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REFLECTIONS ON THE NDHSA
CONVENTION 2023
By Elizabeth Buck, Editor
The NDHSA Convention 2023 is officially in the history books.  There are always so

many thanks to be given out, and so much reflecting to do.  So many people

help with the convention, and to say "thank you" just doesn't seem to be enough.  

We truly couldn't do it without the help of all of our volunteers. We also couldn't

do it without those of you who purchase memberships to NDHSA or donate to

us.  A big THANK YOU goes out to those of you who sacrifice in this way as well.  

We heard much great feedback on this year's convention- much of it positive,

some of it constructive.  We are always looking for ways to improve the

convention each year.  It's not too late to fill out an online evaluation form for this

year's convention.  You can find it here  

Unfortunately, we don't have our date and venue locked in for next year's

convention just yet.  As soon as we do, we will be promoting it on our social

media, email and here in our newsletter.  Don't forget to join us at the NDHSA
Day at the Capitol on Monday, March 13! Details can be found on the graphic

inside (Page 6).  It will be a great educational opportunity for your students and a

chance for our legislators to meet the homeschool community! No registration is

required, but please let me know if you plan to be sitting with your legislator

(Text or call me at 701-936-0356).

Until next month,

Hall of Fame Edition
Monthly Newsletter of the ND Homeschool Association

Liz

https://www.ndhsa.org/iform/101899
https://www.ndhsa.org/iform/101899


 
Homeschooling officially became legal in ND the same
year Jeff and Theresa’s oldest child turned seven. And
although it was legal, there were still many hoops to
jump through in the way of testing their children every
single year. The first law expired four years after its
inception, at which point (in the words of Theresa) they
“had to get back to work.” That is exactly what they did,
and the Deckerts have been working hard for ND
homeschoolers ever since. Often working behind the
scenes, Jeff and Theresa have served the ND
homeschooling community faithfully, and for this
reason, we recognize their courage and sacrifice.
 Jeff and Theresa have four children. Jonathan is the
oldest and is married to Andrea. They have six children
they homeschool (the oldest is in college): Liz, Josh,
Abby, James, Josiah and John. Larisa is the next oldest
of the Deckert children, and is married to Eric and lives
in Minneapolis. They have two children: Emmi and
Teddy. Jared is the Deckert’s third child, and is married
to Emily. They have four children: Noah, Landon,
Mackenzie and Micah. Joseph is the youngest of the
Deckert family and is married to Neva. They are
expecting their first child in May 2023. The Deckert
boys all live in the Devils Lake area and Theresa has the
joy of helping to homeschool her grandchildren.
 For advice to the next generation of homeschooling
families, Theresa remarks, “Just relax! You will be just
fine! Don’t let one bad week define your homeschooling
experience!” Jeff adds that remembering how much
more time you get to spend with your kids when you
are homeschooling should always be at the forefront of
your mind as you consider the “whys” of
homeschooling.

 Former NDHSA board president Ray Larson once
remarked of this year’s Hall of Fame recipient, “You’ve
taught more people to homeschool in the state of North
Dakota than anyone else.” 
 Many in the ND homeschooling community have been
impacted by Jeff and Theresa Deckert. The Deckerts had
an impressive seventeen year run on the board of the
NDHSA. Theresa’s ever popular “Getting started” class has
been a staple at every NDHSA convention from 1994 until
the present. This class became even more popular in
2020, as scores of parents were thrust into
homeschooling. Theresa traveled across the state during
the pandemic, helping these new homeschooling parents
realize they didn’t have to figure it out alone. Theresa was
the NDHSA office administrator for ten years, retiring just
last year, and she continues to serve as a lobbyist on the
legislative team which helps keep homeschooling free in
the state of North Dakota. If a law has been successfully
passed in the ND legislature that has been beneficial to
the homeschooling community, chances are Theresa
Deckert was involved.
 Theresa was first exposed to the notion of
homeschooling while listening to an episode of “Focus on
the Family” which featured an interview with Raymond
Moore in the early 1980’s. It didn’t take much for her to
become convinced this was “the” path she wanted to take
with any children God would bless them with in the
future. For Jeff, the conviction to homeschool developed a
little more slowly, but once he witnessed the gift for
teaching his bride possessed as he watched her teach
their first son, he knew it was the right choice for their
family. The decision to homeschool was often confirmed
through the years of watching their children grow. In the
early years of their family, Jeff and Theresa were involved
in camp ministry at FaHoCha Bible camp, and the
flexibility to homeschool while in ministry was a great fit
for their family (although Theresa jokingly recalls
sometimes threatening her kids with the “big yellow bus
that came by to pick up kids every morning”). 
 Homeschooling was still illegal in the state of ND when
the Deckerts made the decision to homeschool their
children. However, the battle was raging, and they weren’t
exempt from the fear that they would be turned in to the
authorities for homeschooling. “The kids all knew the
drill,” Theresa recalls. “They knew to duck under the
dashboard if we were out driving during school hours and
passed by someone.” Jeff recalls that the first
homeschooling support groups in North Dakota looked
much different from the support groups of today. The
Deckerts would often drive 70 or more miles to get
together with other homeschooling families, and that
their time was spent together in prayer for whichever
families were facing legal challenges to homeschooling
that week. 

