
and have a pretty interesting
story of how they became
committed to this decision.
Their story is an encouraging
glimpse into the future of
homeschooling in North Dakota

Although my husband and I are waiting
on the Lord to bless us with children of
our own, Durenda Wilson’s book, “The
Four-Hour School Day,” is a wonderful tool
for me even now. This book is for those
who are thinking about homeschooling,
for those who want to homeschool, and
for current homeschool parents at any
stage. Since it is possible and doable for
everyone, Durenda guides you to make a
sustainable homeschool education plan
customized for your child’s needs. She
gives godly insight, Biblical counsel,
encouragement, advice, simple ideas, and
shares what she has learned over 25+
years of homeschooling her eight
children. Durenda emphasizes how
important home education is for your
child at any age, all while letting go of
comparison and cultivating an unhurried
approach. Nurturing your kids to be
independent learners, encouraging them
in their passions, and making sure they
are having an enriching education can
actually take less time and energy. With
the questions she asks you at the end of
each chapter, she has the heart of a
mentor in helping you discern, decide,
and apply what easily, practically, and
efficiently works for your family. On the
Durenda Wilson Podcast, she likes to say
that this book is the extended version of
her first book, “The Unhurried
Homeschooler,” which is similar to Sarah
Mackenzie’s book, “Teaching from Rest.” I
believe Durenda would be a great
workshop speaker for a future North
Dakota homeschool convention. Discover
God’s grace, the courage to fully trust
Him, and move forward in faith and
confidence in your parenting and
homeschooling by reading this book!

review

by Mari Hoverson

click
here! 

(Cont. next page)
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Biblical foundation. No one knows a child,
teaches a child, and loves a child more
than his own parents.These goals for our
family, as well as Deuteronomy 6:4-7, 11:19,
Psalm 78:4-8, Proverbs 1:7-8, 22:6, and
Ephesians 6:1-4 would not come to fruition
or not be done as effectively if we did not
choose homeschooling. I am grateful God
protected me from having the desire to go
to an expensive college and to pursue a
career, otherwise I would not be where or
who I am today. 

Are you or your teenage student
interested in writing a review

of a Christian book or curriculum you
have used or read?

Email it to: ebuckndhsa@gmail.com

Nat ional  Society Daughters  of  Colonia l  Wars

Patriotic Education Essay Contest 2022-2023
 

TO: Teachers of  F i f th through Eighth Grade Students
The NSDCW annual ly  sponsors an essay compet i t ion open to 5th through 8th graders .

Each year  has a  new topic .  The topic  for  2022-2023 is  “Descr ibe the development of
Jamestown from a set t lement to a  colonia l  capi ta l  ( 1907-1699) . ”   

Purpose of  the Contest :  To make our youth aware of  the past  and the great  sacr i f ice
made by the f i rs t  men and women who came to America and founded this  great  country .

Deadl ine for  Essay Entr ies  in North Dakota :  December 1 ,  2022 .   
Awards Avai lable :   A l l  part ic ipants  receive a cert i f icate of  appreciat ion.  The ND state

winner wi l l  a lso receive a $25 pr ize f rom the North Dakota chapter .  The state chair  wi l l
then forward to the Nat ional  chair  to compete at  the nat ional  level .  The Nat ional  winner

in f i f th/s ixth grade and seventh/eighth grade wi l l  receive a monetary award.   Al l
part ic ipants  receive a cert i f icate of  appreciat ion.

For  more informat ion contact :
ND State Chair :  Diane Resvick

 4776 Clock Tower Lane
 Fargo ,  ND 58104

Telephone:  701-371-2977
Emai l :  rehcaet@midco.net

Mari: When I was growing up, our family
was more like roommates who came
under the same roof to eat in front of the
“idol box” and sleep. In addition to
witnessing many homeschool families up
here, the Lord compelled me towards a
passion for homeschooling when Jared
Dodd explained the following truths at the
2021 ND convention and I am glad that he
will be joining us there again in February.
Satan’s biggest target is the Biblical family.
Therefore his tactic is to steal, kill, and
destroy it (John 10:10). The God-rejecting
public school system’s indoctrinating
teachings are rooted in Darwinian and
Marxist thinking. With training kids in
mostly outward behavior, they soon learn
how to deceive everyone by living triple
lives (at school, at church, and at home).
Grade-levels are based on evolutionism,
which has infiltrated the church by doing
youth programs (which are nowhere in
scripture). Sundays and the meal table are
not sacred anymore due to sports and
school activities. The dismemberment of
family life is being accomplished every day
of the week. God’s original intent for family
and the church was to never to be divided.
The family is one of His most powerful
institutions that make or break society.
Families produce individuals to transform
this world through the power of His
kingdom.

