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Monthly newsletter of the ND Homeschool Association

Have you been fun to live with today?

Valentine’s day brings to mind pink candy hearts,
lacy, homemade cards, fresh flowers in hues of pink
and red and delicious chocolates, all tantalizingly
arranged. Real life isn’t always so pretty. We can
get bogged down in the never ending “to-do” lists,
expectations from others and the seemingly
impossible task of educating our children’s minds
and nourishing their hearts and bodies. We have a
sign in our school room that I purchased at a store
many years ago that says, “Have you been fun to
live with today.” It is a great reminder for my kids,
but if I am being honest, I bought it for myself.
There are some days I know I am not very fun to
live with, and those are the days I need to
remember my love for my family and why I am
doing what I am doing. In this issue, you will read
some reasons why parents like you chose
homeschooling. I hope these testimonies show you
that you are not alone. You will also find an article
with encouragement for days when things get
really difficult. In these long, gray days of winter,
let’s keep our focus on why we homeschool. 
Consider attending our 2023 Home Educator’s
Convention. See the following page for tons of
convention details. If you haven’t registered yet,
there is still time! February 16-18 at the Bismarck
Events Center. Our theme this year is “Choose Joy”
and I promise it will be a great boost for you to
finish your year well.  

By Elizabeth Buck, Editor

In this Issue...
*Details about the 2023 Convention

*A Mission Statement for Difficult Days

*What was your #1 reason 
to homeschool?

*Update on SB 2167



Visit our Vendor Hall
(including these awesome
vendors, and so much more!

2023 NDHSA Convention

For a complete list of vendors, click here!

February 16-18
Bismarck

Events Center
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https://www.ndhsa.org/iform/100910
https://www.ndhsa.org/custom/101605


Many families, like mine, have chosen homeschooling for the
long haul. Homeschooling affects many aspects of life. It is a
worthwhile endeavor, as well as a huge undertaking, with
unique sacrifices each family will encounter. There are many
seasons of semi-smooth sailing, with just as many seasons that
feel grueling and can leave us questioning whether we have
made the best choice for our family by home educating our
children. Days will come, if they have not already, when the job
of
home educating will feel overwhelming. What do we do with
these doubts?
Years ago, at my mother-in-law’s memorial service, my sister-in-
law spoke. She shared with
the large crowd how her mom had stayed faithful to the Lord’s
calling for their family to
homeschool her three children. "She never gave up on us," my
sister-in-law said. At the time, I did not think much about this
profound statement. I was just beginning my
homeschooling journey when my mother-in-law passed away.
However, now that I have
been a homeschooling mom for five years with my own ups
and downs teaching my kids, I
reflect on this statement often. "She never gave up on us." My
mother-in-law had difficult
homeschooling days, just like we all experience from time to
time. But she stayed persistent
because she had the big picture in mind—her "why" for
homeschooling. Fast forward to just a month ago. I was talking
with a homeschool mom friend who, with
tears in her eyes, confessed there were days she did not enjoy
her children. Because of this,
she felt as though she was failing them in some way. I shared
with my friend the story of
my mother-in-law’s memorial service. I encouraged her that
just as my mother-in-law’s
continued obedience to homeschool made a deep impact on
her children even into
adulthood, her own commitment to continue in the hard days
(even those days when the
kids are less than enjoyable), will speak volumes to her children
for years to come. I
applaud my mother-in-law because she stuck it out even when
tempted with quitting.

I am no stranger to the joys and hardships educating children at
home bring. It has been so important for me to keep my "why" for
homeschooling at the forefront of my mind, dragging
me through the difficult days and challenging seasons. My
husband and I refer to our "why" as our mission statement. When
days are difficult, we refer back to our homeschool mission
statement. We keep it on a file on our computer, always easily
accessible. A mission statement can be so simple, yet it is so
crucial for homeschool families who desire to stick
with their educational decision for an extended period.
When developing a mission statement for your homeschool,
sitting down with your spouse and children who are old enough
to understand is so helpful. Homeschooling is a family
decision, and your mission statement, therefore, benefits from
being a family affair if possible. Reflect on your main reasons for
homeschooling and include those in your mission
statement. "We purpose to home educate our children so
that___________." Some families choose to home educate because
they feel called to do so by the Lord. Some
home educate to give their kids a Biblical worldview. Others
home educate for the benefit of
more quality time as a family. Though reasons may vary, need of a
mission statement remains the same. A mission statement is
what you cling to during tough times. It brings a
degree of clarity amid the chaos.
My husband I developed our mission statement a few years back,
and we still return to it as needed. It reads as follows:
"We purpose to be obedient to the Lord’s calling for our family to
home educate our children so that we can provide them with a
Biblical worldview. We know that we as parents have no
power in ourselves to save our children. That power can only
come from God through Jesus Christ, but we purpose to raise our
children by the truth found in God’s Word in every area
of their lives, academics included. We will homeschool our
children as long as the Lord leads
us to." When those difficult days come, as they most certainly will,
whether it be multiple little inconveniences or large-scale life
challenges, cling to your "why" and trust in the Lord to see
you through. Refuse to give up on what God has called you to do,
knowing that there will be blessings for staying faithful.