(above) Jeff & Theresa at past NDHSA conventions; the Deckert
children on typical homeschooling day

The Deckert family today

2023 Hall of Fame Inductees:
Jeff & Theresa Deckert
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Lions International Peace Poster
Contest is
an international contest that
encourages
children, ages 11 to 13 to
creatively express
what peace means to them.  The
2023-2024 
theme is "Dare to Dream." For
more information
click here

from the board
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Greetings,
I hope everyone had a wonderful time at the North Dakota Homeschool Convention. The board is
thankful to all who attended. I would like to thank the volunteers, speakers, and vendors that
made the convention a success. One of the benefits of having a convention is connecting like-
minded parents that have dedicated their lives and resources to homeschooling their children. It
was also wonderful to meet a few of the families that are new to homeschooling and beginning
their journey. The friendships developed last a lifetime. The presentation of the new inductees
into the Homeschool Hall of Fame that many of you observed, is a sobering reminder that
freedom is not free. As parents we know that life comes with scores of distractions not only in
our Christian walk, but in our efforts to homeschool. Aiden Wilson Tozer once stated, 
                                              
                                            “it will cost something to walk slow in the parade of 
                                              ages while excited men of time rush about confusing 
                                              motion with progress.” 

Thank you for your continued support of the North Dakota Homeschool Association and its
commitment to support homeschooling families. Please do not hesitate to reach out to find
support group leaders in your area. God willing, we will see you all next year.

Thank You,

David Buck, Vice President, NDHSA

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/youth/peace-poster


The Legislative Watch is emailed to members of NDHSA, and all who request it,
each week. It is compiled through hours and hours of
intensive research, monitoring and the watchfulness of our own resident
legislative expert, Gail Biby. Gail does all of the work so we don't have to. Each
bill being heard that week is clearly and concisely analyzed in bite-sized
snippets so that even the busiest among us can keep tabs on what is happening
in (almost) live time during the legislative session. If you are not yet receiving
the Legislative Watch, email the office at ebuckndhsa@gmail.com and request
to be added today!

Legislative Watch

T4 is a day-long statewide educational summit in North Dakota for
students in grades 6-12. 
 T4 introduces students to workforce skills, needs, training and networking
opportunities with industry leaders and technicians!
T4 will be held at various locations throughout ND in 2023.  For more
information, contact Marilyn Kipp at 701-226-2273 or NDT4T-
mkipp@midco.net or click here

Upcoming T4 Tools Trades Torque Tech Summit:
North Dakota's Premier Workforce Development Program

for Youth

What was a
takeaway from the
NDHSA Convention

2023?

Take time with your spouse
-Amber Sand

Find a way to live
and work as a 

family as much as
possible.
-Thor Sand

See the joy in
everything 

around you, and
use your 

time wisely!
-Rinnah Knight

Follow the teaching of Jesus
and remember to find,
spread and live joy! Be

joyful in your home and
in your life.

