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How many of us have been inundated and confused over the past couple of years with the

endless number of messages coming at us constantly? I know I have felt bewildered by the

amount of information coming out from every source of media known to civilization. It gets

exhausting trying to figure out what is truth, what is hyperbole, and what is just flat-out lies.  

The Holy Spirit is the often neglected portion of the trinity that I have been

attempting to understand more. Recently, I have been meditating on two ways in

which the Holy Spirit is characterized. The first is one of my very favorite phrases

in the Bible; “Living Water.” Doesn’t it sound refreshing and make you feel

rejuvenated just saying the words? Although I have loved that expression for a

long time, I didn’t realize it was a specific reference to the Holy Spirit until I was

reading John chapter 7: “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out

of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ Now this he said about the Spirit, whom

those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been

given, because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:38-39).
The second reference to the Holy Spirit I have been focusing on is that He is the source of

Truth. John 14 says “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor, who

will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all Truth.” (John 14:16-17). It brings

my heart peace to rest in the promise of God that the Holy Spirit will lead me into the truth,

and help me sort out the lies that come at me daily, and in turn, I can help guide my

children in the Truth. This advent season, I encourage you to rest in the promise that He

will guide you and your children in the Truth. 
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 I recently had the opportunity to read Evolution, Fact or Fable? The Case Against Darwin’s
Big Idea, by J. Robert Kirk, J.D. The book’s premise is that macroevolution (i.e., ape to
man), as described by Charles Darwin in his book, Origin of Species by Means of Natural
Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life, is patently false.
Kirk goes on to state that we, as a culture, have been lied to repeatedly about the theory
of evolution. 
 Kirk makes many convincing arguments in his book and backs these arguments up with
evidence. One of my favorite points made was that mutations within a kind are a loss of
information and can therefore never produce the type of change needed for
macroevolution, as macroevolution requires added information. Another persuasive
argument was that the fossil record speaks against macroevolution. The many transitional-
form fossils that would be required for macroevolution, are not in the fossil record. Kirk
sums it up well when he says, “If Darwin’s big idea were true, there should be dozens, if not
hundreds or thousands, of clear-cut transitional forms of life that are easily understood to
connect simpler groups of creatures with more well-developed groups. Instead, there are
literally only a couple. And even those are suspect in important ways.”
 Another important point made by Kirk was that many human and animal systems are
irreducibly complex. They work together in ways that would make it a statistical
impossibility for any part of the system to have evolved at a different time. He gave
examples of blood clotting, sperm production in whales, and sexual reproduction in
humans. The chapter that I found the most interesting was Chapter 8 entitled Why are
Biology Textbooks full of Misinformation About Evolution? In this chapter, Kirk takes a look
at each icon of evolution, (i.e. Darwin’s tree of life, Haeckel’s embryos) and shows how
many of them are quite unreliable or downright frauds. 
 The book was engaging and convincing. Kirk does a good job of debunking evolution.
However, it seems that he may be in favor of an old earth. He never actually states an
opinion, but he does state the time periods that evolutionary scientists use as factual. The
most concerning quote to me is, “Evolutionists and Creationists have fought for a very
long time about the age of the earth, but that dispute is nothing more than a great
distraction of no real consequence to the problems with Darwin’s big idea.” While I can
agree that arguing about the age of the earth can become a distraction, the argument
does have Gospel ramifications. It really comes down to the inerrancy of God’s word.
Genesis clearly teaches a literal six-day creation. One has to do a lot of theological
gymnastics to fit deep time into the narrative. If a person sits down and reads it as a child
would, you will not walk away believing anything other than a literal, 24-hour, six-day
creation with the seventh day being for rest.
  I think this book might be good for someone who is really opposed to Christianity but is
questioning evolution as Kirk does not reveal that he is a Christian until the end of the
book. For further information on the topic of evolution, I would recommend is Ape-men:
The Grand Illusion, with Dr. Terry Mortenson of Answers in Genesis.
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Traditions
What is a tradition? Merriam Webster defines a tradition as: 
”an inherited, established, or customary pattern of thought, action, or behavior (such as a religious practice or a social

custom).” 
Growing up, we did not have very many family traditions, so I never really thought about their importance. Once I
married and had a family of my own, that changed as Dan and I started doing things with our children that turned into
tradition.
When my children were little, my husband and I would buy them each a new pajama set for Christmas. They were
allowed to open this gift on Dec. 24, so they would have nice pajamas when I was taking pictures on Christmas
morning. As they got older, it was something they had grown accustomed to and looked forward to.
One year, I honestly think it was because we weren’t feeling well, I made a frozen lasagna for our Christmas Eve dinner.
This was not something I intended to do on a continual basis until the following year when close to Christmas, the kids
asked if we were having lasagna again. I told them we were not, at which time I was met with, “but it is tradition!” And
so, a tradition was born.
You never know what may have an impact. We have different movies we watch as a family at different times of the
year. In 2020, our son left for basic training and from there went straight to AIT. He was across the country and
because of Covid we were not allowed to visit. You can imagine my surprise when, on Thanksgiving night, he sent a
text picture of him watching the movie we watch together each year. You see, he was not home but, in that moment,
he felt closer to us as he was keeping our tradition.
I believe in the “old days,” families were closer because there were less distractions i.e., cell phones, video games,
etc. and more traditions. So much has been lost over the years, whether from cultural decay or the attempted
destruction of the family nucleus that traditions have, consequently, taken an unfortunate backseat in today’s society.
That’s an unfortunate loss for many around us and the reason why I think it's time we make a concerted effort to bring
back traditions that were once common in family homes. 
In ending today, I am going to challenge each person that reads this article to find something from days gone by and
breathe new life into it. What do I mean by that, you ask? Let me tell you a story… 
A couple of years ago we were listening to Christmas music as we always do, when Dan looked at me and said, “have
you ever had figgy pudding”? Of course, I had not, so I found a recipe and a new tradition was born. If, while on the
tradition hunt, your family’s journey leads to some new traditions being born, then I would consider that a marvelous
success. Happy tradition hunting and please, enjoy this picture of our figgy pudding!