A Mission Statement for
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how it came to be.
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We like having control over what they are taught
and the freedom to teach how/what they want to
learn. It can be hard, but I wouldn't give it up for

the world!

What was your
#1 reason to
homeschool? 

From our
social media

Educating our children is a natural God
given extension of parenting. We don't

co parent with the government.

Fall of 2019, we last minute made the decision to enroll our

daughter into private school instead of homeschooling

because of pressure from family members. Over the course of

6 months, we would slowly watch the light inside her begin

to fade. Homeschooling on top of running a Nature

School/small business and taking care of myself with

chronic illness can be challenging. However, I’d choose to

do it over and over and over for her. The light is back. She

loves life. She is thriving. 

God put it on my heart and even though I tried
to disobey His direction.........like, tried really

hard.........He didn't give up on me!  Now I can't
imagine it any other way! Many other reasons,

too, freedom, truth, quality time, beauty,
friendship, etc. 

I never planned on homeschooling my children.
My oldest was in kindergarten and was already struggling in
his own ways and then that same year Covid hit. My
kindergartener was sent home with a laptop to do his school
work- even though he had no idea how to operate the
computer efficiently. Plus, I had a toddler and a newborn on
the way. We were all overwhelmed. We did their distant
learning the best we could but I had so many conflicts with
what they were requiring of him and the amount of energy
and time we were putting into getting their assignments done
did not seem to be academically or emotionally /mentally
beneficial for my child, or myself.
When the kids returned back to public schools I didn't like
their covid precautions or setups so my child never returned
and I've been homeschooling all three of mine since....
I thoroughly enjoy homeschooling my children and have
been overwhelmed with all of the positive aspects.

Homeschooling wasn't
even on our radar

when we got married.
When my oldest was

three, we were invited
to a Home School
Convention where

John Taylor Gotto was
the keynote, and the

rest is history.

I decided I wanted to homeschool my freshman year of college. Public
school had been a miserable experience for me due to bullying and I
met several girls who had been homeschooled who were articulate,
confident and mature, without the baggage of girl drama I came in

with. I wanted the same for my own children. I got my education
degree and taught for a few years before meeting my husband and

starting our own family. Our homeschool is not an Instagram perfect
one, but I am seeing the social academic benefits my kids have from

not being in public school.

We pulled kids after the shutdown. Main
reason I wasn't going to mask my girls, then
my eyes really opened to the
indoctrination happening and realizing that
it was even going on in the mid 90s when I
graduated. I also had a struggling dyslexic
learner (among other things) and she has
blossomed. Now all 3 of my girls can work
as they want and learn about things that
interest them.

We decided to homeschool bc I dont feel like kids

learn by being quiet for hours... sitting still for

hours.. and walking in a single file line.. i feel like

each kid learns different and at their own pace and i

want my kids to be free to be kids while they are

young. There is plenty of time for being quiet and still

as an adult.

We decided to homeschool because the expectations of
achievement pushed onto little children by the public school
system is not how I want my children to learn. I want them to

have the opportunity to explore, spend hours playing and
using their imaginations, and just be kids. Teachers are

underpaid, underapreciated, and overworked. How can we
expect the best for our children with such limitations?

We decided to
homeschool for my
daughter’s mental

health. She was having
paralyzing panic

attacks at school drop
off and the school was

not very helpful or
accommodating.

December 2021 my daughter was in the locker room
at gym, a classmate (not even in the class) came in

and attacked her. The girl and her friends planned this
all. The school really didn’t do much they said they

would use it as a teaching moment and they could not
keep her safe. They also put some blame on her for

this happening. After that I decided she would not be
going back and the school would not be getting the

funding for her.

To stop the Government's
Indoctrination of our

children! To have God in our
everyday learning!!

Bad influences from
other children at

school, too
distracting and

boring, teachers
kept putting it on

me to make her do
better instead of

teaching better. She
went from Ds and Fs

at mainstream
school to As and Bs

homeschool.
Many reasons, but our main one is character  development. We want to give our
kids a Christ-centered whole education so they form a Biblical worldview that

allows them the freedom to be kids while gaining a love of learning. Our son was physically assaulted by his male
teacher. The school and the prosecuting attorney 

 were both more concerned about the teacher's
career then the future of our son. The teacher had
to do community service and he gets to live his life

like it never happened.