 Kris and I desire for our family to be
united, to be likeminded, and to do life
together. More importantly, for our kids
to know God, love His Word, and honor
Him by embracing their roles by His
design. For our boys to become Biblical
men, learn practical skills, start a career,
to be spiritual leaders for their families,
and to provide as the head of their
homes. For our girls to become godly
women by adorning their souls with
beauty, gentleness, and humility, to learn
homemaking skills, and to desire
becoming submissive wives and
sacrificial mothers. Homeschooling
allows us the time to understand our
children in their different ways of
learning and how they are just naturally
wired. It also gives us the freedom to go
at different paces that work well for each
individual child and let them discover
their unique interests that they wish to
pursue. Kris and I can attentively help
guide and build the inward character
and heart attitudes of our children with a 

From the board

Would you
like to place
an ad with

great reach,
reasonable
rates, and
help the
statewide

homeschool
community all
at the same

time?
Advertise
with us! If
you are

interested,
email

ebuckndhsa@gmail.com
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“'"O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is
good: for his mercy endureth forever.” (Ps
136:1) “In everything gives thanks: for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you.” (IThes 5:18)
Both the Old and New Testaments
command us to give thanks. Have you ever
wondered why God commanded us to
give thanks? Shouldn’t that just be a
natural reaction, an outward
expression of our gratitude? Yes, it should
be, but … we forget to thank Him, or only
thank Him for the BIG things He does or
we refuse to thank Him for the things He
does for which we do not agree. What if
our obedience to His other commands
were as if-y? If God blesses me then I
will obey. I will go the church, love my
neighbor, honor my spouse, share the
gospel. Obedience should never be
conditional. Because God created us, He
knew we would not always want to be
thankful, so He commanded us to do it. In
His sovereignty, He also knows
that gratitude is good for us – it has many
benefits. Recent research studies have
shown that one act of gratitude can
increase happiness, self- satisfaction, and
optimism for up to one month – just one
act! Imagine if you were consistently
showing gratitude to God and others. One
study summarized it this way “practicing
gratitude reduces negative emotions such
as envy, selfishness, aggression, bitterness
and depression while promoting positive
emotions of joy, serenity, self-esteem and
resilience. Gratitude, when expressed
within the family, strengthens
relationships, lowers stress, and increases
patience. Being grateful also has health
benefits. Because it promotes positive
emotions and lowers stress, it can literally
balance hormones which in turns
promotes good sleep. We all know that
quality sleep is the foundation to good
over-all health. God knew all the previous
benefits when He commanded us to be
thankful. I am challenging
everyone who is reading this article to
make a decisive step to increase gratitude
in yourself and your family. How do we do
that? Glad you asked. Here are some
suggestions.

by Llora Knight

(Cont. next page)



NDHSA 
Home Educator's

Convention
February 16-18, 2023

Bismarck Events
Center

Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director
  sand723627@gmail.com

LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator/Director
  knight_publishing@hotmail.com

Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator/Director
 kapklan@gondtc.com  
convention@ndhsa.org

Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
bobjoerger79@gmail.com  pollywogmusic@gmail.com

Dave Buck, Vice President/Director &
Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor

701.936.0356  david.buck16@gmail.com  office@ndhsa.org
Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors

Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com  
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NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation,

eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired,

infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our
sole basis of faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty
by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God;
the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man,

except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ
on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection

demonstrating His power over death and sin, His personal
return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we
accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our

personal faith, and not by any works we can do.
 

NDHSA Statement of Purpose:
1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the
education of their children 
according to Biblical principles.

2. Providing to home educators and the general public
information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal
aspects of home education.

3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary,
incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the
nonprofit purposes of this corporation.

ndhsa
board
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1. Keep a Journal of Thankfulness. Take two to three minutes per day (that will
increase as you become more aware of things) to jot down anything you can think of
for which you are thankful.
2. If your children are small and cannot keep a journal, ask them once or twice during
the day “What is something you can thank God for?” Try to get them to think beyond
family members and pets. Ask more questions – did they eat today, do they have
clothes, do they have toys, etc.
3. Write letters/notes of gratitude (maybe even accompanied by cookies) to your
pastor, the musicians at church, a Sunday School teacher, your mail delivery person,
a nice neighbor, the UPS driver, your doctor, your dentist, your chiropractor, your
garbage
collector, the bank teller. These could be given to anyone you have regular contact
with that does a service for you – even if it is their job! Have your children write
thank you notes for birthday and Christmas gifts. This is a great way to begin
encouraging thankfulness in these young hearts.
4. My daughter’s family buys a large pumpkin around the first of November and
places it in the center of the dining room table with a black permanent marker.
Everyone is encouraged to write things for which they are thankful on the pumpkin
throughout the month.
5. Place a large chalkboard on the wall and allow everyone to express their gratitude
in word or pictures.
6. Write T-H-A-N-K-S-G-I-V-I-N-G at the top of a large poster board and draw lines to
make columns under the letters. Then encourage the family to get creative and write
things starting with those letters in the columns.

Do you require your children to say, “Thank you,” when someone gives
them something or does something for them? You should. If you
promote, praise and reward gratitude in your home, it will become
second nature, almost like muscle memory and that is very important
for the times where it is harder to be thankful.
Gratitude is difficult in the hard times, during the trials and
tribulations of life like losing a parent, grandparent, spouse, child, pet,
job, home, etc. or maybe a prolonged illness. Remember the verse at
the beginning of this article? “In everything give thanks, … (emphasis
mine) God knows it is difficult to thank Him in these trying times. Am I
thankful that my husband passed away last year? No, I’m not, but I am
thankful that he isn’t living in constant pain. I am thankful that God has
provided all my needs and more in the sixteen months since his going
to heaven. I am thankful beyond measure for the many people who
have shared with me their memories of the wonderful man I married.
That is how we are thankful for everything. That is how we show
gratitude in the trials, not by blaming God, but by accepting His
sovereignty in our lives and looking for the good things.
In closing, as Thanksgiving approaches, encourage your family to have
a grateful heart and thereby obey God – “O give thanks unto the Lord
for he is good…”