 

by Dan and Wendi Johnston, NDHSA board members

Merry Christmas!
Dan & Wendi

Johnston
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When was the last time you finished a great book and couldn’t wait to write a book report? Face it: traditional book reports can be dull, and they rarely move
beyond plot summary. Finding a project that speaks to your child’s interests and talents can turn a boring book report into a meaningful learning experience.
These engaging, creative assignments can be used with your choice of literature and will encourage your child to write as well as to think critically about
themes, characters, setting, mood, and more. You can adapt the projects for most age levels, and many of them work well for co-op classes, too! 
#1. Produce a newspaper based on the book. Include elements like obituaries, advice columns, pictures, articles, comics, opinions, puzzles,
advertisements, reviews, recipes, weather, etc. Be sure to capture the tone of the book. 
#2. Design an amusement park based on the book. Include rides, attractions, shows, restaurants, etc. Make a park map or even a model. #3. Pretend you
are a reporter or blogger and choose a character from the book to interview. Write out or record your questions and the character’s responses. The
questions should be related to the book. 
#4. Based on life lessons presented in the book, write a special edition of Life’s Little Instructions. The "instructions" can be serious or light-hearted.
Compile the instructions in a booklet, and include an explanation on the back of each page. 
#5. Choose five characters from the book, and then choose something nonhuman to represent each one. (It doesn’t have to be something from the
book. It could be something as random as a stapler.) For each character, write a paragraph that tells what object you’ve chosen and how that object and that
character are alike. 
#6. Make a Facebook profile for a character from the book. (Facebook allows this for educational purposes, but you can also create an imaginary profile on
paper or on your computer.) Include friends/family, interests, quotes, check-ins, hometown, etc. Don’t forget a picture! 
#7. Create a travel brochure that convinces people to visit a certain place in the book. Capture the setting, mood, and tone of the book so visitors
understand what the place is like. Try to think of everything a traveler would want to know. 
#8. Pretend you’re producing a musical based on your book. Write one (or more) of the songs that will be in the musical. Be sure to tell which character or
characters would sing it. Consider recording your song and designing a playbill cover. 
#9. Write a resume for a character in the book. Decide what type of career would suit the character, and make up information as needed while staying true
to the character. Do some research to learn how to write a resume. 
#10. Choose a scene from the book and turn it into a comic strip. While it isn’t necessary to include all the dialogue from the original text, your comic
should capture the gist of the scene. Can’t draw? Stick figures and clip art are fine! 
#11. Write an obituary for each character who dies in the book. If you’re not familiar with obituaries, read some from a local newspaper to see how they’re
set up. 
#12. Pretend to be a character from the book and create a scrapbook page for an important event from the story. Include pictures, mementos, and
journaling (writing about the items on the page or about the event). Your page should reflect the personality of the character. 
#13. Create a costume or costume part for a character from the book. You can make your piece from fabric, cut it out of paper, or even use recycled
household objects. Wear the costume, take a picture, and attach it to a paragraph explaining why you chose this costume, design, color, etc. 
#14. Create a board game based on the book. Include some elements of skill so players have a better chance of winning if they have read the book. Include
instructions and game pieces so you can play with family or friends. 
#15. Pretend to be a character from the book and write a letter to another character. The topic of the letter should be related to the story line, and you
should write in a tone and with language that the character would really use. 
#16. Design a dust jacket for the book. Include a summary, some reviews, information about the author, and a quote that captures the theme of the book.
The next time you need a culminating activity for a reading assignment, skip the plot summary and consider a creative project that captures the nuances of
the literature while allowing your child to think deeply and cultivate a variety of skills!

16 Ways to Love Literature: 
Book Projects that Spark Interest and Creativity

by Dawn Burnette

About Dawn A veteran homeschool mom and classroom teacher Dawn Burnette teaches live online English classes for homeschoolers through
Excelsior Classes—and grades all the assignments! (www.excelsiorclasses.com). She is also the author of Daily Reading Practice, Daily Grammar
Practice, and Daily Spelling Practice from DGP Publishing (www.dgppublishing.com). These award-winning materials promote a deep and meaningful
understanding of concepts without busy-work and are available for students of all ages. Dawn and her husband, Rod, are the proud parents of two
homeschool graduates.

Copyright 2022, The Old Schoolhouse®. Used with permission. All rights reserved by the Author. Originally appeared in the Fall 2022 issue of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine,
the trade publication for homeschool moms. Read The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine free at www.TOSMagazine.com, or download the free reader apps at www.TOSApps.com

for mobile devices. Read the STORY of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine and how it came to be
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NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and

God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of
faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of

our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for
our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration

by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any
works we can do.

 

NDHSA Statement of Purpose:
1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children 

according to Biblical principles.
 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of
home education.

 
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit

purposes of this corporation.

Memberships, donations
and convention income

is what keeps the NDHSA
in operation. If God so

leads, a financial gift
would be greatly
appreciated and

carefully used on behalf
of ND parent educators.

NDHSA Board

OUR CONVENTION ISSUE!
Coming next month:
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