We decided to homeschool so we could
teach them at their own level; my 5th

grade daughter is doing 6th grade work.

Time with my children.

God called us to it with His
persistent still small voice!

Multiple food and
environmental

allergies.
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Legislative 
Watch

The Legislative Watch is emailed to members of NDHSA, and all who request it,
each week. It is compiled through hours and hours of
intensive research, monitoring and the watchfulness of our own resident
legislative expert, Gail Biby. Gail does all of the work so we don't have to. Each
bill being heard that week is clearly and concisely analyzed in bite-sized
snippets so that even the busiest among us can keep tabs on what is happening
in (almost) live time during the legislative session. If you are not yet receiving
the Legislative Watch, email the office at ebuckndhsa@gmail.com and request
to be added today!

SB 2167 is the homeschool bill currently making its way through the legislature. The NDHSA board
approached Senator Jordan Kannianen and asked him to bring this bill forward on behalf of the NDHSA.
The bill cleans up a bit of wording and makes the special needs language in section15.1-23-15 less
subjective and similar to language used in special needs assessments. The most significant portion of
the bill reduces the waiting period for beginning to homeschool after submitting a statement of intent
from 14 days to 5. This is most impactful for families with children in public school who need to
withdraw their student to homeschool because of bullying or mental health difficulties. Once the bill
passes, then all ND homeschool families will not have to submit a statement of intent until 5 days before
beginning instruction.
The bill passed the Senate Education Committee and full Senate unanimously. It will now move to the
House Education Committee and then go to the floor for a full vote. Bill sponsors include 3
homeschooling dads: Senator Jordan Kannianen, Senator Bob Paulson and Representative Jeremy Olson.
Other sponsors are Senator Jay Elkin and Representatives Clayton Fegley and Lisa Finley-DeVille.
Testimony was presented by Senator Kannianen, Theresa Deckert and NDHSA special needs
coordinator, Lori Wentz. We are thankful for the climate in the legislature which makes our elected
officials open to homeschool freedom bills!

SB 2167: Update on the homeschool bill
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Memberships, donations and
convention income is what keeps
the NDHSA in operation. If God so

leads, a financial gift would be
greatly appreciated and carefully

used on behalf of ND parent
educators.



 Hello everyone, I wanted to let you all in on a little project that the NDHSA has been working on. For the past few
months, my husband and I have been doing some history interviews. We have been meeting and visiting with
some of the couples who were instrumental in changing the law in North Dakota to allow for legal
homeschooling. This has been a blessing to us as it isn’t too often in life that you get to meet and shake the
hands of people whose courageous and bold decisions have changed your lives, the lives of your children, and
many others.
  Interviewing them all was an emotional process, their stories are riveting and sometimes heartbreaking. You
have already seen some of the content from these interviews in the "Why Attend Convention" video. We will be
sharing more of this content in bits and pieces and short topical videos. We hope that you enjoy them and we
also hope that they cause you to reflect. It wasn’t all that long ago that homeschooling in our state was illegal
and families who dared to defy the compulsory attendance law were faced with threats and fines. We enjoy great
freedom in our state, largely due to the grace of God and the tenacity and steadfastness of the early pioneers of
homeschooling. It was a hard fought battle and to quote Gail Biby, “It cost them a great deal.” I pray that by
sharing this information with all of you, it will be easier to understand how homeschool freedom was won in our
state, what the early days of homeschooling were like, what great strides have been made, and that we need to
be very vigilant in protecting our freedom. 
Blessings,
Amber Sand, NDHSA Board Secretary

From the Board
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Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, director
701.535.1335 sand723627@gmail.com

 
LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator/Director

701.880.6126 knight_publishing@hotmail.com
 

Karol Kapelle, Convention Coordinator/Director
701.262.4446 kapklan@gondtc.com 

convention@ndhsa.org
 
 

Jeff Deckert, Director 
Theresa Deckert, Director/East Region Support Group Coordinator

701.662.4790 jntdeck@gondtc.com 
 

Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
701.430.3978 bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com

 
Dave Buck, Vice President/Director &

Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor
701.936.0356 david.buck16@gmail.com office@ndhsa.org

 
Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors

701.840.3257 701.840.7818
Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com nursemommy24@yahoo.com

 
 

NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the

Son and God the Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our
sole basis of faith and practice; the fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before

God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of
Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection demonstrating His power over death and sin,

His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free gift of salvation by His grace,
through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do.

 

NDHSA Statement of Purpose:
1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children 

according to Biblical principles.
 

2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal
aspects of home education.

 
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the

nonprofit purposes of this corporation.
 

NDHSA Board

Coming next month: 
Our Hall of Fame Edition!