-Jess Budeah Kuntz
I think my biggest takeaway was that

networking with other homeschool
families will give your own homeschool a 

renewed ignition to keep going when
things feel like they are hard.  Families
that have gone before and done this,
regardless of what curriculum we use,

are such an encouragement!
-Katynka Morrissette
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2023 Hall of Fame Inductees:
Ken & Llora Knight

Christian school where Ken and Llora both taught for the next four years.  Fast forward to 1988, they have six children
and are living in Ohio. They were members of CHEO and while North Dakota was fighting the battles to create
homeschool freedom, they were on the front lines in Ohio.  Fast forward again to 1991, they move to North Dakota
where homeschooling is legal but very restrictive. Upon their arrival, their church had a Christian school. Ken became
principal of the school and Ken and Llora both taught there.  Fast forward one more to 1999, the Knights move to Hazen,
North Dakota, and Llora met Gail Biby. At that point, Llora became actively involved in helping set up at conventions and
became the statewide homeschool support group coordinator.  Ken and Llora joined the NDHSA board of directors in
August, 2009. The following year Ken was elected president and served in that capacity until September of 2021. He
always said the highlight of those years was establishing the NDHSA Homeschool Hall of Fame.  Llora continues to serve
on the board and is the western support group coordinator.  After 39 years in three states and three countries, the
Knights’ homeschool journey officially ended in March 2022, when their fourteenth child graduated high school. Ken
was unable to attend as he had graduated to heaven the previous year. 

Your paragraph textThe Knight’s homeschool journey began
before they were ever married. Ken, a young
Christian, having graduated public high
school as an atheist, declared that their
children would never attend a public school.
Fast forward five years, they are living in
Scotland, serving as missionaries to the
American military. Their oldest daughter
attained school age and they had to apply
through the American embassy to
homeschool her.  Fast forward three years,
they have four children and are serving in
Germany, where homeschooling is against
the law. Their mission church started a 

Photos
clockwise from

left to right:
The Knight

family at Ken's
homegoing in

2021, Ken, Llora
and family

working at past
NDHSA

conventions.
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Page 6Convention
photo album

Thursday night used book sale

Thursday night presentation with Jared Dodd

Student art show

The Knight family accepting the Hall of Fame award on behalf of their parents (presented
by Thor and Amber Sand)

Kris & Mari Hoverson leading worship

Our keynote speakers, the Scheibners

The flags being presented by the Civil Air Patrol (all
homeschooled students)

Left to right: Jeff and Theresa Deckert accepting the Hall of Fame award, Mom's and curriculum panels,  Buck family at the NDHSA booth



NDHSA Statement of Faith:
We believe in Almighty God, the Author of all creation, eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the

Holy Spirit; the Bible as the inspired, infallible, written Word of God, complete in 66 books and our sole basis of faith and practice; the
fallen state of man, guilty by nature and by act and therefore condemned before God; the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, fully God and

fully man, except without sin, the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins, His visible bodily resurrection
demonstrating His power over death and sin, His personal return; and regeneration by God, the Holy Spirit when we accept His free

gift of salvation by His grace, through our personal faith, and not by any works we can do.
 

NDHSA Statement of Purpose:
1.Encouraging and assisting Christian families in the education of their children 

according to Biblical principles.
2. Providing to home educators and the general public information pertaining to the Biblical, academic and legal aspects of home education.
3. Entering into activities, in filling out contracts necessary, incidental or beneficial to the accomplishment of the nonprofit purposes of this

corporation.
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Thor Sand, President & Amber Sand, Director/ Convention Coordinator
701.535.1335 sand723627@gmail.com
convention@ndhsa.org

LLora Knight, West Region Support Group Coordinator/Director
701.880.6126 knight_publishing@hotmail.com

Theresa Deckert, East Region Support Group Coordinator/ Lobbyist
jntdeck@gondtc.com

Karol Kapelle, Director
701.262.4446 kapklan@gondtc.com 

Bob & Melanie Joerger, Directors
701.430.3978 bobjoerger79@gmail.com pollywogmusic@gmail.com

Dave Buck, Vice President/Director &
Liz Buck, Director/Office Administrator/Editor
701.936.0356 david.buck16@gmail.com office@ndhsa.org

Dan and Wendi Johnston, Directors
701.840.3257 701.840.7818
Hockey.sarge@yahoo.com nursemommy24@yahoo.com


